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PREFACE 

*  TO 

THE  THIRD  EDITION. 


SINCE  the  appearance  of  the  first 
impression  of  this  novel,  many  and  cu- 
rious have  been  the  events  ^^hich  have 
occurred  in  the  Fever-isle,  to  some  of 
which  it  may  not  be  very  inappropriate 
to  refer,  by  way  of  a  supplementary  pre- 
face. Soon  after  the  departure  of  the 
great  lords,  controllers,  fie.  driven 
to  madness  by  the  persecutions  of  Nar- 
cissus and  Puggilla,   Germania  adopted 

▼OL.   I. 
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Vi  PREFACE* 

the  resolution  of  quitting  a  land  which 

had  only  heen  productive  to  her  of  dis- 
quietude and  misery.  1She  was  accom- 
panied by  two  or  thtte  faithful  domestics, 
who,  afiudftt  all  her -sufimngt,  remaine4 
true  to  her  fortunes.  Eildown,  Blenkin- 
son,  and  Calderagb^  liugged  themselves 
upon  the  success  of  their  schemes,  and 
exerted  every  method  to  throw  obsta* 
cles  in  the  w^y  of  her  return  ;  and,  by 
,  increasing  her  disgust  to  wards  Fever-isle, 
to  render  her  more  contented  with  a  fo- 
reign home.  Lady  Charlotte  was  placed 
un^r  most  severe  restraints ;  all  her  old 
domestics  and  friends  being  dismissed 
from  about  her  person,  lest*they  might 
jaid  her  in  .planning  designs  to  thwart  the 
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iptte,  I? J  Uj^ity  of  cQudtvel  o»  tlnejf  p^r^^; 

qt  vpon  inrHQQ}^  thfl  C^?gcQCqf«A<MDg  m<i\K 

sbi«  wa^  9u1ttec.te4  <o  t.h^  yi^il^cie  q^ 

ab<Hit  her  st«ps,  md  reported  tq  tbeij; 
^nqfplo^^^r^  every  inoiv?iii^?i»t  of  tbeiR 
young  mJUtr^s.    la  t,be,  roidftt  of  tbi^a*^ 

tw  lll^sttrio^s  friepjds,  wUo  had  so  r«? 

AS 
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new  war   with  the   adjacent  country, 
which  had  so  long  been  a  bone  of  con-> 
tention,   since  the  log  which  they  had 
set  up  over    its  inhabitants  had  been 
kicked  down,  and  it  was  presumed  to 
be  necessary,  for  the  general  safety  and 
welfare,  that  it  should  be  replaced.   This 
business,  however,  was    brought  to  a 
more  speedy  conclusion   than   was  ex- 
pected ;  the  stork  w^  driven  away,  and' 
the  log  re-established   over  the    Frog- 
land  :  and  the  Frog  nation,  although  they 
croaked  and  cried  out  most  lamentably, 
being,  truth  to  tell,    half  worn  away  by 
famine   and   destruction,    were   treated 
with  most  unceremonious  severity  by  all 
parties.     After  this  issue.  Narcissus,  in 
the  sullenness  of  his  pride  and  self-con- 
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aequenc^  deteiraiipeA  to  visit  th9  towM 
81)4  village?  ^f  t^  Feverriple,  eplhing 
ijpubti^g  thftt  |[ie  f)bpul4  req^iw  mo$t 
uii^uQ4f 4  iy)j^^ug§s  fr9»  ^U  ranks  qqA 
dei^riptif3)DS9C  p^opi^  foir  ibe  wisdom  an  A 
wei^y  wbicb^  h|5  prisfluaied  himsrff  to 
)f^e  difplhyi^d !  BfUt,  alas,  what  was  h\B 
9Qrrpw>  ang^,  ind  mortifioatioD,  to  meeA 
m\tk  9Pli^i9g  but  biscMfi  and  gvoan%  a»d 
fi^*^li)j^e  Y#ry  Ii6«q«i70cal  tes^oiDoies 
of  diftlik^;  afid  when  he  came  to  a  ^ep- 
^^it^  p)^ft0  yDleped  Jithet  de  la  Pouck, 
how  did  Nfireiss^s  IreuU^le  and  swear  to 
fy^  Uie  road  intersepted  with  timber 
(PffiS,  which  had  beem  dfaggped  across  it 
jbff  tba  evident  purpose  of  overturning 
4ik»  icsifri^ge^in  wbicli  ^is  saeinsd  person 

A3 
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wa«  conveyed.  It  is  true,  the  great 
designs  of  the  planners  of  this  notable 
experiment  were  frustrated  by  the  acti- 
vity of  the  drivers  of  the  vehicle,  who 
saved  their  master's  most  illustrious 
neck,  and  thereby  <Jid  most  assuredly 
lay  claim  to  the  eternal  gratitude  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Fever-isle ;  and,  in- 
deed, it  is  currently  reported  that  when 
the  deputies  of  the  island  shall  assemble 
together,  after  the  festival  season  has 
passed  away^  that  a  pillar  will  be  ordered 
to  be  erected,,  at  the  principal  entrance 
into  the  great  city,  with  the  circumstance 
chiselled. on  its  base,  and  an  indelible 
description  to  the  renown  of  that  most 
glorious  pair  of  postilions  who,  at  mid^ 
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night,  saw  the  danger,  and  were  endued 
with  singular  loyalty  to  avert  from  their 
most  ammhlt  master  the  gloomy  conse- 
quences which  might  have  ensued. 

This  is  a  brief  epitome  of  the  prineipal 
features  of  the  events  which  have  re- 
cently oe(:urred.  But  there  .  are  otbar 
matters  of  great  national  importance  uh 
lating  to  tbe  mighty  mother  of  stars, 
Puggilla,  and  to  a  dazling  brother  of 
Narcissus,  which  irtvolve  consequences 
which  cannot  be  contemplated  within 
the  brief  compass  of  a  prefatory  chapter. 
I  have  duly  weighed  these  matters,  and 
find  them  worthy  of  miore  eokirged  no- 
tice :  they  are  not  of  the  class  of  every- 
day occarreices  ,  wliich  Ait  along  tbe 
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stream  of  time,  and  lesive/BO  track  bjf 
which  they  can  be  followed  after  th^ 
moment.  The  n^atters  to  which  I  allud^^ 
do  afford  one  mOT6  irery  powerful  iUu^tra^ 
tion  of  the  amiable  and  enviable  concord 
which  feigns  11^  the  first  fumily  of  the 
JFeverrisle ;  and  shew  bow  natural  it  if 
to 'expect,  from  such  bright  examfJiEis  ap 
-•re  there  dtwly  and  houriy  s^t  he^^  lh^ 
people,  that  *^  unanimity,  ppa,w/*  m4 
harmony  wijl  diffuse  them^fcely^s  m9«|t 
rapidly  through  all  classes  of  the  qom- 
munity^  aud  hied  the  whole  of  the  is)?!^ 
in  one  sweet  chain  of  domestic  siSsq- 
tion.  Tfaey  ought  therc&Nre  to  he  held 
up  to  ujiiveoial  view  |  aii4  this  biding 
the  impression  upon  my  mied,  I  hayedi^ 
lernqoed^  God  anfilling,  ami  witJi  tke  sid 
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PREFACE.  X\n 

of  those  faculties  which  have  hentcrfbre 
very  faithfully  obeyed  tny  calls,  16  pub- 
lish forthwith  a  new  work,  which  will 
very  quickly  follow  this  third  edition, 
and  which  I  ;do  much  eiumestly  recom- 
mend to  the  close  perusal  of  all 
politicians,  logicians,  mathematicians, 
astronomers,  astrologers,  metaphysicians, 
geographers,  orators,  philosophers,,  di- 
vines, lawyers,  physicians,  poets,  legis- 
lators, peers,  peeresses,  and  so  forth,  eveu 
down  to  the  commonalty,  which  inha- 
bit all  the  niches,  creeks,  corners,  hills, 
woods,  vallies,  isthmuses,  islands,  and 
peninsulas,  which  fall  under  the  domi- 
nioii'of  the  Fever*i^le:^  gravely  and. so- 
berly assuring  them  that  the  (acts,  and 
statements,  and  aVermeats,  contained  in 
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moi^hy'  Qf  ¥nw«4i|it9  a|itefttiQ[fc,WWWU€hi 
9«  tb«y  wiU  Qpcft  pplitknJ)  aiccww.  ¥f hicb 

tinsel  aiKl  ac^led  agf^Wt  tl^  pujUic  e^^; 
994  H>f^!ai»u<^,  2X^0^  M  they  wiU;  ret^lA 

tttity,  whicik  trMA  ^9k^  9ik  m^  woadef 
wii  fimile  if  tb#y  w^  true  pratostmtg^ 
and  if  they  «r^  oi^tbodo^i  eathoUce,  €i;o6i| 
tbeo^^v^  and  utter  a  doTc^  Qr  twa 
^tNf  Hof^;  which  will  touch  prmc9a> 
)m4s»  and  contfollefa>  tq  the  quick ;  9^4 
they  will  he  (Heaveu  sjpi^diQg  them) 
tranatated  iatq  all  tcnguee>  Chri^t^  aud 
PegaQg  end  read  by  f^Mheii^  tQ  their  aoa8» 
Md  WQtherft  ta  the^^  daughters^  fb^  time 
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PREFACE.  XT 

out  of  calculation,  and  notwithstanding 
the  steady  eflforts  which  those  whom  it 
may  concern,  and  sting  and  goad,  and  so 
forth,  may  and  will  unquestionably 
make  to  stifle  in  its  birth,  this  new  bant- 
ling, the  legitimate  offspring  of  Truth 
and  Independence,  in  due  time,  to  be 
christened 

1819.  ,    .  / 
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l»REFATORir    CHAPTER. 

**THEY  might  have  been  here  yes- 
terday,*^ said  Narcissus^  looking  down 
on  the  groutid,  and  then  casting  a  hasty 
glance  at  the  temporary  edifices  which 
bestrewed  the  park  on  every  side. — 
*'Here,  have  I  not  squandered  ai*^y 
thousands  of  pounds  which  I  had  n6 
right  to  waste,  in  order  to  make  a  sump^ 
tuous  appearance?  And,  after  all^  the 
journey  is  protracted  ;  some  new  obsta* 
cles  have  arisen,  and  it  is  possible  ano« 
ther  day  may  be  so  hazy  that  we  cannot 
distinguish,    in    telegraphic  signe^  a   B 
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2  A    MOVTH    IN    TOWN. 

from  a  bull's  foot,  and  cannot  conse* 
quently  receive  aily  notice  of  their 
coming,  nor  get  the  coaches,  nor  the 
guards,  fior  the  guns,  ready  to  do  them 
honour  !  My  conscience,  after  all,  hits 
me  hard  at  the  sight  of  aU  these  splen« 
did  preparations  made  with  the  money 
which  has  been  entrusted  tQ'me,  and 
suggests  how  preferable  it  would  have 
been  to  Jiave  ^nlive»ed  with  it  the  ol^*- 
pr^jwed  brow  of  imdustry,  and  to  have 
i}(tt09(ii\ed  with  i^pture^  the  cot  of  c^lt^. 
T^^%  £M7^  UQt  I H  gre^t  mAU,  with  power  laiMl 
.wealth^^aj  my  comnii^nd,  aj^d  w|iy  should 
{  trouble  cayself  abput  couscience  Md 
the  h5ippit>e$«  gf  others?  I  will  seek 
my  owa  gratifics^tion ;  I  will  h^ve  feirs> 
i^nd  puppet-shows,  and  booths,  and 
rac^s^  s^nd  s^a^fights,  and  6ddlers,  and 
pipers,  and  ale-hous^s«  and  balloons^ 
w4  ftce-.work$,  aixd  r<K;li;^t^,  and  bom-» 
Iwirdmeots,    ai»d    d^wjingi    aid    every 
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,  otber  sort  of  twiirligig  which  can  make 
my  name  glorious ;  and  I  will  make  my 
park  and  myself  imjBorlal — d — n  me, 
but  I  will ;  and  all  the  world  shall  adore 
my  magnificence  and  spirit — d — n  me^ 
but  they  shall/* 

He  had  proceeded  thus  far^  when  hit 
foot  struck  the  stump  of  a  tree^  and  in-i 
termpted  the  course  of  his  reflections.— • 
The  trivial  accident  ruffled  the  temper 
ef  Narcissus,  wbo^  accustomed  to  the 
unbounded  gratification  of  every  desire^ 
was  ill  prepamd  to  receive  any  thing 
like  B  check  with  temper  or  patience.— 
N-arcku^ifts  was  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of 
ati  iHiistrious  man,  and  was  bom  to  he^ 
teditary  power ;  nature  had  been  equally 
bountiful  to  the  father  and  the  son,  for 
she  baid  bestowed  upon  both  tolerable 
persons,  and  a  disposition  to  enjoy  the 
wealth  which  th^  pqss^»ed.  The 
B  S 
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Aire  Wds  a  worthy  old  gentleman,  who, 
for  above  fifty  years,  bed  performed  his 
duties  as  a  husband,  a  father  and  a  mas- 
ter, with  the  most  conscientious  uni-^ 
formity.     He  set  a  good  example  to  all 
beneath  him,  and  even  his  enemies^  (for 
enemies  a  good  man  may  meet  with) 
were  constrained  to  show  him  respectful 
reverence.     For  some  years  past,  how« 
ever,  he  iiad  unfortunately  been  afflicted 
with  a  malady  which  rendered  it  impose 
sible  for  him  to  attend  to  the  manage-^ 
ment  of  his  own  concerns,  and  of  thbse 
which  had  been  entrusted  to  bis  care  ; 
and  as,  previous  to  this  unfortunate  pe^ 
riod,  he  had   committed  his  affitirs  to 
servairts  who  were  obnoxious  to  his  te- 
nants, great  hopes  were  entertained,  on 
the  assumption  of  thecontroul  which  bis 
father  could  no  longer  possess,  that  the 
son  would  remove  every  grievance,  and 
place  matters  upon  a  more  comfortable 
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basis.  Tbe  tenants  were  justified  in 
anticipating  such  a  reformation^  as  Nar-* 
cissus  had  always  been  loud  in  th^  e^-' 
pression  of  bi$  hatred  of  these  confident 
tial  servants  of  his  father,  who,  he  mad^ 
no  scruple  to  declare^  had,  in  many  int 
stances,  compounded  tbe  real  welfare  of 
tbeteaaiits  foV  their  own  private  advan-* 
fage<  Some  time  before  this,  Narcis* 
sua  bad  married  a  foreign  lady,  of  beau-* 
ty  and  fortune,  whom  his  father  had  se-* 
lected  for  tbe  double  purpose  of  fixing 
tbe  fluctuating  affections  of  bis  9on,  and 
of  extricating  bim  from  the  pecuniary 
difficulties  into  which  his  ardent  pursuit 
of  pleasure  bad  led  him.  For  a  few 
months^  in  tbe  new  charaeter  of  a  bus* 
band^  be  acquitted  himself  tolerably 
well ;  biit,  immediately  after  the  birth  oi 
z  daughter,  he  changed  his  behaviour, 
withdrew  bi«  confidence  from  his  wife, 
diwarded  her  from  his  bed  and  bi^  hou$e^ 
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and,  when  he  was  called  upon  to  take 
the  place  of  his  afflicted  father,  she,  who 
ought  to  have  shared  the  honour  of  his 
new  situation  with  him,  was  compelled 
to  live  in  obscurity,  subjected  to  accusa- 
tions which  dould  not  be  established, 
and  deeply  wounded  in  her  fame  and  in 
her  feelings.  Her  daughter,  too,  had 
been  separated  from  her,  and  placed  un^ 
der  the  management  of  strangers ;  and 
even  the  natural  intercourse  between 
parent  and  child  was  abridged  and  placed 
under  the  most  forbidden  restrictions. 
It  was  at  this  period  of  his  life,  after  Naiw 
cissus  had  for  three  years  dispensed  the 
power  of  bis  father,  that  the  conclusion 
of  a  long  and  sanguinary  quarrel  with  a 
neighbouring  ipanor  was  about  to  be 
celebrated  by  th^  visits  to  Narcissus  of 
several  foreign  strangers  of  great  note, 
who  had  been  bis  friends  throughout  the 
contest ;  and  it  was  to  this  circumstaftce 
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that  the  soliloquy,  with  which  this 
chapter  opens,  is  supposed  to  refer. 
.  Great  minds  ^re  as  likely  to  be  dis^ 
composed  by  minute  occurrences  as 
minds  of  a  less  refined  and  less  illustri- 
ous structure  and  organization  ;  although 
the  effect  may  and  will  vary  in  impor- 
4ance  according  to  the  power  and  the 
situation  i&  life  of  the  i^ividuaL  Such 
was  tfaia  in^uence  produced  upoo  the 
mind  of  Narcissus  bythecontusH>n  of  his 
toe,  that^  had  the  life  of  a  human  being, 
at  that  moment,  depended  on  his  fiat, 
withp^t  being  a  second  ^Lavater,  a  si^ 
perficial  observer  might  have  read  the 
.sentence  of  death  legibly  written  in  his 
countenance.  In  the  ingredients  of  his 
character,  mercy  was  by  no  means  pre- 
dominant; and  now  the  little, which 
might  have  belonged  to  him  was  so 
withered  and  scorched  up  by  the  heat 
of  passion,  that  tt  shewed  no  symptom 
p{  life* 
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Just  at  this  instant,  Mabony  rushed 
down  the  garden  walk,  evidently  dis- 
ordered with  some  delightful  agitation 
of  mind  which  produced  a  correspond' 
dent  convulsion.  **  O  Sir/'  cried  the 
filithful  fellow,  (who  was  the  private  se- 
cretary of  Narcissus,)  breathless  with 
impatience  to  set  his  words  at  liberty — 
"O  Sir!  Sir!  Sir !  the  Telegraph !  the 
Telegraph!  the  Telegraph!  They  are 
come !  they  are  come  I" 

The  effect  was  instantaneous :  it  ap^* 
peared  as  though  Narcissus  was  this 
day  doomed  to  become  the  shuttlecock 
of  the  most  sudden  and  opposite  emo- 
tions. A  smile  lighted  up  his  counte- 
nance :  the  sentence  of  death  would 
liavebeen  reversed.  •'  Indeed  !**  said  he ; 
*'  thanks,  my  dear  Mahony ;  now  then 
we  will  give  them  a  specimen  of  my 
power  and  riches,  eh  ?^*,  And,  as  he  con- 
cluded, he  squeezed  the  hand  of  Maho- 
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x\f  with  all  the  fervency  of  grateful 
friendship.  And  Mahony  was  entitled 
to  something  of  this  description,  for  h6 
had  waded  through  much  filth  and  dirt 
to  please  his  master,  and  had  been  true 
to  all  his  wishes  for  a  series  of  years  j 
straining  himself  to  the  utmost,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  his  own  comfort  and 
character,  to  promote  all  the  grati6ca-i 
iions  of  Narcissus;  and  ultimately  raisfi 
jng  himself^  by  miBans  of  bis  perseverr 
ing  assiduity,  to  the  rank  of  a  private 
A:onfideDt  and  a  right  honourable/ac/o/Km* 

**  Oh,  yes^  Sir  V  replied  Mahony^  rub- 
bing his  hands  with  the  most  evident 
ectacy—- "  Yesj  Sir,  we  will  show  them 
things  #hich  shall  astonish  them ;  and  if 
you  would  ti^ke  my  advice,  Six— —/\ 

•*  Your  advice,  Sir !  Well,  and  what  is 
your  advice,  pray  ?"  returned  Narcis^us^ 
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•*  By  the  Lord,  Sir/*  answered  Maho- 
fiy,  *'  but  Iwould  make  i  point  of  col- 
lecting all  the  wealth  I  could  possibly 
come  at,  to  set  before  them,  on  purpose 
to  awig  th^m  into  admiration,  i  would 
borrow  all  my  fether's  plate,  and  he  has 
got  a  good  share  ;  and  I  ^rould  get  my 
mother  to  lend  me  her  diamonds,  which 
you  know,  Sir,  may  very  well  be  esti- 
mated at  the  value  of  two  or  three  mil- 
lions ;  and  which,  it  is  very  well  known^ 
have  nolseen  day- light  these  four  or  ftv^ 
years,  and  are  consequently  little  better 
than  so  much  useless  lumber;  and  I 
Would  borrow  all  the  plate  of  the  gentle- 
man whaisa  kind  of  perpetual  president 
of  a  certain  great  club  which  meets  every 
evening,  during  a  certain  portion  of  the 
year,  for  the  dispatch  of  businesd  ;  tiMt, 
as  this  gentleman  has  the  good  fortune 
to  receive  services  of  plate  pretty  often, 
«s  a  sort  of  bmu$  for  bii  good  mwag^t 
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BQi^nt,  he  must  haye  accumukted  a  tole** 
rable  quantity.  I  would  not  do  any 
thing  hy  halves,  Sir;  but  by  heaven  and 
earth,  I  would  send  tbem  home  amas^ 
ed  and  confouuded/' 

•*  A  good  thought,  Mabony,*'  cried 
Narciasua,  shaking  hands  with  his  loqua« 
cious  StiCretary— •"  a  very  excellent 
thought,  my  dear  fellow^  and  I  will  $end 
them  home  amazed  and  confounded. 
But,  hark  ye,  come  here  and  give  me 
your  opinion  of  my  new  dom^,  apd  my 
temporary  ffite  rooms,  I>oo*t  ypu  think 
f b^  ide<i  is  perfectly  nom^lp  P  And  as 
ft>r  the  n)odel  and  the  workm^n^hip-^ 
ecod,  tbey  are—^but  tell  me,  what  d|> 
jfoift  think  of  the  model  and  the  work^ 
manship?  Come^Mahoty,  I  kopw:  yon 
have  a  ta»te  for  tbe*e  things.*^ 

,    **   ExquisiteiSir;  oKist  iM^^iufic^t. 
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SolohjonV  temple  wa$  a  fool  to  it.  The 
^orid  will  call  you  Solomon  the  second^ 
and  will  reckon  this  its  eighth  vyonder,^ 
But  pray,  Sk,  will  you  have  the  good-> 
ness  to  inform  me  what  ia  the  form  of 
that  dome  ?  I  don't  think  it  is  triangular ^ 
Ror  quadrant g^dar^  nor  qumtagei^al^  nor 
sexngonal^  nor  any  other  agonal  or  an^ 
gular  that  I  ever  learned  from  Bonny* 
ca&tle/^     '  .     ; 

"  ♦'  Why,"  said  Narcissus,  "  that  dom* 
is  -neither  the  one  nor  the  other  ;  it 
Is  a  figure  entirely  of  my  own  invention^ 
O — ihe,  Mahony,  would  you  believe,  I 
iiave  had  no  sleep  fox  a  month,  so  much 
Have  my  thoughts  been  occupied  is 
i^e  iti  vent  ion  of  the  poly  angular  {)i^c<| 
%f  ,  birilding :  it  surpasses  all  Bonny^ 
castle *8  shap^es  and  figures  ^  far  as  a  tri* 
angle  does  a  straight  line.  It  is  indeed 
Mthetto^nmneleu,  because  it  js  hitherto 
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iinkfiot^n^  and  I  im?>e  some  thoughts 
of  calling  it  r^ffai  or  regency/  £h  i 
Mabony!  don't  you  think  that  a  good 
idea??V 

'^  Sublime  !  Asfonisbing  !  Ingeniou* 
in  the  extreme  !''  exclatlned.tbe  enrap^^ 
iured  Secretary.  '*  Well,  sir,  lalwayi 
bad  a  wonderful  idea  Of  youl*  godlike 
taste,  ever  since- you  sent  away  your  wife> 
and  took  to  your  arms  that  dear,  be« 
iK^itching,  charming  handful  of  beanty 
which  now  graces  your  illustrious  piU 
low.^^ 

^^  Well,  Mabony,lhen  come  this  way,** 
tiaid  NareissQs,  ^  and  t  will  still  tnor^ 
isistouisb  you/*  So  saying,  he  led  th^ 
Secretary  througb  all  the  long  labyrinth 
of  Unfinished  buildings  which  wei«  scat- 
tered all  over  his  parks  and  his  gardens^ 
iamoug  .Chiuesi^  pagodaS)  and  skel^t^n* 
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of  temples,  and  embryo  bridge^  and 
banqueting  rooms,  and  ball  rooms,  and 
a  long  list  of  ei  cetera  ;  apd  at  every 
step  he  paused  to  look  on  Mabony's  face, 
and  read  the  extent  of  his  astonishment 
and  delight.  And  Mahooy  waa  toomuctaL 
of  a  courtier  to  let  his  master  look  in 
vain  :-"  Gods  I  Heaven  1  Magic  !  Fai-. 
ry  Land  !  Enchantment  !^'  and  a  hunr 
^)ed  other  well-adapted  words  rusbed 
from  hiK  tongue,  as  soon  as  bis  judgment 
gave  the  signal ;  and  his  master's  delight 
xoee  in  an  equal  proportion  with  the 
growing  amazement  of  his  confident.—* 
For  great  men  are  ccnnposed  of  exactly 
the  same  materials  as  little  men  ;  they 
bave^  ]0  truth,  the  aame  description  of 
passions,  and  obey  the  same  vicissitudes 
of  pleasure  and  its  opposite.  They  love 
to  astonish  their  fellow  cre]Ettures,  and  to 
attract  the  applauses  of  a  gi44y  world,  as 
Ibucb  as  a  mountebank  on  a  stage  isde- 
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^irous  to  collect  a  credulous  and  gaping 
mob  to  reward  bim  for  making  foola  of 
them. 

•*  I  nerer  read  of  such  preparations  !** 
cried  Mabony,  ^^  and  yet  I  bare  perused 
Fairy  TaleSy  and  Arabian  NighU^  and 
Orien^l  Novebj  and  two  or  three  mom 
books  of  the  same  sort,  but  they  none  of 
them  come  up  to  this.  Zounds  !  what  n 
^fitc  this  will  be  J  What  with  your  wis* 
dom.  Sir,  and  what  with  your  splendor, 
the  world  will  never  leave  off  admirii^ 
yott,  tbs^  is  certain  !  There  is  but  one 
thing  wanting^  Sir  !^' 

^^  One  thing  wanting,  eb/'  impatiently 
tri^  Narcissus,  who  could  not  bear 
the  idea  that  b»^  spkndid  preparations 
should  be  in  any  degree  imperfect  ;?-#• 
*'  and  what  is  that  thing,  eh  ?  Tell  nae, 
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'*  Why»  Sir,  the  ffete  will  be  the  most 
Splendid  4hing.  that,  ever  was. in\ren ted 
to  those  who  may  be  happy  enough  to 
live  in  these  times.  But  the  thing  is, 
Sir,  to  make  it  as  graiid'and  imposing  to 
those  who  may  live  in  after  tim^;  and 
you  will  certainly  stand  in  need  of  a 
most  able,  and  attentive,  and  ispirited^ 
writer,  to  hand  down  the  description,  iii 
proper  terms,  to  posterity.  For  you 
must  be  aware,  Sir,  that  half  your  grati* 
iication  will  be  lost,  if  the  admiration  of 
mankind  should  not  be  exteaded  beyond 
the  present  generation.  Lord,  Sir,  I 
would  have  yourffetes  and  festivals  talked 
of  in  Heaven,  when  there  are  none  left 
in  the  world  to  talk  about  them.  What 
do  you  think  of  the  Reverend  Barenet 
Editor?  If  he  has  any  gratitude,  4te 
ehoukl  underfake  the  task  gratuitously .'• 

**  He  may  have  gratitude .  enou^h^? 
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replied  Narcissus,  *'but  he  wants  ta- 
lent. He  does  very  Well  for  a  daily  r^ 
tailer  of  my  praise  ;  he  fills  very  respect- 
ably the  honourable  office  of  common 
flatterer  ^  and. deals  out  his  lies  with  t 
good  deal  of  ease  and  sang-froid  ;  and 
be  can  bear  a  buffeting  with  as  good  a 
^rac^  as  any  th^n  ;  and  hunt  down  a 
tslander  keenly  enough ;  and  he  can  mBg"- 
liify  my  common*place  exploits  into 
most  wonderful  specimens  of  magnani* 
mity  or  magnificence.  All  these  things 
be  can  do  with  a  good  graced  but  I  do 
uot  much  think  h^  has  capability  to  give 
a  suitable  description  of  my  splendid 
doings  ;  for,  d*ye  hear,  Mahony,  I  mean 
to  have  a  grand  carnival  in  my  park  ; 
hut  of  tbisyjou'H  say  nothing  at  present  { 
and  I  mean*  to  have  such  feasting  and 
such  enjoyments  of  every  description 
within  my  walls  as  ean  scarcely  be  itiaa- 
ginfd  ;   and  all  these  things  will  reSquire 
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a  good  warm  writer.  I  don't  know  that 
my  Poet  can  do  it  weU  enough,  yet  I 
^hiok  I  should  like  it  beet   in  poetry,  i£ 
1  could  get  it  dressed  in  a  sweet,  flowing^ 
harmonious  uniform.  D'ye  think  of  any 
other  person  }" 

Mahony  wfts  pusszled  with  the  ques« 
tion ;  but  after  a  OKHiient's  alleviation 
oftbe  titillating  sensation  excited  in  bif 
bead  by  the  agitation  of  bis  brajn^  b^ 
replied,*' Why^  Sir,  what  d'y«  think  Ojf  , 
ttbe  bard  who  tfanslaled  tbe  Greciaa 
odes,  which  pleased  us  all  so  mucb,  and 
who  writes  so  very  prettily  on  the  sub*  . 
ject  of  Jove  and  enjoyment  ?  If  you 
mean.  Sir,  to  have  any  amorous  sports 
mingled  amongst  the'  pleasures,  be  wiU 
hit  them  off  most  admirably* '' 

"  Aye,**  said  Narcissus,  "he  would 
4o  well  I  but  I  have  disobliged  himi^and 
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therefore^  DOtwUbstanding  my  rank  and 
purse^  and  so  forth^  Fll  be  sworn  he  would 
feel  no  pleasufe  in  obliging  me*  Think 
of  another/'       s 

^*  The  bard  would  do  admirably  well 
who  was  accustomed  to  write  so  much 
and  so  wittily  against  courts  and  kings^ 
but  that  I  fear  bi^  is  grown  too  old,  and 
that  the  fire  i>{  his  ge»ius  is  toa  nearly 
extinguished.  I  know  of  no  other.  Sir ; 
but,  if  you  will  copy  the  plan  Of  the 
managers  of  a  certain  great  theatre,  andi 
advertize  for  poems  on  the  subject^ 
with  the  promise  of  good  rewards  to  th^ 
first  and  second  best  productions,  I'll  be 
bound  for  it  you  will  get  as  many  speci- 
mens aa  it  would  take  you  at  least  h 
month  to  f>eruiie,,and  you  then  can  apt 
point  two  or  three  competent  judges  to 
determine  which  of  the  candidates  shall 
bare  best  es^lisbed  his  claim  to  the 
pri«e/* 
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a  Very  well  thought  of/'  returned  Nar-» 
cissus  ;  "  though,  by  ^he  w^y,  there  may 
be  as  much  difficulty  in  finding  out 
judges  as  poets;  but,  however,  we  will 
try  the  plan  ;  so  draw  up  an  advertise- 
tnent,  and  send  it  to  the  Baronet*,  And 
now^  Mahony,  is  every  thing  prepared 
for  the  conveyance  of  our  guests  ?  Have 
you  got  plenty  of  horses  oa  the  roftd^ 
to  show  that  we  are  not  deficient  in 
means  ?  Have  you  got  our  guns  sta« 
tioned  upoi)  the  hiUs,  to  convince  them 
that  we  mean  to  jshow  them  fespect  F*-^ 
Have  you  sent  oflF  my  beautiful  8tate« 
horses  aOd  coach  to  convey  them  ?*' 

"  Every  thing  is  done,  Sir/'  answered 
Mahony,  ^^  and  the  streets  and  roads  are 
lined  with  such  a  crowd  as  to  render 
them  almost  impassable.  I  suppoeio 
they  expect  to  see  beings  entirely  out  of 
the  common  routine  of  mortals — bears' 
heads,  fishes'  tails,  lions'  claws,  atid^oo* 
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thing  human  about  tbem  biit  their  bo-^ 
dies." 

^  Humph!'*  said  Narcissus;  *^but 
there  is  another  point  on  which  I  would 
fain  take  thy  advice,  Mahony;  and  it 
IS  one  which  nearly  affects  me.  These 
Tisrtors  must  not  see  my  wi/e-^thut 
would  be  the  devil  !*' 

*•  Leave  that  to  me,  Sir,"  replied  thd 
conBdent;  ^\V\l  raise  such  a  cloud  be-* 
fore  thei^  eyed,  that  they  shall  only  be 
able  to  go  where  we  would  have  them. 
Give  yourself  no  farther  uneasiness  on 
that  subji9Ct/' 

**  And  my  daughter,  too,  they  must 
eall  upon  heir ;  and,  should  she  dhow  off 
any  of  her  tricks  before  them,  I  shall 
never  be  able  to  beat  it.  And  she  has 
gained  dome  Vefry  striinge  notions  lately, 
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RDd  seems  absolutely  bent  upon  showing^ 
me.  that  she  does  not  care  a  single  rush 
whether  I  am  pleased  or  displeased. 
Oh !  Mahony,  the  hussy  caoses  me  a 
great  deal  of  uneasiness;  lam  forever 
racking  my  brain  to  know  what  to  da 
^  with  her,  and  where  to  put  her  out  of 
barm's  way.** 

*'  As  to  your  daughter^  Sir,  I  must 
beg  you  will  excuse  me  from  any  inter* 
ference,**  replied  Mahony.  *♦  No,  hf 
the  Lord)  althotlgb  I  would  do  any  tbtng' 
I  dare  to  serye  you  lind  promote  y6ur 
wishes,  I  would  sooner  have  to  eficoun^i 
ter  a  conclave  of  passionate  judges  thatf 
'  expose  myself  to  the  fury  of  that  un- 
tamed daughter  of  y04irs.  Wby,  Sir, 
she  would  make  no  more  hesitation  at 
scratching  out  my  eyes  than  I  should 
about  sitting  me  down  to  my  dinner? 
Only  remember  how  she  behaved  to  one 
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friend  of  yoorS)  who  chanced  to  thwart 
her  dispMition  a  little.  For  God's  sake, 
Sir,  send  me  on  any  other  service  than 
this ;  i^ut  here  pray  excuse  mc/* 

<  Mabony^a  convulsed  frame,  his  fixed 
eye,  the  paleness  of  his  countenance^, 
the  unusual  bristling  up  of  his  loc|cs,  the 
blenching  of  his  hands,  and  ^  thousand 
Other  i^dif^aiktfis  of  uQCominon  agitation,; 
jj^n^  evinced  the  terror  he  felt,  under 
tli^  impression  ttmt  lie  ipigbt  be  pressed 
i»to  such  a  dangerous  employment.-—*. 
His  master,  howev^,  felt  ip  no  way  dis« 
posed  to  put  his  fortitude  to  so  severe  a 
filial ;  aqd  Mahony  felt  no  small  relief 
whai  Narcissus  replied,  ''  WelU  theai 
since  yoa  ajr#  ssy  upwilling  to  intermed- 
dle between  me  ai)4  niy  daughter,  even 
kt  things' t$li0  their  chance,  and  I  will 
flisle^tibr  you  a  \^^  hateful  offiqe. .  Here 
ift%4ietj^ion  I  have  just«  received  frpm 
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Miss  Venofn,  dD  old  musty  maid  of  dis« 
tinction,  belonging  to  my  mother,  who,, 
because  she  has  heurd  that  one  of  my  vi* 
si  tors  is  rather  attached  to  the  fair  sex, 
begins,  forsooth,  to  cry  oat  that  her  vir- 
tue is  in  danger,  unless  she  is  allowed  to 
remove  to  another  residence !  Her  vir- 
tue! The  virtue  of  a  worn-out  old  Abi- 
gail, who,  Vd  be  sworn,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine  would  give  all  her  /emaiuing 
teeth  for  a  frolic,  could  she  accomplish 
her  wishes  without  alarming  any  Ar- 
gus!  Yet  she  niust  petition,  to  keep 
the  world  in  the  dark  !" 

"  Laughable  enough.  Sir,**  exfelaimed 
Mahony,  who  by  this  time  bad  suffici^' 
ently  recovered  his  gaiety  to  join  very 
heartily  in  the  laugh  with  his  mdster.-^* 
**  And  so.  Sir,  she  i^ished  to  be  put  out 
of  the  way  of  temptation^  and  prays  you 
to  deliver  her  from  evilj  and  you  mean 
to '' 
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-  «*  Indulge  her  in  her  fancy,"  inter- 
rupted Narcissus^  ^*  and  that  will  be  aa 
severe  a  punisbment  as  I  can  devise  for 
her  mock  modesty ;  and  when  she  finds 
that  I  have  granted  her  hypocritical  re* 
quest,  she  will  most  sincerely  devote  me 
to  the  devil,  and  wkh  herself  hanged  for 
being  su^h  a  fool  as  to  ask  it." 

**  And/'  replied  Mahony,    hamoEier^ 
ing  and    stemmcxingi  ^  you  wish  me 


^^  To  convey  to  the  silly  fool  my  gra- 
cious permission  that  she  may  cut  her 
own  throat  for  letting  her  prudishness 
stand  in  the  ws^  of  her  real  inclinatiom. 
But  of  this  wriCsr,  Mi^ony  ; — I  must 
confess  I  feel  some  ambition  to  haye  my 
splendor  wc^  reconlod^  ei  th^  in  po6try 
or  verse  ;  I  am  not  particular^  M>  it  reads 
well/' 

TOL.    U  t 
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'  Mthonyscratclied  ihis  head  a  second 
thne.  Nardss^us  toek'ed  wise,  wbichwas 
father  mmsual,  and  had  it  been  wit* 
Bessed  by  more  than  one  of  his  compsu* 
nion^,  it  would  have  spread  a  just  al^m 
throughout  the  whole  court*  At  length 
l%e  chappy  Secretary,  starting  suddenly 
from  his  trance,  gave  a  bound  of  $om^ 
eighteen  feet  high,  and  ejaculated,  as  he 
flighted  within  a»  inch  of  his  master's 
toes,  '^  Ecod,  Sir,  i  have  it  !-*eaii4^y 
Humphrey  Hedgehog^  Es<i.  Though 
he  has  been  a  little  ill  tempered,  you 
Inpw  very  well  how  to  turn  his  lone.— 
Mbney-^-tmooJey'-^aipney-'^^rfikr^  is  th« 
^pand  .conGiliatofp  An4  tt  will  be  oniy 
*j»st  adding  a  few  thousands  to  the 
^Mtimate  ^f  the  Board  of  Works,  aad 
^^mphrey  will  hit  you  the  same  thing 
pff^  if)  as  many4iff^efi^  forms  as  yoM 


Narcissus  coincided,  andMahooy  was 
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immediately  empowered  to  strike  the 
biirgain  ;  reeeiving,  at  the  same  ttme^ 
very  strict  orders  tocommaod  Hum-* 
pfarey  to  .  aroid  any  expression  whieh 
Viight  be  constraed  into  an  insult  to 
kings  or  princes,  or  any  other  brancheQ 
of  the  blood  royals  eitcept  the  wife  ofs 
Kareissas,  who  althoagh  dashed  with  ^ 
little  of  that  blood,  was  to  he  considered 
as  entirely  out  of  the  meaning  of  Nar- 
cissi^s  intention.  ^^  And,  Mahony/^  said 
Majcissus,^  take  care  to  warn  him  agaimt 
expwing  titile  kamiless  Titte,  which 
tTe  veatty  laudiible  m  gr&it  men  ;  and 
tei)  bim^  when  he  mentiofis  my  name  ta 
imM  a  few  di^iagutshing  and  flattering 
e^itbet6>«^^ucb<^w«*^but  let  him  rrad 
the  Bafonet^s  daily  production  for  a 
model  !" 

"  I  will  take  great  care/'   said  Maho* 
ny  ;  "  and  be  assured,  Sir,  every  thing 
shall  be  accommodated  to  your  wish/' 
c  2 
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-  •*  You  are  good,  Mabony/^  Narcissus 
answered,  squeezing  him  by  the  hand, 
**  you  are  a  very  feithful,  discerning, 
and  intelligent  fellow  ;  and  I  mean  to 
give  you  a  still  higher  dignity  in  my 
house,  bye  and  bye.  Services  like  yours 
deserve  the  most  unbounded  recom* 
pence*  Run,  good  Mahony,  fetch  me 
my  whiskers !" 

Fleet  as  Mercury,  away  footed  Maho- 
ny, and,  having  executed  for  his  gra- 
cious master  the  personal  services  he 
required  at  the  momeM,  he  instantly 
went  off  in  search  of  Humphrey ;  and 
'having,  with  some  difficulty,  dis<iOTered 
his  attic,  lost  no  time  in  retaining  the 
happy  scribbler  in  the  sacred  cause  of 
rpyalty. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

The  Author  treateth  up<m  the  greatness  of  his 
subject,  and  sheweth  how  illustrious  beings  are 
privileged  by  Heaven.  He  taketh  a  retrospect-^ 
Describeth  the  situativn  of  Fever^isle^-^Expected 
visitors — Valour  of  Clay  wrench — Wife  qfNar^ 
cissuS'-'His  indifference  to  the  opinion  qfhu 
wusali^  Arrival  of  the  Controller  of  Freezegaul 

.  and  the  Lord  o/BrushalL 

He  who  18  employed  to  write  on  illus- 
trious subjects  may  account  himself  a 
most  happy  and  highly  favoured  indiV 
vidual,.  since  the  difference  between 
mighty  add  mean  topics  is  like  that  be- 
tween diamonds  of  the  first  water  and 
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diamond  dross.     Put  the  former  into  the 
hands  oftbe  lapidary,  and,  however  awk- 
wardly he  may  work,  the  beauty  of  the 
materitil  will  reflect  credit  upon  his  en- 
deavours ;  but  let  him  be  the  most  skilful 
of  his^rade,  and  he  will  never  make  the 
dross  into  diamonds.     And  the  reason 
why  great  subjects  are  to  be  considered 
thus  highly  of,  is  not  merely  because  of 
their  rank  and  brilliance,  extrin^ically 
speaking  ;  but  it  is  also  on  this  account, 
jhat  the  greatest  of  all  persons  are  al- 
ways most  wise,  most  virtuous^  and  most 
good  t)eings  ;  for  that  which  is  very  vile 
in   a  meaner  being,   alters   its    nature ' 
when  it  rises  to  the  top  of  society,  and 
in  the  very. highest  degree  becomes  that 
which  is  most  honourable.     And  this^ 
by  the  way,  is   one  of  the  most  admira- 
ble ordinations  of  Providence,  since  the 
order   of  society  could    never  be  pre- 
ler^ed,  nor  the  due  distiaction  of  raoks^ 
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nor  the  e<|iiidibrmBiv  of  tbe  vniyeFsey  iC 
tbe  privilege  wetealtowjed  to  l|ie  scuovofi 
creatioi^  to  pi«k  bolefr  i*^  the  ^b^^i^^-* 
tiona  of  t|ie  verjip  choices!  ^^  itatfo^J|p«r 
For  an  example,  we  wiU  t^ke  KiogSr^adb 
Queena^  and  tbeir  illustrious  progei^ies  r 
bow  useful  la  the  eourt  and  GO»ati  tu^ioiw 
al  maxim  ot^tbe  most  enligbteaed  eoun.^. 
tries,  that  Kings  can  do  no  wrong ':  the 
{Mdociple  IS  somewhat  of  a  piece  with 
the  iaialUhility  of  tl^e  Pope;  and  tmthv 
such  a  wide  latitfide^  that  it  neutralizea 
ail  the  properties  of  sioy  ^id  c9Biplete^ 
ly  changes  all  the  system  of  right  aod 
wrongs.      Almighty    God    haith  coodet; 
scendingly.  iaserted  a  clause  of  exemp*^ 
tion  for  these  very  high  orders  of  peo-/ 
pie  in  all  his  statu^tes  against  wicke^-* 
ness,   and  hath    thus    kindly   weigbe4 
crime,  not  according  to  its  operation  ofi 
the  moral  eooiiomy    pf  the  worlc},'  but, 
by  the  sank   and  ,<|oality  of  him  whp^. 
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commits  it:  ^^o,  kings  and  regedts,  and 
such  like  meteors  of  mankind,  may  sin 
how,  when;  and  where  they  please,  and 
Who  the  devil  dares  to  find  fault  witl; 
ttiem  for  it>  Let  the  Baronet  oracle  of 
Narcissus  produce  a  better  argument  to 
excuse  the  eccentric  absurdities  of  his 
master  if  he  can! 

'We  might  carry  the  principle   a  great 
deal  further  were  it  necessary  for  our 
purpose,  but  we  have  not  the  slightest- 
desire  to  take  any"  unnecessary  I&bour 
upon  ourselves.     We  have    established^ 
it  sufficiently  that  the  greatest  of  nien 
are  the  most  greatly  privileged  by  Hea« 
yen,  who  hath  given  them  passions  as 
warm  and  unruly  as  any  other  beings 
are  possessed  ofj  with  an  unbounded  la-* 
titude  for  their  indulgence,  and,  at  the  , 
same  time,  hath  exempted  them  from 
all  moral  and  religious   responsibility ; 
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and  having  done  all  thilB,  we  certainljf 
have  strictly  fulfilled  .the  injunctions 
which  Narcissus  conveyed  to  us  through 
his  organ,  Mahony. 

The  castle  in  which  Narcissus  resides 
is  surrounded  by  the  dwellings  of  his 
father's  vassals,  for  the  old  gentleman  is 
the  lord  of  a  most  extensive  manor» 
which  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  bj  a 
very. wide  and  deep  ditch.  For  many 
years  his  lordship  has  employed  his  peo« 
pie  in  manufacturing  vessels  of  various 
descriptions,  made;  out  of  the  best 
sort  of  timber  which  grows  on  th^ 
manor,  with  which  he  has  filled  this 
ditch,  and  in. the  manceuvring  of  which^ 
the  vassals  have  become  so  very  expert, 
that  none  of  the  neighbouring  lords  can 
approach  his  shores  without  his  special 
.permission.  Some  who  have  had  the 
.temerity  to  fit  out  vessels  to  destroy  his^ 
c  6 
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have  been  compelled  to  acknowledge 
the  superior  skill  and  bravery  of  the 
tassals  of  the  Fever-isle, , bo  called,  it  is 
said,  from  the  fickleness  of  its  dtmo-^ 
sphere,whichcausesa  regular  importation 
of  fevers  and  other  disorders.  The  rea- 
der will  have  gathered,  from  the  intro-i 
ductory  chapter,  if  he  hath  deigned  to 
read  it,  that  the  old  lord  was  so  ill,  (to 
the  great  sorrow  of  his  vassals,  who,  ill 
truth,  loved  him  much,;  as  to  be  ob^ 
liged  to  surrender  the  management  of  the 
tnanor  into  the  hands  of  his  friends^ 
and  they  gave  it  to  Narcissus  as  being 
the  next  heir-at-law.  Great  hopes  had 
been  entertained  by  the  vassals  that, 
when  Narcissus  shouM  come  into  power, 
he  would  make  some  alterations  in  the 
establishment  at  the  diffei^nt  castles  of 
his  father,  and  Would  correct  some  little 
abuses  which  had  crept  into  the  manage- 
ment, in  cofisequence  of  the  ol4  lerd^ 
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91  State  of  health  for  some  years  pie- 
nious;  and/iQdeed^.thebailiff  and  a  lew; 
ef  tbe  chief  yassals,  who,  bad  always 
been  consulted  by  my  lord  on  eyery  oc-r 
casion,  were  so  miich  afraid  lest  tbeit 
conduct  sboald  be  looked;  info,  tbat  tbey 
tied  down  Narciasuj  ta  act  upon  theU 
adTTce,  a»  his  father  bad  cioDe^  for  the  firsl 
Iwelre  mottths  aft^  be  should  be  ipvestt 
ed  with  tbe  supreme  ma^a^etiieikt.    Tbif 
lestraint  etura^^  Nareissiis  prodigiousljr 
at  the  time,  bat  he  wm  c^MApfeHed  t9 
comply  ;  Bevefth^kss,  at  the  expiration 
•€  these  twelve  looQtb^  bia  an^et  bad  f^^ 
eofloptetefef    passed  away,   tb^t  to  tbf 
great  &8apf>oiatmeiit  and  luMto^isbnieQt 
et  the  imffmls,  be .  eofrtieae^A  thes^  .peif 
ieas  in  bis  confi^^ce,  aifid  broke^  tW^aOr 
lema  pledge  wfancb  be  had  gii^R  ^.flV 
the  firieadsiaDd  coiBpaniMrSipf  hi^  e^)y 
daye,  «ome  of  whom  badi  piiatejirialiy ,  }VfT 
liftfed  their,  prtirite  laikiiaes  to  ^^^ 
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cftte  him  from   the  juvenile  difficulties 
hito  U'hich  his  follies  bad  so  frequently 
plunged  hi 01,  under  the  impression,  and 
with  the    rational    e)ipectation,  ^  that, 
whenever  the  power  should  be  vested  io 
his  hands^  the  inclination  to  repay  debts 
1^    gmtitude  would    not    be    wanteds 
^me  of  the  vassals   have  even  goiMi 
ao  far  as  to  say  that  a  .compact  was  en^ 
tered  into  between   Narcissus  and  bis 
Aew  friends,  by  which  the  latter  undtB^ 
took  to  leave  him  at  full  liberty^to  purn 
iuehis  own  pleasures,  and  to  find  hia 
in  BQfteans,  provided  tbey  were  left  totht 
UncomroUed  mani^ementof  the  manor; 
Sil  consequence  of  which  the  vassab  were 
Tailed  upon  to  contribute   fresh  sums 
t^efy  day  to  provide  for  the  pleasurfs  of 
tile  deputy-lord  and  bis  counsellors*  The 
oaMle  was  a  contiquel  scene  of  exeeAi 
and  splendor;  and,   totally  regardless  of 
f hQ  old  I<H*d^t  likmeuteble  situetion^  Nai^ 
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cissuB  tiod  his  mother  were  continu- 
ally giving  dinners  and  dances  to  the 
principal  of  the  vassals  and  their  wives 
and  families.  Narcissus,  also,  finding 
himself  less  restrained  than  usual,  in- 
creased thie  circle  of  his  private  enjoy- 
ments, and  gained  new  mistresses,  and 
toyed  and  played  away  the  hours  which 
bis  father  had  been  accustomed  to  de- 
vote to  business.  Indeed,  as  some  of 
the  principal  people  have  been  jteard  to 
*ay,  in  the  words  of  Shakespear— ^ 


»«« Tbe  Coart 


'*  Show*d  like  a  riotpus  iao ;  epicariim  and  losl 
**  Made  it  more  like  a  latern  or  a  brotbel 
•*Thiuiagrtic*di^akuaB.'^        ^ 

\  This  wa^  tbd  state  of  afiairs  at  the 
Hme  Irfafen  the  lords  of  two  other  manorsi 
who  had  been  assisting  tb^  lord'of  Feven> 
isle  to  overthrow  an  usurper  bf  a  neigb- 
Imurii^  ^tite»  e&presaed  their  intentioa 
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to  pay  a  visit  to  Narcissus,  if  they  could 
inanage  to  get  ac^ross  the  ditch  ;  for  not- 
ivithi^tan'ding  they  were  tery  great  and 
very  powerful  lords,  they  had  net.  ts& 
much  as  a  cockle-shell  which  they  dorsl 
launch  without  pemnission  of  the  mjs-» 
tress  of  the  ditch,  a€i  Fever-isle  was  cali^ 
ed.  Narcissus  immediately  dispatched 
one  of  his  brothers,  who  was  the  com* 
mander  of  the  vessels,  with  sufficient 
number  to  bring  over  the  Controller  of 
Freezegaul  and  the  Lord  of  Brusball,  and 
all  the  vassals  whom  they  might  choose 
to  bring  with  them.  This  mighty  com- 
xnander,  however,  who  was  called  Clay- 
wrench^  notwithstafiding he  had forsome 
years  been  appointed  to  command  the 
Tcss^k  of  the  Feter^ste^  h«d  Marcely 
prer  ventured  u^poR  thre  diteh^  l^ot  liaid 
executed  alt  hi»  work  by  deputy,  as  wa» 
the  general  custom  iur  the  island,  wheut 
persoBs  were  eUber  too  iadoieirt  oi  to4» 
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proud  to  do  the  duty  themselves.  Not 
that  CU^ywrench  was  either  too  indolent 
or  too  proud,  but  whether  or  not  he  had 
a  spice  in  his  composition  of  a  certain- 
quality  called  cottardice^  which  prevent*^ 
cd  him  from  defending  the  rights  of  the' 
ditch  in  propria  person4,  hath  never 
been  ascertained*  This  commander, 
however,  determined  not  to  bring  over 
the  twogr^at  lords  by  deputy  ;  he  there- 
fore went  on  board  a  splendid  resseU 
which  bad  been  prepared  purposely  for 
his  reception,  and  sailed  to  the  other  side 
of  the  ditch  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
expected  visitors. 

The  vassals  at  home,  mean  wlrile,  beiny 
pretty  merry,  blunt,  and  welUconceit- 
ed  sort  of  persona,  by  way  of  whiHiig* 
tway  the  hours  tintfl  these  lords  should 
eome)  (for  by  the  way  the  expectation  of 
them  bad  complet^y  taken  away  aU  ap- 
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petite  for  labour,)  began  to  joke  and  to 
crack  their  witticisms  upon  the  valour  of 
Clayiwreijch,  who  thus  boldly  adventured 
out  on  the  ditchy  in  spite  of  foes  and  tem- 
pests. That  be  had  courage  none  doubt- 
ed^ who  considered  for  a  moment  that 
be  had  for  many-years  lived  with  a  lady, 
who,  as  report  says,  used  to  reduce  him 
to  cibedience^  when  he  was  disposed,  ta 
run  rusty^  by  the  unconcjuerable  argu- 
ment of  the  poker  or  the  hearth-brush  ; 
tod,  by  means  of  these  powerful  figures 
of  rhetoric,  absolutely  contrived,  with 
8ome  difficulty,  to  render  him  a  decent 
member  of  society.  Some  might  have 
been  fearful  to  raise  a  poker  or  a  brush 
against  such  an  illustrious  head,  yet»oQ 
consideration,  it  s^pears  but  reasonable 
that  she  who  allowed  him  the  free  use  of 
her  p^fBon,  should,  in  return,  be  granted 
a  retaliatory  privil^e.  Be  this  as  it 
may^  however,  he  had  the  intoepidity  tq 
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bear  all  her  buffetings  of  tongue,  or 
whatever  other  instrument  bbe  might  te* 
sort  to,  for  aperies  of  years,  therefore  it 
was  not  to  be  disputed  that  he  bad  cou<« 
rage. 

Some  of  the  vassals  ui^ed  that  lewdly 
heads  were  very  precious  things,  and 
ought  to  be  tiaken  especial  care  of,  and 
not^  to  be  trusted  to'  the)  indiscriminate 
ing  impudence  of  storms,  which  would 
not  rage  a  whit  the  less. fiercely^  because 
the  brother  of  the  deputy^lord  was^expo* 
sed  to  them ;  while  others  veiy  loudly 
asserted,  that  however  valuable  lordly 
beads  might  be  accounted  in  some  ma- 
nors, where  they  were  of  a  better  sort, 
those  of  Fever-isle  were  such  uncommon 
awkward,  thick,  and  brainless  bullheads, 
that  if  they  did  fose  a  few  of  them  the  mft- 
nor  would  be  none  the  worse  for  the  loss ; 
and  this  appeared  to  be  the  very  general 
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opinkm.  Tberefore  no  grett  oljectioA 
WW  ntode  to  the  voyage  of  Clajwrenbch^ 
OD  the  score  of  any  possible  danger  ^dbicb: 
mif  ht  bcfal  hiiii> 

The  name  ^f  Narcissus  also  \!^as  treat- 
ed ratfater  ui>cereiBOBk>«isly  about  this 
time  by  f  be  vassakr,  smce  he  had  very 
vatWisdy  ^tired  bb  mother  to  forbids 
bis  vrife  from  coming  to  a  public  pavtyt 
whicfa  she  was  aboat  to  give,  as  he  wasi 
determined  never  to  meet  her  againr-^ 
Tbe  vainals  were  very  angry  with  this, 
as  the  wife  of  Narcissus,  who  was  called 
Geriiciama,  bad  never  been  convicted  of 
any  offisnce  agaiiMit  ber  husband,  and 
was  supposed  onty  to  have  been  pot 
away  and  persecuted  through  the  influ-^ 
ence  of  a  set  of  base  add  interested  com-*: 
panionR  of  Narcissus.  The  vassals  were 
very  loud  in  their  complaints  of  the  injn* 
ries  and  insults  heaped  upon  jQennania^ 
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knd,  whenever  Narciaisus  ventured  to 
appear  abroad!,  he  was  received  with  hiss- 
es and  other  tokens  of  disapprobation.— > 
On  being  consoled  by  Mahony  one  day, 
after  escaping  from  a  scene  of  this  de- 
scription. Narcissus  exclaimed,  **^ Think 
not  a  moment  about  it,  Mahony  ;  'tis 
the  only  way  in  which  g-ee^^  can  express 
their  applause/*  Thus  lightly  did  the 
discontent  and  the  murmuriifgs  of  the 
vassals  sit  on  the  mind  of  Narcissus,  and 
tbas  reckless  was  he  of  public  opinion. 

The  announcement  of  the  arrival  of 
the  strangers  diverted  the  attention  of 
the  vassals  from  Narcissus.  The  road 
all  the  way  from  the  ditch  to  the  castle 
was  lined  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  ma- 
nor, prepared  to  give  a  welcome  to  the 
new  visitors  ;  from  hour  to  hour,  from 
morn  to  night,  they  waited  patiently, 
until  it  was  communicated  to  them  that 
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the  two  great  lords  had  arriyed  at  the 
cattle,  baying  wrapped  themselves  up  in 
thick  great  coats,  and  otherwise  disguised 
themselves  for  the  purpose  of  escaping: 
notice.    This  hoax  very  much  angered 
the  vassals,  at  first ;  for  there  is   not  a 
manor  upon  earth,  where  the  inhabit* 
ants  are  so  little  disposed  to  overlook  or 
to  f6i*give  any    improper  slight   upon 
theittselves,  haying  a  very  high  opinion 
of  their  own  rights  and  importance.— -> 
They  have  also  an  uncommon  abtipathy 
to  hoaxingi^  ^here  themselves  are  the 
subjects,  and  generally  contrive  to  keep 
in  their  minds  for  a   long  time  the  im- 
pressions made  by  any  tricks  which  may 
have  been  played  upon  them,  until  a  fit 
opportunity  shall  Ofier  itself  for  reveng- 
ing them.   In    this   instance,   however, 
for  onee,  they  departed  from  their  usual 
custom,  and,  in   consideration   of   the 
gallantry  which  these  lords  had  display- 
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ed  ID  battle,  and  in  fai^ther  consideration 
of  the  very  condescending  and  concilia- 
tory  manner  in  which  they  conducted 
themselves,  when  the  vassals  came  to  see 
them  at  the  old  lumbering  castle  which 
had  been  fitted  up  for  their  reception, 
they  dismissed  all  their  indignant  [eeU 
ings  from  their  breasts^  and  began  to 
"welcome  them  most  vociferously,  giving 
them  the  most  uproarious  proofs  in  theif 
power  of  the  extent  and  the  strength  of 
the  rapture  which  they  felt  on  the  occa* 
lion. 
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t>ifference  heHibten   fmmmi  uthd  higher    M/k,'^ 

cissusfor  Lady  Longbonnet, — Proposal  of  Nat' 
tissus. — Hesitation  of  Lady  Longbojmet^ — 
Meeting  with  her  Brother. 

In  the  common  classes  of  society  there 
are  certain  ^'  small  sweet  courtesies  of 
life  which  make  smooth  the  way  of  it/' 
Henry  goes  to  visit  Samuel,  and,  is  met 
by  his  friend  at  the  door,  who  gives  hiin 
a  cordial  shake  by  the  hand;  bids  him 
welcomci  and  introduces  him  to  his  wife 
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tnd  famrly,  orders^  a  bed  to  be  made  up 
for  birn  in  bis  best  apartment,  places 
bim  at  bis  wife^s  right  hand  at  table« 
takes  him  about  every  where,  and  exerts 
bimself  to  make  his  visitor  pass  away 
bis  hours  pleasantly^  These  constitute 
fome  of  the  priacipal  enjoyments  of  th§ 
(community;  but  in  illustrious  lifigs 
Biaoners  vary  prodigiously  from  this  pic^ 
Xwre.  There  is  a  degree,  of  dignify  at* 
Upbed  to  sQch  a  situatioa  as  that  of  Nar; 
(is^us,  which  prevents  this  freedoipn  of  io'* 
tercoyrs^,  this  unrestrained  communioq^ 
^f  frie^l^bip  ;  for  it  c^qnot  b^  doqbt^d| 
.Wflce  the  ipbftbitantg  of^s^istles  (t^ll  w  sp> 
t^  it  h9d  ^^em  highly  infle^rous,  im4 
Amigittofy  ftom  hi?,  dignjllyi  for  Nar^iit 
«tts  10  h^i^^  Ufte^j  hifi  l€«8,  jii^d  arnas,  an4 
tongue,  .«ad  <rtber  m^^b^fP  9^  fwvlr 
lies,  as  bis  vassals  would  feftv,ii  done ;  i| 
mould  hd^^  bbe«i  at  wee,  4^troying  ti^ 
dktiuetloii  hetweieQ  kird;)U>ti  ke»m^rt 
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In  another  point  of  view,  also,  it  would 
havebfadan  improper  ten;clency;  it  might 
have  lessened  the  respect  of  the  visitors 
for  their  host,  to  i)ave  discovered  that 
his  rapture  to  give  them  a  welcome  en- 
tirely got  the  mastery  over  his  official 
pride  ;  and  that  after  all  which  had  been 
said  about  the  power  and  the  wealth  of 
this  Fever-isle,  the  chief  of  it  was  nothing 
better  than  a  cooHnon  clodhopper,  and 
did  not  understand  the  etiquette  of  cas- 
tles. Narcissus,  however,  was  too  good 
&  judge  of  his  own  place^'&c.  to  suffer 
bis  visitors  to  form  Uny  improper  notions 
of  his  character.  Besides,  he  bad  no 
great  desire  to  run  belter-skelter  down 
the  great  road  to  the  castle,  at  a  time 
when  all  his  vassals  were  abotit;  andaf- 
ter  the  very  recent  specimens  of  displ^h- 
sure  which  he  bad  received  from  them, 
be  bad  no  very  anxious  desire  that  bis 
visitors  should  bear  tbe  bisaiiigs  witli 
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whicb^  perchance,  he  might  have  been 
assailed,  lest  they  should  not  recollect 
that  his  vassals  were  geese,  and  had  no 
other  way  of  showing  thei  r  approbation  f 
He  had  deputies  enow  to  convey  his  feli- 
citations, without  either  endangering^ 
his  safety,  degrading  the  dignity  of  his 
situation,  or  quitting  for  a  moment  the 
rapturous  enjoyments  ofCura^oa,  aJi-r 
quor  remarkable  for  its  power  of  invi- 
^oration  and  inspiration,  and  to  which 
Narcissus  was  very  greatly  attached.r— 
To  be  sure,  he  had  his  couriers  and 
messengers,  and  a  variety  of  great  per- 
sons in  waiting,  ready  to  convey  to  him 
the  first  news  of  their  approach  to  his 
castle,  that  he  might  have  time  very  mcr 
tbodically  and  systematically  to  set  his 
foot  within  the  entrance  saloon,  to  make 
his  most  graceful  bow,  and  extend  his 
arms  theatrically  to  meet  apd  receive  the 
embraces  of  his  guests. 

VOL.    I.  D 
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Narcissus  was  universally  considered 
the  best  bred  gentleman  in  the   world; 
viz.  he  could  say  the  most  with  the  least 
meaning,  and   yet  in   such   a  mode  of 
elegance  did  he  dress  up  nothing,  that  to 
the  ear  unpractised  in  polished  life,  it 
would  seem  to   express  every  thing. — 
He.could  bridal  his  passionswith  unusual 
Irmrcess  ;  could  keep  up  a  spirited  repar- 
tee with  admirable  effect,  unless  the  spi- 
rit of  his  heart  was  counterweighed  by 
the  spirit  in  his  head  ;  he  could  so  me- 
tamorphose hnguBge  as  to  make    the 
acme  of  indelicacy  appear  to  be  the  soul 
of  decoram,  though,  after  all,  it  was  but 
a  well  dressed  and  elegant  bawd  ;    he 
could  play  the  hypocrite,  religious,  mo- 
rrf,  or  political,   whenever  he  chose  to 
conceal    his  real   feelings;  and  withal, 
he  could  make  the  most  gentletnaniy  ac- 
knowledgment for  a  compliment  which 
can  be  imagined,  or  so  speak  a  flattering 
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tilings  as  to  give  it  a  more  than  ordinary 
sweetness  to  the  ear.  He  was  well  versed 
in  physics  and  metaphysics  ;  itnderstood 
anatomy,  that  of  females  in  particular  ; 
could  write  poetry,  set  it  to  music,  play 
and  sing  it  with  exquisite  taste ;  he  was 
a  connoisseur  in  pictures ;  a  man  of 
reading  and  a  scholar  ;,  he  studied  much^ 
but  principally  Anacreon,  Aristotle, 
Chaucer,  and  others  of  the  same  com- 
plexion^ as  he  had  only  a  smattering  of 
history,  which  he  picked  up  acciden- 
tally ;  a/id,  to  crown  his  excellencies,  he 
had  an  astonishing  fine  taste  for  old  wo-> 
men.  Youth  and  beauty,  which  usually 
win  mankind,  had  no  chan^ms  for  him  ; 
the  first  requisite  to  render  a  woman  ini- 
mitable was  age,  the  second  bulk  ;r— the 
loveliness  of  twenty  met  with  no  amorous 
smiles  at  his  castle,  while  the  sight  of  a 
grandmother  roused  all  the  passions  of 
bis  nature  to  excess* 
D  3 
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The  qualifications  of  Narcissus,  how- 
ever, were  in  danger  of  an  eclipse  the 
moment  the  Controller  of  Freezegaul 
^et  bis  foQt  in  the  Castle.  He  was  a  tall 
comely  man  of  some  thirty-seven,  and 
the  fam^  of  his  exploits  had  pre-disposed 
all  mankind  in  his  favour.  He  was  also 
amorous,  and  it  -was  youth  which  gained 
his  affections  ;  upon  age  he  looked  with 
the  most  chilling  indifference.  He 
adopted  Caesar's  motto,  "  Veni,  Vidi, 
Vici  ;**  for  it  was  his  constant  maxim  to 
make  love  the:  avant  courier  of  enjoy- 
ment, and  to  suffer  no  time  to  elapse  be- 
tween the  arrival  of  the  farmer  and  the 
approach  of  the  latter,  lest  envious  Hea- 
ven should,  in  some  wayward  moment, 
forget  he  was  a  Controller,  and  throw, 
an  impediment  in  his  way.  No  sooner 
did  the  Controller  set  eyes  upon  the 
beauties  of  this  manor  than  he  began  to 
kiss  and  talk  sweetly  to  them, and  seemed 
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to  entertain  hostile  designs  against  their, 
hearts  ;  for  his  title  was  a  pretty  sHra 
earnest  of  victory  to  him  wherever  be 
chose  to  direct  his  aim.  Just  before 
him  came  his  sister,  the  Lady  Longbon« 
net,  a  charming  young  widow  of  some 
two  or  three  and  twenty,  whom  rumour 
had  intended  to  bestow  on  one  of  the 
brothers  of  Narcissus ;  but  when  she 
found  that  they  had  all  remarkably  large 
heads,  which  were  but  very  scantily 
supplied  with  brains,  and,  likewise,  that 
they  were  but  a  fickle  set  of  gentlemen, 
she  altered  her  mind,  and  boldly  resolved 
to  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  any  of 
the  minor  members  of  the  great  family 
of  the  Fever-isle.  But  Narcissus  himself 
seemed  to  have  cast  a  longing  eye  upon 
this  lovely  lady,  and  made  no  scruple  of 
declaring  to  her  his  passion ^  according 
to  some  of  ,the  rumours  of  the  day,  Which 
go  on  to  state,  that  sbe  objected^  in  con- 
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aequem^e  of  bis  having  a  wife^  whom  he 
had  used  ill :  ^^  and,^  said  she,  ^^  yoa 
will  perhaps  not  find  the  consistories  and 
the  councils  and  the  vassals  of  your  age 
quite  so  accommodating  as  they  were  in 
the  days  of  your  eighth  lord  Harry,  who 
was,  in  truth,  a  very  fortunate  lord,  and 
bad  a  very  happy  knack  of  gaining  the 
objects  of  his  love/*  Narcissus  informed 
her,  that  he  hoped  to  be  soon  able  to  sa^ 
tisfy  her  on  that  head,  for  that  he  con- 
sidered the  levities  and  the  kin  of  bis 
wife  quite  as  sound  reasojis  now  in  fevour 
of  his  release  as  they  had  been  considered 
in  the  cases  of  the  ladies  Catherine  and 
Anne  Boleyne,  at  the  period  she  alluded 
lo.  The  lady  Longbonnet  made  no  re- 
ply at  the  time,  but  carried  the  argument 
of  Narcissus  home  for  her  private  medi- 
tations, when  she  immediately  began  to 
yevolve  it  in  her  mind.  Narcissus  was 
but  a  deputy  lofd  of  a  manor,  while 
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Hmrf  was  a  powerful   lord ;    aad  the 
tiuesy  too,  were  very  fevourabk  to  hia 
views,  the  p^>pJe  being  anxious  to  throw 
off  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  aod  there- 
fore aided  the  lord  out  oi  Q»ei«  apite  to 
^is  Holiness,  Yet  if  this  were  considered 
a  good  ground  for  Henry,   it  would  act 
as^a  strong  precedent  fqt  Narcissus ;  and 
surely  that  which  wais  flowed  la  be  law 
w4  jtistiee  for  a  lord,  was  also  law  and 
justiee  for     a  deputy-lord^    Was    the 
person  of    Nareisius    agreeable  ?  She 
could  not  make  any  solid  objection  to  it; 
he  was  rather  okt^  somewhat  more  thaa 
dmihle  her  awn  ag$ ;  but  a»  he  had  com- 
^plimentedlier  so  far  as  to  relinquish  in 
her  favour  all  his  prepossessions  in  favour 
of  gr€mdm0ther$t  and  other  mairanfy  and 
eorpufeni  ladief,   she  thought  it  was  but 
right  she  should  meet  him  half  way« 
and  give  up  her  predilectiooa  fax  younger 
gentlemen.     Hehada  good4Eaanor*  and 
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6ould  afford  to  keep  her  in  spl^iidof  ; 
Ills  vassals  appeared  to  be  very  food  of 
her;  and,  on  the  whole,  it  would  not  be 
quite  prudent  to  reject  the -subject  with- 
out duQ  deliberation.  She  resolved  to 
consult  her  brother. 

'  It  was  at  this  interesting  moment  that 
the  Controller  of  Freezegaul  arrived*— 
The  Lady  Longbonnet  was  seated  in  her 
drawing-room  wrapped  in  meditation 
on  this'  very  Subject,  when  a  carriage 
stopped  at  the  door,  arid  immediately  af* 
terwards  a  Voice  on  /the  stair-case  ex- 
claimed, "  It  is  the  Controller  !''  She 
could  hear  no  more ;  the  next  instant 
they  were  encircled  in  each  other's  arms. 
It  was  some  time  before  either  recovered 
sufficient  composure  to  ent^r  into  a  cool 
conversation;  their  feelings  were  in  a 
'  high  state  of  fermentation  ;  but  the  eva» 
poration   having    at     length    subsided^ 
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"  welcome,  my  brother,"  said  Lady 
LoDgbonnet,  ^^to.  Fever. isle.  I  have 
impatiently  waited  your  comiDg,  andihe 
vassals  of  the  taanor  have  run  wildmth 
curiosity  to  see  the  cha^iser  of  into* 
lence  !*'  '  ^ 

*'  Bv  Heaven,  sister,"  replied  the  Con- 
troller, ''  I  am  so  lost  in  astonishment 
at  the  apparent  wealth  and  number  of 
these  vassals,  as  well  as  the  manner  ia 
which  they  have  received  me,  that  I 
really  scarcely  know  how  to  use  my 
tongue.  They  must  be  an  eccentric  peo- 
ple, methinks.  But  you  have  had  more 
time  to  study  them — what  think  you  of 
their  character  ?*'  -*  ^ 

•^  They  are  oddities,  be  assured,  my 

dear  brother,'"was  her  ladyshipVanswer, 

**  and  very  little  like  your  vassaUi'    They 

are  very  bold,  and  make  no  more  hesi* 

D  5 


dbyGoogk 


3A  A  vovTH  m  lomv. 

faftbfi  to  opposfi  t&efr  lord  when  he  bap« 
peMi  t^Q  displease  theixtt  than  I  sJbould  of 
epfiosiog  my  cook  if  he  were  abetiit  to 
dkeflw  a  dinner  contrary  to  my  \vishe8. — 
They  are  fond  of  me,  mid  I  am  grateful 
,  for  their  preference/' 

^'  That  IB  no  proof  of  their  eecentrici* 
ty^  however/'  answered  the  Controller ; 
V  hut  what  are  their  habits  pss^.  ?" 

"  Oh,  hrother  ;  their  babital  Mfhyr, 
they  eat  and  they  drink,  and  they  walk 
alk>ut,  and  ride  about,  and  make  atefid^ 
Ue  noke  in  the  streets.  They  am  sa^* 
ther  hasty  in  their  tempeos,  and  have  a 
very  blunt  mode  of  expressing  them-* 
selves.  I  never  move  out  without  a  Iong*> 
crretintie  at  my  heels  than  ever  I  could 
command  in  Freeaegaul ;  and  every  now 
and  then  they  make  a  most  vociferous 
catury)  enough:  to  Dead  the  wij  akifiiH 
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an^HoBMnHig^  as  one  of  themiDterpreted 
it  tome  when  I  first  caBie,  and  enquired 
the  reason  of  such  a  very  great  nois^ 
*^My  Lady,  we  are  very  glad  to  see 
you."  They  have  also  a  method  of  hi^* 
ifig  like  snakes  or  geese,  and  they  have 
treated  the  Lord  with  a  specimen  or  two 
«f  this  description  ^nce  I  have  been  fa^^, 
as  much  as  to  say,  '  Sir,  we  don't  like 
your  goings  on,  and  we  have  no  wish  to 
set  eyes  on  you  aay  more  till  ye^  caa 
behave  better  \' '* 

*^  That  is  a  tolerable  specimen  of  their 
independence,  indeed,'^  answered  the 
Controller;  '^rather  impudent,  too,  I 
think/^ 

«*  So  I  thought,  brother,  at  first,  but  I 
begin  now  to  be  used  to  it.  It  seems^ 
firom  their  history,  which  I  have  occu- 
pied myself  in  looking  into  since  1  came 
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here,  that  they  have  once  cut  off  their 
lord's  head,  because  he  bore  rather  hard- 
ly upon  them,  and  have  forced  several 
of  their  lords  to  measuries  of  submission, 
so  that  they  are  obliged  to  be  attended 

to  a  little  ;  and ** 

<     .  .     .  ,         '  .      -  , 

'  The  conversation  was  broken  into  by 
'the  entrance  of  some  of  the  great  friends 
bf  Narcissus,  who  had  come  in  his  name 
to  bid  the  Controller  welcome,  and  to 
conduct  him  to  their  deputy-lord,  to 
meet  the  Lord  of  Brushall^  who  had  just 
arrived,     . 
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The  author  defenieth  curiosity — detaileth  the  con* 
fusion  of  the  Castle  cooks r-descantetk  on  the 
value  of  eativg  and  drinkiifg — Whiskers-^Wis* 
dom  of  Kings  and  Lards  of  Misnors. 

1  HOSE  who  call  curiosity  a  vice,  igno- 
rantly  or  wittingly,  (they  are  welcome  to 
determine  it  which  way  they  please,)  li- 
bel all  mankind^  since  it  is  palpably  ob- 
vious that  none  is  free  from  it.  Let 
them  moderate  the  censure,  and  apply 
the  name  to  the  excess,  and  we  may  pos- 
sibly be. inclined  to  concur  in  opinion 
with  them  in  some  instances.  Surely 
it  18  not  a  vice^  when  it  excites  man  to 
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^rsuits  of  useful  knowledge,    when  it 
teaches  him    to  explore  the  ^mysteries 
of  science,  when  it  impels  him  to  an  ac* 
quaintance  w  itb  the  manners  and  ctts- 
toms,  and  laws  and  productions,  and  in^ 
stitQtions,  of  other  countries    tban   his 
own,  and  stimulates  him  to  that  glorious 
expansion  of  mind  which  is  the  norse  of 
genius;    What  is  it  which  has  led  to  tlie ' 
gradual  civiiizatioa  of  the  human   &pe« 
cies  ?  Curiosity  !  What  has  caused  the 
exploration  of   the  bowels  of  nations, 
and  the  discovery  of  all  the  precious  trea* 
sures  concealed  in  the  womb  of  nature  f 
Curiosity  I  Curiosity  is  the  main  spring 
of  human  exertion  ;  for,  without  a.  thirst 
after  knowledge,  which  is  curiosity^  the 
lords  of  aU  the  manors  on  the  universe, 
as  well  9S  their  vassals,  had  been,  at  this 
momi'^nt,  objects  of  pity^  little  removed 
from  the  cliaracter  of  bea»ts  of  tbs  ioteht. 
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And  it  was  curiosity  which  drew  the 
Controller  of  Freezegaul  and  the  Lord 
of  Brushall,  and  their  train  of  warriors 
and  vasaak,  ov^r  to  the  Fever- isle;  thi« 
waa^tbe  propelKng  impulse  which  made 
them  leave  their  manors  to  the  care  of 
their  prineipat  tenantry,  while  they 
crossed  the  wide  and  deep  ditch  to  loo^ 
at  tUa  wonderful  isle.  Rt^port  had  in^ 
flaiaed  their  deaires  to  behold  the  coun^ 
try  which  was  so  loudJy  talked  of  oq 
tbeicowni  manors;  therefore,  plaaki^g 
mp  a  galkmt^  resolution,  the  tw^  great 
lords^  with  a  sort  of  hop^  step,  and  jump 
jpurney,  pitehed  Upoi>  one  of  the  littla 
Becks  of  laud  which  fringed  the  estate; 
aad  were  now  conducted  with,  iincom^ 
moUi  poflofy  inte  the  pfesence  of  the  dig* 
sified  Narcbsuaw 

The  i^eat  pcefparatiofi^v  iumenyait,  whidb 
tsok  place^  in.  the  exj^s^tatieii  ^i  lhea# 
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lords  were  not  confined  to  tbeprinci' 
pal  or  state  rooms  of  the  castle.  An 
equal  or  superior  degree  of  bustle  per- 
vaded tlie  kitchens,  sciilleries,  stables, 
iind  every  department.  The  head  cook 
in  the  castle  was  an  inhabitant  of  the 
neighbouring  manor  which  these  lords 
had  been  subduing,  and  Fricassee  could 
not  brook  the  idea  of  providing  whole- 
some food  for  the  invaders  of  his  native 
estate.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  he  received 
Orders  to  provide  a  sumptuous  enter- 
tainment,' he  began  to  fume  and  to  fret 
at  a  prodigious  rate,  and,  b^ing  of  a  very 
passionate  temper,  at  a  single  blow  he 
dashed  a  most  superb  cut-glass  stand 
into  a  thousand  atoms.  The  crash  gave 
him  ease,  and  an  ample  volley  of  oaths 
imn>ediately  escaped  him.  He  was  mix- 
ing an  unparalleled  pudding,  the  very 
thefd*ceuvre  of  his  art ;  a  bo^le  of  julep 
was  standing  by  his  side  intended  %  one 
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of  bk  subordinateiB.  Mistakes  are  baturaU 
ly  the  effect  of  a  perturt^d  mind  ;  and 
passion  had  so  blindied  the  penetration 
of  Fricassee,  that,  instead  of  port  wine^ 
which  unhappily  stoodat  his  tight  el- 
bow, he  snatched  the  opening  draught 
and  conveyed  it  into  the  bowels  of  the 
pudding.  So  great  was  the  confusion 
which  reigned  through  the  whole  kitch^ 
en,  that  to  none  byt  Fricassee  was  the 
accident  discernible,  sind  he,  chuckling 
within  himself,  at  the  anticipated  effects 
6f  his  superlative  composition,  inwardly 
swore  it  would  be  but  a  just  revenge  up- 
on  Narcissus  for  inviting  to  his  man6r 
the  lords  who  were  so  obnoxious  to  his 
principal  cook. 

Order  followed  order  in  rapid  succes- 
sion ;  and  the  whole  of  the  capacious 
larders  of  the  castle  were  filled  with 
lK)ars  and  eagles,  and  bucks  and  does^ 
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and  tortoiset)  and  every  other  species  of 
animal  which  oature  designed  Uxt  ooaa 
to  feed  upon.     Fricassee  ateo  (Ordered  a 
prodigkHis  quantity  of  frogs   mid  mice 
to  be  gathered  out  of  the  ditches  asd 
bogs  and  cid  baildii:^  about  the  manors 
to  make  into  side-dishes,  in  bfder  to  com- 
l^te  the  elegance  of  the  table.  He  also 
set^retly  vdwed  to  make  the  lordly  vis^ 
tors  partake  of  a  little  essence  of  toad, 
**  fbr,"  said  he,  *'  they  have  made  my 
countrymen,  begar,  eat  forced  meat,  and 
dishes  which  they  had  no  appe^te  nor 
iaelinatiaB  to  relish.*'  In  short,  the  pw^ 
veyors  of  the  kitchens  declare,   that  ne« 
ver  since  the  days  of  Hurlothumbo,  H»* 
liogabalus,    Salmagundi,    and    all    the 
rest  of  these  patrons  of  cooks  and  ca* 
terers,  did  such   a   profuse  assembly  of 
tfie  animal  md  veg^etable  creation  meei 
tcgether« 
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And  surely,  since  good  eating  and 
drinking  form  one  of  the  mMt  exqui^ 
site  pleasures  of  mortal  life^  if  we  are  to 
believe  certain  writers  and  the  pcactico 
of  experience^  it  is  but  reasonable  and 
just  tbat  lords  of  manors  who  have,  all 
luxuries  within  their  g)rasp»  should  in* 
dolge  themselves  therein  to  their  very 
hearts'  contents  For  what  more  imposing 
sight  can  be  imagined,  than  to  behold  a 
lord,,  with  a  paunch  of  some  four  yards 
ift  girtb,aAda  fece  bloated  and  blown 
€n£t  to  the  size  of  a  full  moon,  in  the 
act  of  stuffing  himself  with  the  ehoicesi 
delicaciesj  with  a  napkin  tucked  under 
his  chin,  making  hisbetly  the  first  and 
dearest  object  of  his  affection  and  cwte^, 
and  thus  illustrating  the  homely  maxim 
tfaaf.  charity  begins  at  home  I**  Such  is 
the  portrait  of  N^rcissus^  who^-  wbensome 
of  his  more  manly  faculties  had  falLen 
▼icthna  to  the  excess  of  bis  indulfeaicea» 
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consoled  himself  \^ith  the  idea  that  he 
had  stilt  the  disposition  and  the  ability 
left  to  gorge  two  or  three  pounds  of 
solid  meat  per  diem,  and  to  swallow, 
without  losing  his  reason,  his  nine  bot- 
tles of  wine.  In  these  matters  it  was 
his  pride  to  excel  all  his  vassals,  that  he 
might  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  their 
lord  ;  and  so  well  did  he  keep  up  his 
character  in  "this  particular,  that«  when 
his  friends  and  advisers  have  come  to 
seek  him  on  a  sudden  emergency^  it  was 
no  unusual  circumstance  to  find  him 
rolling  under  the  table  with  the  wife 
of  one  of  his  principal  vassals,  blessed 
with  an  equal  gift  of  flesh  with  himself, 
bearing  no  weak  resemblance  to  two 
i  butts  of  porter    rolling  from  a  brewer's 

*  dray,r  as  though  driink.  with  the   liquor 

*  which  filled  them. 

<;  No¥r  these  strange  lords  were.cometo 
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visit  him,  Narcissus  resolved  to  impress 
them  not  only  with  a  very  grand  idea  of 
his  wealth,  but  also  of  his  taste  and  un- 
surpassed talent  for  eating  and  drinking, 
and  to  tempt  them  into  a  little  intem- 
perance during  their  stay.  For,  as  his 
own  enjoyment  consisted  in  the  immo- 
derate use  of  the  good  things  of  this 
world,  it  was  very  natural  for  him  to 
persuade  himselfthat  others  of  equal  rank 
with  himself  could  not  but  be  impressed 
with  similar  sentiments  and  feelings. — 
He  therefore  Swore  by  his  Cura<joa,  which 
was  his  favourite.and  only  binding  oath, 
that  they  should  eat  and  drink  most 
sumptuously,  and  be  treated  in  a  man- 
ner which  would  do  no  discredit  to  the 
Bxanor  they  w^ere  come  to  visit. 

♦ 

While  Narcissus  was  thus  resolving 
within  himself  what  sort  of  treatment  he 
couldgive  to  his  visitors,  a  loudand  rMte- 
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rated  shouting  from  without  roused  him 
from  his  reflections.  Narcissus  was  very 
methodical  in  his  movements ;  no  earth- 
ly inducement  could  make  him  so  far 
forget  himself  as  to  commit  his  dignity 
by  any  unseemly  precipitation.  "  Is 
that  the  Controller,  or  the  Lord  of  Brush- 
all  ?"  asked  the  great  man,  yawning  and 
stretching  out  his  arms,  but  still  keep- 
ing firm  in  his  seat. 

"  Neither,  Sir,**  replied  Bumfield,  who 
was  stationed  at  the  window  to  make 
observations,  and  to  report  the  result  of 
his  discoveries  to  his  master ;  *^  the  vas- 
sals cry  out,  *  Bull-dog  I  Bull-dog!*  '* 

"  Put  on  my  whiskers,**  said  Narcis- 
sus. Bumfield  who  was  only  second  to 
Mahony  in  tidelity  and  ifl  obsequious- 
ness, reached  from  a  morocco  case, 
lined  with  satin  and  richly  ornamented 
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i¥itb  gold,  a  pair  of  enormous  patches  of 
sturdy  hair,  and,  holding  them  for  a  mo«* 
ment  before  the  fire,  by  one  single  stroke 
soldered  them  on  each  side  of  the  face  of 
Narcissus,  who,  surveying  the  contour 
of  his  countenance  in  a  huge  mirror 
which  stood  over  against  him,  exclaim- 
ed, ^'  Bravo,  Bravissimo  I  Methinks  I 
have  something  noble  in  my  fieaturesl— 
Eh  !  Bumfield  ?"  . 

Bumfield  was  at  no  loss  for  an  aaswer ; 
he  had  too  long  studied  the  manners 
and  the  etiquette  of  courts  to  be  pozed 
about  finding  a  compliooent.  '^  Sir/' 
said  he,  ^^  I  am  no  flatterer  ;  but  may  I 
never  meet  y#urmost  illustrious  form  ii) 
Heaven,  if  I  really  do  not  consider  you 
pre-eminent  amongst  all  the  lords  of  the 
earth.  Your  visitors.  Sir,  will  be  petri- 
fied at  the  sight  of  these  most  Jupiter? 
like  whiskers!'*  ^    .  . : 
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"  Jove  never  had  such  whiskers,"  re- 
turned Narcissus.  *'  There  was  no  Ross 
in  those  heathenish  times — no  man  of 
genius,  who,  by*  the  simple  arrangement 
of  a  few  hairs^  could  throw  wisdom  into 
a  countenance  which  had  none  before  I 
Not  that  I  mean  to  say  that  my  face  is 
utterly  destitute  of  expression,  barring 
my  whiskers !" 

This  was  a  fit  opportunity  for  Bum- 
field  to  poar  a  little  ''oil  of  fool"  into 
his  master's  ear.  "  In  truths  Sir,'*  said 
the  complaisant  lacquey,  *' no  whiskers* 
aid  can  render  perfection  more  perfect !" 
And  as  he  said  this,  he  made  a  very  low 
bow,  as  if  to  say,  ''  I  mean.  Sir,  that  your 
fece  hath  always  wisdom  in  it.'* 

Narcissus  understood  the  compliment, 
and  smiled  with  the  utmost  condescen- 
81011  as  he  afiswered,  ''  Bumfield,  you- 
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are  a  partial  judge  ;  but^  after  all,  I 
thiak  I  am  no  fool/'  And  at  dusfno^ 
ment  a  second  shouting,  still  more  loud 
than  the  first,  followed  by  the  repeated 
cries  of  *'BuU-dog!  Bull-^^'  cut 
short  his  eloqueiace.  ^'  Bumfield,''  said 
.  he,  ^*  reach  the  miniature  which  is  sus- 
pended from  yonder  mirror/'  Bumfield 
obeyed,  and  while  he  performs  the  or- 
ders of  his  master^  the  reader  may  en- 
deavour to  digest  the  expression  of  Nar- 
cissus. 

A  witty  but  very  wicked  bard  hath 
profanely  talked  thus  in  some  of  his 
flights  of  impertinence — 

"Say  oot  unto  a  King,  '«  Thou  fool  I"  For  why  ? 
**  'Tis  unpoltte — ^though,  possibly,  no  lie  !*' 

But  this  bard, .  as  we  have  before  said, 
was.  wicked  and  profane ;  and  therefore 
when  he  says  that  so  great  a  man  as  a 
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king  or  a  lord  ofamoBor,  (whieh  is,  ia 
fact,  a  species  of  king,)  may  possibly  be 
afeol,he  evidently  tdls  an  untruth,  and 
writetb,  as  he  is  instigated,  by  malice 
aforethought:  and,if  thiswere  not  a  coun- 
try merciful  above  all  other  countrias^ 
and  a .  manor  wherein  no  one  was  evec 
persecuted  for  a  libel  upoii  its  lord,  or 
upon  any  of  the  great  vassata,  this  same 
bard  would,  doubtless,  have  been  treated 
with  a  little  salutary  imprisonment ;  eras 
has  been  the  custotn  in  some  very  heath* 
enish  countries,  might  have  been  elevated 
to  a  station  in  the  pillory,  and  have  beeti 
complimented  with  a  very  proper  d>ridg- 
mejit  of  his  organs  of  hearing.     But  the 
falsity  of  the  assertion  was  evident  upon 
its  face;  as  every   vassal  of   Fever-isle 
was  satisfied  that  neither  Narcissus  nor 
any  one  of  his  family  ever  betrayed  tbe 
slightest,  symptoms  of  folly,  but  wiere, 
from  time  imn^morral,  considered  tbe 
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wisest,  and  greatest,  and  richest^  and 
.happiest,  lords  which  any  manor  in  the 
known  world  could  produ6e.  The  as-^ 
sertion  of  the  bard  therefore  could  not 
apply  to  this  manor,  and,  of  course^  it 
would  have  been  only  a  waste  of  time 
and  patience  foi^  the|u<]g^s  of  the  manor 
to  have  taken  cognizance  of  that  which^ 
in  itself  was  so  D0jk)ri9ii8ly  false,  that  it 
was  impossible  it  ceuM^  gain  any  cre(|it, 
and,  consequently,  it  was  also  impos- 
sible that  it  could  effect  any  kind  pf 
mischief. 
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CHAPTER    IT. 

Men  in  Harness-^Origin  of  the  custem — Reception 

.  of  BuU'dog'-^Arrival  at  the  Castle  of  the  Con^ 

4roller  o/Freezegaul  and  Lord  ofBrushall — The 

Controller's  penetration^^Lady  Longbonnet  and 

Narcissus. 


XriE  vassals  of  Fever-isle  had  imbibed 
a  desire  to  imitate  horses,  mules,  asses, 
and  other  beasts  of  burden  ;  and  this  dis^ 
position  they  cultivated  with  the  most 
assiduous  care  on'  every  favourable  op- 
portunity, by  harnessing  themselves  to 
the  carriages  of  those  persons  for  whom 
they  felt  the  greatest  respect,  and  drag- 
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ging  them  through  the  towns  and  village? 
of  the  manor.  This  was  considered  a 
mode  of  showing  respect  which  was  pe- 
^uliarto  this  manor,  and  may  certainly 
be  accounted  a  relic  of  feudal  b^rbarism^ 
since  it  tended  more  to  degrade  the  vas- 
sals themselves  than  to  exalt  the  conse- 
quence of  the  object  of  their  adulation. 
A  certain  writer,  one  Heterodovicus, 
who  lived  about  the  year  .1413,  asserts, 
that  this  custom  of  drawing  men  about 
was  very  ancient,  and  that  it  was  a  sort 
of  penance  inflicted  on  profligate  and 
obdurate  sinners  by  Pope — somebody, 
whose  name  is  obliterated  from  there- 
cord.  It  would  seem  that  these  devoted 
impenitents  were  yoked  and  collared 
with  iron,  and  compelled  to  drag  holy 
monks  from  convent  to  convent,  until 
they  had  worked  out  the  debt  they  owed 
to  Heaven,  As  this  was  the  punishment 
of   unsanctified   men  ia  these    ancient 
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ag€S,  it  18  natural  to  infer  that  thfe  vas- 
sals of  Fever-isle  being  conscious  that 
they  were  sinners,    anticipated  the  pu- 
nishment to  which  they  might  hereafter 
he  doomed,    and,,  by  way  of  lightening 
the  burthen  of  the  future,  amused  them- 
jgelves  with  undergoing  a  little  voluntary' 
penance  now  and  then*     Of  whatever 
antiquity  the   custom  may  be,    we  can 
'  see  but  little  room  to  justify    it  on    tbt 
scorfe  of  its  rationality  ;   and   must  con- 
sider it  as  having  a  strong  tendency  to 
prove  that  the  great  majority  of  tile   Fe- 
ver-isle vassals   were   little  better  than 
absolute  fdols.'    At  least  the  only  alter- 
native of  the  argument  would    be,  that 
they  were  in  civilization  behind  asses  ;    . 
since,  Heaven  knows  !  this  latter  species 
of  animals  have  too  much  reason  to  stoop 
to  this  kind  of  drudgery  unless  they  are 
whipped  into  a  forced  obedience    to  the 
will  of  their  task -master. 
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-  it  wis  this  sort  ef  recq)tk)ii  which  the 
Feref'islaQders  gave  to  Boli-dog,  who 
had  been  a  very  gallant  Warrior  Uisdeir 
his  master^  the  Lord  Brushall,  in  the 
lite  quarrel  with  Boney^upf^^  and  had 
actually  so  beat  the  latter  from  onie  part 
of  his  usurped  manor  t^  another,  as  to 
drive  him  at  last  entirely  out  of  it.  And 
it  was  this  thrashing  of  Boneypuppy 
which  had  made  Bull-dog  so  great  a  fa* 
.vourite  with  the  vassals  of  Fever-isle, 
that  they  could  not  sufficiently  show 
their  gratitude  without  unhorsing  bis 
carriage,  and  lugging  him  up  to  the 
very  ^ates  of  the  cUstle.  The  old  vete- 
ran was  not  a  little  disconcerted  at  this 
very  singular  mode  of  givit^  him  a  wel- 
come, and  could  not,  for  his  soul,  dis- 
miss* some  unpleasant  apprehensions 
which  h^d  taken  possession  of  him,  be- 
fore the  meaning  and  intention  of  the 
pepple'were  made  cleair  to  him.  "  They 
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arenotxisedtodo  these  things  in  Freeze- 
gaul/*  said  Bull-dog  ;  **  we  are  drawn 
there  by  rein-deer/'  • 

**  And  here  by  bjears^  my  dear  Sir,*' 
replied  Bumfield,  and  looked  at  Bull- 
dog as  though  he  expected  same  ap- 
probation for  this  attempt  at  a  witticism. 
But  s'eeing  the  stranger  most  perversely 
silent,  as  though  the  essence  of  the  bon^ 
mot  h^d  entirely  escaped  him,  the  cour- 
tier most  emphatically  repeated,  "  And 
here  by  bears  V* 

"  Perhaps,  then,  they  have  Squeezed 
you,  Sir,^*  replied  Bull-dog  j  "  for  to  me^ 
they  carry  nothing  of  the  appearance  bf 
the  bears  I  have  been  accustomed  to  be- 
hold. Bears  are  usually  ferocious  ;.  your 
vassals  here  appear  to  study  jcihdness  : 
and,  however  you  may  think  yourself 
justified  in  brutalizing  them,   I  should 
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ill  deserve  their  distinction  could  I  un- 
gratefully join  with  you/* 

Bumfield  was  evidently  disconcerted  ; 
he  had  expected  the  reply  of  a  courtier, 
full  of  dishonesty  ^nd-  deceit,  and  was 
somewhat  staggered  at  the  voice  of  plain 
and  undissembled  truth.     Two  or  three 
times  he  attempted  either  to  find  cou- 
rage   or  words,    but  every    endeavour 
proved  ineflfectual:  the   whole    amount 
of    his     reply     confnsted    of    a    single 
"  Humph  !"  followed  by  a  very  expres- 
sive stare ;  after  which  he  held  his  arm 
to  assist  BulUdog  in  alighting  from  his 
carriage,    while    Mahony    silently    sta- 
tioned himself  on  the  opposite  ^ide  ;  for 
the  rebuff  given  to  Bumfield  had  effec- 
tually tied  the  Secretary's  tongue  :  and, 
thus  attended,  the  veteran  stranger  pro- 
ceeded at  a  slow  pace  into  the  castle, 
evidently  astonished  B,t  the  novelty  and 
E  6 
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Splendor  of  the  scene  which  surr^uocled 
him. 

'*  Welcome,  gallant  Bull-dog!'*  ex- 
claimed Narcissus,  as  the  veteran .  fo- 
reigner set  his  first  step  on  the  inside  of 
the  castle  door;  and  at  the  same  instant 
be  took  the  brilliant  miniature  from  his 
neck,  and  placed  it,  suspended  from  a 
superb  chain,  round  that  of  the  warrior, 
in  the  presence  of  ten  thousand  vassals, 
who  ha^  clambered  up  the  castle  walls 
and  mounted  on  the  gates  to  view  the 
reception  of  the  guest.  The  crowd 
shouted  with  exultation  at  the  act  of 
Narcissus,  who,  unused  to  such  expres- 
sions of  approbation,  gave  a  sudden 
start  at  first,  but  quickly  recollecting 
himself,  made  his  most  polished  bow  to 
the  multitude,  Bull-dog,  who  was  com- 
pletely overwhelmed  with  such  a  distin- 
gai8he<i  mark  of  grateful  esteem^  knelt 
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down  whil?  the  honourable  token^  was 
phiced    ro^nd  him,  and  then  he,  Wbo 
had,  unnioved^  stood  the  brunt  of  bat* 
tie,  and  had  braved  death  without  shrink" 
Jng  for  a  naoment,  took  out  hiis  handker- 
chief, and  applied  it  to  his  eyes,  to  con- 
ceal and  check  the  overflot^iogji  of  a  Koi^ 
mm  moved  from  its  native  and  habitual 
sternness  by  the  warm  touch  of  affectiod- 
ate  regard  !  Some  dozen  or  two   of  the 
distiilguished  vassals  who    stood  round 
Narcissus,  and  who  had  never  been  sUJ- 
custdmed  to  relax  from  the  fortitude  of 
their  natures,  except  when  any  danger  ^ 
threatened  their  safety,  even  condescend- 
ed to  look  afiected^  although' those  per- 
sons who  are  most  conversant  with  the 
lisanners  and  customs  of  these  conopa- 
fliotis  of  the  deputy-lord  will  only  allow 
them  the  very  barmn  credit  of  playing 
the  hypocrite  to  ^perfection.   Narcissus 
hiini^lf  w«3  sdid  to  be  a  eompleat  pro^ 
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cient  in  this  art,  having,  at  various  time^» 
performed  a  number  of  opposite  charac- 
ters on  the  theatre  of  life ;  and  it  was 
shrewdly  suspected,  that  even  on  this 
occasion,  he  could  not  conceal  his  natu- 
ral predilection  for  duplicity,  but  gave  it 
full  and  free  exercise,  and  admirably  de- 
ceived the  spectators  into  a  belief  that 
he  felt  what  he  expressed. 

This  was  a  splendid  afternoon  for 
Narcissus  and  his  vassals  ;  for,  no  sooner 
had  Bull-dog  been  conducted  into  the 
dinner- room/ before  the  Controller  of 
Freeze-gaul  and  the  Lord  of  Brushall, 
with  a  number  of  young  lords,  and  a 
long  train  of  vassals  came  in  $uccessioa 
to  the  castle,  and,  as  they  were  rec<^- 
nized  by  the  people,  received  enthusias- 
tic tokens  of  the  public  approbation.— 
The  meeting  of  these  distinguished  per- 
sonages was  exactly  according  to  tbp 
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etiquette  of  the  times,  and  strictly  coh- 
formable  to  the  rank  of  the  high  parties 
themselves.  Every  bow  was  regulated 
by  custom,  and  in  order  that  Narcissus 
might  not  waste  a  single  bow,  nor  ex- 
press himself  in  any  terms  exceeding  ii) 
warmth  what  the  occasion  required,  a 
prompter  stood  close  behind  him,  with 
a  book  of  precedents  in  his  hand,  out  of 
which  he  very  frequently  jogged  the  me- 
mory of  his  master,  and  told  him  into 
what  posture  he  might  throw  himself,  to 
what  degree  of  kindness  he  might  model 
his  look,  and  how  far  the  ardour  of  his 
language  might  be  carried,  without  in« 
fringing  upon  the  practice  of  the  lords 
of  those  days  which  had  passed  away. — 
With  the  aid  of  this  prompter,  Narcissus 
conducted  himself  with  great  eciai  ; 
every  word  was  dressed  in  dignity,  and, 
doubtless,  impressed  the  foreign  lords 
ifiritb  a  very  high  idea  of  the  consequence 
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of  the  speakers.  Whatever  might  have 
been  their  sentiments,  they  certainly  dis- 
played every  symptom  of  gratification 
at  the  mode  of  their  reception,  and_  it  is 
said  their  reply  was  brief  and  expressive* 
•'  Happy  and  wealthy  manor  ! — Happy 
lords  in  such  vassals  ! — Happy  vassals  in 
such  a  deputy  lord  !'*  Several  vassals^ 
however,  whispered,-^**  God  mend  their 
penetration  !*' 

From  the  moment  of  the  arrival  of 
these  great  lords  all  was  hurry  and  bus- 
tle at  the  castle  and  chief  town  of  Fever- 
isle.  The  stay  of  the  visitors  was  to  bfe 
extremely  short,  and  much  was  t5  bfe 
seen.  Parties  were  therefore  immedi- 
ately formed,  and  it  was  settled  that 
the  Controller  and  his  sister,  Lady  Long- 
bofinet,  should  have  thfe  loan  of  one  of 
the  carriages  of  Narcissus,  and  that  anc^ 
ther  should  he  at  the  service  of  thfe  toid 
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of  Brushall  and  his  sons.  There  was 
also  another  young  lord,  named  Orange- 
graft,  for  whom  Narcissus  designed  his 
daughter,  and  it  wa?  resolved  that  he 
should  have  a  lift  with  either  the  one  or 
the  other,  as  convenience  or  inclination 
migiit  direct.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing, it  was  determined  by  the  Controller 
and  his  sUite  to  view  the  establishments 
where  all  the  money  and  the  arms  of  the 
manor  were  deposited,  and  respecting 
the  magnitude  and  construction  of  which 
report  had  said  great  things  to  them. 

"At  what  hour,"  asked  Narcissus, 
"  is  it  youT  lordship's  intention  to  go  to 
the  other  end  of  the  town  in  the  morning, 
as  I  shall  feel  pleasure  iti  accompanying 
you  incog  ?  I  shall  have  breakfasted  by 
four  with  a  little  extraordinary  exer- 
tion.^ 

«*  Indeed  !'*    replied  the  Controller, 
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"  your  lordship  is  willing,  to  rise  with  the 
sun  ;  unlike  those  lords  who,  giving  way 
to  indolence  and  sloth,  sufter  it  to  shedf 
its  meridian  beams  upba  their  unbrokea 
slumbers/' 

Mahony  saw  that  the  Controller  was 
in  an  error,  and  knowing  that  etiquette 
would  not  allow  a  public  contradiction^ 
he  gently  stole  behind  the  chair  of  the 
visitor,  and  in  alow  whisper  respect- 
fully informed  him  that  Narcissus  cer- 
tainly did  not  mean  to  say  four  in  the 
morning  ;  and  consequently  his  lordship 
found  that  he  had  most  involuntarily 
been  censuring  his  noble  host,  at  the 
very  outset  of  iheir  acquaintance.  Nar- 
cissus, however,  being  a  lord  of  very  ex- 
cellent breeding,  the  mistake  excited  no 
jother  visible  sensation  than  a  most  hear-, 
ty  laugh,  and  this  passed  off  very  well. 
It  was  arranged  that  the  Controller  and 
his  sister  should  goby  themselves  on  the 
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following  morning,  as  they  showed  but 
little  disposition  to  wait  for  Narcissus  be- 
yond ten  o'clock,  an  hour  at  which  he 
candidly  confessed  that  he  considered 
it  absolutely  impossible  that  he  could 
rise,  in  consequence  of  some  symptoms 
of  indisposition  which  assailed  him. 

Lady  Longbonnet  felt  an  unusual 
pleasure  at  the  idea  of  such  a  speedy 
iMe'd'Ute  with  her  brother,  as  she  was 
more  than  commonly  anxious  to  take  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  proposi- 
tions made  to  her  by  Narcissus,  which, 
had  been  very  frequently  revived  with- 
in the  last  tew  days,  and  had  evident- 
ly made  some  impression  upon  her  mind. 
The  Controller  himself,  too,  who  was  a. 
pretty  accurate  observer  of  human  na- 
ture, and  generally  made  a  tolerably  free 
use  of  his  eyes,  4iad  perceived  some 
discourse  which  passed  betweea  the  eyes 
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of  his  8T9ter  and  tbode  of  Narcissus,  and 
which  be  found  no  kind  of  difficulty  in 
interpreting  ;  for,  as  it  hath  been  said, 
we  dare  be  bound,  times  without  num-* 
ber,  although  there  i^e  diversities  of 
tongues,  varying  according  to  the  cli- 
mates to  which  they  belong,  and  al* 
though  the  orator  in  one  language,  with-- 
out  education,  is  unintelligifele  to  the 
orator  in  another,  the  eyes  universally 
speak  one  dialect  and  one  tongue,  Md 
are  understood  at  the  first  glance  by 
persons  of  countries  the  most  remote, 
and  habits  the  most ''foreign  from  each 
other.  The  soul  has  but  one  lailguage, 
and  that  is  the  language  for  which  Ma- 
ture has  provided  one  mode  of  expres- 
sion familiar  to  all.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
to  be  .wondered  at,  that,  although  the 
Controller's  penetration  and  understand* 
ing  were  foreign,  they  well  understood 
the  expression   conveyed  by  the  eyes  of 
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Kaitidsui  ;  and^  trutii  to  say,  the  disco* 
very  «ausedi  moth  fileasure  than  uneasi- 
Aess  to  bis  lordship,  for,  although  he  was 
well  awaire  that  Narcissus  Jiad  a  con- 
sort, he  also  kniew  that  she  vras  entirely 
shut  out  of  the  pale  of  his  affection, 
and  that,  being  the  lord  of  a  manor^  he 
could  very  easily  liberate  himself  ftotn  ' 
bondage^  or  exchange  his  fetter^  wheti- 
6ver  he  might  think  it  e^^pedient.  Be- 
sid<es,  no  doubt,  the  ControUer  expa^ 
tiated  miich  to  hinaself  on  the  great  ad- 
Vantages  which  would  result  from  a  still 
closer  cement  of  the  interests  of  two 
such  powerful  manors,  which,  utiited, 
might  dictate  laws  to  all  the  sunpoimd- 
ing  land*owners.  It  was  perfectly  na- 
tural that  such  reflections  and  calcu- 
lations would  enter  into  the  btain  of  his 
lordship,  as  soon  as  his  eyes,  those  vigi- 
lant centinels,  had  reported  to  him  what 
they  had  seen ;  and,  as  interest  is  the 
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most  powerful  bond  which  binds  per- 
sons of  all  ranks  together,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  the  Controller,  at 
the  first  glance  of  the  business,  relisihed 
the  prospect  exceedingly. 

Narcissus  himself  had  also  resolved 
to  open  his  views  to  the  Controller,  dur- 
uig  his  visit  at  the  castle,  and  to  suggest 
to  him  the  good  consequences  which 
must  accrue  from  the  scheme  Jie  had 
chalked  out.  Now  and  then,  it  is  tru^, 
he  felt  a  trifling  qualm  of  conscience 
respecting  his  wife,  because  she  had 
been  a  good  wife  to  him,  and  had  given 
him,  in  no  one  instance,  any  real  ground 
for  his  desertion  of  her.  These  unwel- 
come  feelings,  however,  he  quickly  con- 
trived to  dismiss  from  his  breast,  paost 
patriotically  arguing  thus  within  him- 
self—- It  .is  for  public  interest  that  I 
should  be   happy,  because  equanimity 
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would  naturally  make  me  good-natured, 
and  if  I  were  always  good-natured  I 
should  goverd  my  vassals  by  kindneds 
instead  of  power,  and  should  hear  all 
their  complaints  and  redress  all  their 
grievances,  and  do  every  thing  for  them 
which  they  could  make  up  their  minds 
to  solicit  from  me — ergo^  it  is  expedient 
that  I  should  be  happy.  Now  I  cannot 
be  happy  with  my  present  wife,  because 
she  is  personally  disagreeable  t9  me, 
and  has  excited  an  unconquerable-  avcN 
sion  from  her  in  my  breast ;  aqd  I  find  I 
Could  be  happy  with  another  person 
whom  I  have  now  seen  :  therefore  it  is 
perfectly  right  that  I  should  ri^d  myself 
of  my  plague,  and  take  to  myself  that 
which  would  give  me  consolation.  In- 
dividual sacrifices  must  be  made  for  the 
public  good  ;  and  the  sacrifice  of  my 
present  wife  is  rendered  necessary,  and 
can  be  justified  upon  this  ground.  Why 
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then  should  I  give  myself  any  fetUb^ 
trouble  on  the  subject  ?  She  Jihall  go  to 
the  wall,  and  that  is  flat,  for  to  take 
another  to  my  arms  I  am  fully  deter^ 
mined,  and  that  other  shall  be  the  dear, 
bewitching,  and  powerful  Lady  .Long* 
bonnet.  Let  whoever  will  oppose  it,  it 
matters  not ;  I  have  made  up  my  miod 
on  the  subject,  and  have  her  (  will  if  { 
overrun  and  destroy  a  thousand  manors. 

As  soon  as  his  guests  had  retir^d>a( 
night.  Narcissus  called  Bumfield  and 
Mahony  to  impart  to  tbeo^  the  sub* 
stance  of  his  thoughts,  for  they  were 
uniformly  the  repositories  of  his  secrets, 
and,  being  two  very  trusty  gentlemen, 
it  is,  probably,  through  their  means 
that  numberless  secrets  have  quitted  the 
atmosphere  of  the  castle  and  descended 
to  instruct  and  delight  those  in  inferior 
stations  of  life.      They  listened  to  all 


d  by  Google 


Narcissus  advanced  with,  the  most  pro- 
found   silence    and    attention^     except 
when  they  now  and   then  "thought   it 
politic  to  interlard  a  few  expressions  of 
applause ;    and,   when  he  had  finished 
both  immediately  rose  from  their  seats, 
and,  with  ten  thousand  ejaculations  of 
delight  and  astonishment,   declared  it  to 
be  the   wisest  of  all  plans  which  ever, 
entered  into  the  eonceptioa  of  the  most 
profound  politicians  of  any  country  or 
any  times.     This  dose  of  flattery  was 
well  adapted  to  the  taste  of  Narcissus, 
who  condescendingly  compelled  them  to 
drink  till  the  whole  were  carried  to  bed^ 
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CHAPT£R   V. 

A  dissertation  on  Oranges — The  disHke  of  the  «€«- 
sals  to  an  Orange — Narcissus  sendeth  for  his 
daughter — Her  ^  independen  ce — His  anger — Her 
obduracy — His  question-^Her  answer  and  de^ 
parture. 

Early  on*  the  following  day,  Narcis- 
sus sent  for  his  daughter  Charlotte,  for 
he  had  determined  to  marry  her  out  of 
hand*  She  was  now  near  seventeeir 
years  of  age,  and  it  was  natural  to  ex- 
pect that  she  would  be  looking  pretty 
sharply  after  the  young  men  ;  and,  as 
'  she  was  known  to  be  the  heiress  to  the 
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manor,  he  feared  lest  some  designing 
fortune-hunters  should  lay  traps  for  her, 
and  decoy  her  unawares.  With  this  im-* 
pre&sion  upon  his  mind,  he  resolved  to 
marry  her  outright  as  soon  as  he  could 
find  what  be  might  consider  a  suitable 
match,  for,  as  to  her  taste  ^nd  choice 
they  were  to  be  put  entirely  out  of  the 
question.  If  she  approved  the  man  of 
her  father's  selection  it  was  well,  things 
might  go  on  more  pleasantly ;  if  she  dis- 
approved it  was  equally  well,  since  it 
would  show  the  Fever-islanders  that  tlie 
family  maxim  with  their  lord  was,  that 
individual sacrij^ces  must  be  submitted  to 
for  the  public  good.  Narcissus,  though 
now  and  then  he  could  keep  a  secret 
pretty  closely,  (for  instance,  the  cause  of 
his  separation  from  bis  wife,  which  he 
has  inviolably  preserved  within  his  own 
breast,)  had,  by  some  means,  dropped  a* 
l?int  or  two  of  his  present  intentions  to 
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some  of  his  favourite  companions  over 
the  bottle  ;  atid,  as  they  had  their  friends 
out  of  the  castle  to  whom  they  entrust- 
ed the  plan,  with  a  very  few  natural  ad* 
ditions,  it  soon  got  pretty  well  talked 
of  throughout  the  whole  manor,  and 
created  a  strange  difference  of  opinion 
aoQongthe  vassals  both  in  and  out  of  the 
castle.  It  was  generally  understood  that 
Orangegraft  was  to  be  the  happy  youth  ; 
and,  as  he  wzs  poor,  half-starved^  half- 
mmiufactured^  abridged  of  some  inches  of 
his  natural  height  and  girth^  and  as  none 
had  ever  yet  read  of,  or  heard  of,  or 
witnessed  the  numerous  qualities  which 
as  a  young  lord  he  mtist  necessarily  have 
possessed,  the  consequence  was,  the  silly, 
blind,  and  stupid  vassals  took  it  into 
their  heads  that  he  was,  as  they  express- 
ed, only  half'Siarved^  and  that  he  really 
had  no  virtues  at  all  belonging  to  his 
illustrious  composition,    and    therefore 
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they  talked  v^ry  freely  about  the  match, 
and  made  no  hesitation  to  damn  it  with 
their  most  violent  disapprobation. 

The  vassals  within  the  castle  also, 
those  with  whom  Narcissus  usually  con- 
sulted on  all  important  occasions,  we;re 
very  sore  upon  this  occasion,  as  they 
had  not  received  the  least  item  of  the 
business.  They  therefore  took  airs  upon 
themselves,  and  said  they  were  treated 
with  a  great'deal  of  disrespect  and  in- 
attention, and  declared  that  they  would 
not  consent  to  demand  a  subscription  of 
the  vassals  in  order  to  portion  the  young 
lady  out,  unless  they  were  pretty  speedily 
advised  with  upon  the  business.  Some 
of  them  censured  the  proposed  match 
as  being  very  unequal,  young  Orange- 
graft  being  so  much  inferior  to  the 
heiress  of  Fever-isle  manor,  both  in  en- 
dowments and  in  fortune:  his  father 
P  S 
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having  only  just  been  restored  to  hfs 
manor,  after  a  very  long  persecution  and 
exile,  and  having  now  assumed  the  ti- 
'  tie  of  the  lord  without  a  sufficient  au- 
thority, as  these  casuists  asserted.  They 
contended,  that  the  daughter  of  Narcis- 
6Uj5,  being  gifted  with  so  many  choice 
endowments,  and  having  such  splendid 
prospects  in  reversion,  was  not  unwor^ 
thy  of  the  hand  of  th^  lord  of  the  first 
manor  which  the  world  could  produce. 
Unfortunately,  however,  it  so  happened 
that  all  the  lords  of  manors  were  either 
married,  and  h^d  no  wish  to  get  rid  of 
their  wives,  or  that  they  were  too  old  for 
the  young  lady,  who  possessed  such  a 
very  violent  spirit,  that  it  would  have 
been  dangerous  to  have  proposed  any 
husband  to  her  who  had  passed  the  vi- 
gour of  life.  There  were  even  som^ 
doubts  about  offering  to  her  notice  young 
Orangegraft,   lest  she  might  fly   off  in 
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some  of  her  high  airs,  and  thus,  in  a  mo* 
ment,  destroy  alt  her  father's  hopes  and 
expectations.  She  had,  however,  re* 
ceived  th^  proposition  more  favourably 
than  had  been  expected ;  for^  to  tell  » 
truth,  she  had  contrived  to  get  a  peep  at 
the  young  man^  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  she  felt  no  very  violent  disin- 
cKnatiou  to  receive  his  attentions. 

Narcissus  found  it.necessary,  notwith* 
standing,  just  to  inform  his  vassals  in 
the  castle,  that  he  had  concerted  a  notar* 
riage  between  the  young  couple,  but  as 
they  wete  not  so  polite  as  to  return  any 
other  answer  than  merely  to  thank  hita 
for  telling  them  of  it,  no  discussion  noc 
dissension  took  place  respecting  it.  Thus 
stood  matters  when  the  noble  visitors 
arrived  within  the  manor,  and  Narcissus, 
being  (JJeteymined,  if  possible,  that  they 
should  be  present  at  the  marriage  of  his 
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daughter,  now  sent  for  her  to  come  to 
him,  that  he  might  hasten  the  nuptiak 
by  a  little  personal  persuasion. 

In  about  half  an  hour  Charlotte  arriv- 
ed, and  was  conducted  into  her  father's 
breakfast- room,  but  it  required  no  great 
proficiency  in  physiognomy  to  discover 
that  she  was  by  no  means  in  the  best 
or  most  accommodating  humour  in  the 
world.  Narcissus  was  a  little  disconcert- 
ed on  beholding  her  haughty  and  gloomy 
countenance,  from  which  he  augured 
very  little  success.  He  had  taken  it  into 
his  head  that  her  mother  had  been  fre- 
quently, of  late,  poisoning  the  mind  of 
her  daughter  against  him  ;  and  stirring  it 
up  to-  an  unfilial  and  impertinent  oppo», 
sition  to  his  will ;  and  the  first  convic- 
tion which  settled  itself  upon  his  mind 
was,  that  she  had  been  preparing  Char- 
otte  this  morning  to  show  some  farther 
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act  of  disobedience.  He  was  aw^re  that 
the  young  lady  was  grown  out  of  the 
reach  of  his  correction,  and  that  every 
thing  at  this  moment  must  entirely  de- 
pend upon  the  skilfulness  with  which  he 
might  be  enabled  to  manage  her  tem- 
per; for  if  he  offended  her  by  any  harsh- 
ness of  language,  or  imperativeness  of 
tone^  he  would  have  betted  his  head  to  a 
farthing  that  she  had  marched  off  with* 
outgiving  him  time  to  say  one  twen*' 
tieth  part  of  what  he  intended  and  wish- 
ed to  say  to  her,  and  what, ,  indeed,  he 
would  by  some  means  make  her  listen 
to.  "  Come,  Charlotte,"  said  he,  draw-^ 
ing  close  to  bis  own  the  chair  which  Ma* 
hony  had  placed  for  her.  ^^  Come  here, 
my  dear  ;  I  want  to  speak  to  you  upon 
a  subject  of  great  importance,  and  very 
interesting  to  both  of  us." 

**Humph!"  replied  Charlotte,  casting 
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a  curious  glance  at   Narcissus,  *'  Pray 
go  on,  father !" 

Narcissiis  hardly  knew  how  to  go  on. 
The  pride  and  sang-froid  which  were  so 
conspicuous  in  the  manner  of  his  daugh- 
ter had  well  nigh  deprived  him  of  all 
power  of  utterance.  For  some  minutes 
he  turned  over  in  his  mind  what  would 
be  the  best  mode  of  address,  and^  as  he 
was  cutting  a  roll  upon  his  plate,  at  every 
new  idea,  the  eccentric  change  in  hii 
ikiotions  attracted  the  notice  of  his 
daughter,  who  bit  her  lips  in  silence. — 
*♦  Will  you  take  breakfast,  Charlotte?'^ 
asked  Narcissus. 

"  Very  important  and  interesting  to 
us  both,  indeed  V  echoed  Charlotte. — 
•'  Well,  father,  I  will  take  breakfast ;  and 
now  let  me  beg  of  you  to  be  as  speedy 
in  beginning,  and  as  brief  in  concluding 
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any  thing  you  may  have  to  say  to  Jooie, 
as  possible  ;  for  you  know  this  is  one  of 
the  mornings  when  I  am  allowed  to  see 
my  moth^,  and  I  would  not  be  out  of 
the  way  when  ^  she  comes  for  all  the 
world,  for  I  have  got  such  a  great  dealj^ 
such  a  very  great  deal  to  say  to  het/* 

Narcissus  frowned  and  knit  his  browse 
-— "  What  can  you  have  to  3ay  to  your 
mother,  Charlotte  ?''  and  he  fixed  his 
eyesjipon  her,  as  if  to  penetrate  the'$e- 
qrets  of-her  soul,  and  to  detect  her  if  she 
endeavoured  to  deceive  him* 

^^  liord,  father,  you  need  not  stare  at 
one  so!'*  responded  C^rtotte.  "  Put 
your  ear  close»  and  I'll  whisper  what  I 
have  got  to  say  to  roy  mother,  I  tnis&n 
to  tell  her  every  word  you  say  to  me  this 
morning;  and  then,  you  know,  there 
will  be  my  answers,  and  then  there  will 
F  6 
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be  my  comments  to  my  mother,  and  then 
thefe  will  be  mj  mother's  comments  to 
me^  and  so  between  one  thing  and  ano- 
ther, now,  don't  you  think  yourself  it 
will  take  us  till  dinner  time  ^'' 

"  Hell  and  the  devil !"  exclaimed  Nar- 
cissus, in  a  furious  tone  of  voice,  at  the 
same  moment  letting  fall  the  cup  of 
coffee  whrch  he  wa»  handing  to  his 
daughter.  Then,  suddenly  recollecting 
himself,  he  softened  down  the  harshness 
of  his  tone  in  a  moment,  and,  apologiz- 
ing for  his  awkwardness,  added  with  a 
•mile  on  his  countenance^  *^Upon  my 
soul,  Charlotte,  you  are  the  most  tor- 
menting little  minx  I  ever  beheld.  Rut 
I  won't  &e  cheated  put  of  your  company 
this  morning,  for  I  have  a  great  deal  in- 
deed to  say  to  you,  and  I  don't  very  often 
catch  an  opportunity  to  speak  toyou,** 
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"  And  when' you  do  catch  an  opportu-^ 
nity,  ypu  don't  always  find  me  in  a  hu- 
mour to  listen,  and  that  is  inuch  my  case 

at   this   moment,    father/'  cried   Char* 

t 

lotte.  *^  And  now  do  give  me  another 
cup  of  coffee^  an^  let  me  go,  for  I  can't 
bear  the  thought  of  my  mother  comings 
9Qd  finding  that  I  have  come  here  so 
early  this  morning.  Why,  Lord  bl^ss 
me !  it  is  but  one  o'clock  :  I  dare  say 
what  you  have  got  to  talk  to  me  about 
disturbed  you  so  much  all  night  that  you 
couid  not  sleep  in  your  bed,  or  you 
would  not  have  been  up  for  these  three 
hours  to  come,  a|  the  very  earliest. — 
Now  speak,  papa^t^* 

;"  Gods,  girl !  your  tongue  runs  roun4 
like  a  windmill  in  a  hurricane  !"  answer- 
,ed  Narcissus.  **  You  won't  allow  me  to 
put  in  a  single  word  scarcely.  But 
now,  to  be  serious — for  it  is  a  serious 
subject " 
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"  Oh  then,  I  do  most  abominably  hate 
it,  and,  if  yoii  please,  we  will  put  it  ofif 
till  to-morrow  ;  for,  I  really  have  neither 
time  nor  inclination  just  now  to  hear  any 
thing  very  serious.  But,  oh  !  father,  I 
had  such  a  dream  last  night,  such  a  very 
comical  dream — you  shall  hear  my  dream • 
Vou  must  know^  father,  that  tdreamtl 
saw  my  Grandpapa  that  was  killed,  you 
know,  and  he  looked  so  angry  and 
so  dreadful,  and  had  such  a  huge  wound, 
from  which  the  blood  dropped  :  and  he 
came  into  a  room  where  you  and  I  were 
sitting,  as  we  may  be  now— '* 

*^  Pshaw,  girl !"  interrupted  Narcis- 
sus, **  ril  hear  none  of  your  nonsensical 
dreams  !  Go  tell  them  to  your  gover- 
ness, and  some  of  your  maids.  I  want 
to  talk  to  you  of  matters  of  more  impor-i. 
tance  to  both  of  us." 
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^  <'  Now,  papa  of  mine,"  said  Charlotte?, 
^  I  must  tell  you  that  it  is  monstrous 
rode  to  intenupt  me  in  the  very  middle 
of  my  story ;  and  I  declare  and  vow, 
that  if  you  won't  hear  the  rest  of  my 
dream,  I  li^ill  not  listen  to  the  long,  dull, 
serious,  prosing  story  that  you  say  you 
Jiave  got  to  tell  me.  So  now  listen  to 
me.  As  I  said,  my  grandfather  came 
into  this  room,  and  fixing  his  great  dead 
eyes  uprni  you,  he  first  of  all  shook  his 
head,  and  then  raised  up  his  arm,  as  if 
to  threaten  you  ;  and  then  he  began  to 
'  tell  you  about  my  mother,  and  how  you 
had  used  her,  and*——'* 

"  Peace,  girl !  you  get  too  saucy/* 
vociferated  Narcissus,  whose  counte- 
nance had  been  for  some  moments  dis^ 
torted  with  the  excess  of  his  agony; 
**PU  hear  no  noore  of  your  trash  r  so 
once  for  all,  pray  attend  to  what  I  am 
going  to  say/* 
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**  I — will— not !  J5o  now,  father,  you 
may  do  as  you  like,  for  that  is  poz ! — 
I  don*i  care  a  bit  what  you  say,  nor  what 
you  think  neither ;  for,  if  you  won't 
bear  ine,  lil  be  hanged  if  I  will  hear  you, 
and  that's  all  fair,  you  know." 

Narcissus,  unused  as  be  was  to  any, 
thing  like  opposition  to  his  will,  could  ill 
brook  it  in  the  present  instance;  tor 
some  time  all  his  faculties  seemed  entire- 
ly suspended  with  anger  and  astonish- 
ment. He  essayed  two  or  three  times  to 
frown  at  his  daughter ;  but^  as  often  as 
he  turned  his  eyes  towards  her,  he  saw 
such  a  cool  and  playful  indifference  pic- 
tured on  her  countenance,  that  he  anti- 
cipated no  good  effects  from  such  a  dis^ 
play  of  impotent  anger.  He  strove  to 
speak,  but  words  were  for  once  disob<&* 
dient,  and  refused  to  come  at  his  com- 
mand.   In   the  mean    time,  Charlotte 
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kept  hucnming  a  tune  and  drinking  her 
coffee,  not  appearing  to  take  the  slightest 
notice  of  her  father's  anger  and  agita- 
tion, until,  after  having  sung  herself  into 
a    more    accommodating    humour  she 
resumed,     "    Lord,  father,     why^jQu 
Deed  not  fret  and  fume  so !    It's  all  fair 
and  just  to  do  as  you  would  be  done  by  ; 
so  fus^you  interrupted  me  so  many  times 
in  the^^ry  middle  of,  my  story,  I  thought 
you  could  not  say  one  word  about   my 
refusing  t6  listen  to  '^you.    But,   now, 
just  to  put  you  into  good  humour,  and 
jgfet  away,  for  I   really    do  want    very 
lu(b  to  return  home,  though  I  won't 
Mil  you  whom  it  is  to  meet  anymore, 
for  fe6r'you  should  fly  off  again,   pray 
tell  me" in  about  ten  words,  or  not  ex- 
cedingjifieen  at  the  most,  what  it  is  you 
would  be  pleased  to  say  to  me  !**  Nar- 
cissus continued  silent;  he  had   not  yet 
sufficiently  gratified  his  rage  to  make 
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any  thing  like  a  gentle  reply  ;  so  tbat 
bis  daughter,  pouring  herself  out  ano* 
thercupof  coffee,  resumed  her  song— 

**  Oh  !  What  a  plague  it  ao  obttiDate  daughter  T'  &c. 

By  the  time  she  had  got  through  the 
final  stanza  of  her  song,  Narcissus  was 
sufficiently  recovered  to  collect  his  sen- 
timents, and  embody .  them  into  words. 
"  Really,  Charlotte,'*  said  he,  "  I  de* 
clare  you  quite  put  me  in  a  passion.  I 
never  in  my  life  witnessed  duch  a  provo^ 
king,  disobedient,  little,  good-for-no- 
thing hussey !  To  behave  so  to  your 
father,  just  at  the  moment  that  he  was 
about  to  propose  an  arrangement  which 
would  have  insured  your  happiness  for 
life  !  You  must^  indeed,  be  more  at- 
tentive to  me/* 

A  fine  orange  lay  on  a  sideboard.—* 
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Charlotte,  without  making  any  reply, 
rose  frotn  her  chair,  and,  walking  very 
leisurely  dcross'  the  room,  took  up  the 
fruit,  and,  retjurning  to  he?  seat,  ex- 
claimed, **  This  is  a  nice  one  ;  I  love 
oranges  like  these,  which  ^re  full  grown  ; 
but  I  can't  relish  your  kalf-deeayed^  wis 
thered,  stinted^  fruit :  to  be  sure  a  poor 
orange  is  better  than  none !" 

"  I  would  give  you  a  fine  orange^** 
^aid  Narcissus :  "  one  of  rich  growth, 
if  not  gigantic  she  ;  and  I  don't  care 
how  soon  you  allow  me  to  graft  you 
upon  the  tree,  that  we  may  have  a  mul-  * 
tiplication  of  the  sort*  And  now  this  is 
what  I  wished  to  say  to  you.^ 

"  And  is  that  all  ?"  asked  Charlotte, 
assuming  a  look  of  disappointment:  "Is 
that  the  mighty  serious  thing  which  re- 
quired such  a  very  tiresome  preface*?— 
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la  truth,- like  many  other  prefaces,  it 
was  much  longer,  it  seems,  than  the 
matter  which  it  prefaced.  But^  after 
all,  k  was  very  prettily  spoken  and  very 
briefly,  which  made  it  pretty.  And 
now  you  shall  hear  my  answer ;  and 
then,  after  that,  I  will  make  you  hear 
my  dream.  In  the  first  place,  father, 
for  all  the  oranges  in  the  world,  I  would 
not  leave  my  own  native  manor  to  go 
into  the  country  where  they  grow  to  get 
them.  Secondly^  my  good  father^  whea 
ever  you  mean  to  graft  me  on  an  orange 
or  any  other  tree,  my  mother  shall  be 
with  me  to  see  that  I  am  grafted  accord- 
ing to  her  desire.  And  if  I  cannot  get 
oranges  at  home,  and  have  my  mother 
always  at  my  elbow,  I'll  never  taste  the 
nasty  filthy  fruit  as  long  as  I  live  ;  and 
that  is  poz,  now,  papa !"  And  so  say- 
ing, with  a  sudden  jerk,  she  sent  the 
oraqge  entirely  across  the  room,  while 
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Narcissus,  wrapped  in  greater  amaze-* 
meot  than  before,  sat  for  a  few  minutes 
and  surveyed  his  daughter,  who,  playing 
with  her  cup  and  saucer^  appeared  as 
perfectly  free  from  discomposure  as 
though  nothing  whatever  had  occurredi 

**  And  this  is  your  determination,  eh  ?" 
asked  Narcissus,  as  soon  as  he  could 
possibly  recover  breath  enough  to  speak 
to  her. 

"  That  is  my  determination,  father," 
replied  his  daughter  ; '  '^  and  as  you  don't 
seem  much  in  the  humour  to  listen  to 
the  rest  of  my  vdream  at  this  moment ; 
and  as  you  cannot  have  any  thing  more 
to  say  now  you  have  finished  your  story, 
and  heard  my  answer,  I  beg  to  take  my 
leave  of  you,  and  to  wish  yoii  a  very  good 
morning ;  for  I  should  not  at  all  wonder 
if  my  poor  dear  mother  is  not  at  my 
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apartments  now,  fretting  herself  at  the 
thought  that  I  am  such  a  giddy^  thought- 
less undutiful  girl,  as  to  let  her  wait  for 
my  coming  back  again  one  single  mo- 
ment.     Good  bye,  father!*' 

And  as  she  said  this,  she  dropped  a 
rapid  curtsey  to  her  father,  and  skipped 
out  of  the  room  at  about  three  steps, 
leaving  Narcissus  in  a  state  of  ratnd,  of 
which,  as  we  will  not  attempt  to  describe 
it,  we  cannot  do  better  than  wish  him 
speedy  riddance. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

ne  Controller  visiteth  the  repository  of  the  money 
of  the  manor i  and  the  place  wJiere  the  arms  are 
kept — Lady  Longbonriet  telleth  liim  a  secret 
which  he  had  previously  discovered. 

While  Narcissus  was  thus  engaged 
with  his  daughter,  the  Controller  and 
his  sister  had  proceeded  to  view  the  es«- 
tablishment  where  the  raoney  of  the 
manor  was  deposited.  This  was  a  very 
raaBsive  building,  divided  into  nunue^- 
reus  departments,  through  each  of^which 
the  visitors  wer^  conducted  by  'one  of 
the  managers,,  who  explained  .-to j  the 
lordly  relatives  every  thing  which  they 
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did  not,  at  the  moment,  comprehend. 
The  original  currency  in  the  manor  had 
been  gold, silver,  and  copper;  but,  since 
the  manor  had  been  involved  in  dis- 
putes, the  former  had  entirely  disappear- 
ed, and,  notwithstanding  his  utmost 
exertions,  the  lord  had  been  unable  to 
manufacture  new  supplies  adequate  to 
fill  up  the  deficiency  which  had  been 
thus  left :  in  consequence  of  this  absence 
of  gold,  -tlierefore,  the  managers  of  this 
establishment  had  been  empowered  to 
issue  paper  of  ^  certain  description, 
which  was  circulated  in  lieu  of  a  more 
substantial  medium,  and  by  their  profits 
on  which,  arising  from  the  loss  of  these 
valuable  scrips.and  other  circumstances, 
they  contrived  to  enrich  themselves,  to 
maintain  this  great  building,  and  neai:ly 
a  thousand  clerks  who  were  employed 
in  and  ^out  it ;  besides  which,  in  the 
event:  bf  aq  emergency,  they  would  fre- 
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quently  lend  immJense  sums  to  the  lord 
of  the  manor. 

In  viewing  all  this  establishment,  and 
the  apparatus  with  which  this  fictitious 
money  was  manufactured,  the  Controller 
was  particularly  inquisitive,  asking  his 
questions  (as  is  the  manner  of  those 
lords  of  manors)  with  such  rapidity,  that 
the  manager  could  scarcely  answer  them 
in  detail.  ''  What  is  become  of  ail  your 
gold  ?  How  do  you  manage  to  support 
your  credit  and  reputation  upon  nothing 
better  than  a  paper  foundation  ?  Who 
built  this  place?  How  much  did  it  cost? 
Where  is  the  plan  of  it  ?  Who  invented 
the  system  ?  ,  What  does  its  mainte- 
nance cost  annually  ?  How  many  per- 
sons do  you  employ  ?  Who  and  what 
are  you  ?^* 

To   all  these  questions    the  ijaanager 
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began  to  make  reply,  commencing  with 
the  last,  as  he  no  doubt  considered  it 
possible  that  he  might  forget  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  Controller  the  important 
information  of  his  name  and  station  in 
the  establishmept,  with  which  he  consi- 
dered it  indispensable  that  his  lordship 
should  be  made  acquainted,  that  he 
might  call  it  to  mind,  ,whenever  he  might 
be  disposed  to  dispense  his  favours  among 
the  vassals  of  Fever-isle.  He  therefore 
took  out  an  .elegant  morocco  case,  orna- 
mented with  gold,  and  presenting  a  very 
neatly  bordered  card  to  the  Controller, 
which  he  selected  out  of  a  parcel,  he 
respectfully  spoke, — "  Sir,  this  card 
will  inform  your  Iprdship  of  my  name, 
whenever  it  shall  please  your  lordship  t6 
honour  your  s^ervant  with  a  thought/' 

The  Controller  smiled,  and  taking  the 
card  in  his  left  hand,  he  raised  a  certain 
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magnifying  glass  to  bis  eye  with  Vit 
i^ht,  aiad  began  to  read  the  iines  09 
tfae  card.  *^  Oh^  Mr.  Mannikin  !  very» 
Well,  Sir !  and  I  presiime  you  are  one  of 
tfae  persons  who  liaye  tfae  direction  of 
this  magnificent  buildhig  ;''  and  then  tfae 
Controller  shook  hand^  with  the  manai 
ger,  wfaicb  pnt  the  latter  into  such  a 
transport,  that,  like  a  man  beside  him« 
gelf»  he  cut  two  or  *  three  wry  excellent, 
capers,  and  bowed  till  he  touched  tht. 
ve*y  ground  with  his  foreheads  "  And 
pray,  Mn  Mannikin,  h&ve  you  no  gold 
in  your  possession  tfais  moment  ?  :  Is  it 
all  conveyed  over  the  ditch  ?" 

Mr.  Mannikin  then,  without  scarcely 
making  any  reply  at  all,  led  the.  visitors- 
into  a  very  elegant  room,  wheire  bags  on 
bags,  and  bars  on  l)ars  of  gold  were  piled- 
op  to  the  ceiling,  outshining  even  thft; 
fciry  abodes    of    the    eastern    stories^ 

vol..    I.  G 
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where  suites  of  apartm^fe^  are  a]i  €Hec( 

with  malsy  ricbes^,  cfeEzHog  the  eye,  and- 

eoofoulidbg  it*     But  all  these  sights  had 

6nly  been  wen  in  tiesc^^tipn  ;   it  wa» 

now,  for  the  fiAit  iumtf  that,  the  Gon- 

troUer  was    destmed  to  fee  any   tbir^ 

like  the  reality.     **  Zounds,  Mr.  Manni- 

kin;"  said  he,  as  sOon  as  be  coatd  give 

expression  to  his  feelings,  ^^  Why  wbere^ 

^e  derrl  drd  yon  gain  fA\  this  ?    AH  tb<^. 

]4ehes  oftbe  universe  Mem  tofeecpHeot-; 

^  i^tb  thb  one  pile  of  butlduig,  and' 

yet  some  of  yotfr  discontentfed  vasadb? 

*iiH)lain  of  tbetr  porerty  ?  W4^,  there: 

is  enough  vi^ealtfa  within  thte^  walls  t& 

purchase  all  my  manor,  large  as  it  is,  and 

My  ottera  art>u«d  it.     None  b\it  fbf>[s 

will  ever  think  of  invading.yow  bauB^- 

diries,  whiie  yon  are  ae  w^l  pfpyjdfd; 

With  that  valuable  «nater4ai  wbioh  c^. 

gftitutes  the«iiieWsof  wwrl**  ^     , 
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8ome  inches  while  the  Controller  paAmi 
this  distinguished  eulogy  on  the  wealth 
of  the  inftitution  whielp'iiti  ww  thus 
$lK>wing  to  bina ;  and,  attxiaas  «o  A(m 
bis  wit,  replied,  **  Yes,  sir,  an't  fiemm 
your  lordship,  qs  they  call  many  of  vm 
M&,  they  tmy  caU  this  the  gnUkn  ca^ 
which  we  luiY^  made/^  Ajsd  than  hm 
tMde  a  very  low  bow  to  the  grousd^  aa4 
the  ControUar  amiled  r^  gcaciouriy 
upon  bim,  m  miMh  as  to  aay^  ^*  Mr* 
Mannikta^  I  am  plawed  T' 

,  «'  tfate  puts  me  greatly  in  ttiiikd  of  tha 
VDndora  wiougbt  by  the  «ra«dW  Abdal4 
lab,''  said  the  iUustrwcis  visitor  to  hits 
sister,  as  they  left  this  mi^ificent  pile  ; 
^^  I  declare  I  oouk}  aoI  have  conceived 
die  es^tent  of  the  wwlth  0f  this  manor» 
any  more  tban  I  coald  the  easy  indapea* 
dflooaof  ita  vaiiab*    The  finmer  is  mm 
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^tbaustible;    the  latter  €r<e.  juf^overn- 

*  •!  I  agfee  with  you,  brother/'  return-^ 
ed  Lady  Longborinet,:  **  respecting  tb€^ 
Ureal th  of  t*ie  manor.  The  magic  wand 
fsrsurely  kept  here,  and  riches  will  nevef 
&iL  And  as  to  the  vassals,  they  ar# 
l^ry  subordinate,  except  when  their  lord 
tiolates:  all  disttilctions  of  right  and 
Wr^ng,  and  actually  requires  a  che^kj 
liMltfaest  they^will  be  heard ;  cdnd  wheiri 
lords  of  manors-  forget  that  they  are 
men,  my  brother,  and  that  they  wield  a 
delegated  power,  the  public  a^m  should 
b6ld  them  bftck  if  they  would  run  into 
the  ^L^aees  of  tyranny/'  ^   \   ; ; 

•  The  Controller  lobked  at  his  sister  Jot 
«  moment  With  astonishment^  and  thert 
^ked,  ".  What,  my  dear  aister^  do  you- 
consider  that  Narcissus  »  ever^  temptsd> 
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to  run  iDto  this  extreme?  Isat  possible 
that  he  whc^e  family ,  owes  so  much  to 
the  vassals  of  this  manor,  since  they  ex* 
pelled  another  line  of  lords  to  call  them 
to  the  estate'-^is  it  possible  that  be  can 
ungnatefully  turn  against  those  yerypeoar 
pie  who  have  given  him  Im  power  ovef 
them  ?.  Every  descriptiion  of  tyranny  is 
odious,  but  this  the  miost  odious/' 

^*' I  have  toy  apprehensions^  brother^ 
en  the  sobject/'  replied  Lady  Long*> 
bonnet  ;  "  feiit  perhaps  I  judge  rashly, 
X^ill  endeavour  to  be  more  charitable  ; 
for  I  know  him  to  be  a  man  ol  excel-^ 
l^dt  information,  and  a  refined  :  taste ; 
and  therefore  he  must  be  aware,  if  he^ 
reflect  at  all,  that  as  his  power  emanateil 
from  the  vassals,  to  them  it  may  revert 
sooner  than  he  is  aware,  should  he  abuse 
it." 
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^'  You  are  grown  quitt  a  poiitkal 
firee^tkinker  since  ^ott  came  into  this 
Mtrntry ,"  rt turned  the  Conlrolkr. 

^  A  lre&-tkink«  I  cettaiBly  am^  in 
sralt^ra  of  this  doscfiption)  brother  ;  fot 
1  coBtenn  the  creed  wkich  kakte  ont  the 
mfaliibility  of  high  rank,  and  ivovM 
make  even  Idrdi  of  nwDOfs  mnenabk  tm 
the  public,  as  well  as  to  Heaven,  for  their 
aeitidn9.  Wrd^f^  h  wrong  in  aU  classes 
of  society  I  it  varies  not  out  of  c^tnpli-^ 
xnent  to  Its  possessor ;  it  is  equally  vile 
spd  easily  punisbaUe  im  the  i»ght<^ 
Qod  ;  and  why  then  sbeuld  we  letoa  to 
a}>horititt  the  vassal,  hut  to  adnire  it  in 
the  lord  >  Thus  far,  brother,  I  am  n 
ftee^thinker,  kut  no  further.  You  know 
wbare  I  ioy^ibed  ioiiy  moral  and  politic 
csl  principles.  I  bold  subordination  w 
^  duty  from  the  tenant  to  his  lord,  whiclt 
can  never  be  forfeited  at  the  caprice  or 
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pleasure  ©f  the  infelior^  wi^nt  the 
fiuperior  has  so  roiiconducted  himself  at 
to  bav€  broken  the  tie  which  cements 
^hem  to  enob  other  in  their  separate  de^ 
grees  and  rehitions.  And  now,  my 
<qiii^ical  brother,  if  you  are  disposed  to 
beliem  this  doctrine,  I  hzv^  a  secret  to 
tell  you,  iespecting  which  I  would  &ia 
Jkive  a  little  oT  your  vely  brotherly  ad** 
lyfeo,  which  you  know  i  coftsidet  of  soeoe 

'*  Willingly,  willingly,  my  dear  Min* 
ter  !**  replied  the  Controller,  "  I  coin- 
dde  fully  With  ycm  in  yoor  political  opi* 
Bions;  60  now,  prithee,  let  me  know 
what  this  wonderful  secret  tfiay  be  which 
requires  so  much  consukation." 

Without  waiti rig  ft>r  his  sister's  reply^ 
the  Controller  had  penetrated  hersocret» 
And  felt  all  the  observations  he  had  be^ 
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fore  made  respecting,  the  views  of  Nar» 
cissus  fully  borne  out.  Fxom  bis  sister's 
manner,  too,  he  rfelt  af^uredj  tbat:sbe 
Was  by  no  means  indiiposed  to  listen  to 
iiis  proposals ;  and  be  hdd  ^already 
launched  oat  into  the  oeean  of  ealcula*' 
tfon  and  spetculatk>n  on  the  \ad^aQtag«i 
which. might  accrue  to  liis  own.maiKNr 
Dram  an  union  between  the  two  famiHeflfi 
when  Lady  Longb^met,  in  a  low  tixa^ 
of  voice,  and  with  a  hesitating  acc^&tt 
related  to  him  all  the  offers  which  Nfur» 
cissus  had  made  to  b^» 
.     '  »      *     .•  ^      ^      .'    '      "  '       ^ 

*S  Well,  sister,"  said  the  Controller 
t'  and  what:was.  the  sort  of  reply  th^t  you 
made  to  these  i^att^ing  proposals  ?'* 

The  kindness  of  his  voice  and  the. 
^flection  of  his  manner  r^-assured  Lady 
Lopgbonnet,  <wbo,.  in  a  firmer  tone,  v^ 
plied,  '^  My  dear  brother,  what  could  I 


d  by  Google 


A   MONTH   IK   TOW  It .  IS9 

tfay  to  him  ?  1  told  him  he  had  already 
axroiisort,  whom  report  said  he  had  used 
ill;  and,  setting  aside  the  impedimeni 
this  cireumstance  would  prove  to  his 
wishes,  the  ill-usage  of  one  wife  was  but 
a  poor  pledge  of  happiness  to  another. 
And  then  I  noticed  very  slightly  th<» 
disparity  of  our  ages,  as  he  is  old  enough 
to  be  my  grandfather/' 

''  Pho  !*'  replied  the  Controller  5 
V  what  is  9ige  to  you  ?  You  have  had 
one  husband  for  pleteure^ .  you  want 
another  for  interest  ;  and  this  appears  to 
be  a  most  excellent  opportunity  of  con- 
iulting your  own  advantage.  As  to  the 
^i^tence  of  impediments,  that  is  but  % 
poor  a^ument  to  a  lord  of  the  manors 
since  he  has  the  poller  to  remove  tbeni 
all  at  his  pleasure.  And  what:  is  hi$ 
treatment  of  his  lady  to;  you  ?  You  will 
Bot  jeceive  ivc^rse  usage  ;  and  you  wpuld 
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liiifik  yotitnitlf  tvelt  off  evei)  to  1mw^  h 
taatle  of youi^  own»  andadi  establmbokeiit 
it  the  expeoce  of  the  maBor,  and  the 
tilfe  of  its  htdy  ;  I  think  U  looks  likely, 
•Mter/' 

"  Well,  then,  my  brother/!  answeied 
L^dy  !^xmgbonneV  since  itneetawitk 
your  approbation,  I  have  only  to  b^ 
that  you  will  keep  it  a  secret  for  the  pre- 
sent. And,  as  I  fa^ve  youf  i&teiestin 
riew  as  ihucb  as  my  own  in  this  bmeajosss, 
you  may  as  well  take  upon  ydtttself  to 
make  the  Becessary  arftBgements  witk 
Naccissus  accofdh^  toymt  omn.  wirtu'* 

the  CoBttoUer  igCMA ;  and  by  tbtt 
lime  they  had  ^trtved  at  the  de]^Mit6ry 
§i  the  arms  of  the  manor^  which  con^* 
tained  also  a  vast  quantity  of  arms  whicb 
had  bees  taken  from  the  tassal$  of  otbcar 
IMHOCB  iQ  tiietf    ^bsM^ta  M  ttM{iiiea 
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apofw  this  estate.  The  hoble  visitof» 
wtfre  highly  gfatifled  at  the  sight  of  the 
earioeitits  acid  valuables  contained  ia 
this  huge  mass  of  building :  for  herei 
besides  the  arms,  all  the  rich  jewels  were 
kepi  with  which  the  knrds  w^d  always 
ievested  upon  their  fkrst  taking  posse.^-^ 
sion  of  the  estate.  The  curiosities  of 
Ibis  place  seemed^  on  the  whole,  to  ex^ 
cite,  less  attention  than  the  yards  through 
which  the  Ceintroller  passed,  where  the 
proems  of  bni Ming  those  vessels  whieti 
ariKle  tb«  inaaof  anassailal^le  was  csr« 
tied  on.  Here  th«  ControUrr  betrayed 
a  most  rfii^alsr  cuHolrify,  ronoiligfrom 
one  thing  to  aootber,  bancUing  and  scm* 
finiatng  every  ob^i^t  which  cen^e wrlbisl 
his  observation.  ^^  i  doai't  wonder/' 
s^  he,  as  he  snrvcyod  the  wonderful 
iaventiotei  for  reducing  mainual  kdboHf 
fnhicfa  snironAded  bhn^ — '<  I  don't  woo^ 
dsf  Ifaal  t|namaii«tshouki  be  great  aba^ 
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all  others.  It  deserves,  its  chamctet,  and 
will  doubtless,,  preserve  it  by  its  inge^ 
puity,  wealth,  courage,  and  spirit  of  en« 
terprise.*' 

'  Could. the  reader  minutely  enter  inta 
the  sentiments  which  just  now  occupied 
the  bosom  of  Lady  ^Longbonnet,  he 
might  probably  discover  .some  secret 
exultatixyn  arishig  there  from  the  antiei«» 
pation  of  her  own  fortune  in  reigning 
mistress^  of  these  wonders ; .  as  it  is  natu*^' 
ral  to  suppose,  that,  welUinclined  as  she 
i¥as  to  receive  the  suit  of .  Narcissus/ 
every  thing :  which  had  a  tendency  ta 
exalt  thename  of  the  manor  of  which  she 
lioped  soon  to  be  the  lady,  must  be  mojCit 
than  agreeable  to  her  feelings.  Het 
heart  coincided  in  all  her  brother's 
poraises  and  delight  long  before  her 
tongue  gave  utterance  to  her  thoughts  t 
and,  during  the  whole  of  their  progress 
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home,  her  mind  was  still  so  completely 
engrossed  w^^l^  ^^^  "^^  ^"^  pleasing 
subject,  that  it  was  with  some  difficulty 
her  brother  could  even  draw  a  single 
monosyllable  from  her  in  answer  to  his 
questions.  At  length,  however,  guess- 
ing the  cause  o(  this  most  unusual  taci- 
turnity, he  took^  pity  upon  her ;  and, 
throwing  himself  back  into  the  carriage, 
plunged  himself  into  a  deep  reverie,  and 
left  her  ladyship  at  full  liberty  and  lei- 
sure to  indulge  her  own  thoughts  with- 
out any  kind  of  interruption. 
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CBIPTER   Vll. 

Containeth   a  Canveriotion    between  Mother  and 
J}aughter. 

The  Lady  Charlotte  had  scarcely 
reached  home  from  her  morning  visit  to 
her  father  Narcissus,  before  her  mother 
Ger mania  arrived  to  spend  a  few  hours 
in  her  society.  A  regulation  existed 
"which  had  so  abridged  the  intercourse 
bet  weep  the  mother  and  her  child,  that 
they  were  only  allowed  to  be  together 
at  certain  times,  and  for  a  given  period, 
a  restriction  which  had  called  forth  the 
most  cutting  complaints  from  the  Lady 
Charlotte  and  her  motherland  had  caused 
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*  vety  great  deal  of  anger  agtioat  Nar- 
cissus ;  in  coDsequeiice  (^  which  he  had 
found  it  expedient  to  allow  of  aotne  fe# 
additional  indulgencies^  but  they  were 
only  such  as  were  extorted  from  his  ap« 
prehen«ioQSj  no*  vcduntarily  yielded  by 
hi$  affeetion.  It  was  cme  of  those  privi** 
legeid  days  on  which  Lady  Charlotte  had 
l^^n  sent  for  by  her  fatbor,  as  related  in 
a  forna^r  chapter,  from  which  interview 
ahe  returned  with  n»ove  acrimoiay  i^  her 
disposition  than  she  b^ld  ever  fell  before 
this  moi&tent.  A  tbonsand  times  did 
sbe  vow  and  ptot^t  not  only  »awr  to 
marry  young  Orangegraft,  btit  u»iforaily 
to  refuse  whomsoever  her  father  should 
hereafter  profiose  to  her.  "  The  prdpo* 
»ition  whick  I  shall  attend  to,^'  said  sbe^ 
*^  shall  be  that  wbicb  eomet  firdm  my  ino*^ 
tbet :  for  I  cloa't  eboose^  sot  I,  to  ba 
treated  by  that  papa  of  mine  as  thougb 
I  wnA  aot  a  bit  betm^  xkm  alittk  ebil^ 
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in  leading-strings.  And  then  for  him  ta 
go  into  such  a  downright  passion  be- 
cause I  wanted  to  tell  him  my  dream } 
Fathers,  forsooth^  think  their  daughters 
not  even. worthy  to  be  consulted  about 
their  own  happiness,  as  though  they 
were  nothing  more  thad  animatecd  dolls; 
incapable  of  thinking  at  alh  Yet  they 
don't  behave  worse  to  their  daughters 
than  their  wives;  and  if  my  poor  mo* 
ther  had  a  little  of  my  spirit,  Til  be  hang- 
ed if  she  would  be  so  badly  off,  and  so 
hardly  used  as  she  is  now.  My  father 
18  a  ',  but  riL  torment  him  for  it, 

that  r  will  r 

She  hdd  jdst  come  to  this  pious  and 
filial  resolution  when  she  reached  ({.er  own 
door ;  and  down  she  threw  herself  oni 
the  couch,  a;nd  b^n  to  think  and  to 
yow  and  protest  it  all  over  again,  with  af 
tast  number  of  additions  ;  but,  just  as 
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§he  was  in  the  middles  of  her  soliloquy^ 
her  mother  eotered  the  apartment.-—* 
•  f  My  dear  mother  !"  gaid  Lady  Char- 
lotte, ruBhing  into  her  arms^  and  bedew- 
ing her  cheek  with  a  tear,  "  O  my  dear 
mother  !  what  a  very  nasty  disagreeable 
man  my  father  does  get  !  I  declare^  be« 
tween  you  and  me,  that  he  is  quite  into<- 
lerable  lately,  and  I  don't  half  like  it,  I 
assure  you  V* 

"  How  !"  exclaimed  Germania,  in  an. 
accept  of  mingled  surprize  and  regret-r- 
lor  Germania,  notwithstanding  the  per- 
secutions she  had  endured  from  Narcis- 
sus and  his  coo^panions,  still  felt  an 
affection  for  him,  and  could  not  even, 
hear  the  censure  of  her  daughter  with-, 
out  feeling  a  strange  emotion.  "  How^ 
my  dear  girl  ?  What  has  he  done  that^ 
you.  should  thus  sud<)enly  throw  off  all 
filial  affection  for  hicp,  and  speak  of  him 
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in  such  odious  terms  ?  Surely  if  he  has 
used  me  ill,  his  misconduct  extends  not 
to  you  ;  and  if  I  have  borne  in  silence 
the  insults  of  a  husband,  you  should 
fearn  to.  put  up  with  the  pettisbness  of  a 
fether." 

Lady  Charlotte  looked  abashed  at  this 
lebuke  of  her  motbe#,  and  fell  some* 
thing  very  like  anger  rising  in  her  bo* 
som,  for  her  high  spirit  could  ill  brook  a 
<iheck  even  firom  her  whom  most  she 
loved  on  earth.  Oermania  saw  the  con- 
fliction  ofangerand  affection  pour  tray  ed 
ih  the  countenance  of  her  child,  and  felt 
sorrow  that  sb6  had  said  so  much  ;  for 
she  had  no  ristention  to  woond  the  sus- 
ceptible feelings  of  her  from  whom  she 
expected  all  she  now  Could  hope  for  of 
^rthly  comfort.  She  hastened,  there* 
fbre/to  heal  the  wound  she  had  made; 
and,  imprinting  a  kiss  of  conciliation  on 
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tbe<!btek  of  LadyChwlottei  withcyutal- 
lowii^  tier  time  to  reply,  she  resumed, 
**  Nay,  my  deiurest  Charlotte,  I. could  not 
intend  to  hurt  you.  FoigiTe  your  mo^ 
ther,  and  banish  the  cloud  which  hoyers 
about  your  fair  forehead,  my  girl,  and 
tell  me  what  this  thoughtless  father  of 
yours  baa  been,  doing  to  diaplea^e  you  so 
\ery  much/'  And  as  she  said  this,  sho 
playfully  patted  her  daugbttr's  cheeky 
and  wiped  away  a  rebellious  tear,  which, 
io  apite  of  all  Lady  Charlotte's  pride 
and  endeavours  to  keep  it  in  bounds^ 
forced  its  ^ay  out  of  its  habitation,  and 
9trag^led  down  her  cheek. 

"  My  dear  mother,"  replied  she,  after 
taking  a  few  moments  to  recover  her* 
self,  ^^  It  was  all  about  that  shabby 
Orai^egraft.  My  father  would  insist 
upon  my  having  him  at  once,  aod  that 
no  more  time  ahould  be  \<»t ;  aad*-aod 
—and—" 
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*^  And  I  suppose  you  spoke  hastily  id 
bim,"  returned  Germania,  "and  nettled 
bim  so  much  that  be  scolded  you  for  it; 
Was  that  all,  Charlotte?  Never  mind  it 
then;  it  is  no  unusual  occurrence  in  lifa 
for  father  and  daughter  to  have  differ* 
ences  on  the  subject  of  matrimony.  The 
former  is  generally  too  rash  in  bis  ex- 
pectations, the  latter  tometimes,  perhaps^ 
more  coy  than  wise." 

^  "  But  I  hope  my  dear  mother  doea. 
not  mean  tbsay  that  it  is  my  case,'*  aa# 
swered  Lady  Chariotte  ;  '^  for  the  quar« 
rel  was  not  so  much  about  Orang^raft 
as  ypurself.  I  like  the  fellow  well 
^ough  ;  and  could  I  bring  them  all  to 
my  conditions^  I  should  not  hold  out 
liiuch  longer,  I  dare  say.  But  unless 
they  will  give  up  to  me  in  what  I  have 
set  my  heart  upon,  1  am  :determined,  let 
my  fatb^  sayAvbatever  be  will|  that  I 
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will  live  single,  and  die  an  old  maid,  on 
|iurpose  to  put  the  .succession  to  the  ma<^ 
trorout  of  the  direct  hne  in  whrch  he 
wislres  it  to  flow. !  lam  my  mrstreis  so 
far^  and  I  will  let  him  see  it  too  T*  f 

'  Germania  scarcely  heard  the  oonclu* 
sion.  No  sooner  did  she  hear  that  she 
was.the  cause  of  the  quarrel,  than  ther 
iBXcess  iof:  her  feelings  overflowed  at  her 
eyes,  and,  had  not  Lady  Charlotte  l)eenf 
too  much  engrossed  at  the  moment  with 
Iter  own  feelings,  she  would  have  seen 
l^at the agitiaition  of  hermotfaer  prevent- 
edherflrom  t^^iying^  attention,  tocher.-— » 
As  soon  as  she  had  ceased,  however,,  she 
Kaised  het  eyes,  and  saw  the  distress  she 
had  occasioned.  It  was  now  the  turn 
Mff  the  daughter  to^ipeak  consolation  to 
the  parent;  and:so  well  did  Lady  Char^ 
lotte  succeed  in  this  office,  that  a  smile 
gained.  the/asoetuimiGy  in  the  fin^  ^oaa4 
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tenance  of  Germama^  and  bantsiied  tlw 
ladt  relic  cf  grief.  "  My  dear  giri,"  saici 
she,  straining  her  daughter  aflectioDate^ 
\y  to  her  bosom,  ^'  your  ralue  becomea 
every  day  more  evident  tome.  You  ara 
my  hope,  my  joy,  my  pride !  Yet  it 
grieves  me  thac  your  defence  of  your 
tinfortuDate  mother  should  thus  subject 
you  to  the  anger  of  your  father  1  Tlti* 
m  uanatural,  and  afflicting  in  the  mxm 
'ireBie* 

<^  Oh»  pray  don^t  let  t«  tflict  yeu  m 
bit/'  aMwered  LadjT  Charlotte^  assunoiqp 
an  air  of  indifierencei  ^<  for»  I  aaaiitt 
yofu,  while  my  father  contkiuM  auch  aA 
uai^eaaooable  niaA»^»now  don^t  fMwiiy 
]»other,  for  I  will  call  him  unreaaonaUe 
Hatil  be  behaves  belter  to  you ;  I  aay*, 
wJnile  he  continiieB  aun^  an  unrea89iiapi> 
Ue  mao,  I  aoould  rather  quaiMl  with  biau 
thaa  ii0t^.  for^  I  ant  Jttie  it  vroold |piv^. 
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me  no  pleasure  for  him  lo  sn&ile  and  look, 
ple^ant  at  me,  while  be  turns  his  back 
on  you." 

.  ^*  But,  my  de$r  Charjotte/*  returned 
Germani«,  "  all  your  anger  will  not  bet- 
ter my  condition  a  tittle.*' 

"  My  anger  may  not,  mother ;  but 
ivhen  my  good-for-nothing  father  sees 
AatI  will  not  marry  Otang^raft  with- 
out he  acts  m<>re  Justly  and  kindly  t9 
you ;  and  wheti  lie  finds  too  that  I  will 
take  your  jMut  in  every  thiog  i^ainst  him^ 
and  wiU  aotdo  the  tbi^ga  which  he; 
iQost  wishes  emt0  do^  Til  warrant  you« 
tJaat  byf^  an4  l^ye  I  will  bring  him  to  hia. 


sense*/* 


r,:**Yow  we  a  good  girl,  ChwkXte,Yi 
mi^tied  GermMt^ ;  :*^  «l)d  if  all  daughtemi 
UiM  tk^  m>t^f^  Aiai^pia^ss  m  m  )^f^ 
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estimation  as  you  do,  how  happy  must 
every  parent  be,  even  in  the  midst  of 
affliction!  But  now,  come  and  fell  me 
what  this  quarrel  was  about,  for  I  have 
as  yet,  heard  riot  one  syllable  of  the  par- 
ticulars, and  I  am  anxious  to  know 
whether  I  was  the  cause  of  it  in  thefiret 
instance,  or  if  it  originated  from  poor 
Orangegraft/' 

**  Well  then  I  will  tell  you,  mother." 
Then  drawing  her  mother  clos^  to  her,^ 
Lady  Charlotte  began  with  the  message 
she  received  from  her  father,  desiring^ 
her  to  attend  him,  and  went  through  the 
whole  of  the  conversation  which  ensued 
including  the  dream,  and  her  father's 
oath,  when  she  came  to  which,  she  in-» 
terwove  a  comment  expressive  of  her 
dislike  of  his  swearing,  as  derogatory  to 
the  dignity  of  a  lord,  of  a  manor,  and 
4»p6cukted  on  his  having  learned  this 
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most  elegant  of  all  accomplishment  from 
one  of  his  favourite  vassals  who  presided 
in  one  of  the  apartments  of  a  neighbour- 
ing castle,  to  settle  all  matters  in  dispute 
between  the  tenants,  and  who  was, 
therefore,  called  the  knight  justice.  As 
soon  as  Lady  Charlotte  had  foncluded, 
her  mother,  tenderly  embracing  her, 
asked^  V'  But  does  my  dearest  Charlotte 
really  love  this  Orangegraft  ?  because, 
if  you  do,  X  insist  upon  your  not  sacri* 
ficing  your  happiness  for  a  point  of  mere 
etiquette ;  and  my  presence,  although  it 
would,  of  c6urse,  give  me  pleasure,  would ' 
be  cdi^idered  nothing  more.  And  then, 
as  to  your  going  to  the  Orange-land  to 
reside,  that  would  indeed  rob  me  of  my 
last  joy  ;  but  they  may,  perhaps,  be  will- 
ipg  to  relinquish  this  point/' 

**  They  shall  relinquish  all  I  ask,  or  I 
will  not  have  him,  my  dear  mother,  and 

VOL.  I.  H 
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that's /lOJt  /    As  to  my  happiness,  don't 
be  irneasy  about  that.     They  can  none 
of  them  injure   that  in  any  other  way 
than  by  injuring  you.     I  like  Orange- 
graft  well  enough  ;  but,  Lord  bless  youj 
mother,  I  am  a  young,  rich,  and,  th^y 
say,  ^^ood-lookinggirl  enough,  and  I  dare 
say  I  shall  see  plenty  of  young  men  that 
will  please  me  better  ;  for,  upon  second 
thought^  be  is  but  a  poor,  ilMooking, 
lialf-grt)wn  sort  of  a  chap,  and  I  really 
do  feel  gtad  that  I  bare  foiind  a  tolera- 
ble excute  to  shake  him  off,  for  I  don't 
mucbiike  bid,  and  that's  true/' 

^*  Not  like  him,  my  tiearest  girl!  Theu 
how  is  it  that  you  have  appeared  to  re- 
ceive bis  suit  with  pleasure?  And  what 
will  you  do  in  case  he  should  coticede 
every  point  you  wish?  I  tremble  to 
think  of  it/* 

"  Why,  to  be  surc^  mother,"  aaid  La- 
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dy Charlotte,  "if  he  were  to  do  .tbat,^ 
I  might  like  him  better,  but  be  won^t ; 
for  it  was  only  yesterday  that  I  asked 
him  to  be  so  kind  as  to  tell  my  father 
that  I  would  not  marry  on  any  other 
conditions  than  I  have  told  you^  and  the 
uncivil  brute  had  the  impudence  and  the 
ill-manners  to  refuse  me  !  Before  then 
I  did  like  him  tolerably  well,  but  he  re- 
fused to  do  what  I  desired^  and  if  ever  I 
give  him  the  opportunity  of  refusing 
again,  may  Heaven — — '* 

"  Stop,  childj*'  interrupted  Germania^ 
**  I  will  hear  no  vow  on  the  subject,  or 
you  may  one  day  wish  it  broken.  They 
will  re-consider  the  businesi^,  and  though 
they  pursue  thy  mother,  it  can  ill  derve 
their  turn  to  persecute  thee  !'* 

At  this  moment  a  footman  announ- 
ced the  arrival  of  the  Controller  and  his 
H  3 
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sister,  to  pay  a  visit  of  ceremony  to  the 
Lady  Charlotte.  **  I  wish  to  God  they 
had  chosen  a  more  agreeable  time  for 
calling/'  exclaimed  Lady  Charlotte, 
embracing  her  mother,  who  immediately 
slipped  out  at  an  opposite  door,  stepped 
into  her  carriage,  and  drove  off,  happy, 
amidst  all  her  sorrows,  to  find  she  had 
Mill  a  daughter  who  loved. hen 
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CHAPTER   Till. 

The  visit  of  the  Controller  and  Lady  Longhonnetto 

*  Lady  Charhtte-^Another  visit  still  mbrt  linex^ 

pected — A  conference  ^  with  an  unnataral  issue* . 

The  Controller  and  his  sister  were  not 
ignorant  of  the  spirit  of  Lady  Char- 
lotte, Narcissus  having  informed, them 
of  the  conversation  which  had  taken 
place  between  her  and  himself  on  that 
morning  ;  and,  as  he  had  requested  Lady 
Longbonnet  to  use  her  influence  to  bring 
back,  as  he  was  pleased  to  express 
hioGUielf,  the  audacious  young  Cady  to 
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reason^  this  was  not,  strictly  speaking, 
a  visit  only  of  ceremony,  but  one  direct- 
ed to  the  two-fold  object  of  form  and 
use.     The  Controller  determined  to  ac- 
company  her  ladyship,  as  he  well  knew 
etiquette   required  that  he  should  not 
seem  to  neglect  her  who  was  the  next 
heir  to  the  manor.  The  Lady  Charlotte, 
however,  was  not  very  kindly  disposed 
to  hervisitors,  because  they  had  not  paid 
their    second    visit  to    her    mother,  to 
whom,  as  the  wife  of  the  deputy  lord, 
their  second  compliments  were  due.   Her 
education,    and  the  dignity  of  her  senti- 
ments and  situation  were  sufficient  gua- 
rantees against  any  pointed  rudeness  to 
them,  although  she  inwardly  felt  severe 
vexation  at  the  interruption  of  the  plea- 
sant/^/^w^-^^/e  which  had  been  occasion- 
-ed  by  their  coming. 

^  The  form9  and  ceremonies  of  a  ^rst  ^ 
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interview  are  too  uninteresting  to  amuse 
the  reader,  we  will,  therefore,  omit  tije 
detail^  contenting  ourselves  with  an  ob- 
servation on  its  tendency  and  issue.  The 
conversation  was  carried  on  with  a  great 
deal  of  coolne&s  on  the  one  side,  «nd  of 
distant  respect  On  the  other.  The  Lady 
Charlotte  was  anxious  to  introduce  the 
subject  of  her  mother,  but  she  fouqd.no 
opportunity,  as  Lady  Longbgnnet^aid 
not  a  syllable  on  the  theme  which  Nar» 
cissus  had  so  particularly  in^>ressed  upon 
her  attention  and  interference,  until  she 
had  taken  leave  and  was  leaving  the 
room,  when,  squeezing  the  hand  of  Lady 
Charlotte,  she  whispered,  **  Oh,  you 
cruel  girl;  you  have  broken  the  heart  of 
your  father  and  poor  Orangegraft,  and  I 
must  and  will  by  some  means  bring 
about  a  reconciliation  between  you.  It 
is  really  intolerable  that  the  young  man 
should  be  doomed  to  execution  through 
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your  unrelenting  cruelty,  and  it   shall 
not*  be  so  if  I  have  any  influence  with" 
you.** 

Lady  Charlotte  felt  her  cheeks  glow 
with  anger  at  the  imperative  D9anner> 
in  which  Lady  Longbonnet  had  presum- 
ed to  address'her,  little  dreaming  what 
had  passed  between  her  Ladyship  and 
her  father,  and  of  the  probability  which, 
existed  of  herself  being  made,  \n  some 
measure,  subject  to  a  step-mother.  ^*  My 
lady/*  she  whispered  in  reply,  "  that 
which  they  have  sought  for  they  deserve/ 
and^that  which  they  deserve  they  have 
received.  My  mind  is  irrevocably 
made  up  ;  and,  young  as  I  am,  I  will 
show  my  papa  that  I  h^ve  at  least  as 
much  stability  as  he/^  There  was  no 
time. for  reply  from  Lady  Longbonnet; 
and.  as  to  the  Controller,  although  he 
was  near  enough  to  overhear  the  whole 
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of  the  whispering   colloquy,  as  it  was^ 
doubtless  in  tended  that  be  should  hear 
it,  he  did  not  presume  to  interfere,  see- 
ing, as  he  did,  the  utter  uselessness  of 
his  interposition.  . 

No  sooner  had  she  got  rid  of  her  vi- 
sitors, than  Lady  Charlotte  retired  to 
her  apartments  overflowing  with  anger 
against  her  father^  Oradgegraft,  and 
Lady  Longbonnet.  ^'  Surely,"  said  she 
to  herself,:  ^*  my  father  might  have  beeii^ 
contented  with  quaitelling  with  me* 
bipiself  without  sending  this,  strange; 
woman  to  imike  herself  a. party  in  4be 
business  !  What  had  she  to  do  with  my 
inclinations  or  my  resolutions?  .  I  am 
not, under  her  controul!  Mjr  father 
shall  gain 2  nothing  by  her.  interference, 
I  am  determined/'  Saying  this,  down 
8he:sat  to  her  writing-desk,  resolutely 
bent  upon  peiuiiiig  a  severe  sort  of  an. 
US 
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epistle  both  to  papa,  Ormgegraft,  and 
a  certain  vassal  whom  she  shrewdly  sus- 
pected to  foe  at  the  bottom  of  all  her 
flither's  ill  temper^  by  having  advised 
him  to  force  Orangegraft  down  her 
throat ;  and  also  from  whom  she  suspect- 
ed all  her  mother-s  persecutions  to  have 
flowed*  This  vassal  was  called  orig^« 
Bally  Blenkemauy  although  he  had  been 
honoured  with  a  new  title,  in  come* 
quence  of  his  blind  attachment  to  the 
Lord  of  the  manor,  and  the  readiness  be 
aiwa3rs  displayed  to  do  all  his  odd  jobs» 
nor  did  it  matter  how  dirty  they  were^ 
Thie  man  was  one  of  the  principal  ad* 
risers  of  Narcissus,  and  eou[4ed  with 
MfOtber  vassal  cidled  Eildamn^  had  led 
him  to  many  of  those  acts  of  injustice 
end  cruelty  to  his  wife,  ^  whidi  sh^ 
end  the  nation  so  Ibudly  and  so  fre* 
i^ently  complained,  ^gain^t  thete  tw6^ 
Stain  partkuler^  the  laAy  CberlMte 
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felt  a  particular  dislike,  and  lost  no  fa« 
vourable  opportunity  of  displaying  h$r 
feeling. 

Two  or  three  times  did  sb«  coaiineQQf» 
a  letter  to  Orang^raft,  and  as  oXtW 
she  tore  it  up  in  a  fit  of  di^qonteot,  hfy» 
canse  it  was  either  not  suiffitxtently  ae^ 
Tere,  or  because  it  only  partially  e.Kr 
pressed  her  feelings  on  the  subjecj.-fff 
She,  at  length,  struck  into  a  style  whipb 
appeared  more  satisfiictory  to  h^ti  9p4 
had  made  a  rapid  progress  in  the  letter, 
Wben  Orangegraft,  taking,  for  \lh^  last 
tiine,  the  advantage  tif  thft  pciv^^ 
which  bad  been  allowed  hin^  frnter^fl  th^ 
voom  witboat  any  cereAiopyor^nno^ijice^ 
oent,  and,  at  Qnce>  brok^  ^he  ^hr^4  ^ 
Lady  Cbark>tte'^  meditatippf  • 


V  Ten    tboOsand    pprd^j^s,    beloyed 
Xady  Clmtoitte/'  b^.  fjlj^l^imgd,  as.  b^ 
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advanced  towards   the  table ;    "  let  me 
hop^— 'r. 

**  Stand  back,  if  you  please^  Sir/'  in- 
terrupted her  ladyship  :  "  have  you.  lost 
your  good  manners  as  well  as  your  gaU 
iantry  ?  I  only  am  to  blame  for  this  in- 
terruption;  and  it  is  a  just  punishment 
upon  me  for  omitting  to  advise  my  do- 
mestics that  I  had  thought  proper  to 
withdraw  from  you  the  privilege  of  a  ia- 
miliar  intercourse." 

I 

"  Am  I  then  so  Wretched/'  returned 
Orangegraft,  *'  that  my  very  presence  is 
-regarded  as  a  punishment  ?  Heaven  and 
earth  !  I  resign,  then,  my  happiness  and 
my  hopes  to  the  wind,  and  cease  to  wish 
for  aught  except  annihilation  !"  i 

*     "Most   gallantly    spoken,    indeed!'* 
said    Lady  Charlotte/ smiling,    as  «te 
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made  reply,  "  what  a  pity  that  you 
should  have  brought  all  this  upon  your- 
self, by  a  refusal  to  perform  a  little  act 
of  gallantry  for  me.  Your  high  spirit 
would  not  allow  you  to.  tqrn  porter,  so 
far  as  even  to  convey  a  message  to  my 
father,  and  now  most  romantically  you 
trytp  win  my  forgiveness  by  a  tissue  of 
nonsense  which  means  no  more  than  a 
mere  fillip  of  the  finger! — No,  sir;  I 
am  b^isy  in  writing,  and  have  no  time 
just  now,  to  listen  to  romance ;  and 
when  I  am  inclined,  one  of  my  maids 
shall  read  one  to  me.** 

"Do  I  live  to  become  your  sport  and 
scorn  ?*'  vociferated  Orangegraft :  "are 
you  npt  contented  to  overwhelm  me  with 
your  unjust  displeasure,  but  must  you 
make  me  the  mark  of  your  ridicule  ?-t- 
What  was  it  I  refused  ?  Nothing  more 
or  less  than  to  carry  py  ovvn  rejeptioii 
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to  your  father,  to  become  the  channel 
and  vehicle  of  my  own  mortiScation  I — 
Reconsider  the  matter,  my  dear  Lady 
Charlotte,  and  do  not  let  your  anger 
outstrip  the  limits  of  discretion/' 

This  was  adding  fuel  to  the  fire  with 
a  vengeance.  Poor  Orangegraft  could 
not,  out  of  all  the  dictionary. of  language, 
have  selected  a  more  unfortunate  tefm 
than  discretion.  It  kindled  at  once  all 
the  feelings  of  indignation  and  amaze- 
A^ent  in  the  bosom  of  Lady  Charlotte.— 
For  a  moment  she  gazed  on  her  infa-' 
tuated  but  impolitic  lover,  and  theo^ 
pointing  to  the  door,  exclaimed,  in'  a 
tone  of  unuliaial  firmness,  ^^  Begone, 
Sir !  leave  my'  'hbuf^  ! — Discretiod,  in* 
4eed  I  HaVe  I  entrusted  niy  discretion 
to  your  management  ?  Have  I  ena- 
flowered  you  to  call  nie  to  itecoUnt  for 
Alijr  acObns/'or  tc^  exercise  ywt  &wu 
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jiidgment  relative  to  the  operation  of 
mtDe  ?  Go,  go !  you  had  belter  return  - 
home,  and  get  a  few  lessons  of  prudence 
and  politeness  before  you  stjive  again  to 
win  the  heart  ofafentalel  It  must  be 
a  poor,  unfledged,  inexperienced,  and 
weak  fly,  too,  which  can  be  caught  in 
your  cobweb.  Good  morning  to  yo«,' 
Sir !  I  dare  say  you  can  find  your  way 
to  the  street-door.'* 

Orangegraft,  however,  was  not  thus 
easily  repulsed^  He  was  aware,  thai  if 
he  mksed  th^  ofiportui^ty  n^w  before 
him^^  itmight  nearer, be  tepeatedl..  There-* 
fore  following  Xady  Charlotte  across 
thi^  rftOio,  he  drp^e^  m  <his  Itnee,  and, 
seizing,  bfer  hand,  .atJtewpted,  to  fir^ss  i| 
to  his  lips,  but  she  angrily  Wt|h4rf^  it 
from  him,^  and  assuming  all  the  forbid* 
4ll|g  dit^^•t  whjch  ^i|e  so  welb  knew 
iMtW  to  (br«^  in$Q^  liecipokf^  l^XiClaimedi 
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*'  In  my  house,  Sir,  T  ought  at  least  to  be 
allowed  the  power  of  controul.  Your 
presence,  Sir,  is  disagreeable;  uot  be- 
cause you  are  personally  so  to  me :  you 
have  offended  me  in  the  tenderest  of  my 
feelings,  by  refusing  a  compliance  with 
my  desire  relative  to  my  mother ;  and 
th^is,  Sir,  you  have  alienated  from  your- 
self the  good  opinion  I  had  previously 
entertained  of  you.  Henceforth  we* 
must  be  strangers  !** 

"  Allow  me  to  recant  what  I  have  ut- 
tered on  that  subject/*  exclaioied 
Orangegraft,  "and  I  will  promise  to 
fulfil  every  wish  of  your  heart.  Con- 
sent but  to  go  with:  me  for  a  fortnight, 
and  I  will  return  and  reside  in  Fever^isle 
with  you/* 

**  And  this  you  will  engage  in  the 
proper  form?  And  you  will  also  bittd 
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your^lf  to  give  me  unrestrained  inter- 
cijurse  with  my  mother?  Are  these 
your  intentions^?  Is  it  this  you  wouki 
say?" 

Orangegraft,  for  a  moment,  was  si* 
lent.  **  I  will  give  you  my  word  to  re- 
turn with  you  in  the  specified  timei"   , 

Lady  Charlotte  saw  the  extent  of  the 
/Concession.  Her penetrat4an  discovered 
the  direct  negative  which  he  thus  put 
on  her  questions ;  .  and*,  indignant  at 
him  for  duplicity,  and  at  herself  fpr 
her  simplicity  and  credulity,  she  imme- 
diately walked  hastily  to  the  bell-rope, 
and,  pulling  it  violently,  desired  theat- 
tendant  who  entered  to  show  Orange- 
graft  to  the  door,  and  to  see  that  he  was 
no  more  admitted  without  a  previous 
announcement;  and,  without  allowing; 
time  for  any   reply,  instantly  opened  >a^ 
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private  door,  and  retired  into  an  ail- 
joining  apartment,  leaving  Orangegrtft 
in  a  state  of  mind  more  easy  to  befeit 
than  described.  He  had  calculated  upon 
an  ea§y  reconciliation ;  and  therefore, 
as  soon  as  Narcissus  bad  informed  him 
of  the  sentimeilts  she  had  disclosed  in 
the  Qfiorning^  he  determined  to  see  her, 
and  to  win  back  her  good  humour  by 
fair  promises  of  obedience  to  her  will ; 
although  it  was  bis  own  fixed  will,  as 
well  as  the  sincere  desire  of  her  father, 
that  she  should  be  carried  into  another 
manor,' in  order  that  the  separation  be- 
twixt her  mother  and  her  should  be  final. 
Full  of  confidence  in  his  own  power  over 
Lady  Charlotte,  therefore,  the  young  lo- 
ver made  his  entrance  into  her  apart- 
ment ;  and  so  great  was  the  shock  he  ex- 
perienced from  the  overthrow  of  the 
superstructure  of  hope  which  he  had 
reared^  that  he  could  scarcely  collect  his 
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iKAtte^ed  thoughts  sirfficiently  to  make 
hr^  way.o^t  of  the  house,  and  to  reach 
his  own  Residence. 

In  the  mean  time.  Lady  Charlotte, 
left  to  herself,  became  a  prey  to  violent 
agitation  ;  for,  so  greatly  had  her  feel- 
ings been  exercised  during  the  last  in- 
terview that  she  could  scarcely  endure 
the  lassitude  of  mind  which  ensued.— 
She  threw  herself  for  some  moments  on 
the  couch,  and  a  flood  of  tears,  coming 
to  her  relief,  tended,  in  no  slight  de- 
gree, to  her  recovery.  Again  she  took 
up  the  letter  she  had  commenced,,  and 
endeavoured  to  proceed;  but,  after  se- 
veral ineffectual  attempts,  she  deter- 
mined not  to  plague  herself  about  it 
to-day.  *'  One  day/'  -said  she,  '*  will 
not  alter  the  situation  of  affairs  ;  and 
to-morrow  I  shall  be  better  fitted  for 
the   task!''     And  aaying  this,  she  rang 
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the  bell,  ordered  her  landau  and  her 
governess,  and  sallied  forth  into  the 
park  to  derive  from  the  fresh  breeze  an 
invigoration  of  her  spirits. 
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CH^l^tER     IX. 

Nardssus  emuuU^th  with  himself,  and  then  with 
his  advisers — and  points. out  a  plan  to  get  rid 
of  his  wife — He  picks  a  quarrel  with  eonscience* 

Rank  and  wealth  are    not.  iinifbrmly 
the  introducers  of  happiness  to  the  hu- 
man  species.    Narcissus,  though  the  lord 
of  a  manor  which    contained  a  prodi* 
gious  nuoiber  of  vassals,  and  a  still  more 
uncommon  quantity  of  wealth,  was  at 
ibis  moment  the  victim  of  contending 
emotions.  .  The  chief  cause  of  his  un-. 
easiness  .was  his  own  situation  with  re- 
spect to  his    wife,  of  whom  he  would 
bi^ve  given  half  his  manor  to  have  been 
foir^  ridden,  so  anxious  was  his  desire 
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to  enter  into  a  connexion  with  Lady 
Longboniiet,  whose  charms  and  vi- 
vacity, and  influence,  and  her  tout 
'  ensemhlci  indeed,  had  excited  a  strong 
wish  within  him  never  to  be  separated 
from  her,  at  least,  until  she  had  com- 
municated to  him  all  the  pleasure  she 
might  have  the  power  to  bestow.  Next 
in  importance  came  the  affair  of  Orange- 
graft  and  his  daughter  Lady  Charlotte, 
whose  cofiduet'  to  hioni  had  mortified  hhn 
exoeedifigtyi  and  whose  refusal  to  aci^ 
cept  the  band  of  her  lover,  except  up# 
on  such  condi-tions  as  he  coujd  not  co^ 
sent  to,  bad  ruffled  his  temper  inost 
prodigiously.  He  knew,  however,  that 
the  young  man  was  gonis  to  see  her, 
and  he  trusted' that  this  interview  would 
fiot  fail  to  lead  to  a  happy  termination ' 
of  their  differences:  and  thus  he  satis<^ 
fied  himself  pretty  weHi^n  this  point,  and 
anticipated   that  this   troublesome  bu* 
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slness  would  very    soon   be  taken  off 
his  hands. 

But  now  for  his  wife.  He  wished 
from  bis  soul,  as  thousands  of  his  vassals 
did  in  their's,  no  doubt,  to  get  rid  of  this 
torment,  which  stood  in  the  way  of  his 
views  and  hii^ enjoyments.  The  matter 
would  have  been  easy  enough  if  the  pub« 
lie  had  not  so  impudently  interfered  and 
made  her  cause  their  own«  Many 
chains,  there  canot  be  a  doubt,  are 
cooked  up  every  day,  and  supported  in 
common  life  ;  but  here  the  eyes  of  alt 
bis  vassals  were  on  their  lord,  and  on  her 
whom  he  had  unfortunately  given  them 
for  their  lady  ;  and  he  found  the  ground 
so  delicate,  that  he  hardly  dared  to  set 
one  foot  before  the  other,  in  the  way  of 
thrusting  her  entirely  away.  To  assist 
bis  reflections  on  this  knotty  case,  he 
had  sent  for  his  two. favourite  vassals^ 
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Blenkinson  and  Eildov^n,  on  whose  sug* 
gestions  he  relied  for  an  extrication  from 
the  dilemma  in  which  he  foun^  himself. 
Whatever  they  might  advise^  be  deter- 
mined to  abide  by,  as  he  was  pj^etty  well 
aware,  that  they  would  not  recommend 
any  thing  very  ungrateful  to  his  feel- 
ings. He  had>  however,  prepared  as 
good  a  case  as  he  could  to  convince  their 
judgments  in  his  favour,  in  case  he  shoud 
find  them  at  all  wavering  or  reluctant  to. 
pursue  the  course  he  wished  them.^-;^ 
Amongst  a  parcel  of  old  musty  records^ 
ip^  his  father's  library,  he  bad  found  two 
or  three  i:eports  respecting,  the  marriage 
of  orie  of  the  former  lords  of  the  m^nor, 
who  married  successively  seven  or  eight, 
wives,  not  troubling  hin^elf  about  the 
legality  or  illegality  of  the  measure,, 
tin  til  he  found  how  he  could  like  the 
l^dy,  and  then,  by  means  of  his  influ- 
ence, prevailed  upon  the  proper  autho- 
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rities,  to  come  to^sucha  decision  as  was 
agreeable  to  his  wishes.  .  These  reports; 
which  exactly  coincided  with  his  own 
,  desires,  be  carefully  perused,  and  obli- 
terated every  passage  which,  by  any 
stretch  of  ingenuity,  could  possibly  be 
warped  against  him,  and  strengthened 
it  with  all  the  ai^aments  which  his  own 
invention  could  furnish.  He  was  anx- 
ious to  avoid  giving  unnecessary  offence 
to  his  vassals,  as  they  had  sadly  treated 
his  eyes  the  three  or  four  most  recent 
journies  he  had  taken  through  the  chief 
town,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  manor; 
and  he  did;  perhaps,  (although  oh  thi? 
subject  we  have  no  other  authority  than 
our  own  loose  surmises)  apprehend  tba): 
they  might  proceed  to  still  more  outra^" 
geous  acts  of  violence  against  bis  pq^sotii 
which  was  **.  a  consummation  devoutlx  " 
ta  be  shunned/' 

VOL.  !•  I 
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Wfailfr  SI^UTcissrui  wa9  thy«  mtoliriiig 
netttemr  in  his  tniQd,  has  two  vaMols^  oo 
wliont  he  ia tended  to  confifte  fi^f  the  sucr 
esesBfuI  termiiiation  of  this  business,  ar- 
iiir«d ;  and  N«»reissus  mnn^tately  eoten- 
td  nfom  the  ex^nmtion  of  bia  £Mliii|^ 
ff[^  the  Lft^  Loi^boitttet^^afld  hisw^isbes 
MtMktt  tot  tile  8tep»  he  njgbt  take  f#r 
Ms  efltke' liiberation  from  hia  wife* 

^  In  ttoeh,  my  Io]#/'  said  BlenJuMoo^ 
^wcr  have  coneidened  this  baBiMfa  b«- 
ibfe,  maiKf  a  time  and^  ^ftv  and^  set  in  dcu 
liberation  from  noon  to  diwi'l^bt^  Ifoqi 
cnrl-Kgbt  tto^tbe  dreary;  bmir  W^hea  the 
j%yfnuk^gmr%  vomite  fin^h  its  afa^eted 
|>ttantdm0,  and  stiii  eimlmiied)  wlnea  the 
morm ng>  ^ofc  bas>erdwed  therti^  nil  back 
«|^n*tt>  their  ftfiobr;:  aod^  1  taaUy  don't 
tety  my  lordv  tba^  ^^^  are  mie  b^t;  the 
nearer  the  desired  end  ^mi  me  w^m 
when  we  began.  If  death  wovld  but  en- 
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drf<eiiBiv«;  with  ofs,  andT  giihe*  Getitturitf  A 
friendly  feifovr  umler  (Ife  fifth  rib,  flMff, 
mf  Ibfdr  we  i^<mld  ril  bepie^eirved  (totA 
ft  veff  |;r«M  dettl  of  pvhrtfte  tni«K^iif«M 
ftnd  ffttUitf  displeMtfre.^ 

**  What  is  the  use  of  UJkmg  of  death  ?^ 
said  EildowD.  *'  Would  that  we  had  a 
littfe  mctte  power,  and  tfbat  wtf  eotttd  find 
OttH  anjr  ttodb  of  keeping  <|vier  iiKi 
tottj^es  of  these  saney  vassals  o#yOur*si 
my  loid  r  Lite  the  old  lord  who  bad  his 
variety  of  wives,  you  ndig^t  afso  nifarry 
wlioBMoeTer  you  please,  but  I  am  fean^ 
<M  the  cornidl  of  vassals  miglit  not  r«Ei* 
^y  be  brought  into  l9ie  sancttou  of  our 
plan,  and  then,  you  fcnow,  my  lord,  w«i 
&ai^  much  better  have  been  doing  aos 
tftin|;ataU/' 

••  But  w«  mustandf  wf  U'do  someiliing; 
I  3 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1 


^78  A    MONrH    IN   TOWN. 

ppd.soinetbiog  to  the  purpose  too  V*  im- 
patiently cried  Narcissus:  and,  as  he 
spoke,  a  furious  kind  of  expression  flash- 
ed firona  his  eyes,  which  convinced  his 
yassals  that  he  spoke  not  without  meaa- 
ing  what  he  said^  and  that  his  mind  was 
wrought  up  to  some  very  desperate  pur- 
poge.,  ■ 

1  ■.    '  '  . 

•  "  What  has  your  lordship  thought  of  ?'' 
replied  the  two  vassals  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, half  dead  with  terror.  For  these 
two  men  held  high  situations,  from 
which  they  derived  a  great  <Jeal  of  pro- 
fit, independent  of  the  honour,  and  in- 
fluence which  were  attached  to  their  dis- 
tinguished offices  ;  and  whenever  they 
saw  thal^  Narcissus  was  agitated  with 
passion,  or  that  in.  any  of  their  actions 
they  had  not  sufficiently  studied  his  ap- 
probation, they  always  trembled,  lest, 
in  a  paroxism  of  indignation  or  disap- 
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pointment,  he  should  expel  them  both 
from  the  responsible  and  distinguished 
stations  they  filled.  Such. were  the  ap- 
prehensions which  took  possession  of 
their  breasts  at  this  moment ;  and  these 
feelings  fluctuated,  rising  and  falling  as 
they  marked  the  alternations  of  feeling 
ivhich  distorted  the  phyidognomy  of  the 
agitated  Narcissus.  At  lengthy,  .these 
emotions  subsided,  ^and  lapsed  into 
a  paleness  of  countenance  the  most 
ghastly,  while  his  eye  "  in  a  fine  frenzy 
rolling,"  rested,  after  some  little  peram* 
bulation  round  the  room,  upon  the  ter*- 
^  rifled  vaissals.  "  Hark  ye/'  said  he,  in  a 
tone  of  firmness,  **  there  is  a  mode,  and 
you  must  adopt  it ;  I  have  set  my  heart 
upon  the  issue,  and  upon  your  heads  will 
I  revenge  a  failure.  Our  laws  assert 
that  I  can  do  noAvrong;  therefore  the 
censure  will  res.t  on  your  heads  alone; 
and  you  should  have  gratitude  and  cou^- 
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I  hme  htmed  the  diwjpprobatioii  of  my 
rmmU  ff^  your  sabg^/ keq>iiig  yon  in 
my  eoAfidettce  wfce«i  ^fry  i^tb^r  back 
ITM  titmied  Mpw  yoii»  nad  Mdii^  you 
i^  mmiist  idle  «lor)p  whkh  M$ftiled  you» 
tHl  its  fbiy  wfis^Qit«  aittd  now  I  expect 
•  A«>t«Ue  retiini  froib  you.  See  then 
ilat  I  4o  uot  expect  in  ^$jm.^ 

filenkitiscm  bowed  few ly  to  tbef^romd, 
IP  be  Beplied  to  this  ftt&rt3i&;  mmndaiUv 
vfaioh  was  sufficiently  iQtelligible  to  ex^ 
cite  a  stronger  terror  then  ever  befatie 
assailed  liiih,  or  any  of  his  cbUeagues.-Ni^  < 
♦^  Mighty  iord/'  said  he^  '^youTTBSsdb 
tre  at  youroomnand,  and  desire  of  then 
wliateyer  pleases  yon,  and  lie  nssured» 
your  wi^  is  imperative*  We  wili  nn* 
dertake  to  day  (this  matter  ibefofe  the 
council  of  (rasads  nfter  we  »AaU  have 
i^iy  irejghed  the  best  modc^  and  osnr 
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wfadb  mflqeooe  sb^l  be  exerted  to  ob^. 
taia  that  temi4it9tion  which  i»  moft  4^ 
tbabte  to  my  \ov4.  Therefore,  let  my 
lord  be  happy.'' 

^^  Aa4  4ost  thou  imagifie,  co)(ibloocU 
td  vassal,"  returned  Narcissus,  '[  that 
I  can  waste  my 'time,  and  put  a  bridle  qu 
all  my  pa»ioRf ,  and  check  the  boifter^ 
ens  torrent  of  my  blood  ?  Your  deci** 
asoDs  must  be  prompt  as  my  desires,  and 
your  measures  must  outstrip  the  speed  of 
tio^.  Let  me  bear  of  no  delays,  no 
adjournments,  no  re-eonsideratioas; 
auntmoa  your  colleagues,  and  let  me 
know  the  result  of  your  deliberatiQna 
before  twenty  hours  sha}l  have  made  my 
demand  stale/' 

To  which  Eildown  answered  with 
great  sagacity,  perspicuity,  and  delibera- 
tMfi^  for  fiildawn  was  notoiuous  for  thf 
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length*  of  time  which   he  took   to   make 
up  his  mind  ev^n   on   the  most  trifling 
subjects ;  *'  Sir,  this  is  a  very  grave  mat- 
ter,  and  requireth  grave  consideration, 
and  let  me  hope  and  intreat  that  you 
will  not  endeavour  to  bring  us  into  any 
indecency  of  decision,  since  that  would 
be   to  excite  suspicions  in  the  minds  of 
your  vassals,  which  must  prove  injurious 
to  your  fame  as  well  as  ours.  I  will  can- 
vass the  opinions  of  all  the  great  vassals 
on   the   subject,  and  try  my   influence 
privately  before  I  attempt  to  carry  any 
public  question,  so  as  to  place  success  , 
beyond  the  reach  of  doubt  or  specula- 
tion.    We  had  better,   my  lord,  spend 
some  time  in  preparing  a  strong  founda- 
tion, that  our  edifice  may  not  afterwards 
be  liable  to  destruction  from  any  storm 
which  may  assail  it/' 

Narcissus  was  little  accustomed  to  the 
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postponement  of  his  wishes,  but  there, 
was  no  alternative  in  this  case.  He  must 
either  consent  to  a  little  necessary^  and 
decent  delay,  or  fly.  directly  in  the  face 
of  his  advisers,  and  to  this  he  was  well 
aware  they  would  not  submit,  having  all 
the  responsibility  of  his  conduct  resting. 
on  their  own  shoulders.  He,  therefore, 
following  the  example  of  other  indi- 
viduals as  illustrious  as  himself,  made  a 
virtue  of  necessity,  condescended  to 
move,  down  the  stream  which  he  had 
vainly  attempted  to  stem,  and  i^jy  wise-^ 
ly  chose  the  only  alternative  left  him. 
He  consequently  dismissed  his;  vassals, 
with  a  pointed  desire  that  th^.^ould 
not  procrastinate  that  which  mght  be 
done  to-day^  and.  Aq  consider  that  his 
feelings  were  very  susceptible,  and  that 
tbey  had  taken  into.their  hands  his  hap- 
pin^ess,.  fpr  the  purpose  of  protecting  and. 
nourishing  it.  He  concluded  with  verjf 
l>5 
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Splendid  promises  of  future  favour^  in 
the  event  of  their  suceess,  and  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  harangue  made  a  much 
deeper  impression  on  the  minds  of  these 
parasites  than  any  other  part ;  an  effect 
which  was  well  judged  and  anticipated 
by  Narcissus^  who  knew  suftcient  of 
human  nature  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
surest  key  to  unlock  their  services.  This 
key  was  in  his  possesion,  and  hitherto, 
in  all  instances  in  which  he  tried  it,  he 
had  discovered  amongst  its  other  virtues, 
that  it  was  in^Uible  in  its  redults^ 

Left  to  himself^  Narcissus  began  to 
talk  a  little  to  his  conscience,  which 
chanced  rather  impertinently  to  ask  him, 
what  this  wife  of  his  had  ever  done  to  in- 
duce him  thus  unrductantly  to  pursue 
her.  He  could  not,  with  alt  his  inge** 
teuity,  parry  this  very  home-thrust ;  brut, 
after  much  equivocation,  and  many  in- 
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eHfectiial  iMeiBfiis  to  find  oat  tometiiiiig 
¥k0  a  specious  reply^  be  was  obliged  to 
give  up  tiie  tasfc^  and  to  whistle  a  t«M 
to  himself,  by  way  of  evading  the  mH^ 
ject«  ConscieQce,  faowerer,  whick  had 
lain  q«riet  for  some  years,  determioed, 
since  it  had  found  its  voice  ^;aia,  ttot 
to  be  pat  off  thus ;  therefore,  laisi^  its 
tone,  it  still  mow  loudly  repealed  the 
question  ;  and  Narcissus,  finding  neither 
whistlii^,  nor  dancing,  nor  singing, 
would  put  an  end  to  the  discoorse^ 
put  on  an  air  of  boldness,  and  declared, ' 
that  he  knew  not  any  thing  she  had  done, 
except  that  she  had,  like  another  female 
in  an  earlier  period  of  the  world,  whose 
afflictions  were  recorded,  ^^  outlived  his 
liking,"  and  that  he  was  determined  to 
have  another.  Conscience  then  asked 
him  a  he  was  not  a  ■ ;  Narcissus 

flew  ia  a  pa^siouy  and  endeavoured  to 
fmt  down  the  saucy  inteno^toc  witli  a 
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frown  and  a  threat,  whrch  unfortunately 
ptoduced  an  effect  diametrically  oppo- 
site to  that  which  he  expected  and  hoped 
I6r  J  since  conscience,  oflFendedat  such 
treatment^  instantly  began  to  ring  such 
2t  peal  in  his  ears,  that,  in  order  to  gain 
something  like.^  a  momentary  return  of 
repose  and  happiness,  the 'terrified  Nar* 
ciasus  seized  a  bottle  full  of  a  powerful 
cordial  which  stood  near  him,  and,  rais- 
ing it  to  his  mouth,  swallowed  the 
whole  ofits  contents,  and  fell  senseless 
on  the  floor. 
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CHAPTER   X. 

-The  Re^eiions  of  Gtrmania — Welcome  Visitors-^ 
New  Ckaraeters'^HopeSt  doubis, .  and  y5r<iri— 
Adopted  Child^Ladif  CharhUe'$  significaiU 
present — Departure  of  Visitors. 

X HE  unfortunate  Germania,  after  the 
interview  with  her  daughter,  returned 
'hoiite,.  brooding  over  the  information 
^he  had  just  derived  froihLady  CKar- 
.]olte.  It  appeared  then  there  was  no 
4>ope  of  the  restoration  of  her  rights  left 
-to  her*— nO' hope  of  ai  reconciliation ;  she 
was ,  condemned,  without  conviction  of 
ofBenceJ  to  pine  out- her  days  in  solitude 
and  obscurity,  a  widowed  wife,  a  child- 
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less  mother ;  the  sympathies  of  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  condole  with  and 
support  her,  were  dried  up  towards  hei^ 
and  she  was  left  to  bear  her  wretchedness 
alone ;  yet  not  alone,  for  Heaven,  that 
protects  innocence  and  watches  over 
virtue,  was  with  her  to  strengthen  her 
fortitude  and  to  guide  her  footsteps. — 
Yet,  gi^tly  ts  she  was  giDied  witb  fia- 
tieoce  aad  with  foftttude,  she  muM  Bot 
9unrey  the  long  and  dreary  prospect 
which  existence  presented  to  her  with- 
out feeling  $Qum  emotioMof  an  stfSrat- 
ingdescrijitiofi;  without  oftUiig  to  bsr 
mind  the  portraits  ^  former  diiyiH  whA 
shrmking,  in  sorrowliii  sppl^hMmMH 
from  the  glooo^  ikadows  of  ike  futimh. 
While  she  was  eog^^  m  Akk  mkm- 
choly  tmm  of  feA^isM^  tJbs  ^Mfaa* 
^fherthaughts  wsi^  iiMsffv^ptotl^y  «he 
iMden  €iilrancs  «f  tw#  ratsals»  wim 
wtssB  hf  r  a^jsMs  «mI  AwMb  •!  sll  1B» 
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nentt  of  doubt  and  perplexity,  t^Kl 
whose  fiiHIiful  adhereitce  to  her,  ftttkfat 
aU  her  troubles,  had  won  them  ^  ni^ 
versal  esteem  of  their  feHow-vassds.  Aa 
we  have  not  Introduced  these  eharaetera 
tootir  reader,  we  will  attempt  to  deline- 
Me  for  his  information  an  oottine  wh4eh 
may  make  him  more  flimtliaff  with  th«&« 

Browhloaf  was  a  man  of  ix>iiaidsral>k 
taSentd,  an  unusual  ahacre  of  integrity^ 
and  an  unconquerable  spirit.  He  had 
for  a  series  of  years  resolutely  opposed 
the  conduct  of  those  vassals  who  possess^ 
ed  the  conftdence  of  the  ok)  Lord,  and 
stAsequently  of  Marcissoa.  He  had  ffe* 
qtttnt  opportmiities  of  rishig  to  greift 
fevour  and  power  If  ha  had  chosen  to  he 
linked  into  a  line  of  couduct  opposite  to 
|hai  which  he  had  uniformly  puraued.-— 
Overtures  had  oftentimes  been  made  to 
allure  him  away  from  h!a  accttatomed 
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practice  of  inv^tigating  measures,  and 
of  finding  fault  with  everjr  thing  which 
appeared  to  mjlitate  against  the  true  in- 
terests of  the  manor ;  but  his  steady  re- 
jection of  the  most  spen did  offers,  and 
bis  pertinacious  fideUty  to  the  welfare  of 
the  interests  of  Germania,  and  of  her 
daughter^  in  opposition  to  the  desire 
and  will  of  Narcissus,  had  made  him  a 
«tiU  greater  favourite  with  all  the  tenants 
of  the  manor,  except  those  who  blindly 
worshipped  the  lord  and  his  advisers*-— 
Germania  had  found  this  vassal,  extreme- 
ly  useful  to  her,. as  he  would  continually 
annoy  her  enemies,  by  trumpeting  forth 
her  virtues,  and  loudly  impeaching  the 
conduct  of  all  theise  who  had  so.  wanton^ 
ly  and  maliciously  p,ers,equ  ted-ber^ 

Broggam  was  a  lawyer,  very  keen  : 
very  well  read,  and  of  much  practice  £|nd 
i:epute  ;  who  was  withal  a  very,  honest 
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man^  and  thus  proved  ^valuable  singu- 
larity in  the  character  of  the  profession. 
Being  well  acquainted  with  the  code  by 
which  the  aiapor*was  governed,  he  was 
an  extremfjy  serviceable  reference  in  all 
matteirs  of  delicacy.      He  was   a  great 
thorn  in  the  side,  of  Narcissus  and  all 
his  .favourite    tenants  ;   for    he.  Would 
not  condescend  to  court  greatness,  nor 
was   he.  to.  be  won   by  courtesy.     He 
adopted^ the  cause^of  German ia,  because 
it  was  th$  cause  of  innocence  and   vir- 
tue, and  female  weakness  against  malig-  ^ 
nity  and   wickedness^  and  power:   and 
his  rapid  growth  in  public  favour'  was 
the  reward  of  his   integrity  and   con- 
stancy. , 

Such  were  the  two  vassals  who  came 
thus  opportunely  to  give  their  counte<* 
nance  and  advice  to  Germania  in  tl^^is 
moment  of  her.  distress.    ^^  1  could  hfive 
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borae  the  dightd  of  Iforcissiis,^  wid 
Bhe,  as  she  conchided  the  narr«Aire  cH  the 
events  w!iich  she  ImkI  wHiiemBd^  *^  Imt 
tlie  desire  and  design  t6  reb  me  of  my 
c1ii)d»  to  send  her  to  tiforeign  land,  and 
to  teach  her  to  forget  alt  those  filial  fee}* 
ings,  the  exercise  ^f  whidi  has  hitherto 
Constituted  my  chief  deligbfe— this  strike 
win  he  too  mnch  €(Mr  me  ;  tot  althoiigh 
she  has  had  spirit  enough  to  teSMt  ^^i^ 
attempt  in  the  firi»t  tnstanee,  yet  wheft 
I  consider  the  tenderness  of  her  years, 
and  the  infiincy  of  her  resolution,  «nd 
the  perseverance  of  Karcisisue,  when 
bent  on  the  iattatnment  of  any  fovourite 
object,  f  cannoC  but  feel  the  most  UYfkt 
apprehensions  that  she  will,  ei^long^ 
be  torn  from  h^  disconsolate  mother/^ 

**Fear  nothings  ci^am,'"  fep^ed 
Brc^gam  ;  ^  the  univeraal  voice  of  the 
flbaiior  lain  Ikvourof  f  ou  and  your  dangfh 
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ter;  and  Ktrchsus^  litdeM  faef^;irds 
tbat  Toiee  ott  eommoo  oecMions,  ^witt 
never  yeotttre  to  oppose  it  in  this  in* 
stance.  It  is  too  loud»  too  determined; 
and,  acMed  to  it.  Hie  council  nf  vasSals 
win  unrely  ite^i^rr  sfiow  socli  an  aibitra* 
ty  mode  of  proceeding. 

^  Pob,  nonsense,  Brog^rm,^  exclaAm«> 
ed  Brownloaf :  ^^  Narcissus  heeds  not  the 
voice  of  the  vaasals  where  it  strikes  at 
his  pleasures ;  and  as  io  the  council  you 
taik  of,  we  have  too  much  experience  of 
their  devotion  to  him.** 

''  A  moment  stop,  befi>re  you  pr<K 
nominee  such  severity  of  oensure  on  'diat 
august  hody,  which  has  hitherto  stiown 
itself  so  fHendly  to  me/'  replied  the  dis- 
trended  Germania :  ^  I  cannot,  will  jnot 
despair,  that  there  is  sufficient  virtue 
resident  there  to  prevent  any  very  vio- 
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lent  act  of  hostility  to  a  mother's  feel- 
ings! Would  you  persuade  me  that  na- 
ture  has  no  influence  over  them.?*' 

"  I  hope  it  win  prove  as  you  wish/* 
said  Brownloa^  shrugging  up  his  shoul- 
ders with  an  air  of  incredulity,  ^^  but  I 
cannot  shake  ^  off  the  strong  doubts  I 
feel  on  the  subject.  Have  you  not 
marked,  whenever  I  have  alluded  to 
your  case  before,  this  council,  the  irre- 
solution which  has  characterized  their 
conduct,  or,  what  is  still  worse,  the  luke- 
warmness  which  they  have  displayed  to* 
wards  your  interest  V 

Germania  sighed  an  affirmative  reply  ; 
and  Brownloaf  resumed — ;"  But,  madam, 
the  purport  of  our  visit  is  ofadiflFer- 
ent  description.  Report  has  told  ua 
that  Narcissus  has  made  proposals  to  this 
I^iady  Longbonnet,  and  that  these  pro* 


d  by  Google 


A    MONTH    IN    TOWN.  189 

posals,  having  been  met  with  a  kindred 
disposition,  will  be  IbUoWed  by  other 
measures  which  will  ill timately' affect 
your  honourand  the  public  interests." 

"  How  V  exclaitned  Germa^ia,  with 
the  excess  of  dismay  and  anguish  strong- 
ly painted  on  her  countenance. 

Browtil6fe[r4oti.tinued — *^  It  is  ndt  lio- 
reasonable  tip  expect  that  some  attempt 
wilfebe  ^a^^  to  "influence  the  couiKil  of 
vassa)^;  t6;  liberate  him  from  the  tieB- 
H^hicfi'  bind  him.  to  you  ;  and  to. Effect 
this  hothing  will  be  left  undone,. pei« 
chance,  since,  otherwise,  it  would  be itn^ 
po^ible  ftjT  Jiim  legally  to :  cairy  ^ iii« 
purposes  he  has  in  view  into  effect. — 
^  Ttrese  are  merely  the"  surmises  of  hay 
own  brdin."       '  \  '    *     >    '      • 

•*  And,  *  exclaimed  the  pale  and  trem^ 
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bU«9  iSermaua,  who  had  scaroe  po\rer 
Mt  to  0vi»  utterance  to  hel  word*^^ 
^  tfitty«ittbel«a^  4mi«  tU»o<Kiin€il  woukl 
cdliaeirt*»  meiely  out  ef  tbeit  Uiod  lie^ 
votion  to  NarcisBUSj  to  infix  a  mortal 
mth\tk  the  hefioiir  ef  faat^  wifei'' 

'<  I  trusts  BCitii"  aaidB9«gga«v  wba  WM 
anxious  to  sooth  the  feelings  of  the 
gptated  GNrmatfia,  into  somethii^  ttke 
fimiquillitjh^'  i  tf  uafc  (bfiil  aia«ii8o4r  wiU 
l»imi  he  witbesaed  hff-  v^  wiueft  thr  F^ 
MiuidttidMs  wiU  90  ^  fbigel  th#  dn^y 
ttAlojFttl  atftctioir  tliey  {WoftM  tQfPMHb 
]fmi,,aerto  wntalt  M  K  meaanie  of  sMdi 
dliihoniap;  uttlesa  smne  sfamif  giwi«4 


^^Andhilflrhaps'tliia'  »i^  b#  attcmfV- 
ed,''  said  Brownloaf— **fof  im  know 
well  what  temptations  and  singular  times 
wriiite-iiK.    I  §mfMli»wom^m  mj 


d  by  Google 


MeaM«««  wiiieii  may  b0  ndopt^,  not  by 
NamiiBUff,  mace  tber  lamm  ^  the  ttiMor 
have  d^ctifed  tel  thr  l^  «m^  do  no 
wroDgybueby  bis  aodimers^wfaofotflijr  tfaiak 
efingnttte^Dg  thmmeivas'iii  hiftfmroiic^ 
to  penMvee^iy  tmfecfaaErant  wblehatty 
present  aiif  thivig  tike  m  serkn^  opposu- 
tkMi  to*  ih»^  viovf •  whiofe  He  Hm^  SmWMj 

^'  Hea^f^  f^  exchmmi  Gi^nwfM^ 
"  wftat  <wilt  bee*m  o£«e  >  Ob  1  my  fii^ 
tlk»^  fllwr  wb«  didttsbedflby/  blood  ifi 
ccHtffi^fiHdRDg'  flgaittstf  tbt  •tftnitat  of  tbia 
manor,  and  didst  bt^cmdl  pe  to  tbo  a^ 
fections  of  my  husband,  look  down  and 
inrofiMtiMl^ 

49«ihii^tlMt  N«n»8ii«cf<ilifo  ^  sacied 
oDigotlov  wfriob.  yoiM  illMWioua.  fatbiar 
-iM^idwdfiywit  bin  !  Ife  J»^II»b  tbat^  |^ 
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discharges  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  he 
contracted  when  that  venerable  wairriOr 
gave  your 'happiness  into  his  keeping, 
and  added  his  dying  charge,  that  he 
should' duly  apprieciate  the  value  of  the 
gift!  But;  re-assure  yourself,  madam, 
with  the  conviction  that  you  have  friends, 
who  though  their  pbwep  to  defend  may 
be  weak,  will  resolutely  sound  your 
wrongs  throughout  theboundaries  of  the 
manor,  aiJa  excite  the  vassals  to  en- 
treiich  'thefesidres  around  '  you>  -  with  a 
detetmihatibn  to  huVl  back- upon  your 
Ibes  all' the  shafts  which  thek  malignity 
may  Wei  against  you !" 


fi 


Germania  gratefully  toobf  the  hand  of 
'Brownloaf,  and  with  a  silent  expression 
•of  feeling  which  defied  alloraj  8<Minds, 
'gave  the  most  eloquent  uttegatfce  to  the 
"thanks  which  were  •  too  irowerful  fot 
y^Ma.    For  80t»e^  miduteB  wtosh  fa.5- 
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ceeded,  all  was  pantomime^  a  mere  col- 
loquy of  gesticulation;    not  a  syllable 
was  suffered  to  intrude  itself,  until  the 
tongue  of  a  lively  little  boy,   who  was  a 
protegi  of  Germania,  and  who  at  that 
moment  rushed  into  the  room,  suddenly 
interrupted  the  silent  rhetoric  in  which 
the  whole  trio   were  exercising  them- 
selves.    The  presence  of  this  young  gen- 
tleman was  rather  maid  proprosj  since  he 
had  most  innocently  been  the  cause  of 
much  of  the  dispute  which  occasioned  the 
separation  of  Narcissus  and  Germania^ 
at  least,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  pay 
credit  to  the  most  probable  and  best  au- 
thenticated rumours  of  the  day  on  the 
subject.     His  presence,   therefore,   was 
but  ill  calculated  to  compose  the  flurried 
feelings  of  Germania. 

'♦Oh,  mama!**  said  he,  running  up 
to  Germania,  *'  Lady  Charlotte  has  just 

VOL.  I.  K  * 
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sent  me  a  beautiful  sm^Uf  sword,  and  de- 
aires^  me  to  learn  to  use  it  immediately, 
that  I  may  one  day  knoW  how  to  defend 
you,  if  there  should  be  occasion  for  it. — 
Was  it  not  strange,  mama,  that  she 
should  send  it  to  me  now  ?  Did  she 
6Yer  tell  you  that  she  should  send  me  a 
sword,  iQama  ?*' 

"  No,  my  dear,*'  returned  Germania» 
colouring  and  sighing  still  more  deeply 
as  she  spoke-  "No,  no  !  it  is  a  dan- 
gerous weapon,  and  she  was  a  foolish 
girl  to  sead  it  to  you.  It  may  do  you 
an  injury ;  and,  as  to  myself,  I  trust  I 
shall  outlive  persecution,  without  allow- 
Ifrig  thee  to  draw  a  sword  in  my  behalf. 
I  love  not  such  arguments,  my  boy ;  fet 
guilty  vice  entrench  itself  behind  the 
sword;  it  is  a  libel  on  the  world  that  in- 
nocence and  virtue  should  be  compelled 
to  %  to  strch  resourees.     Lay  it  by,  my 
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dear ;  it  were  better  that  you  should  be 
ignorant  of  its  use  than  be  endangered 
bj  an  association  with  it« 

".  But  Lady  Charlotte  has  sent  it  to 
me/'  said  he,  ^^and  I  must  be  taught, 
mama:  besides,  if  these  wicked  mea 
should  continue  to  pursue  you,  you  will 
want  some  better  protector  than  your 
innocence  and  virtue;  and  when  I  grow 
lajnge  enough^  and  get  an  arm  strong 
enough,  mama,  you  shall  see  that  Lady 
Charlotte  did  not  send  me  the  sword  for 
nothing,  1*11  warrantyou,  that  I  would 
find  some  way  to  rerenge  the  insults 
which  the  naughty  men  have  put  upoa 
your 

«  Well  said,  my  little  hero  !••  said 
Broggaio,  '^  and  thou  shalt  have  a  sword, 
and  rU  be  sworn  that  thou  wilt  not  use 
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it  to  disgrace  thyself  nor  thy  friends-^ 
Let  me  intercede  for  him." 

**Andme,*'  added  Brownloaf,  •'fori 
see  in  the  youth  the  dawning  of  a  spirit 
which  may  one  day  range  itself  betwixt 
you  and  your  enemies.  He  is  a  gallant 
boy,  and  will  one  day  compensate  you 
for  your  suflferinga.'* 

The  youngster  was  equipped  with  the 
sword  forthwith,  and  danced  out  of  the 
room  overjoyed  with  his  new  acquisi- 
tion. "  That  boy/*  said  Germanic,  **  has 
caused  much  sorrow ;  I  fear  that  he  wiU 
stiir occasion  me  more  affliction  than 
happiness  ;  yet  I  have  adopted  him,  and 
envy  shall  never  wrest  him  from  me. — 
But  tell  me,  my  friends,  what  can  I  do 
to  prevent  the  banishment  of  my  daugh* 
terr 

!5  You  may  not  stir  in  it  at  present. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


JL   MONTH   IN   TOWN»  197 

nuulam,"  said  Bro^am  :  ^'  content  your* 
self  with  merely  laying  the  simple  facts 
before  the  tenantry,  and  leave  the  vas- 
sals, to  their  own  comments,  which,  be 
assured,  will  not  be  unfavourable  to 
your  wishes  nor  interests.  I  have  no 
fears  for  the  result.  I  rely  witji  confi- 
dence on  the  unchanging  spirit  and  per* 
severance  of  Lady  Charlotte ;  she  will 
not  be  warped  by  the  influence  of  others^ 
nor  altered  by  time.  There  will  be  no 
occasion  for  swords,  nor  hostilities  of  a 
more  active,  nature  than  those  we  have 
already  encountered.  Your  own  vir- 
tues,  madam,  have  made  you  popular^ 
and  your  popularity  will  deter  those  from 
pursuing  you  too  far,  who  would  wit 
Ungly  hunt  you  to  destruction/' 

'^  I  trust,  Brc^gjam,''  said  Brownlow« 
^^  that  your  hopes  will  all  be  realised ; 
although^  for  my  part,  I  cannot  see  that 
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easy  termination  which  your  fancy  pic* 
lures.  I  think  as  highly  of  the  Lady 
Charlotte  as  you  do.;  but  I  take  into  con-* 
sideratioB  her  age  likewise  :  she  is  young 
and  undetermined  as  to  her  futtire  life; 
«nd  youth  and  irresolution  are  badqua- 
lifications  under  her  present  circomr 
stances,  wh^n  she  has  need  of  audi  op^' 
positequalities*"' 

Gemania  smiled^  and  thanked  her 
friends  for  the  new  confidence  with 
which  th^y  had  inspired  her;  a  confi- 
dence which  figain  led  forth  her  hopes 
into  action,  and  taught  her  to  look  ibf* 
ward  to  a  ftiturity  more  cbctriiig  than 
the  past  had  promised  to  her :  and  the 
early  departure  of  her  friends  left  her 
soon  at  liberty  to  indulge  more  freely,  in 
retirement/ in  the  anticipation  of  those 
fancied  pleasures  which,  are^  in  faiti,  no* 
thing  better  than  the  ftfaoenca  of  paiiU'— 
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Yet  ifbis  kind  af  negative  enjoymenf  to 
-fcer  was  equal  to  positive  joy,   after  the 
long  season  of  »uffi&i^ing,  of  p^?i^ecutiori| 
end  of  wretchedness,  which  her  enemies 
bad  prepared  for  her.     She  had  been  sd 
long  inured  to  affliction,  that  a  momerit 
of  repose  was  a  moment  of  extacy  ;  and 
although  in  the  future  she  could  c6ntem* 
•plate  nothing  beyond   a   relaisation   of 
persecution,     even   this    prospect    wsis 
grateful  to  her  eye  as  the  most  exube- 
rant felicities  are  to  the  voluptuary  in 
bliss.     The  principal  foundation  of  her 
hopes  were  the  spirit,   and  energy,   and 
-filial  constancry,  displayed  by  Lady  Char- 
lotte,  from  which^  or^  mature  refleetiott, 
«be  could  not  refrain  from  d^dircing  the 
most   happy   promises   of    stifl  greater 
exertions  hereafter.     This  lovely  daugh- 
ter appeared  to  the  deserted  mother  as  a 
guardian  angel  sent  from  Heaven  to  sym- 
pathise with  her  and  protect  her,  to  step 
betwixt  her  and  the  darts  of  malignity, 
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and  to  yrork  ultimately  her  triumph  over 
oppression.  Gratified  with  the  enliven** 
ing  picture  which  her  im^ination  had 
sketched,  the  liapless  Germania  was,  for- 
the  moment,  diverted  from  the  contem- 
plation of  her  real  s(ituation,  from  dwell- 
ing too  intensely  upon  the  actual  trou- 
bles which  surrounded  her,  and  from 
estimating  the  probable  measures  which 
.the  friends  of  Narcissus  might  advise 
him  to  adopt;  and  she  succeeded  in 
weaving  for  herself  a  garland  of  happi- 
'  ness  from  the  flowers  which  her  fancy 
had  culled  and  gathered  out  of  life's 
thorny  way !  Happy  moment  of  for- 
getfulness  !  Accursed  be  the  hand  that 
would  rob  injured  virtue  of  this  her  sole 
consolation  ! 


lEND    OF    VOIi.    I* 

Printed  by  W.  Flint,  Old  Bailey,  Londtn. 
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CHAPTER    Xr. 

'  *  ■''  "^ 

1^  jHtkor  imrbdu^0tk  fm  Reader  $o  a  IS^fiiif^ 

J^mie-^Rouge  ef  NoirSharpcrs^Jictectiim'^ 

Singular    Punishntent'^Scarmouth^^Hif    Prr- 

phxityi  and  Extricatiofi  from  the  Dilemma.' 

■  •     * 

*^  Do  you  play  at  Rouge  tt  Noir  .'?^**— 
said  Bull-dbg  to  Soarmouth,  as  they 
jogged  arm  in  ann  to  a  certain  very  t^e- 
lebrated  hoUse  of  play,  not  abov«  a  hun*' 

TOl.  II.  B  ^ 
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dred  yards  from  the  castle  which  had 
been  appointed  for  the  residence  of  the 
formcn 

But  who  is  this  Scarmouth  ? — methinks 
the  reader  will  ask.  Gentle  reader,  he 
was  a  yassal  in  high  favour  with  Narcis- 
sus, not  because  he  was  a  man  of  capa- 
cious intellect,  nor  of  splendid  acquire- 
ments,  nor  of  tried  virtue.  No,  reader, 
if  4hou  hast  formed  such  an  opinion  of 
the  character  of  the  companions  of  Nar- 
cissus, thou  hast  profited  little  by  the 
sketches  given  of  him  in  the  former  vo^ 
lume.  Scarmouth  was  a  man  who  could 
drink  hjs  eight  or  nine  bottles  of  wine^ 
and  continue  good  t^ompany  to  the  end 
of  them  ;  who  could  talk  smutty,  sing  a 
tolerable  song,  laugh  at  the  wrt  of  Nar- 
cissus, and  pander  for  him  when  required; 
who  had  naore  froth  ip  his  composition 
than  substance^  and  had  no  objection  to 
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lose  a  game  at  hazard  occa8ional1y»  to 
put  his   patron  in  good  humour.     He 
was,  withal,  a   man   who   could  fawn 
and  flatter  to  perfection,  and  who  had  a 
happy  knack  of  dressing  up  even  the 
vices  of  his  lord  in  such  virtuous  habits, 
tt  to  make  them  pass  current  withstran^ 
gers  for  that  which  they  imported  to  be. 
Such  a  man   was  Scarmouth,  reader!: 
and  such  a  one,  be  assured,  was  no  in- 
considerable  acquisition  to  the  social  cir- 
cle of  Narcissus :  there,  indeed,  he  reign- 
ed predominant;    was  the   soul  of  the 
company^  and  the  echo  of  Narcissus  on 
all  occasiot)s,  and  his  health  was  usually 
drunk  with  very  great  ceremony  and  ap- 
plause. 

And  now,  having  satisfied  thee,  rea- 
der, respecting  the  qualifications  of  Scar-^ 
mouth,  it  may  be  well  to  give  thee  some* 
insight  into  his  lineage.     He  was  the 
13 
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991)  ^f  9  v^i^4i^i*gu4sbed  vassal,  who^a 
wife,  2^  FiAmwr^^t^^^^tl^d^i  found  favor 
jft  tke  ^ye>%  of  Narqissfus,  insoo^uch  ttaJt 
bQ  entru^d  bier  with,  all  th^  secrets  re- 
%f»c\^i^g  tk^  HWaor,  aftd  advised  with 
ber  Oil  aU  iJ^KHnentous  :  ox;c4$ioi»s,,  apd 
^ve  her  oai»c^  interest  ^d  >f  ealtb ;  s>n4 
^Kodal  bjQ^tb  goae  so  far  ^%  to  say,  t^t 
-eerlain  fei«ili^riti®8  pasi^  betwe^l^ 
thci»fe^  which  her  husbaud  conniv^4». 
beeaiMe  his  inteie^^tpromptedbioito  close 
his  eyes  to  circun^aeces  which  couW 
i90t  f%il  to  turn  to  ultimate  profit^ 
Nor  wa».  be  deceived  in  bis  conjectures^ 
since  his  wife  took  special  care  to  mak« 
ample  provision  fpr  her  hu^baod  aad 
Scarmouth,  and  all  her  relations  antd 
connections,  and  to  naanage  matters  so 
cleverly,  thsit  pothing  wastdo^ae  resp^ct- 
iog  the  mmm  which  did  not  m^eet  with 
hac  entire  ooncqrrence. 


d  by  Google 


A    MONTH   IH   XOIVM. 


**  Do  you  play  at  ReUge  ti  Noir  ?'^ — 
ti^ed  Btili^(>g,  looking  Hth^  aBX%<>u8ly 
Tit  SttferrhOutli  foi*  hk  reply* 


"  No/'  returned  SearmcHitb,  "  I 
ver  practised  it  much  f"  Bull-dog's 
countenance  w^s  overclouded  in  a  mo- 
ment, for  it  was  a  game  to  which  he  wa* 
unusudly  attached,  and  at  Which  he  had 
whiled  away  itiany  a  long  a»td  dreary 
night  m  hts  native  manor;  and  the  old 
warrior  bad  always  recorded  it  amongst 
his  favorite  maxims,  "  never  refuse  a 
battle  nor  a  game  at  Rouge  et  Noirf* 

"  No/*  reiterated  Scarmoutb,  "not 
eJcactly  at  Rouge  et  Noir :  but  I  play  at 
hazard,  which  will,  do  just  as  well,  per- 
haps ;  for  you  must  know  hazard/* 

BuH-dog,  however,  shook  his  head,  to 
signify   that   he  was   ignorant    of  the 
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game  ;  on  which  Scarmouth^  who  could 
not  bear  die  idea  of  suffering  a  pigeon 
to  pass  by  him  without  plucking  him,  re- 
sumed, ^*  I  think,  after  a  game  or  two,  I 
might,  perhiy)8,  manage  it/' 

The  Countenance  of  the  veteran  bright- 
ened up  as  the  grateful  sound  reached 
his  ears ;  for  he  would  as  soon  have  re- 
linquished the  enjoyment  of  his  pipe  as 
the  prospect  of  his  favourite  game. — 
"  'Tis  very  easy,*'  said  he,  **  you  cannot 
fail  to  learn  it." 

"  ril  play  you  for  fifty  pounds,"  said 
Scarmouth ;  "my  ignorance  against 
your  skill,  my  worthy  <5ld  cock,  though 
sure  to  lose." 

"Done  !•'  said  BuU-dog  ;  «  though  I 
think  it  rather  unfair,  if,  as  you  say,  you 
know  nothing  of  the  game/' 
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SdarmoQtli)^  bowev^,  was  detennined ; 
and  in  a  few  minutes  they  were  seated 
at  a  CMrd  table.  •'  Humph  !"  said  Bull- 
dog, when  the  first  game  was  pretty 
nearly  half  aver,  "  I  thought  you  knew 
nothing  at  all  about  this  game,  my 
friend  r 

*'  I  bad  forgot  it/^  returned  Scarmqutjk, 
**  but  now  I  recollect  I  used  to  play  it 
at  Paris;  never  could  do  much  at  it,> 
however ;  generally  took  care  to  get 
pretty  well  beat,  and  to  come  off  feigbt 
or  alne  hundred,^  or  a  thousand  poundu 
minus/* 

"  'Tis  your  game,^*  said  BuH-dog, 
throwing  down  the  cards ;  *'!  haveei* 
ther  played  d — d  ill,  or  you  very  ex- 
cellently. I  mu3t  try  better  the  next 
time  ;  for  a  heating  is  not  what  I  am  ac- 
customed to*  Done  again  fgr  another 
fifty  V* 
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^ Doner  replied  Scamiotilli;  "a 
^rtt!e  luck  gives  me  more  confidence;  I 
used  generally  though  "to  win  the  first 
l^ame/* 

**  D— m — tion  i"  exclaimed  Bull-dog, 
examining  his  cards,  ^*  you  will  win  the 
second^  also,  if  I  get  no  better  cards 
than  these.  I  am  not  accustomed  to  hold 
isuch.  Surely  you  have  bewitched  away 
my  luck,  for  never  was  such  a  change  l'* 

Scarmouth  won  the  second  game ;  and 
Bull-dog,  enraged  at  his  ill  luck,  doubled 
the  stakes ;  when  fortune,  changing 
sides^  gave  him  the  victory,  and  con- 
tinued, with  very  little  variation,  faith- 
ful to  him  through  the  wholeof  the  even- . 
ing  ;  till  Scarmouth,  finding  himself  mi- 
nus about  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  swore 
a  tremendous  oath,  and  rose  from  the 
table,  declaring  he  would  try  no  more ; 
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^*  I  vill  take  a  hand  vid  you,  Mon* 
dieor^^'  said  a  peiit'tnaiire  of  a  neigh- 
bouring manor,  stepping  across  the 
room  as  soon  as  he  saw  Scarmouth's 
seat  vacant.  ''  I  should  vish  to  say  dat  I 
played  von  game  vid  de  greatest  gene- 
'r?il  in  all  de  vorld.  Permettez-moi, 
Monsieur  V 

*'I  don't  mind  a  game>  friend,"  re- 
turned Bull-dog  ;  and  down  the  com- 
batants sat.     **  What  do  you  play  for?" 

**  Vhat  you  please,  good  sir.  A 
louis-d'or  s'il  votes  plait ;  or,  if  dat  be 
too  much,  a  single  livre,*or  a  dozen 
francs!"         ' 

"  A  dozen  devils !"  exclaimed  Bull- 
dog, looking  at  the  foreign  vassal  stern- 
ly ;  "  ril  play  for  nothing  less  than  fifty 
pounds  to  night  !'* 
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**  Misericordef  Miserieqrde/**  toured  bis 
challenger^  trembling  at  the.  piercing 
look  of  bis  opponent-^"  fifty  pounds  ! 
why,  pon  my  honour,  mighty  General, 
I  have  not  the  means  to  spare  so  much 
money,  for  if  I  lose  my  all,  how  can  I 
get  back  to  my  native  place." 

"  Can  you  play  the  game  at  all  ?'* 
asked  Scarmouth,  who  felt  a  hope  that, 
through  the  stranger,  perhaps,  he  might 
recover  his  loss. 

'  "Begar,  monsieur,  I  vas  accounted 
de  best  player  in  de  Rue  d'Angletierre 
last  season,  and  I  think  I  can  play,  a  good 
game  now/* 

^'Then  done,  Tor  fifty  pounds,  for 
jfeu,  my  boy  !'*  cried  Scarmouth  :   ^*forj 

d n  me,  J*ll  risk  the  stake,  and  if  you 

are  pretty  successful,  you  shall  share  the 
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profits  with  Pile.  What  say  you,  my 
hearty  cock  ;  if  you  are  agreeable,  play 
on,  and  mind  your  hits.*' 

"You  are  a  generous  gentleman,''  cried 
the  stranger — "  I  will  do  my  best  to 
beat  dis  grand  general  !''  So  saying,  at 
it  they  went.  Fortune,  however,-  gave 
Bull-dog  the  game,  after  a  close  sitrug- 
gle,  which  showed  that  his  antagonist 
was  nQ  bungler  at  the  science*^ 

*'  Well  done,  my  lad,''  said  Scarmoutb 
— **  though  fortune  has  been  a  bitch  to 
you  this  time,  you  deserved  better^  and 
ril  back  you  again.'' 

The  next  game  was  the  foreigner's.  A 
third,  fourth,  and   fiAh  were  the  same, 
•*  Allow  me  to  use  my  own  cards  .^"  asked. 
Bulkdog.     It  was   not  customary,   but 
Scarmouth  replied^  that  as  fiull-dog  was 
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a  man  of  honotir,  the  request  shoald  be 
complied  with.  The  cards  were  accord-^ 
ingly  changed  and  examined,  bat  for- 
tune continued  the  same.  At  midnight, 
Ball-dog  found  that  he  had  refunded  all 
his  winnings  and  was  more  than  five 
hundred  pounds  out  of  pocket.  "Til 
play  no  more  to-night/*  said  he  petti3hly 
— "HI  meet  you  here  to-morrow," 

The  challenge  was  accepted,  and 
Scarmouth  promised  to  be  of  the  paf|y. 
As  Bull-dog  returned  home,  however^  he 
began  to  feel  some  doubts  rising  in  his 
mind  as  to  the  fairness  with  which  bis 
opponent  had  played,  and  these  suspi- 
cions increased  prodigiously  when  he 
called  to  mind  several  circumstances 
which  had  escaped  him  at  the  mo- 
ment, but  which  tended  greatly  to 
corroborate  his  opinion  that  be  bad 
been  in  the  hands  of  a  sharper.     But 
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even  this  idea  was  more  tolerable  than 
tile  impression  that  he  was  fairly. beat. 

'*  D^ n  me  !"  said  the  veteran,  laying 

hb  hand  on  the  bilt  of  his  sword — '*  but 
lil  cut  oflF  the  I  rascal's  ears,  if  I  find 
my   suspicions  confirmed  to   morrow  ; 

and  a9  for  Scarmouth '^     At    this 

moment  the  rank  of  Scarmouth  flashed 
across  his  mind.  He  was  the  companion 
of  Narcissus.  It  was  therefore  impos- 
sible- that  Scarmouth  couM  know  any 
thing  at  iall  about  the  stranger's  charac- 
ter, if  he  was  a  sharper,  or  he  could 
never  have  joined  in  a  scheme  to  fleece 
his  patron's  guest. 

True  to  his  appointment^  on  the  fbt 
lowing eveaing,  Bull-dog  repaired^ to  the 
rendezvous,  where  he  found  his  anta- 
gonist ready  to  receive  him,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  afterwards  Scarmouth  arrived^ 
hvLt  declined  depositing  any  more  stakes. 
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— "  No,"  said  he,  *'  my  friend,  you  caA 
afford  to  stake  for  yourself  out  of  last 
night's  Mrinnings*  I  have  no  objection^ 
to  make  a  bet  or  two,  now  and  then,; 
when  I  feel  inclined*'' 

The  combatants  sat  down.  Foi^tune,. 
although  favourable  at  first  to  BulUdog« 
soon  turned  sides,  and  stuck  so  close  ta 
the  side  of  the  stranger,  t  hat  by  midnight 
again  he  had  pocketed  as  many  thou-^ 
sands  as  he  had  hundreds  the  evening 
before.  ^*  Another  game  for  a  hundred^'* 
cried  BuU^dog.. 

*'  Agreed,"  was  the  answer  ;  and  the 
game  was  goings  as  usual,  against  Bull* 
dog^  when  stooping  suddenly,,  as  though 
to  pick  up  hia  handkerchief,  the  veteran 
popped  his  head  under  the  table,,  and 
saw  a  pack  of  cards  lying  ia  the  lap  o£ 
his  opponent.     He  took  no  nptke,^  biife 
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.waited  an  opportunity  of  detecting  the 
cheat,    and  it  soon  occurred  ;    for  no 
sooner  were  Bull-dog's  eyes  open  to  the 
fraud  than   he   obtained    a  remarkable 
addition  to  his  penetration  ;  so  that  not 
a  movement  of  his  adversary's  fingers  es- 
caped  his  notice.     In  a  moment  or  two, 
his  adversary's  right  hand  dropped  into 
his  lap.     Bull-dog  marked  its  instanta*- 
neous  return,  and  challenged  the  player 
with  an    unfair  act.     The   sharper  co* 
loured^  seemed  indignant,   and  repvlsed 
the  charge  vehemently.      The  veteran, 
however,  coolly  drawing  his  sword,  swore 
to  extort  a  confession,  though  it  was 
from,  his  heart's  blood.     Such  a  menace, 
and  from  such  a  character,  could  not 
fail  of  making  an  adequate  impression 
on  the  feelings  of  its  object.     The  trem- 
bling sharper,  turning  infinitely    more 
pale  than  before,    hesitated  and  stam- 
mered with  all  the  signs  of  guilty  ap- 
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prehension ,  while  Sfeaitnotith  himsdf, 
who  had  picked  up  about  ^ight  thou- 
sand pounds  by  bets,  reddened  and  faiii 
would  have  ^ush^  out  of  the  room  to 
conceal  his  confusion,  co«iId  he  have 
done  so  with  any  tolerable  grace  ;  but 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  most  of  the 
company,  and  although  he  might  pro- 
bably be  aware  that  his  honourable  con- 
duct was  pretty  well  impressed  upon 
their  minds,  or,  in  other  words,  without 
adopting  any  irony  of  expreraion,  seeing 
that  his  fellow  gamblers  were  down  upon 
him,  having  their  suspicions  broad 
awake,  be  knew  it  woakl  not  do  for  hrM 
to  take  himself  off  at  such  a  critical  mo- 
ment, if  he  had  any  kind  of  regard  for 
appearances.  In  order,  therefore,  com- 
pletely to  deceive  the  less  wary,  he  re* 
solved  to  join  BuU-dog  against  the  poor 
foreigner;  and  accordingly  proceeded  to 
coUar  the  cheats  find  to  shake  him  most 
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ttwnertifolJ]?^,  ▼o^iferatkig  for  it  sum- 
mary anil  idstantaneotaB  punidhmttnt  oh 
the  guilty  n^cal,  and  recommetiditig 
Aat  be  Bhould  be  pinned  by  the  ears  to 
the  wainscot  of  the  room,  until  |;be  next 
evening. 

The  poor  fellow  sweated  fttwn  head  to 
Ibot,  at  the  idea  of  his  ignbminy  and 
pain,  and  imploted  Scarmoiith  not  to 
think  of  visiting  him  with  such  a  se- 
vere retribution^  but  to  think  of  the 
gain  he  himself  had  made  by  his  exet*. 
tions,  and  to  be  accordingly  mercifal  iii 
his  decision.  This  was  a  bad  string  to 
to\ich  upon  for  the  impolitic  sharper, 
since  it  brought  down  upon  Scatmouth 
ail  those  who  had  lost  money  to  him^ 
and  who  now,  in  no  very  gentle  terms, 
insisted  that  he  should  reftind  his  win- 
nings: the  opinion  ran  so  strongly 
against  him  that  he  found  it  impossible 
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to  resist  it,  and  was  compelled  to  agree 
to  a  measure  which  went  sorely  against 
his  inclination.  He  inwardly  swore, 
however,  to  have  his  revenge  out  of  the 
sharper  ;  for  to  do  justice  to  Scarmouth, 
ready  as  he  might  have  been  to  connect 
himself  with  the  cheat,  had  he  been 
privy  to  his  pr&fesiwn  in  the  outset,  he 
really  was  not  connected  with  him^  al« 
though  a  very  little  observatioa  of  his 
play  had  convinced  him  that  the  stranger 
understood  all  the  tricks  of  the  fraudu- 
lent art  to  perfection,  and  therefore  it 
was  that  he  adventured  hia  money  with 
so  much  confidence^ 

.  Scarmouth,  the  more  the  sharper  in- 
treated;  only  vociferated,  the  more  for 
his  punishment^  dwelling  on  the  infamy 
of  endeavouring  to  pluck  such  a  great 
and  popular  individual^  who  had  donp 
lionour  to  the  manor  by  condescending 
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to  visit  it  at  all,  and  tbanking  God  that 
the  fellow  was  a  vassal  belonging  to 
another  manor.  He  was  got  thus  far, 
when  a  waiter  gave  a  letter  to  Scar- 
mOuth  which  had  been  put  into  his  hands 
by  a  gentleman  who  had  just  left  the 
room.  Soarmouth  opened  the  note  with 
some  agitation  of  manner,  which  was 
not  lessened  when  he  read  the  following 
communication : 

^'  Has  your  honour  got  no  eyes,  d— n 
me  ?  Why  the  pretended  stranger  is  our 
old  chum,  Dick  Dashall,  in  disguise* 
So  look  to  yourself,  your  honour,  for 
d— n  my  peepers,  but  if  you  go  too  far 
about  nailing  his  ears  to  the  wainscot* 
but  he  shall  blow  you  about  the  affair 
with  ,  and  see  what  sort  of  a 

figure  you  will  cut  then  :  and  FU  come 
in  and  charge  you  with  having  been  his 
crony,  and  so  perchance,  if  Dick  gets 
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bi$  «ai%  iwtened  to  the  Wainscot,  youK 
i^n^^ifB  ©am  ihay  likewise  be  in  dang<en 
So  look  to  yt^ufself,  your  honour,  aid  be 
aMtifed  it  id  true ;  fVom  yoor  friendy 

"Tim  Tmcit." 

ScartMatli    Mtikl    ^CMvely    breattbt 

alter  teiKlitig  ehfe  letter.     He  knew  tfeat^ 

Mfiiie^Med  m  he  waa  with  Tite  and  I)i4Qk> 

and  a  number  of  other  TVm^  and  Diek9, 

equally  honourable  men^  he  must  be  very 

caiitiom  bow  he  ventured  to  rouae  their 

anger  agaimt  him.     It  would  »ot  do, 

however^  to  abate  his  tone  in  a  moment, 

lest  the  awspicions  of  the  by-atat>deis 

aboaid  Atis  be  tumdl  aptm  himself;  he 

theiWore  e^tinutd  still  to  ciy  out  fbr 

punishriofent,  but  witht>ut  any  movement 

to  cairy  his  meaturea  into  execution; 

and,  as  no  other  pei^dn  seertied  in  dined 

to  go  beyond  ti  little  free  flourish   of 

tenguage^    Scarmoutb,    on    aeeing  hia 
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friehd  Tim  make  his  re-appearance  in  the 
room,  thought  it  prudent  to  modify  his 
threats,  and  to  content  himself  with  mov- 
ing, that,  after  returning  the  money,  the 
sharper  should  only  be  kicked  out  of 
the  room,  as  a  salutary  example  to  all 
other  scoundrels  who  sought  to  plaj 
upon  the  ignorance  or  inexperience  of 
individuals/*^  » 

BuU-dog,  who,  till  this  moment^  had 
been  a  silent  spectator  and  listener,  now 
thought  it  time  to  interfere.  "  Kicfc 
him  out !  No,  d^n  him,  as  he  is  not  a 
vassal  of  this  manor,  Til  n^t  put  up  with 
such  a  mild  pimishment*  If  no  one  else 
will  jMn  hina  to  the  wainscot,  why  VH 
e'en  take  the  office  of  executioaer  upoa 
myself.** 

# 

Stiying  this,  BuU-'Hog  inslantly  djkm 
his  sword,  and,  assuming  a  moat  ftevca 
air,  was  stepping  up  to  Dick  to  carry  his 
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threat  into  eftect,  when  Scarmouth,  step- 
ping between,  begged  Bull-dog  to  leave 
the  rascal  to  meet  a  punishment  more 
equal  to  his  deserts.  ^'  Let  us  lock  him 
up,"  b^  continued,  "  and  consult  Nar* 
cissus  on  the  mode  and  measure  of  retri- 
bution which  it  may  be  best  to  bestow  on 
him.  By  this  means,  we  shall  make  his 
degradation  more  public,  as  well  as  his 
punishment  more  severe." 

The  Veteran  might  have  attended  to 
this  advice,  but  for  some  strange  sentii- 
o^ents  which  possessed  his  mind  respect- 
ing Scarmouth  himself,  whom  he  could 
not  avoid  suspecting  of  collusion  with 
the  sharper^  He  had  watched  his  mo- 
tion while  reading  the  note  from  Tim 
Trick,  and  he  had  correctly  judged  that 
the  agitation  he  then  witnessed  could 
only  hare  proceeded  from  fear  or  guilt. 
Hit  sudden  alteration  of  t<Hie,  and  the 


.  \ 
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abatement  of  bis  apparent  violence,  had 
all  tended  to  corroborate  these  opinions 
and,  in  cofisequeni^e  of  the  strong  im« 
pressiod  which  now  rested  on  his  mind, 
he  determined  not  to  pay  any  attention 
to  Scarmoutb's  proposal*  which  he  con- 
sidered as  merely  intended  to  gain  time, 
but  to  take  redress  into  his  own  hands^ 
and  inflict  chastisement  on  the  offender 
upon  the  spot. 

**  Stand  clear,  my  good  friend/*^  re- 
turned Bull-dog:  "  I'll  give  the  scoun- 
drel no  chance  of  escaping  my  ve»» 
geance/'  Thus  speaking,  he  pushed  aside^ 
Scarmouth,  while  the  shivering  sharper, 
turning  round,  made  a  spring  across  the 
room,  and  being  seconded  by  Tim,  who 
was  sfanding  near  the  door,  and  who, 
through  apparent 'thoughtlessness,  had 
half  opened  it  to  take  his  own  departure, 
rushed  headlong  out  of  the  room  at  a 
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siogle  leap,  cleared  the  whole  flight  of 
stairs,  and,  in  a  moment,  waa  completely 
out  of  the  reach  of  Bull-dog's  ven- 
geance ;  while  Scarmouth,  freed  from  the. 
tremendous  apprehensions  whicU  had  a3« 
sailed  hjm  with  such  uncommon  vip- 
lenc^,  once  again  began  to  feel  courage 
reviving  m  his  aJmpst  paralyzed  bosom. 
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CHAPTER   XII. 

Unpkaioni  Meeting — Retort  upon  Retort^Scar" 
mouth  in  a  Quandary — Inference  qf  Narcissus 
'  -^Forhearagice    of  BuU^Dog-^Restoration    of 
Scarmoutk. 

^CAKMOUTH     was      iovited    to   meet 
Bull-dog  at  the  table  of  Narcissus  .041 
the  following  day,  and  be  felt  that  such, 
a  rencontre^  so  soon  .after  the  awkward 
occurrence  at  the  gaming-house,    was 
by  Jio  means  pleasant  to  his  feelings. , 
He  had  seen  that  Bulldog  had  marked 
him  with  no  common  curiosity  during . 
the  scene  of  bustle.whiqh  had  succeeded : 
the  detection  of  the  sharper,  and,  being 

VOL.   II.  c 
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left  to  draw  hi&  own* inferences  from  his 
observation,  he  saw  himself  in  imagina* 
tion    identified  with  the  cheats  whose 
awkward  management  had  exposed  him- 
selfto  the  indignation  of  the  company. 
He  was  aware  that  Narcissus  would  sus- 
pect him  of  having  hatched  the  plot  for  the 
purpose  of  cheating   Bull-dog,   and  al- 
tliougb^  under  any  otbercircumstancesjhe 
tipould  have  made  no  objection  to  the  re«- 
vealing  of  all  bis  tricks  to  his  patfao»  who, 
by  the  way,  had  often  himself  participated, 
be  could  not  sit  Msy  tader  the  rnnpiita^ 
tiotis  which  might  be  fastened  upon  him, 
of  sefectingfor  brs  victim  a  man  who  bad 
done  so  much  service  to  the  world,  and 
who  was  followed  and  adoiN]  fay  atl  tba 
other  vassals.  H<e  ji^stly  argued  that  such 
an  insinuation  as  this,  levelled  at  bi«  cba-;: 
racter,  bad  as  it  was,  would  have  the  itn^ 
doubted  effect  of  making  it  appear  still 
blacker  to  all  the  world  than  it  ev^  yet 
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\k9d  <i|>fiesur«4,  siQfit  be  should  forthwitli 
\fe  repreaiented  as  a  man  without  honour, 
without  gratitude,  witb<>ut  any  assoeian 
%\ou  with  those  feeliogs  which  ^^ajt  hn^ 
'  vmi  nature.  He  determiaed,  however^ 
after  some  deUberattou  and  much  dis- 
jeuasiou  with  the  rest  of  the  fraternity  to 
laugh  it  off  as  a  mere  bagaielUf  a  circum* 
Vtance  of  every  day^s  occurrence,  and  as 
a  thing  in  no  way  to  be  considered  as 
criminal,  but  what  could  be  perfectly 
justified  by  the  maitim  of  catch  who  catch 
can/  He  hoped,  by  giving  this  turn  of 
levity  to  the  thing  itself,  to  induce  Nar- 
cissus to  second  his  ex^rJ;ions,  and  to 
turn  the  whole  into  a  subject  fitter  for 
mirth  a^d  merriment  than  for  any  se- 
rious consideration  :  and  by  this  means, 
he  trusted  he  should  escape  withodt  sus- 
taining any  great  injury. 

In  the  mean  time.  Bull-dog  also  was 
c2 
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busily  engaged  in  revolving  id  his  mind 
tbe  circumstances  of  the  attempted  fraud, 
and,  greatly  as  he  felt  desirous^  for  the 
sake  of  Narcissus,  to  acquit  Scarmoutb 
of  any  collusion  or  participation  in  the' 
transaction,,  he  could  not  dismiss  fronir 
his   mind   the  suspicions  which  aro^e^ 
there  against   this  'great  vassal*       He' 
swore  most  vehenaently  that  he  wOuldf 
never  sit  down  to  table  again  with  Scar- 
mouth  ;    but   scarcely  were  the   words 
passed  his  lips,  scarcely  was  the  oath  dry 
which  had  escaped  from  his  tongue,  Jbe- 
fore  he  recollected  the  commands  he  had 
received  to   dine    with   Narcissus,  and 
there  he  was  sure  to  meet  the  hateful  ob- 
ject of  his  mistrust.     In    the  first   pa- 
roxysm of  rage  and  indignation,  the  old 
veteran  resolved  to  pr.oceed  immediately 
to  Narcissus,  and  to  lay  all  the  narrative 
of  the  occurrences  before  him,  and  thus 
to  insure  his  interference  and  his  assist* 
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ance»  to  discover  whether  or  not  Scar- 
mouth  was  indeed  implicated  in  the  vil- 
j^nous  transaction  ;  and,  if  he  were,  tp 
fjrocure  his  exposure  and  punishnoent. — 
Copier  reflection  pointed,  out  the  inti- 
nqa^y  which  prevailed  between  Narcissus 
and  Scarmouth,  and  coupling ,  this  cir-^ 
c.umstance  with  a  number  of  reports 
ivhich  had  gone  abroad  tending  even  to 
impeach  the  honourable  conduct  of  Nar- 
cissus himself  on  occasions  of  this  sort : 
in  particular; .  BulWdog  recalled  to  mind 
what  he  had  heard  respecting  some  horse- 
races which  were  established  in  the  ma- 
nor, and  in  the  sports  of  which  Narcis- 
sus w^s  deeply  engaged  ;  but,  owing  to 
some  singular  discovery  respecting  his 
conduct,  the  vassals,  with  whom  he. 
had  associated  himself. on  this  occasion^ 
marked  the  indignation  they  felt  against 
him,  by  turning  him  ottt  of  their.society. 
When  Bull-dog  began  seriously  to  weigh 
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Sill  theite  citcumMances,  hiu  fhttt  resolu- 
tion «ij)idlj  give  way>  d]&d  he  suspected 
it  pMsible  that  the  origm  of  the  cheat 
which  had  beed  pkiyed  off  upon  him 
might  foe  traced  back  further  than  iScar-^ 
eionth.  At  all  events  it  was  palpably 
evident  tb^t  it  would  not  be  politic  to 
dirry  his  complaints  to  NarCt^us ;  al- 
though reiipect  fof  faiin  character  and  gra- 
titude for  his  services  might  induce  the 
deputy^ord  to  pretend  to  make  a  great 
fuss  and  bustle  about  it,  it  was  not  much 
to  be  expeotlidd  tliat  he  would  do  any 
thing  beyond  this,  nor  punish  his  favour- 
ite companions  merely  for  the  sake  of 
gratifying  a  stranger.  Bull-dog  deter- 
mined, therefore,  to  say  nothing,  but, 
as  he  had  recovered  the  amount  of  his 
losses  ftt>m  the  sharper,  to  account  him- 
self so  far  a  fortunate  fellow,  and  to 
pocket  the  insult,  which  had  made  his 
toss  the  more  heavy,  as  well  as  he  could. 
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Thus  were  the  two  heroM  diapowd 
wbeti  tfeey  met  ^ach  other  at  the  table  of 
Narcissus, ;  so  that  it  may  be  tiid,  lims 
far  the  hero  of  the  gaming-table  prevailed 
over  th^  hero  of  the  field.  Cautious, 
however,  as  Scarmouth  bad  been  not  to 
give  Narcisfiiua  a  hint  of  what  had  pasted, 
a  more  ba^y  tell-tale  had  whispered  the 
whole  trSBsacdon  into  his  ear.  The  d^ 
puty^lMd  was  tickled  exceedingly  with 
the  idea  of  Scarmouth's  dasger;  but  ism 
Tim  and  Dick  weie  old  onmies  of  fai^ 
as  well  as  Sotrmouth'S)  he  rejoiced  that 
things  had  not  gone  farther^  but  that 
tke  dexterity  of  his  brethren  had  ensMed 
the  sharper  to  make  his  escape.  Thet^e 
may  be  some  foolishly  conscientious  lords 
who  would  have  been  shocked  at  thfe 
idea  of  haying  a  stranger,  who  had  come 
to  do  honor  to  their  castles,  fleeced  and 
insulted  in  this  kind  of  way,  and  who> 
instead  of  coaniving  at  the  transaction. 
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would  have  exposed  it,  and  pursued 
with,  the  , seventy  of  punishnieot  those 
.with,  whom  the  infamous  proceeding 
ocigmated.  But  such  a  lord  was  not 
Narcissus*  He  had  been  too  far  io^ 
volved  in  that  sort  of  trickery  himself 
not  to  be  aware  that  it  was  the  result  of 
an  infirmity  in  human  nature,  rather  than 
a  vicious  disposition  ;  and  that,  by  rea* 
son  of  this  infirmity,  the  incentives  to 
cheating  operated  so  very  strongly,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  weakness  of 
moral  resolution  to  withstand  them.  Nar- 
cissus, therefore,  was- most  mercifully 
disposed  to  overlook  the  whole  trans- 
action ;  or,  if  in  a  moment  of  thought- 
less merriment,  he  should  perchance  hit 
upon  the  subject,  he  resolved  not  to 
treat  it  as  though  he  considered  it  enti- 
tled^ to  any  serious  notice.  Thus  accu- 
rately did  Narcissus  and  Scarmouth 
coincide  in  their  opinions;  which  may, 
perhaps,  lead  the  reader  to  suspect  that 
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there.  iQigbt  be  scene  secret  underfatafodr 
ing  between  them  in  mattefrs  of  this 
description  ;  of  this,  however,  be  is 
ftrily  as  well  informed  as  ourselt^es, 
therefore  we :  will  not  attempt  to  iHus-i 
trate:  the  idea  any:  farther^  seeii^  that 
we  arfe.  bound  by  agreement  not  to  write 
any  thing  against  lords  of  manors  and 
such  like  personages.  • 

,  The  eventpccurred:  as  Narcissus  anti- 
cipated. Each .  noble  individual  had 
swallowed,  according  to  some  accounts, 
his.  fifth,  and,  according  to  others,  his 
sixth  bottle,  v^hjen/ Scarmouth^  \encou- 
n^ed  by  a.  wink  from  the  deputy-lord, 
began  to  quiz  Bull-dog  on  his  Josses  of  • 
the  two  preceding  evenings.  "  It  was 
pretty  tightish  work^  my  boy,**  he  con- 
tinued, '^  and  you  were  d ^d  gl€jd   to 

pull  up.    .Thank  God,  however,  as  yoa 
c  5  ■  .  .   . 
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» 

8ii4^  ttiy  heaftf  ctptSM^  die  feibw  wii 
Boiie  0f  our  manor  i' 


iM 


^  But  wotam  of  your  nuiiMMr  night  hiire 
been  ttt  the  bottom  of  the  iiaiidt''  fe# 
turned  fiuU^dt^,  lookiog  rather  mistruat^ 
fiilly  at  Scarx^outh. 

<^  Do  you  think  so?''  wk^  Seartnouth, 
with  an  air  of  apparent  indignation  at 
the  IdM;  which  might  h^epuzzieda 
h^ter  j^hysiog^otnjst  than  Bull-dog  ; 
M  Do  you  think  so  ?  Ey  the  lord,  but  I 
would  give  my  irery  best  |Miir  of  whis- 
kers to  diMover  it !  Nothing  should 
stire  him  ftom  the  fury  of  my  acm«  It 
WM  afi  ibfhmous  trick*'' 

a 

BuIWlog  b^lk  to  waihei^  in  his  m^pU 
«iOns«  He  kiew  that  whiskers  weto 
Meld  to  be  ¥ery  sacred  things  at  the  eas« 
tie  of  Narcissus^  and  he  could  not  coo^ 
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oAm  it  fdimbiB  thai;  Scmrittoiilft  wOuM 
stxirt  with  Mich  an  o^.  He  was  awai^ 
that  Narctaaua  tralued  hit  whiskers  at  the 
price  oftDom  tban^alf  bis  maoor;  that 
tkey  were,  infact^  ^oaeofthe  pnacipal 
goda  he  wMvlupped ;  and  iimt  an  io««it 
olSeifed  to  theiri  fitaisof  moreieomeiiuence 
than  an  injury  do^e  to  their  wearer.— 
Bull-dog  also  valued  his  own  whiskers 
Mot « iittfe ;  ^nd  there^Mie  he  considered 
very  naturally  th«t  Scari»mith  diust  aet 
«htgh  eati4iiati<i«i  uf>06  his,  and  wouht 
lio^  hy  atiy  meams,  offer  to  svvear  updti 
them  to  the  trurti  of  any  thing  whieh 
wa*  not  true.  The  old  veteran,  notwith- 
ttanditig;  ail  his  iliig'hty  exploits  in  battle, 
tipt Withstanding  the  great  sagacity,  skilly 
and  prudence,  he  had  displayed  when* 
ever  he  was  called  upon  to  practise  as  a 
wkoiemie  phlebotomise  thus  proved  him- 
self a  Irery  novice  in  the  mann^r^  and 
custbms  of  i^ttte  of  the  moi^  exalted  vasi^ 
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sals  in  Fever-isle;  who  cared  as  little 
about  preserving  .an  oath   as  they  did 
about  any  other  moral  duty,  having  exw* 
punged.  from  i their  mind^  every  thing* 
which  tended  to  restrict  their  inclina- 
tions, or  to  impose  upon  them  any  ob«' 
ligation  whatever,  except  that  of  their 
own  will  and  pleasure.  « 

^'  It  was  an  infamous  trick,'*  replied  ~ 
Bull-dog,  "  and  d — n  me  if  there  must 
npt  have  been  some  other  person   en-- 
gaged  in  it  1  I  wish  to  God  I  could  get 
some,  corroboration   of  the  suspicions.' 
Hirbieb  have  taken  possession  of  my  mind.. 
I  would  not  then  return  home  without 
revenging  myself,  although  I  have  beea 
once  disappointed/' 

"  Suspicions!**  echoed  Scarmouth» 
colouring  deeply,  .  and  betraying  a  de- 
gree of  agitation  which  could  not  escape 
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the  prying  eye  of  Bull-dog — **  Whom  do 
jou  suspect  y* 

**Whom  do  I  suspect  ?**  returned 
Bull-dog,  looking  shrewdly  at  Scar- 
mouth.  **  Do  you  suspect  no  person  ? 
Did  you  see  no  person  dreadfully  agi- 
tated while  I  waa  threatening  to  pin  the 
poor  devil's  ears  to  the  wainscot  ?  t)id 
you  see  none  endeavouring  to  throw 
feci li ties  in  the  way  of  the  scoundrel's 
escape  i** 

Scarmouth's  emotion  increased  prodi'- 
giously  at  each  interrogatory.  He  stam- 
mered, and  vainly  endeavoured  to  con- 
nect bis  words  for  a  reply,  when  Nar-r 
cissus,  seeing  the  confusion  of  bis  fa- 
vourite, suddenly  called  off  the  atten- 
tion of  Bull-dog,  by  taking  up  the  sub- 
ject himself—**  So,  my  dear  friend/' said 
he—"  Scarmouth  tells  mo  you  were  not 
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in  Ittck  U^t  flight.  Ecod  I  think  yoU 
were  lucky  to  come  off  ^6  well  out  of 
the  hands  of  these  d — d  sharpers. — 
No  doubt  th^re  are  more  than  one !'' 

"  I  have  not  a  doubt  there  were/*  re- 
plied BulMog  :^^'  Nay^  1  am  aure  tiM» 
that  there  are  more  than  two  ^dnceroed 
in  the  rascally  traftisaction.  But,  how* 
inrer^  I  am  determined  to  say  or  to' 
think  no  more  about  it«  I  am  U'iiling 
entirely  to  Banish  the  tircumstanee  from 
my  memory,  with  the  hope  that  it  will 
prodticb  the  good  effect  of  fessening  my 
rage  for  play,  in  aome  measure  ;  and  of 
making  ttie  more  cautious,  when  I  do 
play,  not  to  trn^t  myself  to  a  stranger/' 

^^  But  if  you  know  there  were  aeveral 
concerned,"  returned  Narcisui — **  why 
lk>  }rou  pause  short  of  their  exposure 
•od  pftuiishi^ent  ?  You  1^11  bave  atimy 
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assiatalite  find  influence,  defend  u^on 
it;  for  all  iatutt  offiered  |to  you,  while 
honoUTiiig  me  with  a  visits  is  a  violent 
teitrage  Offered  to  me/' 

BiilLdo^  was  gf^ei^d  agliin  by  thift 
show  of  dignified  protectioa,  *"^  Surely,^ 
aaid  be^  tnteroally,--^''  it  iii  not.  po^ible 
that  thi«  de)Hity4ard  should  be  6o  mueli 
the  disciple  of  duplicity^  as  to  speak 
thus  fkirly  to  tne,  while  his  breast  is  fiiU 
6fevil  medi^tatioAS  towards  me.  Itmu$t 
be  ScarmoUth  alone  who  is  implicated  in 
the  disgraceful  tricky  and  Narcissus  has 
not  disgraced  bimsdf  by  ^  collusion 
with  such  a  miscreant*''  Thus.reasohed 
Bull-dog  within  himself,  and  immedi- 
ately replied,  in  a  softened  tone— **  I 
might  be  mistaken,  my  Iprd^  as  to  the 
authors  and  participators  in  the  scheme^ 
and  theifefore,^  I  will  not  venture  to  im- 
plicate any  one  on  the  slight  evidence 
of  my  own  suspicions  only/' 
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Scarmouth  was  relieved  from^  ao  over-  . 
whelming  load  of  perplexity  and  fear  by 
this  decision  of  Bull-dog,  and  ,  having 
pretty  well  re-conaposed  himsejf,  during 
the  colloquy  between  Narcissus  and  the 
veteraiCi,  ^he  ventured  agdin  to  join  in 
commendation  of  the  resolution  of  his 
rude  opponeat,  and.  as  t^e  received  no 
new  retort,  the  evening  passed  away 
pretty  pleasantly. .  Wine  banished  sus- 
picion from  (be  one,  and  apprehension 
from  the  other  of  the  parties,  and  every 
spark  of  combustion  which  dwelt,  in 
their  bosoms  wa$  quickly  extinguished 
beneath  multiplied  bumpers. 
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CHAPTER   XIII. 

A  Ride  through  the  Parh^Tacitumity'^XJnvDeU 
ame  Guest-^The  Author  showeth  the  Reader 
how  Ladies  of  Rank  sometimes  quarrel-^-Hind  givelh 
a  practical  Essay  on  Letter-writing. 

And  now,  most  gentle  reader,  with 
thy  leave,  we  will  pay  a  visit  to  another 
quarter.  After  the  dismissal  of  poor 
crest-fallen  Orangegraft,  we  left  the 
Lady  Charlotte  stepping  into  her  landau, 
with  a  view  to  re-invigorate  her  spirits 
by  a  ride  round  the  parks.  For  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  she  continued 
thus  iite-d'tiie  with  her  governess,  with- 
out once  opening  her  mouth,^  except  to 
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answer  the  questions  which  way  her 
ladyship  would  choose  to  ride.  Her 
thopghts  were  fully  occupied  with  the 
ill-temper  of  her  father,  the  persecutions 
of  her  mother,  an(]h  the  incivility  and 
assurance  of  Orangegraft.  *'  Have  I 
acted  ill  towards  my  father  ?''  she  asked. 
Her  reason  Answered  in  the  negative* 
She  had  but  alluded  to  the  sufferings  of 
her  mother,  and  if  her  father  took 
offence  at  this  sdbj#6t>  (certainly  &ot  an 
unnatural  one  for  an  affectionate  daugh- 
ter to  introduce,)  she  could  see  no  cause 
to  condemn  herself  fot  having  given  the 
occasion  for  his  anger.  Had  she  fiil- 
filled  her  duty  to  her  mother?  Her 
heart  replied  in  the  affirmative.  She 
had  endeavoured  to  move  her  father's 
feelings  in  her  behalf,  and  that  she  had 
dpne  so  in  vain,  was  not  to  be  attributed 
to  her  as  a  fault.  She  was  determined 
herself  always  to.  fulfil  the  dictates  of 
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htt  own  duty  and  a4foctiott,  to  ward  off 
ftom  her  fiMthtr  ail  the  e^ils  which 
it  might  he  in  her  power  to  avert,  and 
to  endeavouf)  by  «otB  of  continual  atteiii* 
tion  and  kindnesd^  to  diminish  the  me»* 
sui:<e  of  iK>rrow  which  fttte  appeared  to 
huvB  filled  out  for  her.  Had  she  injured 
her  own  fedings  l^  the  diaaaietal  of 
Omngegraft^  No;  ahe  felt  ssaured  that 
the  eontent  of  mind  and  ael&tatiafactioil 
the  ^xperienoed  since  she  had  carried 
this  measure  into  effect,  and  discharged 
her  lover,  was  far  beyond  any  happiness 
st^  enjoyed  in  his  company  ;  and  after 
his  unprecedented  rudeness  towards  her^ 
and  the  palpable  duplicity  of  conduct 
whi^h  he  had  displayed  in  his  b^haviour^ 
she  must  have  had  a  much  more  limited 
portion  of  spirit  than  commonly  falls 
to  the  share  of  human  beings,  if  she 
could  have  felt  pleasure  in  or  even  tole- 
rated his  company  any  longer*    Thu» 
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Lady  Charlotte,  amused  hers^f,  during 
her  ride,  with  this  iaterual  conversation, 
and,  as  the  result  of  it  was  highly  sa- 
tisfactory to  her  mind^  she  felt  heir 
self  astonishingly  composed  and  elevated 
by.  the  retrospect  of  her  own  decisive 
conduct.  It  was  true  she /was  not  yet 
free  from  apprehensioas  with  regard  to 
the  future ;  she  knew  her  father's  obsti- 
nacy, as  well  as  his  violence  of  temper ; 
she  was  aware  that  when  he  had  any 
favourite  design  in  vi^w^  he  would  nev^r 
allow  himself^  by  any  obstacles,,  which 
it  was  in  the  reach  of  possibility  to  sub- 
due, to*  be  diverted  from  the  pursuit  of 
his  object,  and  she  was  not  without  se- 
yious  fejjrs  that  this  marriage  between 
herself  and  Orangegraft  might  be  one 
of  these  desirable  measures,,  in,  hia  opi- 
aion,  which  he  would  not  easily  be  in- 
duced  to  abandon.  Not  that  thisx^onsi^ 
deration  produced  the  lea^t  effect  upon 
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hfer  resolution  ;  ishe  was  determined  that 
in  all  tnatters  which  concerned  her  mo-' 
ther's  happiness  or  her  own,  she  wouldi 
shew  herself  equally  inflexible  to  him. 
She  had  just  come  to  this  conclusion, 
when  the  thread  of  her  reflections  was 
suddenly  snapped  asunder  by  the  voice 
of  her  governess,  who,  with  a  hesitat- 
ing and  respectful  tone  of  voice,  en-' 
quired — "Where  will  your  ladyship  be 
driven  to  next  ?*' 

*'Home  again  !"  returned  Lady  Char- 
lotte, after  a  short  pause,  in  which  she 
recalled  to  mind  the  letters  she  had 
cotnmenced,  and  which  she  now  deter- 
mined to  finish  and  dispatch  without  de- 
lay. The  landau  was  instantly  tiirned 
about,  and  Lady  Charlotte  was  deeply 
involved  in  discussion  of  the  subjects  of 
her  proposed  correspondence.  When  she 
reached  her  own  door  ;  and  received  ia- 


d  by  Google 


46  A  HOVTH   I^   JQWK« 

formaitioa  that  her  gmndoiotb^r  Pug^ 
gUla,  tbe  mother  of  Narcissus,  was  wait-^ 
log  b^r  returo,  and  was  at  that  qKNBeot 
t^Bg  some  refireshment  io  Lady  Cbai- 
lotte'a  room. 

This  nn^xpecled  visitor  was^  hy  n^ 
fld^aiis  aiv  agreeable  guest  to  Lady  Chw* 
lotte,  who  disliked  her  grandmother  fi[>r 
diters  reasons^  the  most  promiiient  of 
which  was  the  active  part  wbi<;h  the 
latter  had  uniformly  taken  in  all  the 
sehimea  wbich  were  intended  and  aimed 
to  degrade  her  mother.  Independent  of 
Ibis  ditgusting  trait  in  ber  chfuracter, 
»l  lei^t  itsoappeiared  to  tbe  Lady  Cbar* 
lotte,  the  Lady  PuggiUa  was  not  suffi* 
eiently  benevolent  in  ber  seatimenta 
i|or  practice :  she  kerned  to  have  none  of 
ti^oee  principles  and  feelings  which  usu^ 
ally  belong  to  persons  of  very  high  con- 
aideratiiai  md  i^rop^^rly ;  but  was  v^y 
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RUieft  in  tbe  habit  of  goiii^  r«imd  ihm 
kitebenaof  the  castle, ^adexaibtning  all 
t^  serapiDgs,  to  pick  up  the  chcete** 
pariDgs  and  the  candle-ends  which  might 
be  in  dai^er  of  being  thrown  away,  and 
these^  and  all  other  tcraps  of  every  de- 
acrij^oft  abe  haarded  up,  and  when 
tiMy  anlpinited  to  iainy  thing  of  conse« 
^ence,  she  would  aeod  <me  of  ber 
HMnda,  (for  abe  could  trust  a  maid  rather 
than  a  footman,)  to  dispose  of  the  oti# 
«t  some  ehaodler'a  shop  in  the  tteigb^ 
beurbood,  and  when»  by  '  these  nsetM^ 
abe  had  collected  s^ftcient  money,  she 
Haually  laid  it  out  in  gewgaws  t^  otmk 
ment  her  dtess  for  public  ecQMio«s» 
Ooce  some  arch  rogue  or  other^  seenig 
her  strong  tn*editecttoii  for  fitsery,  B»d 
being  aware  that  she  had  a  prodigioM 
^antity  of  gowns,  &e«Iaid  by,  althou^ 
at  the  saaie  ti«e,  abe  deckired  she  ba«^ 
Aot  one  to  ber  baek«  b»e&e  opeii  ft  ^o^ 
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fer  or  two  in  which  her  ladyship  depo* 
sited  her  valuables^  and  stole  therefrom 
a  countless  number  of  dresses,  which 
almost  broke  the  poor  old  lady's  heart,, 
as,  independent  of  the  loss  itself,  she 
was  compelled  to  make  known  the  quan- 
tity of  articles  stolen,  thus  exposing  to 
all  the  manor  the  falsehoods  she  had 
been  {>almingupon  the  vassals. .  At  ano-; 
ther  time,  and  that  more  recently,  some 
wags  had  written  a  letter  to  the  direc- 
tors of  a  charitable  institution  of  the 
manor  in  the  name  of  Puggilla,  desiring 
to  subscribe  for  a  large  sum  of  money,, 
and  directing  them  to  apply  to  a  bank- 
er's for  the  amount  On  application, 
however,  it  all  turned  out  to  be  a  mere 
hoaxy  though  unlike  the  geniality  of 
hoaxes^  it  turned  out  to  good  advantage,, 
since  it  induced  Puggilla,  in  order  to 
save  her  own  credit,  in  some  d^ree,  to 
do  something  benevolent  for  the  chari- 
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ty,  which  was  a  thidgso  eotieely  new  iw 
the  chronicle  of  her  actions,  that  k  put 
the  whole  of  the  manor  id  a  stew  of  asto- 
nishment, such  as  it  had  seldom  experi- 
enced before.  But  Puggillahadj'endered 
heiBelf  still  more  obnoxious   to    hwi^  , 
Charlotte,  by ;going  secretly  to  her  desk» 
and  ransacking  all  her  papers  and  letters 
to  find  out  all  she  could  r^espeieting  hf^ 
private  concerns  ;  especially,  on  offie  oc^ 
casion,  she  had  laid  hold  of  a  letter  or 
Xvfo  of  Gerraania's,  and  was  busily  em- 
ployed in  conning  them  over,  when  Lady 
Charlotte  chanced  to  come  into  the  apart- 
inent^,  and  to  detect  the  o)d  lady  in  the 
ivery  .apt  of  worming  out   her  secrets. 
The  consequence  was  a  dreadful  falling 
Qut  between  them,  in   which    Puggilla 
^asserted,  that,  as  her  grandmother,  she 
had  a  right  to  see  her  letters,  and  that  see 
them  she  would,   she  was  determined. 
To  which  Lady  Charlotte  made  answer, 
thatrshe  wa^swelci^me  to  read  all  her  let- 
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ters,  except  those  from  her  mother,  anii 
that  these  should  not  be  read  bj  her,  nor 
by  any  other  person.  High  words  en- 
sued, and,  Puggilla  still  taking  up  ano- 
ther letter.  Lady  Charlotte,  with  a  be- 
coming spirit,  snatched  it  out  of  her 
hand,  and  put  the  whole  away  out  of  her 
reach.  In  consequence  of  this  conduct. 
Lady  Charlotte  and  Puggilla  had  never 
since  been  upon  neighbourly  nor  friendly 
t^rms,  and  Lady  Charlotte,  therefore,  as 
soon  as  she  heard  who  was  her  visitor 
now,  felt  very  well  assured  that  she  came 
on  some  very  particular  and  unpleasant 
errand.  She  would  therefore  gladly  have 
declined  the  interview  altogiether,  had 
she  been  so  situated  as  to  have  been  able 
to  Sict  entirely  upoa  the  suggestions  of 
her  own  inclination.  But  this  she  was 
not  free  to  do,  and  therefore  was  fain  to 
submit. 

After    adjusting    her   dress    a  little, 
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Lady  Charlotte  entered  the  room  where 
Puggilla  was  employed,  not  in  eating 
and;  drinking,  but  with  spectacles  on 
nose,  and.  face  thrust  close  down  upon 
the  .writing-stand,  perusing  the  letter 
which  Lady  Charlotte  had  commenced 
to  her  father^  &c«  Lady  Charlotte  startjBd 
back  on  perceiving  how  her  grandnio- 
ther  was  employed^  and  Would  willingly 
have  left ,  the  room, .  and  returned  no 
more,  but  thenpiseshe  made  in  opening 
the  door  had  disturbed  the  old  lady,  who 
showed  some  symptoms  of  discomposure 
and  perturbation,  which  were  not  dimi- 
nished by  the  greeting  of  Lady  Char- 
lotte^ who  satirically  exclaimed—"  Your 
pardon,  madam,  I  have  entered  at  an  in* 
convenient  moment.  I  ought  to  have 
been  more  cautious  at  my  entrance, 
specially  as  this  is  not  the  first  time  I 
have  b^n  the  cause  of  confusion  to 
your  ladyship/' 

D    2 
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itavoDriAg  to  recover  herself,  tat  wirh* 
6ut  fefifect.  Lady  Charlotte  had  coti- 
dad^d  for  «om^  tnincite^,  and  fi^till  alt 
was  silent,  t'fo^  did  lady  i^pear^  so 
totally  abashed,  that  Lady  Charlotte  hep* 
self  could  not  avoid  feellhg  sometfaiog 
Hke  pity  for  hei*  situation,  and  therefore, 
without  doing  any  thing  M'hich  could 
possibly  add  to  her  ladyship's  confusion, 
she  intreated  her  grandinothefr  to  be 
Ideated,  and  very  respectftiUy  ^sked  to 
tvbatshe  must  consider  herftrff  hidtebted 
for  this  visit  ? 

It  is  the  disposition  of  some  piersons 
to  tremble  and  shrink  within  themselves 
at  the  soutid  of  a  rebuff,  ai^d  these  very 
individuals  are  usually  the  most  haughty 
when  they  are  accosted  and  treated  with 
moderation  and  temper.  Such  was  the 
character  of  Puggilla,  who  confounded 
as   she  was  by  tjte  ^tirical  manner  in 
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vfhieUhzdy  Charlotte  had  at  first  ac« 
co&te#her,  no  sooner  perceived  the  lat- 
ter relax,  Iban  her  owa  baughtmess  rose 
fa  the  san(^e  ratio^. 

"  Grand-daughter  !*'  said  she,  sudden- 
ly assuming  a  strange  peremptoriness  of 
manner  and  tone— "you    are  as  flip- 
pant as  ever»  and  permit  me  to  tell  you, 
that  sauciness  very  ill  becomes  you,  es- 
pecially to  ftie,  to  whom  you  owe  every 
reverence  and  respect.     I  afn  come,  Miss, 
to  learn  what  it  is  you  have  taken  into 
your  head  about  poor  Orangegraft,  that, 
after   giving   him  so   mueh    encourage- 
ment, and  raising  his  hopes,  you   have 
discharged  him   at  a  moment^s  notice, 
and  driven  him   almost  broken-hearted 
out  of  the  house.     I  don't  approve  of 
those  fancies  in  young  giddy  girls,   not 
I,  and  I  havedesired  your  father  to  let 
me   interfeFe>   for,  in   my  opinion,  the 
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sooner  you  are  sent  out  of  this  country, 
and  away  from  those  that  biaa  and  cor- 
rupt your  principles,  the  better.  So 
now,  Miss,  be  candid  and  respectful  to 
your  grandmother.'* 

Lady  Charlotte's  respect  was  all  over- 
turned in  a  moment  by  this  arrogant  ad- 
dress. Allher  fiery  feelings  were  kindled, 
and  it  was  not  for  two  or  three  minutes 
that  she  would  venture  to  reply  at  all. 
When  she  had  sufficiently  digested  her 
answer,  however,  she  returned — "Ma- 
dam, your  ladyship  does  wrong  to  de^ 
mand  what  I  could  never  consent  to 
grant  to  othet  than  a  request.  But, 
madam,  since  you  have  desired  me  to  be 
candid,  candid  I  will  be.  I  have  ex- 
plained myself  to  Orangegraft,  and  I  am 
about  to  address  a  letter  to  my  father  on 
the  subject,  as  your  ladyship  has  seen  ; 
and  to  my  mother,  niadam,  I  long  since 
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confided  my  intentions ;  and  none  else 
do  I  consider  as  having  a  right  to  ques- 
tion me  concerning  the  matter,  and  to 
none  oth^r  will  I  return  apy  satisfactory 
answer/' 

"  What  !^*  cried  Puggilla,  "  refuse  to 
satisfy  me  ?  Know,  pert  Miss,  that  I  am 
come  from  your,  father,  and  that,  if  you 
don't  alter  your  manners  and  your  senti- 
ments too,  I  have  advised  him  to  mea- 
sures which  he  has  promised  to  adopt  as 
soon  as  his  visitors  shall  have  left 
him  ;  and  then,  Miss,  Til  warrant  you, 
that  your  high  spirit  will  be  fetched 
down  ailittle.  I  don't  know  wjiat  you 
expect  to  come  to,  not  I.  Here,  I  un- 
derstand, every  day  you  are  squander- 
ing away  your  money  in  useless. extra- 
vagance, and  that  not  a  beggar  comes 
to  }  our  door,  but  you  must  give  him 
money,  forsooth  !  Not  a  tradesman  tells 
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you  a  tale  of  distlp«8&,  but  yoy  mesl  out 
with  jrour  handkerchief  ai*d  empty  your 
purse  in  a  mometit !  Did  you  ever  hear  of 
my  doing  such  ridiculous  fhings,  Miss  ? 
Did  you  ever  hear  of  my  launching  out 
into  such  prodigality  ?  No,  I  believe  not, 
indeed  ;   if  I   had  been   guilty  of  such 
tricksj^  let  me  tell  you,  I   should   never 
have  been  thought  of  as  I  am  now,  gtrl. 
Are  there  not   parisbSs  and  wodchouste 
for  poor    wretches  ?  If  you   have  any 
guineas  to  spare  it  would  better  heeofJM 
you  to  give  them  to  me,  to  assist  roe  in 
getting  through  the  enormous  expences 
I    have  got   to  meet  in  Consequence  of 
the  long  illness  of  your  grandfather.    I 
cannot,  for  my  life,  imagine  how  I  have 
managed  to  get  through  as  iar  as  I  have, 
and   with  so  many  expensive  children  as 
I  have   to  bring  up,    and  toanage  too  ! 
Aye,  aye,  girl ;   Til  have  you  locked  up, 
you  may  depend  upou  it/' 
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'VLodced  upt  madam  !  Looked  up  ! 
I^ocked  up  !  did  you  say*  matdam  ?"  re- 
iterated the  astonished  and  confUa^ 
Lady  Charlotte. 

''  Y^,  Miss  Chirrup  !  Locked  up/* 
replied  PuggiJla  :  '*.yx>ur  father  has  pro* 
mised  me,  if  you  continue  obdurate  and 
uodutifu),  as  soon  as  his  visitors  are 
gone,  to  shut  up  the  bouae  he  has  given 
you,  tpditcbarge  ajl  your  servants),  and 
to  make  you  live  uudi^r  his  eye^  and  to 
recdve  no  visitors  nor  letters  biit  what 
he  approvea  ;  and  farther  to  let  no  per* 
sons  be  about  you  except  such  m  are 
^ntitely  devoted  to  hia  interefrts^  which 
ought  to  be  yours,  miss.  So  let  m^  re^ 
commend  a  very  diflferent  modeof  beha^ 
viour  to  you*  by  sidoptkig  which  valtm^ 
tayiiiy,  you  will  prevent  us  from  the  ne<- 
eessity  of  compelling  you  to  act  accord- 
ing to  the    principles  of   d»ty^    Yes* 
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miss,  you  may  stamp,  aisd  stare,  and  bec« 
tor  away  ;  but,  after  managing  so  many 
children  of  my  own,  I  am  not  now  going 
to  be  crossed  and  thwarted  in  my  resolu- 
tion to  manage  you.  No,  no  !  if  you 
were  ten  times  ihdre  haughty  than  you 
are,  I  would  soon  fetch  you  down/' 

As  she  said  this,  Puggilla  iouneed  out 
of  the  room  in  a  strange  state  of  agita- 
tion, leaving  Lady  Charlotte  not  a  whit 
better ;  but  who  Ending  all  attempts  to 
subdue  th^  violence  of  her  feelings  alMO- 
lutely  uselessi,  threw  herself  down  upon 
the  sofa,  and  wept  bitteriy  for  upwards 
of  half  an  hour  ;  by  which  time  the  heat 
of  her  passion  was  pretty  well  quenched 
and  cooled.  "  fiut  I  will  write  my.let- 
ter  to-day,  in  spite  ^f  that  good-for  no- 
thing, ugly  old  woman,  that  I  wril  V* 
cried  Lady  Charlotte,  wben  she  began 
to  grow  a  little  composed  ;  and,  so  say** 
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isg,;sb«e  jumped  off  the  sofa,  and  once 
i^ore  sat  down  to  the  writing-stand, 
where,  after  some  time^  she  produced 
the  foUpwing  letters : 

"  Dear  Fatheit, 
"  When  Orangegraft  informed  me,  that 
inconsequence  of  his  long  residence  in 
t^is  manor,  he  considered  it  more  his  own 
Country  than  that  of  which  his.fatheris 
the  loi^d^  and  therefore  that  he  should  pre- 
fer a  residence  here, with  me  to  a  hou^e 
on  hi/sowp; paternal  estate^  I  did  not  ex* 
pfct  any  chaise  of  sentiment,  and  there^ 
fore  I  encouraged  his  addresses,  because 
I  did  not  consider  any  breach  of  the  in- 
t^coiirse  existing  betwixt  my  mother 
aQ4  myaelf  could  be  the  necessary  con- 
sequence of  .an  upion  with  him.  But 
afterwards,  when,  I  repeated  the  ques- 
tions, for  the  sake  of  obviating  any 
possible  misunderstanding,  and  leceived 
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only  eqp»i vocal  repliea^-^^ben  I  was  i^ 
fts^ed  a  promise  of*  re^enee  bere  in 
writing,  and  oliierwise  seeui^  ; — and 
when,  to  crown  all,  1  was  told  by 
Orangegraft  that  I  might  *  sometimes 
(that  is,  whe^  he  feit  disposed)  see  my 
mother,  but  that  my  mother  should,  on 
no  account,  visit  at  my  house^  I  cannot 
feint  think  some  wish  of  your's  has  in* 
fluenced  his  detefmination.  He  cannot 
ifiiiciunderstand  my  wishes^  and  if  be  con-^ 
•idters  them  as^ronc^.totbe  wishes  oFany 
other  earthly  being,  I  am  resolved  never 
to  conscfUt  to  any  nearer  cfonneetion  with 
a  man,  whose  affection  towards  me  must 
lather  be  very  weak,  or  whose  reso)u* 
tkni  and  sentiments  very  wavering  and 
undecided.  To  prove  that  my  opinions 
are  more  firm,  I  beg  of  yoti  to  consider 
this  determination,  as  only  to  be  altered 
by  the  complete  rfev*>€ation  of  all  the  ea* 
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eius^  It. 

YottT  duti&l  daughter. 

To  Blenkinson  she  wrote  precisely  to 
the  same  efiect;.  asd  to  OraDg^graft^ 
tffter  sereral  attempts  to  please  her»e\f^ 
she  penned  the  foliowingr 

••  If  yo»  had  been  true  to  yoor  enpige-^ 
ments  and  faithful  to  your  promises,  two 
qualiffcations  which  are  inseparable  fron 
the  character  of  a  man  of  honour,  yon 
bad  spared  me  the  pain  ef  writing  and 
yoorself  the  mortification  of  receiving 
this  inciosore.  I  think  it  due  to  you,  as 
well  as  to  myself  to  commit  to  paper 
the  real  cause  of  the  dispute  which  ha^ 
closed  our  acquaintance  for  erer^  that^  i€ 
the  wotld  is  to  be  troubled  with  a  detail 
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of  our  actions,  it  may  have  before  it  the 
materials  on  which  to  form  a  correct 
judgment.  You  engaged  to  live  in 
Fever-isle,  which,  you  said,  you  pre- 
ferred to  your  father^s  manor ;  and  this 
you  expressed, .  because  you  .knew  my 
aversion  to '  quitting  my  native  place, 
apd.  the  estate  of  my  future  inheritance. 
You  knew  my  affection  for^  my. mother, 
and  promised  that  it  should  never  be 
violated.  You  have  since  departed  from 
these  promises :  1  ask  not  at  whose,  insti- 
gation ;  my  limited  penetration,  is  suffix- 
ciently  extensive  to  enable  m^  to  form 
what  I  fear  will  prove  too  sure  a  decision. 
Suffice  it  for  me  to  say,  that  my  heart 
approves  my  judgment,  when  it  pro- 
nounces against  you  a  sentence  of  ba- 
nishment from  my  presence,  >  I .  wish 
you  not  to  recant ;  you  have  opened  my 
eyes  to  the  imbecility  of  your  chai^acter ; 
aiid,  with  whatever  £cailties  it  m^y  please 
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H^ven  to  ^ndue  my  future  husband, 
I  pray  that  weakness  of  mind  may  not 
be  amongftt  the  number.  Before  I  closer 
J  shall  merely  add,  that  I  had  no  other 
fault  to  find  with  you.  If  1  saw.  nothing 
Jo  admire,  previous .  to  the  discovery  of 
your  duplicity,  I  saw  nothing  ta despise  ; 
now  I  reverse  my  opinions  altogether.— 
I  see  every  thing  to  despise ;  and  that 
you  have  rendered  yourself  disagreeable 
in  my  opinion  is  not  my  fault.  The 
cause  was  in  yourself,  on  yourself  will 
be  the  consequences;  for,  be  assured, 
I  feel  no  regret  at  stating,  that  I  never 
shall  be  your's. 


Having  satisfied  herself  with  the  con- 
tents of  these  letters.  Lady  Charlotte 
charged  Ker  steward  with  the  delivery 
of  them,  and  then  felt  her  mind  relieved 
of  a  burden  which  had  for  some  days 
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dppresaed  it  with  a  weight  wbieb  shd 
was  uoable  to  etjdiue.  She  bad  ttow  disi 
charged  the  duties  she  owed  to  aH  pari 
ties,  and  felt  herself  composed  be>Qii() 
measure,  and  so  light  of  heart,  that  )[)ot 
a  single  care  seemed  to  have  mad^  her  itf; 
habitation. 
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CHAPTEE  XIV. 

NareiiiUf  pkmneth  u  water  ar^rWon— Ti< 
Author  siayeth  on  ikore  to  examine  the  opt- 
nions  of  the  tenantrf'^Preparations  for  a 
Orand  Feeiival^PkUie  eentiment  respecting 
the  state  of  the  numor  and  lito  usage  of 
Geruuma* 

Foa  the  amusement  of  bis  guests 
Narcissus  bad  planned  an  excursion  by 
water  to  a  part  of  bis  manor  where  the 
art  of  building  vessels  was  carried  on  to 
a  great  extent,  and  this  he  determined 
should  be  a  procession  of  great  ^plen* 
dour^  both  with  a  view  to  swell  the  en- 
joyment  of  the  visitors  themselves,  and 
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to  create  a  little  wonder  and  curiosity, 
among  the  vassals.  For  this  purpose,  he 
caused  all  the  noost  beautiful  of  his  ves- 
sels to  be  fitted  up  in  a  style  of  unequal- 
led splendour,  in  order  to  convey  the  no- 
ble group  down  the  river,  which  flowed 
near  to  his  castle,  in  a  manner  suitable  to 
his  rank  and  dignity.  But  this  excur* 
sion  was  also  planned  from  another  mo- 
tive, and  with  another  view,  and  these  no 
other  than  to  give  the  opportunity  to 
Karcissus  of  forwarding  his  suite  to  Lady 
Longbonnet, :  by  displaying  some  of  his 
elegance  before  her.  With  regard  to 
any  particular  feats  of  activity,  his  abi- 
lity would  not  be  able  to  second  his  in- 
clination ;  since  of  late  years,  either 
from  excessive  eating,  excessive  drink- 
ing, or  some  other  excessive  indulgence, 
he  had  become  so  disgustingly  fat  that  he 
was  scarcely  able  to  ascend  or  to  descend 
from  his  carriage ;  consequently  he  was 
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very  ill  calculated  to  gambol  before  his 
ckere  amie^  or  to  show  any  other  kind  of 
manual  dexterity*  It  hath  been  repeat^ 
edly  said,  that  he  who  is  deprived  of  the 
exercise  of  any  faculty,  generally  pos- 
sesses the  others  in  a  more  perfect  degree 
than  those  who  are  blessed  with  the  use 
of  the  common  allotment  of  senses ;  and 
perhaps  the  same  argument  m^y  apply  to 
other  cases  and  to  other  matters ;  for  in- 
stance, as  Narcissus  could  not  occupy 
himself  in  very  laborious  feats^  and  was 
excluded  by  his  size  from  the  opportu- 
nity of  showing  any  elegance  of  exer- 
cise, be  had  had  time  to  study  the  best 
mode  of  making  a  bow,  inwhi<;h  he  sur- 
passed the  best  dancing-masters  in  his 
manor.  He  was  also  prettily  gifted 
with  language,  and  could  turn  a  compli- 
ment most  happily,  as  we  have  before 
stated  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  specu- 
lated upon  turning  these  few;  advantages 
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wbkh  belonged  ta  him  to  as  goo4  « 
piitpode  as  possible*  And  to  this  kind 
of  emp}oy«^ent  wp  w>U  for  tbe  present 
leave  Narcissus*  endeavouring  to  carry 
ioto  e^ed;  his  mischi^vQi^  sehemes 
•gainst  the  heart  o£  his  fair  visitor^  whil^ 
we  take  a  view  of  the  opinions  atjd  be- 
haviour of  the  tenants  or  vassals  of  the 
manor; 

The  comii^  of  diese  noble  visitors 
hki  created  a  great  ferment  amongst 
the  Ferer-islaiiders^  who  were  perhaps 
» people  as  fond  of  novel  and  curious 
iigbts  as  any  set  of  vassak  you  could 
fifnd  oyer  the  whole  world  ;  and  a  great 
number  of  them  having  frequently  a»- 
sembled  to  see  the  strangers^  without 
success,  out  of  mere  s^ite  and  revenge 
for  tbehr  disappoint  men  t,  they  ifidulged 
themselves  in  the  most  acrinKMiious  re^ 
marks  upon  the  lords  themitelves^  as  well 
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themselves.  In  the  tiigber  cl»^ea^ 
antoitgst  the  pfincipal  tenants,  there 
was  scarcely  ever  more  than  a  single 
opinion  trpon  these  ^ubject^,  fcnt  it  was 
in  the  houses  of  refreshment,  wi>erethe 
lower  order  of  the  tenantry  met  together 
daily  after  business  was  ended,  to  dis- 
cuss the  merits  df  tobacco  and  port€*r, 
that  frequently  they  entered  upon  topio« 
of  a  political  tendency,  w^hich  they 
sortietimes  handled  with  a  great  deal  of 
ingenuity  and  argument,  tnsomuch  that 
it  has  been  remarked  that  there  was 
more  sound  sense  to  be  found  Amongst 
the  tenants  of  the  Fever-isle,  than  is 
generally  even  in  the  castles  of  all 
the  lordis  of  manors  in  the  world,  where 
it  is  natural  to  infer,  ^hat  the  great 
body  of  the  intellect  of  the  diffferent 
manors  is  assembled  together.  These 
groupes  of  tenantry,  too,  w6re  pertiaps 
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the  moat  independent  men  in  existence, 
for,  upon  ^veiy  question  which  con- 
cerned Narcissus,  or  his  wife,  or  the 
interests  of  the  manor  separately, .  they 
made  no  kind  of  scruple  of  censuring 
as  freely  what  they  thought  deserving 
of  censure,  as  of  praising  whatever  ap- 
peared to  them  worthy  of  that  distinc- 
tion. Now  the  vigilance  of  these  vas- 
sals had  been  recently  excited  in  a 
particular  degree,  by  the  great  and  su- 
perb additions  which  were  making  at  a 
vast  expense  to  the  castle  of  Narcissus, 
as  it  was  pretended,*  with  a  view  to  the 
better  entertainment  of  the  strange  lords 
who  were  come  to  see  the  manpr;  al- 
though it  was  evident  to  all  the  tenantry, 
that  works  on  such  an  extensive  scale 
could  not  l|^  completed  during  the  pe- 
riod of  the  visitors*  stay  in  the  manor. 

And    first  of  all   there    wa^  a  most 


d  by  Google 


▲    MONTH    IN   TOWN.  71 

splendid  temple  erected  in    the  garden 
of  the  castle,    whose  height   was  enor- 
mous,   and   on  the  top  of  which  was 
placed  a  superb   dome,    but  what   the 
purpose  of  this    lofty  building   was   it 
was  impossible  for  any  but  the  deputy 
lord  and  a  few  of  the  principal  vassals 
to  discover ;  although  some  have  asserted 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  Narcissus  tp 
fix  a  round-about  on  the  top  of  the  dome, 
in  which  such  of  the  tenants  who  cho^e 
to  squander  their  money,  and  endanger 
their  necks,  were   to   be    allowed  '  the 
amusement  of  being  whirled  for  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  round  an  elevated  apex, 
until  they  became  too  giddy  to  sit  any 
longer. 

In  the  parks,  ground  was  marked  out 
for  another  round-about  upon  a  safer 
scale,  being  only  to  be  elevated  about 
six  feet  from  the  ground,  and  which  was 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


7»  A   M0]fTi|    I^   TOWKa 

to  oaTTy  only  tb^  higher  order  of  the* 
tenantry,  because  their  lives  and  hdnds 
were  considered  of  more  value  than  those 
9i  the  commonalty,  and  this  machine, 
k  was  calculated,  would  Itccommoddte 
about  four  hundred  individuiils ;  it  was 
only  intended  to  be  set  in  motion  onoe, 
as  soon  as  filled,  and  to  continue  for 
about  an  bour^  until  all  the  tenantry 
should  have  been  allowed  time  to  i^urvey 
the  countenances  of  their  betters.  This 
machine  was  to  be  set  in  motion  by  a 
steam-engine  worked  for  the  -sole  pur- 
pose. 

There  was  also  a  place  for  another 
more  extensive  one  for  the  lower  classes, 
capable  of  containing  ten  thousand  per- 
sons, which  was  to  be  set  in  motion  as 
often  as  it  was  filled,  and  to  go  round 
for  the  space  of  five  minutes,  as  nobody 
would  have  any  desire  to  look  at  them^ 
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and  it  being  merely  inteiwled  to  draw  the 
crowd  frpm  the  others. 

Ground  was  siUotted  for  an  immense 
hummiog-top,   the  crest  of  which  was 
to  rise  to  a  level  with  >  the  dome  of  tb& 
temple,   in  order  that  the  tenants  who 
were  by  virtue  of  their  liberal  pay^ojeots 
to    fill   the  lofty  round-about,  and  the 
noble  spectators  who   were  expected  to 
occupy  the  higher  stories  of  the  temple,^ 
might  have  a  good  opportunity  of  sur« 
yeying  the  siimmit,  on  which  was  to  be. 
painted  a  very  curious  device,  isignifying 
that  the .  humming-^top    was    merely   a 
type  to  shew  how    the   Fever-islandeis 
consented  to  be  hummed,  whenever  the 
rich  and  more  powerful  portion  of  the 
tenants  chose  to  enter  into  a  conspiracy 
against  their  common  sense  and  penetra- 
tion.    And  this  device^  it  was  believed, 
it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  paint 
VOL,  I  J.  t 
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on  tke  lower  part  of  the  top,  lest  the 
vassals  below  should  take  offence  at  it. 

'  Iti  a  large  bason  of  water  which  occu- 
pied the  centre  of  the  park  were  to  be 
pfoced  a  number  of  ships  which  were  to 
practise  a  mock  sea-fight,  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  vassals,  and  thisjmock  fight 
wtiS  called  Naumachia,  from  the  Latin  ; 
and  as  this  sort  of  fights  was  in  vogue  with 
the  Romans^  we  subjoin  a  sketch  of  them 
from  Dr.  Smollett's  Travels,  which  may 
serve  to  instruct  the  reader  as  to  their 
nature  Bstd  origin : — ^  The  Roman  Em- 
perors seemed  inote  disposed  to  elevate 
and  sorprise,  than  t^  conduct  ibeir  pub- 
lic diversions  according  to  tbe  rules  of 
reason  and  propriety.  One  would  ioaih 
gine  that  it  was  with  this  view  tbej  in« 
stttnted  the  Naumachia,  or  oaval  en- 
gagements, performed  by  half-a-dozen 
BtozW  galleys  of  a  side,  in  aa  artificial 
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bason  of  fresh  water.     These  galliesi  I 
suppose,  were  not  so  large  as  common ; 
fishing  smacks,  for  they,  were  moved  by , 
two,  three,  or  four  oars  of  aside^  accord* 
ing  to  their  different  rates/'*****  Af* 
terwards^  in  speaking  of  the  Naumachia 
of  the    Emperor   Domitian,    described 
by  Suetonius,  as  being  performed  in  a 
lake   made  for    the    purpose  near    the 
Tiber,  Dr.  Smollett  adds— "  This  arti- 
ficial lake  was  no  longer  than  th€  piece 
of  water  in  Hyde  Park,  and  yet  the  his-*, 
torian  says^  it  was  about  large  enough, 
fpr  real  and  entire  fleets.     How  would  it 
sound  in  the  ears  of  a  British  sailor^  aa 
advertisement,  that  a  mock  engagement 
between  two  squadrons  of  men  of  war 
would  be  e.xhibited>  on  such  a  day,  in 
the  Serpentine  river?  or  that  the  ships  of 
the  line  taken  from  the  enemy  would  b^ 
carried  in  proceasjon  from  Hyde  Par|i 
corner   to  Tower  wharf?    Certain  it  i»| 
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tBat  Lucullus,  in  one  of  his  triumphs,  had 
a  hundred  and  ten  ships  of  war  {navcts 
longas)  carried  through  the  streets  of 
Rome.  Nothing  can  give  a  more  con- 
temptible idea  of  their  naval  power  than  . 
this  testimony  of  their  historians,  who 
declare  that  theic  seamen  or  mariners 
were  formed  by.  exercising  small  row« 
boats  in  an  inclosed  pool  of  fresh  water. 
Had  they  not  the  sea  within  a  few  miles 
of  them  ;  and  the  river  Tiber  r^inning 
through  their  capital  I  Even  this  would 
have  been  much  more  proper  for  exer- 
cising their  watermen,  than  a  pond  of 
still  water,  not  much  larger  than  a  cold 
bath/' 

If  the  reader  can  find  out  any  ana- 
logy between  this  description  and  the 
8ea-fights  of  Fever- island,  he  is  welcome 
to  all  the  credit  he  will  acquire  for  his 
penetration ;  and  we  will  leave  him  to 
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the  quiet  enjoyment  of  his  reward,  while 
%ve  proceed  with  our  description.  The 
vessels  in  the  bason  of  Narcissus's  park 
were  to  be  larger  than  row-boats,  and 
built  on  the  exact  model  of  men-of-war^ 
such  as  those  which  the  Fever-islanders 
had  built  for  the  protection  of  their  own 
manor,  and  the  annoyance  of  the  manors 
of  other  lords.  And  as  there  would.be 
a  great  want  of  wind  and  water  to  give 
a  good  effect  to  the  sceqe,  and  to  give 
scope  for  the  exercise  of  the  mariners' 
talents,  the  defect  was. to  be  supplied 
by  a  most  ingenious  contrivancet  neitbe^ 
more  nor  less  than  an  immense  pair  of 
forge  bellows,  which  was  to  be  brought 
to  bear  under  the  surface,  of  the  water, 
and  by  the  constant  working  of  which, 
there  would  be  raised  a  plentiful  supply 
of  waves,  of  such  sorts  .and  sizds,  as  would 
best  suit  the  manoeuvrings  of  the  ships. 
Aad  this  was  a  most  novel  idea,  because 
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US,  in  a  general  way,  the  seamen  are 
^compelled  to  suit  their  tactics  to  the 
winds,  and,  consequently,  may  some- 
times appear  very  "awkward  in  managing 
their  vessels ;  in  this  ease,  the  wind  be- 
ing made  entirely  subservient  to  the  . 
tactics,  the  mariners  would  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  cailing  for  high  or  low-~ 
9i6rth,  south)  east,  or  west  winds,  wb^ 
ever  should  best  suit  their  convenience, 
«s  it  w^s  intended  to  have  the  basoft  en« 
lir^ly  circled  with  large  belloi^s,  placed 
judiciously  on  the  tops  of  the  trees,  and 
which  would  pour  down  tempests  or 
breathe  sephyrs  according  to  the  wisb 
and  command  of  the  commodore  of  the 
squadrons  for  whose  use  they  were  to 
he  appointed. 

'  Now,  although  it  was  purely  and 
kindly  out  of  consideration  to  the  enjoy- 
tpteiit  of  the  tenantry  that  Narcissus  had 
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planned  and  prepared  ail  these  magnifi** 
cent  doings,  yet  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  ingratitude  discovered  aniofigat  the 
vassals,  inasmuch  as  they  befan  to  eosw 
plain  of  the  foliy  of  their  deputy-Ioid»  la 
thus  foolishly  squandering  away  that  no* 
ney  which  ought  to  haVe  beeo  ip|m)>^ 
priated  to  the  inQprovemeot  of  the  sun 
VM.  This  tenant  called  it  prodigality 
of  behaviour  which  deaerved  to  be  re^ 
pxehended  in  the  moi»t  siever^  terais»  wA 
to  be  checked  before  i|  extended  to  m 
still  more  alarming  eKtent.  The  ex^ 
pense  was  beyond  all  cakulatioil ;  m^ 
d^^,  so.  enormous  was  it  expected  to  he» 
that  when  the  council  of  Narcissus  them- 
selves called  upon  him  for  an  estimate 
of  the  amount,  be  equivocated  for  a  long 
time,  and  then  handed  to  tbem  a  grosa^ 
sum  for  labour^  deducting  all  the  co^t  of 
the  materials,  which  must  at  least,  have 
amounted  to  four  times  the  amount  oi 
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the  work  of  which  he  had  composed  his 
estimate.    Another  tenant  would  remark 

•  tbat^^sapposiDg  the  preparations  and  en- 
tertainments had  cost  nothingatall,  it  was 
not  a  dignified  n^anher  of  gratifying  the 
vassals  of  the  manor  ;  but  that  it  would 
have  been  much  more  elevated  and  lord- 
like if  he  had  opened  all  the  prison  doors, 
and  set  fr<ee  a  great  number  of  unfor- 
tunate tenants  who,  perhaps,  had  been 
immured  for  years  in  unwholesome  dun- 
geons, andr  thus  have  given  happiness 

^  to  thousands  of  wretched  families,  and 
probably  have  reformed  thousands  of  vks- 
gals  from  vicious  pursuits  and  practices. 

^  Some  tenarits  confined  theif  censures 
to  only  a  portion  of  the  amusements  atid 
erections,  and  thought  the  temple  a  piece 
of  absurdity,  but  a  splendid  bridge- 
which  had  been  thrown  over  the  Ganal,a 
desirable  and   useful  as  weU  as  elegant 
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acquisition  ;  while  those  who  condemned 
in  the  gross,  contended^  that,  as  there  W9$ 
scarcely  a  foot  of  land  through  the 
whole  manor  which  was  able  to  bear 
a  full  crop  for  want  of  manure,  it  was 
very  improvident,  to  speak  in  t"he  most 
gentle  terms,  for  the  deputy-lord  of  the 
manor  to  throw  away  the  money  into 
the  air,  which,  spent  upon  the  soil, 
would  have  returned  itself  with  interest. 
There  was  also  a  party  of  still  more  re- 
flecting men,  whom  the  friends  of  Nar- 
cissus had  called  seditious  and  croakers, 
for  no  other  earthly  reason  than  that 
they  dwelt  upon  the  poverty  to  which 
the  estate  had  fallen  since  it  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  present  family,  as- 
serting, that,  when  they  took  possession 
of  it,  the  drains  were  all  in  excellent 
order,  the  ponds  were  all  clear  and  pure, 
the  stock  wholesome  and  flourishing, 
the  trees  in  the  most  excellent  order^ 
£  6 
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tfild  all  the  tenantry,  to  a  single  indivi- 
dual, as  happy  and  contented  as  the 
tenants  of  any  nsan  in  the  universe. 
But  how  was  the  picture  changed!  The 
drains  were  all  stopped  up,  and  were 
disabled  from  carrying  away  the  filth 
and  corruption  which  had  been  en- 
gendered in  the  pond  ;  for  want  of  a 
little  timely  care  and  foresiglit,  the 
Stock  was  thinned  and  wasted  away 
tvith  the  rot,  and  the  few  which  were 
left  upon  the  manor  looked  so  sickly  and 
wretched  as  to  disgust  the  eye  which 
liaci  been  accustomed  to  sec  them  in  bet- 
ter times;  the  trees  were  all  devoured 
hy  insects,  which  weighed  down  every 
branch  and  perforated  every  leaf,  so  that 
they  would  bear  no  fruit  ;  and  as  for 
the  tenants,  complaints  were  heard  in 
«very  corner  of  the  estate,  and  numbers 
«  had  actually  gone  away,  and  taken  their 
families  to  till  and  to  cultivate  in  a  mt)re 
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promising^  and  profitable  manor.  Nor 
thing  but  ruin,  and  vrretcbedness,  tbej 
contended,  could  possibly  result  froni 
the  systeoi  of  extravagance  and  dissipa* 
tion  which  was  now  so  universally  acte4 
u{K>n,  and  they  called  loudly  and  ear« 
nestly  upon  the  tenants,  before  it  was 
too  late^  before  the  devastations  and  di^ 
lapidatipns  upon  the  manor  became  too 
notorious  and  too  extensive  to  admit  of 
a  remedy,  to  meet  tc^ether^  consider  of 
some  mode  of  remonstrance,  at  once  re- 
spectful and  determined,  and  to  go  in  a 
body  to  Narcissus  and  bis  advisers^  and 
lay  it  before  tbem» 

'Such  W£»  the  division  of  sentiment 
which  prevailed  ^t  this  moment  amongst 
fever*islander8,  who  certainly  wer0 
not  at  any  time  endued  with  fin  uiicom^ 
non  sbiure  of  pMiem^ev ;  but  being  partis 
^afatfly^  fioQd  of  oioaey,  verifyiog  th^ 
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old  maxim  of  the  misers,  '*  those  who 
have  the  getting  of  money,  know  best 
how  to  laj  it  out  to  advantage/'  they 
t?0iild  not  silently  see  their  hoards  daily 
exhausted  through  the  extravagance  or 
.mismanagement  of  Narcissus.  It  was 
■customary  with  them  to  say,  if  chal- 
lenged with  these  absurd  discontents, 
that,  as  they  had  given  their  cash  freely, 
they  had  at  least  the  fight  to  grumble 
for  their  money.  Things,  however,  did 
not  seem  to  hold  out  much  promise  of 
amendment ;  for  all  the  bosom  friends  of 
Narcissus,  those  whose  councils  he  most 
listened  to,  were  all  very  profligate  in 
their  expenditure  of  the  wealth  of  the 
tenantry,  insomuch  that  the  latter  had 
more  than  once  applied  to  the  deputy- 
lord  for  their  dismissal,  and  they  would 
ultimately  have  been  turned  put,  could 
he  have  obtained  any  other  servants  who 
"would  have  suited  his  taste.     But  the  te- 
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Hants  to  whom  be  applied  demaDded  a 
compliance  with  certain  conditions,  to 
which  Narcissus  did  not  choose  to  accede^ 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  nego- 
ciation  was  broken  off,  and,  the  old  party 
received  notice  to  stay  again.  Ever 
since  that  moment  they  had  not  grown 
much  in  pof^ularity  until  the  settling  of 
the  disputes  with  the  neighbouring  ma- 
'a)or  created  a  great  change  in  the  opi- 
nion -  of  the  vassals,  who  now  gave  to 
Narcissus  and  his  advisers  a  credit  fo;f 
which  they  had  no  more  right  than  they 
had  for  th^  fame  of  economy.  The  pre- 
sence of  the  lordly  visitors  also  was  a 
sort  of  check  upon  those  expressions 'of 
•public'disapprobation/  which  previously 
had  often  occurred,  and  which  probably 
vrpuld  now  have  been  carried  to  a  much 
'higher  pitch,  had  not  the  vassals  been 
restrained  by  respect  fpr  those  who  had 
CQme  ampngst  them*  * 
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One  circumstaDce  which,  doubtless^ 
would  haye  created  an  alarming  feroaent 
through  the  manor  at  any  other  time  was 
the  following.  Puggilla,  the  OKxther  of 
Narcissus,  had  gii^en  out  her  intention  to 
display  all  her  splendor  on  two  particu- 
lar days,  when  she  meant  to  have  grand 
routs  for  the  reception  of  the  visitors  ta 
Fever-isle,  and  of  the  niost  wealthy  and 
be6t  beloved  6f  the  tenantry.  It  was  al- 
ways a  custom  fof  Narcissus  to  be  one 
of  the  party^  and  if  the  heir  had  a  wife^ 
it  had  been  the  practice  or  e^tutU  of 
the  castle  that  she  also  should  attend.-^ 
On  this  occasion,  however,  Narcissus 
having  declared,  that  never  in  public  or 
private  lite  would  he  ever  meet  Gerro»- 
nia,  his  wife,  he  thought  it  right  to  make 
Puggilla  acquainted  with  this  c€twrdgeou$ 
and  man/^  resolution,  in  order  that  she 
Knight  take  her  measures  accordingly .-*• 
PuggiUa^  who  mortally  hated  Ck«imN 
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nia^  was  rejoiced  at  every  opportunity 
which  was  allowed  her  of  mortifying  and 
persecuting  her  unfortunate  daughter-in- 
law  ;  she  therefore  sat  down,  and  pen- 
ned a  letter  to  G«rmania,  acquainting 
her  with  her  husband's  declaration  and 
determination,  and  requesting  there- 
ft)re  that  she  would  be  pleased  not  to 
come  ftnd  shew  her  face  at  her  routs, 
as  it  would  not  be  decent  nor  becoming 
to  make  o«t  the  deputy-lord  a  liar: — 
The  unhappy  Germania  wrot.e, again  ia 
answer  to  Piiggilla,  and  received  ano- 
ther reply,  tantamount  to  the  same  a^ 
the  first  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  wifeof  Nar-^ 
Hssus  had  received  the  tetters,  she  ap^ 
pejaled  to  the  only  tribunal  which  was  at 
all  incliaed  to  sympaithise  with  her,  and 
laid  ail  the  letters  before  the  tenantry.—^ 
This  measure  was  a  home  stroke  nt  the 
fanae  of  Narcissus ;  for,  strongly  as  the 
fmante  before  this  were  incliBcd  Co  take 
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part  with  the  unfortunate  Germania, 
this  appeal  greatly  increased  their  ardour 
in  her  cause,  and,  consequently,  in  an 
equal  degree  diminished  their  esteem  for 
her  husband,  who  afterwards  could  not 
venture  to  shew  himself  abroad,  without 
being  hissed  and  hooted^  and  treated 
with  the  most  uneqai vocal  symptoo^s 
of  public  disgust  and  abhorrence. 

/  It  was  at  this  unpropitious^  moment 
that  Narcissus  chose  to  carry  on  his  suit 
against  Germania,  in  order  to  pave  the 
way  to  the  possession  of  Lady  Longbon- 
net  ;  and,  as  some  hints  respecting  his 
intention  had  gone  abroad  amongst  the 
tenants,  they  amused  themselves  with 
cracking  their  jokes  at  their  lord^s  ex- 
pence.  Hisliabitual  indulgence  in  every 
excess,  to  the  debility  of  his  frame  and 
the  destruction  of  his  constitution,  gave 
%.fiQe§C9p$  to  the  croakers  to  exercise 
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their  risible  faculties  at  his  cost  ;  they 
,had  never  liked  him,  and  they  spared  no 
pains  to  ridicule  him  in  every  creek  and 
corner  of  the  estate.     Caricatures  were 
published,  and  lampoons  issued  from  the 
press,  describing  him  as  pursuing  plea- 
sure which  he  had  do  -ability  to  eejoy; 
and  accusing  him-of  having,  by  his  de« 
baucheries,  brought  on  impotency  and 
all  its  attendant  train  of  evils.    Some  re- 
commended it   to  Lady  Longbonnet   to 
wed  herself  to  a  log,  which  would  give 
her  just  as  much  enjoynaent^  and  much 
less  trouble  and  torment.     Others,  who 
were  better  versed   in  political   know- 
ledge, and  who  could  see  that  more  than 
pne  object  must   have   attracted  Lady 
Longbonnet  to  sacrifice  herself,  urged 
the  superior  policy   of  uniting   herself 
with  some  man  of  energy  as    well   as 
power,  such  as   the  Lord  of  Brushall, 
whose  wife,  had  died  some  few  years  be* 
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fore  this  time,  and  who  still  wandered 
about  a  lofn  and  solitary  beiiig.  There 
"vrould  have  been  some  compassionate 
feeling  mingled  with  her  self-interested- 
ness  had  she  directed  her  views  to  that 
quartet)  but'  from  the  sphere  to  Which 
she  had  been  induced  to  look,  she  could 
hope  for  nothing  in  the  world,  except 
a  bauble  or  two  to  decorate  her.  bead 
'with^  and  a  high-sounding  but  empty 
name. 

The  more  reflecting  portion  of  the  te- 
nantry^  however,  looked  at  the  intention 
of  Narcissus  in  a  much  more  serious 
point  of  view,  in  its  eflFect  upon  the  per- 
secuted Germania,  whose  character  and 
comfort  would  thus  be  annihilated,  mere- 
ly to  promote  the  ambitious  views  or  po- 
litical schemes  of  her  husband.  They 
Reviewed  all  her  conduct  since  she  was 
brought  over  to  Fever-isle,  to  be  united 
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to  the  heir  of  the  estate,  and  seeing 
nothing  which  could  impeach  her  virtue, 
or  justify  the  injurious  treatineat  ghe  had 
received,  they  vowed  to  stand  up  boldly 
in  her  cause,  and  to  endeavour  to  im« 
press  upon  the  heart  of  Nareissus  some 
feeling  of  contrition  for  the  part  he  bad 
hitherto  dcted,  and  a  firm  resolution  to 
do  justice  where  it  was  so  loudly  called 
fyt.  GennaAia  was  a  stranger ;  she  was 
a  legacy  left  by  her  fether  to  the  protec- 
tion 6f  Fever-isle,  and  they  swore  thafc 
no  farther  insults  should  be  allowed  to 
assail  her*  They  Cbarefore  desired  her 
to  make  an  appeal  t6  the  feelings  of 
Narcissus,  in  the  language  adopted  by 
Shakespeare,  and  put  into  the  mouth  of 
Catherine  to  the  Eighth  Henry : 

Sir,  I  dedre  yon  da  m^ri^lit  and  jastiee». 
And-  to  bestow  your  ftity  on  me  i  for 
I  am  a  most  poor  woman*  and  a  ftrao^i, 
Bero  oul  of  yoordoniiiioQf ;  liavin^;  hecot 


itized  by  Google 


92  A    MONTH    IN*   TOWN* 

No  jadge  iadiflTrent,  and  do  more  assurance 
Of  «qual  frLeDdship  and  proceed'iDg.     Alas  !  Sify 
In  ^hat  haTC  1  offended  you  ?    What  cause 
Hath  my  behaviour  giv'nto  your  displeasure. 
That  thus  you  should  proceed  to  putme  off> 
And  take  your  good  grace  from  me  P  Heaven  witness 
I've  been  to  you  a  true  and  humble  wifet 
At  all  times  to  your  will  conformable : 
Erer  in  fear  to  kindle  your  dislike  t 
Yea,  subject  to  your  countenance,  glad  #r  son;, 
,.  As  I  saw  it  inclin'd.    When  was  the  hour 
I  ever  contradicted  your  desire. 
Or  made  it  not  mine  too  ?    Which  of  your  friends 
HaTe  I  not  strove  to  k>Ve,  although  I  knew 
He  was  mine  enemy  ?    What  friend  of  jnlne* 
That  had  to  him  deriv'd  your  anger,  did  I 
Continue  in  my  liking )     Nay,  gave  not  notice 
Be  was  from  thence  discharg'd  ?    Sir,  call  to  mind 
That  1  have  been  your  wife  in  that  obedience 
Scarce  less  than  twenty  years,  and  have  been  blessed 
W4th  a  fairdaugliter  by  you.    If  in  the  course 
Apd  process  of  this  time  you  can  report, 
And  prove  it  too,  against  mine  honour  aught» 
My  bond  of  wedlock,  or  my  love  and  duly. 
Against  your  sacred  person  ;  in  God's  name 
Turn  me  away,  and  let  the  fouPst  cdntwoopt 
Shut  door  upon  me,  and  so  give  me  ufi 
To  tb*  sharpest  k'md  of  justice-  • 
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The  play  from  which  this  passage  is 
selected  was  given  out  to  be  performed 
to  promote  the  cause  of  German i a,  but 
Narcissus  interfered,  anil,  fearful  of  the 
effect  it  might  produce  upon  the  minds 
of  the  tenantry,  ordered  it  to  be  counter- 
manded. 
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CHAPTER    XV. 

Orangegraft  and  Narcissus  pioi  against  Lady 
Charlotte — Stupiditi/  of  the  farmer-^ Argu-^ 
ment  of  Narcissus  ^Ordtngegtajt  consenteth  to 
his  awn  happiness^^Result  0/ conversation. 

Orangegkaft,  who  was  of  the 
water  party  with  Narcissus,  resolved  to 
find  some  opportunity  to  converse  with 
the  deputyJord  on  the  subject  of  his 
daughter.  He  had  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  her  father's  whole  soul  was 
wrapped  up  in  the  projected  union  of  their 
two  houses,  and  he  was  anxious  to  disco- 
ver to  what  lengths  his  inclination  would 
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carry  bim  in  his  endeavours  to  bring  it 
into  eflFect.     He  himself  was  partial  in 
the  extreme   to    Lady   Charlotte^    and 
would  fain  have  sacrificed  every  thing  to 
her  wish^es ;  but  he  was  too  irresolute  in 
his  disposition  and  sentiments  to  enable 
him  to  resist  the  commands  of  Narcissus. 
When  the  latter  proposed  the  union,  the 
ardent  lover,   «anxiou«   to  facilitate  an 
event  so  dear  to.  his  heart,  spontaneously, 
promised  to  take  up  his  residence  with 
her  in  her  native  manor,   as  it  was  to  be 
expected  that  this  would  b^  more  agree- 
a]t>le  to  ber  than  to  becofne  an  exile  fro9^ 
the  estate  to  the  poasesaion  of  wbreb  she; 
would  one  day  be  called*    But  this  offer 
did  not  at  ali  square  with  the  view;5of 
Narcissus.    ^  No,**  said  he,  hastily ;  "  I. 
want  ber  |Ki»t  here*     I  wish  for  her  to 
fiod  new  friends  wid  to  form  new  con--, 
ii^c^ions ;  at  leaeit,  i  wish  to  break  aaun*-; 
cler  cid  oiiei.    You  kjiow  frqm  wbow  I 
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would  desTre  to  separate  her.  I  need 
not  be  more  explicit.  Take  her  abroad 
for  a  few  years,  and  the  result  will  he 
beneBcial  to  us  all.  Do  you  not  under- 
stand me  ?" 

"  Scarcely  !"  returned  Orangegraft, 
who,  as  the  reader,  perchance,  has  ere 
this  discovered,  was  not  gifted  with 
that  admirable  quickness  of  conception 
which  is  given  to  many  men;  in  fact, 
so  very  deficient  was  he  in  the  art  of  un- 
derstanding half  conceptions,  that  he 
was  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend 
the  full  drift  of  the  speech  of  Narcissus. 
He  understood,  it  is  true,  that  he  wished 
his  daughter  to  be  absent  from  the  ma- 
nor for  a  few  years,  but  what  design  it 
was  to  answer  he  could  not,  for  the  soul 
of  him,  discover,  nor  what  connections 
those  were  which  he  desired  her  to  break 
asunder^    It  is  true,  he  bad  not  been 
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Vstidlly  admitted  to  the. political  parties 
of  Narcissus,  by  which  wb  mean  certaiit 
dinners  which  he  gave  to  his  particular 
friends  amongst  the  tenantry,  at  which 
were  discussed  all  matters  relating  to  the 
manor,  as  well  as  those  which  interested 
his  private  views ;  and,  tfierefore,  it  was 
unlikely  that  Orangegraft  should  have 
any  Very  good  information  as  to  the 
views  and  motives  of  his  intended  father** 
in-law*  He  was  withal  a  youth  of  very 
bounded  qu^ifications ;  one  who  was 
not  overburdened  with  intellect,  whose 
mind  was  not  very  greatly  expanded^ 
but  who  had  just  wit  enough  to  enable 
him  t^  pass  through  the  world  without 
being  set  down  for  an  absolute  fool-^ 
"Scarcely!'*  said  he,  with  a  look  and  a 
tone  of  voice  which  did  not  make  a  very 
favourable  impression  upon  Narcissus, 
who  was  standing  and  gacing  upon 
him  with  a  look  of  eager  curiosity. 

TOL.  II.  p 
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"What!  not  understand  me !"  re- 
turned Narcissus,  pettishly :  "Why, 
Eounds!  boy,  can  I  speak  more  intelii* 
gibly  ?  I  wish  to  separate  the  girl  from 
hdr  mother!  Is  that  sufficiently  plain? 
I  would  have  her  alienated  from  the  in- 
terest she  now  feels  for  the  Fever-island- 
ers, who  are  not  worth  caring  about  ; 
and  if  you  do  not  promise  me  that  you 
will  take  her  abroad,  and  teach  her  to 
hate  Gerroania,  and  to  learn  different 
ideas  as  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
vassals,  by  the  Lord,  you  shan't  have 
her!'* 

The  meiace  was  sufficient  to  shiake  a 
stronger  resolution  than  Orangegraft 
possessed.  He  had  acquiesced  according- 
ly, and  it  was  in  the  conversation  which 
ensued  afterwards  with  Lady  Charlotte, 
that,  in  communicating  this  acquiescence, 
he  received  the  rejection  of  his  hand  al- 
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together.     He  had  nOw  read  the  tetter 
which  Lady  Charlotte  had  addressed  to 
him,    and  determined  either  to  induct 
Narcissus  to  aW  him  in  the  obtainment 
of  her  band^    by  feotne  more  summary 
mode,  or  to  take  his  departure  instantly 
for  bis  tiative  manor,  and  no  longer  to 
remain  in  a  state  of  uncertainty.     Ht» 
present  situation  was  one  of  much  pain 
and  delicacy  ;  he  knew  not  how  to  decide 
between  the  father  and  daughter;  from 
the  latter  he  eould  derive  no  liope,  Un- 
less he  sacrificed  the  wiishes  and  com^ 
mands  of  her  father;  and  to  obey  the 
former  was  the  sine  qua  non  on  which 
Narcissus  had  offered  to  give  his  consent, 
for  it  was  evident  that  he  sought  rathe^^ 
to  get  rid  of  Lady  Charlotte  than  to  con* 
s«lt  hfer  happiness  by  a  congenial  union, 

•  Thus    determined,    Orangcgraft   put 
his  letter  into  the  hands  of  Narcissus, 
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tf  bose  counteaaAcei  ts  he  read  it,  plaia« 
ly  developed  by  its  frei^u^nt  changee 
the  opemtioB  which  the  contents  made 
upon  bis  feelings.  Ever  and  anon  be 
woold  pause,  stamp  his  loot,  and  abutter 
»  hasty  imprecation,  vrhicb  was  not  more 
than  half  audible ;  and,  at  the  conclusion^ 
as' be  banded  the  letter  back  to  Orai^- 
graft,  he  exclaimed:—'' Well, ^sir,  and 
liow  have  you  determined  to  proceed  i** 

♦*  I  wait  for  your  direction,  my  lord  !'* 
Mplied  Oriaogegraft^  'shaking  with  ap-^ 
prehension  al;  the  stern  and  ai^iy  gldnces 
ofNarciflsus. 

Narcissus  hesitated  a  moment ;  ti^en, 
turning  round  to  the  terrified  young  lo« 
ver,  fixed  his  eyes  full  on  his^  Idid  « 
band  upon  each  shoulder^  and  in  a  low 
but.  6e^p  tone  eommenoed— "  Orange- 
giaftt  have  you  i^ptrit  and  course  to 
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Brave  all  the  anger  and  dbappoii^oiient 
which  cam  agitate  the  bosom  of  this 
perverse  ^rl !  Can  you  defy  her  passi'oo,. 
and  be  the  ostentatious  principal  in  a 
^r^at  and  decisive  measure  which  i&r 
now  in  embryo  in  niy  mind  ?" 

*  **  I  can  do  much  at  your  request  !**  re*> 
turned  Orangegraft, "  but  allow  me  to  ask 
what  ifi  the  object  of  this  great  and  de«- 
cisive  measure  ?*/ 

To  .give  you  my  daughter  T*  replied 
Narcisstis^ — ^**  and  to  rid  myself  of  one 
of  the  greatest  plagues  of  my  existence. 
Now  answer  me  V* 

The  eyes  of  Orangegraft  Were  lighted 
up  by  a  momentary  fire,  at  the  prospect 
of  happiness  thus  held  out  to  him.— 
*'  For  that  gredt  object  of  my  desires,*^ 
said  he,  '^  I  would  do  any  thing,  every 
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thing^^point  out  the  path,  my  lord,  and" 
leave  me  Uo  follow  it.  You  shall  not 
complain  of  my  want  of  gallantry  !** 

"Then  listen/' said  Narcissus : — "go 
home,  and  let;  it  be  spread, abroad  that 
this  marriage  is  interrupted  and  broken 
off,  and  take  care  not  to  disguise  nor  to 
conceal  your  departure.  I  would  have 
it.  talked  ^of  every  where.  "When  you 
have  shown  your  father'^s- vassals  as  w;eU 
as  mine  that  you  have  actually  quitted 
my  manor,  put  on  a  thick  disguise,,  and 
travel  back  again  inco^i/o;  do  not  let 
one  individual  discover  your  intentiou 
no  your  person  ;  and  when  you  hay6 
reached  this  manor  again,  I  will  dismiss 
all  this  girl's  attendants^  who  are  no 
better  than  they  should  be,  and  give  up 
her  house,  and  bring  her  home  with  me 
to  mine.  You  know  the  new  mansion 
I  am  building  in  Airsor  Park.     Cran- 
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meadow  Lodge  is  nearly  completed,  and 
thither  I  will  send  her,  under  a  guard  of 
eightof  my  soldiers,,  who  shall  have^or- 
ders  to  coincide  with  any  plans  of  yours; 
although  I  would  not  recommend .  any 
violence  pn  your  part,  until  I  have  tried 

it    on    mmo.        Wx^    wt-il    get    a    pilcoi    *vr 

come  to  Cranmeadow  Lodge,  and  J 
should  imagine  we  can  have  no  diflS- 
culty  in  compelling  her  then  by  menaces, 
or  inducing  her  by  promises,  to  consent 
to  the  ceremony,  v  But.  if  this  should 
fail,  nothing  will  remain  but  for  ypu  to 
carry  off  the  girl  by  main  force  to  yoiir 
own  country,  and  marry  her  there."  . 

"  I  will  abide  by  your  directions,  dir," 
returned  Orangegraft — *'  but  I  may, 
after  all,  have  some  trouble  to  keep  her 
and  her  mother  from  each  other.'* 

"  Nothing   more    easy!'*  exclaimed 
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Narcissus-^"  notfaifig  on  eirth  more 
easy.  Use  a  little  tolutary  coercion ; 
lock  up  your  wife,  and,  if  her  mother 
should  have  the  impudence  to  come 
lipon'your  manor  in  pursuit  of  her,  lock 
her  up  almy  and  be  assured  of  no  ill  con^ 
sequence  irom  roe. '  T«/  ^c^t  *iU  of  one 
will  be  a  great  happiness  to  me  ;  but  to 
be  freed  from  the  plague  of  both  would 
certainly  make  me  the  proudest  and 
most  comfortable  man  in  the  maiior.--^ 
What  say  you  to  my  plans.  Orange* 
grafir 

f 
**  The  only  part  as  to  which  I  feel  any 
hesitation,"  answered  Orangegraft— "  is 
the  practicability  of  them.  I  am  ready  to 
run  any  ri^ks  in  the  expertmept,  and  I 
aincerely  hope  the  result  tnay  be  satis^ 
factory  to  us  both.  I  will  abide  by  your 
directions  respecting  Lady  Charlotte, 
but  how  can  I  ^nsent  to  lock  up  the 
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mbtber  of  her  I  love,  and  that  for  no 
other  offence  than  the  very  natural^  al- 
though in  your  lordship's  eyes  very, 
heinous,  offence  of  wishing  to  see  her 
daughter:  I  fear  I  cannot  accomplish  it.*^ 

^^  Why,  thine  is  no  better  than  tli# 
heart  of  a  poor  whining,  love-sick,  pining 
girl  \"  cried  Narcissus,  endeavouring  to 
hide  the  emotions  of  indignation  whicb 
swelled  in  his  bosom — •'  What  is  the  re* 
latiiMdship  between  mother  and  daughter 
to  thee  i  Thou  wilt  have  gained  thy  wife, 
and  what  further  wouldst  thou  have  i 
I  advise  thee  fbj  thine  own  benefit  as 
much  as  mine  :  for,  admit  the  visits  of 
the  mother,  and  she  will  teach  her  girl 
a  pretty  lesson  of  behaviour  to  her  hus- 
band Dost  thou  not  know,  boy^  that  a 
key  is  the  best  security  for  a  wife's  ho- 
nesty }  Keep  her  isofated  from  all  the 
world,  ao^  then  thou  needst  not  fear 
T  6 
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any  plottiog:  against  thy  honour  or  thy 
Jiappiness." 

."  But. had  you  always  locked  up.  her 
teothef)  nay  lord,"  replied  Orangegraft, 
you  could  not  have  managed  to  cook  up 
a  charge  of  infidelity  against  her,  as  a 
^  ground  for  getting  rid  of  her,  when 
tired  of  her  company.  .And  should  I 
feel  ^\sia)ilar  inclination,  .1  shall  be 
equally,  at  a  loss  to  manage  the  matter, 
Ainless  I  ajfow  tocher  free  ingress  and 
egressj  and  plenty  of.  opportunities  of 
horning  me,  if  she  should  feel  that  way 
inclined,  after  we  h^ve  been  married  a 
few  years/* 

'^  Thou,  art  but  a  silly;blockhead  after 
ail,"  said  Narcissus,  'Sand;  I  almost  re- 
pent my  choice  of  a  son-in-law.  ,,;Do, 
however,  just  as  you  please,  so,  you  ma- 
nage to  g^t  the  girl  pi|t  of  myj  cqanor, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


A   MONTH   IN   TOWN.  107 

and  it  must  be  my  care  to  prevent  her 
mother  from  following  her ;  for  asunder 
they  must  be  kept,  or  else  not  content 
with  horning  you,  they  may  perhaps 
take  into  their  heads  to  conspire  against . 
me.  I  am  not  the  credulous  slave  of 
woman,  that  you  appear  to  be,  Orange- 
graft."  ; 

Here  the  conversation  ended,  and 
Orangegraft  was  better  pleased  with  the 
result  than  Narcissus,  although  the  latter 
felt  a  certain  satisfaction  at  the  idea  of 
subduing  his  daughter's  obduracy,  and  of 
separating'her  from  those  connections,  to 
the  influence  of  which  he.  attributed  all 
her  present  ill-behaviour  to  him.  Yes,  all 
which  she  had  done  agsinst  his  will~all 
her. pertinacious  impertinence  and  vex- 
atious opposition  he  had  no  doubt' ori- 
ginated with  her  mother,  whose  sole 
object  he  considered  it  to  be  to  thwart 
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kirn  in  all  his  projects  and  undertakings:; 
Orangegraft  was  elated  at  the  prospect, 
of  obtaining  Lady  Charlotte,  and  as  to 
the  means  by  which  this  was  to  be  done, 
that  was  merely  a  secondary  considera- 
tion. H«r  commendation  of  his  person, 
added  to  his  own  natural  vanity,  satis* 
fied  him  in  his  own  opinion  that  he  pos- 
sessed the  capability  of  making  her 
happy,  and  whether  her  happiness  was 
the  consequence  of  her  own  voluntary 
desire,  or  wbe<Aier  it  was  forced  upon  her, 
it  would  still  be  happiness ;  and  he  had 
no  ^oubt  he  should  be  enabled,  after 
the  obtainmetit  of  her,  to  reconcile  h'9r 
to  him  for  any  measures  be  might  feel 
kimself  urged  to  putsue,  to  obtain  her. 
H^  did  not  derive  much  sali^ction  from 
the  temporary  kind  of  advice  given  to 
him  by  Narcissus^  respecting  the  mother 
of  Lady  Charlotte,  but  contented  him- 
c^lf  with  deciding  that  he  could  art  as 
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would  best  please  himself.  Narcissus, 
on  the  otiier  hand^  was  very  ill  satisfied 
with  the  indecision  of  Orangeglraft,  and 
his  indisposition  to  go  to  the  lengths 
which  he  could  have  wished  him  re<» 
specting  the  mother  of  his  daughter.  He 
would  have  given  half  ha  possessed  to 
have  ridden  himself  of  this  plague,  and 
he  was  not  in  the  least  scrupulous  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  accomplishing  his 
designs.  He  resolved,  however,  in  the 
first  place,  to- assist  Orangegraft  off  with 
his  daughter,  and,  this  done,  theo  to 
concert  some  measures  for  the  further 
mortification  of  his  wife,  since  be  seemed^ 
fully  jletermined,  if  possible,  to  break 
her  heart  with  the  club  pf  persecution, 
before  the  chief  tenants  should  have 
time  to  carry  into  effect  his  wished-for 
divorce,^iiml,thus  to  rid  himself  of  faiii 
troubles  altogether* 
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,  The  conversation  with  Qrangegraft, 
however,  had  on  the  whole  put  Nar- 
cissus out  of  tune  to  play  the  lover,  and 
as  he  was  obliged  to  assume  a  behaviour 
of  something  more  than  common  civility 
towards  Lady  Longbdnnet,  he  laid  his 
passions  and  tempe^r  under  some  ^re- 
straint, and  endeavoured  to  copy  the 
character  of  a  lover  Which  he  could  not 
originate.  Her  ladyship  was  pre-dis- 
posed  to  think  favourably  of  his  efforts, 
and,  therefore,  overlooked  the  little  em- 
barrassments and  awkwardness  into 
which  his  absence  or  confusion  of  mind 
frequently  led  him^  and  gave  him  full 
credit  for  all  the  ardo^  of  feelings  which 
he  failed  to  express  either  in  his  words 
or  his  actions,  y  Now  and  then,  it  is  true, 
he  ventured  .  to  embody  in  language  his 
anticipations  of  enjoyment,  when  with 
her  ladyship,  he  should  be  enabled  to 
range  the  silver  streams  of  flo>yery  fields 
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from  morn  to.  night,  or  when  wearied 
of   rural  scenery,  and   anxious  to/rove 
pmidst  the  splendors  of  art,  they  might 
illuminate    the  magnificent    abodes    of 
wealth  and  fashion  with  their  presence, 
lead  down  the  mazy  dance,  or  revel  in 
jail  the  voluptuousness  of  pleiasure,  and 
,when  a  race  of  young  lords  should  spring 
from  their  loins  to  bless  the  manor.  -  Yes, 
gentle  reader,  this  Narcissus,  who  at  the 
\age  of   fifty-two   was  in   his  dotage  in 
point  of  physical  ability,   could  sagely 
and  .  seriously  .  look    forward  to   young 
shoots  springing  from  his  \  loins  ;     and 
what  is  still  more  strange,  yet  not  more 
strange  than,  true.   Lady  Longbonnet,  a 
Jovely  youiig  female,:  just  twenty-thre^, 
in  the  bloom  of  youthful  beauty,  with 
all  her  passions  and  inclinations  in  full 
force    and    play,  coqld  seriously  listen 
to,  and  appear  to  be  pleased  ,with,:  this 


ized  by  Google 


112  X   MONTH  IK   TOWN.. 

tissue  of  abdurdity .  We  do  not  presui^js 
to  say  that  her  ladyship  had  received 
any  other  evidence  of  the  incapacity  of 
Narcissus  than  that  which  was  evident 
to  her  visual  faculty,  from  his  bloated 
countenance  and  dissipation-worn  frame, 
but  these  symptoms  ought  to  have  been 
sufficient  to  give  the  lie  to  his  tongue, 
when  it  presumed  tO;  dwell  upon  such 
visionary  pictures  of  the  fancy.  Per-t 
haps,  indeed,  she  knew  the  futility  of 
his  anticipations,  but  interest  kept  her 
from  b^etraying  her  real  feelingly  on  the 
subject;  her  views  probably  only,  ex** 
tended  to  the  situation  of  the  wife  of 
Narcissus,  the  mistress  of  Fcver-isJe, 
and  she  was  perfectly  indifferent  as  to 
the  issue  which  might  spring  from  his 
loins,  the  more  especiolly  as  it  was  a 
prevailing  custom  amongst  the  wives  of  ^ 
the  principal  teAAntry  BOt  invariably  to 
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look  to  tbeir  husbands  for  their  issue^ 
but  to  gambol  with  any  oth^r  indivi- 
dual who  might  have  merit  enough  in 
their  eyes  to  deserve  a  participation  in 
their  favours. 

Lady  Longbonnet  might .  be  awarf 
th^t  she  should  have  the  power  to  give 
a  heir  to  Fever-isle  without  the  aid  of 
Narcissusy  should  she  feel  thus  inclined  ; 
and  this  idea  might  have  had  consider- 
able influence  in  raising  a  smile  upon  her 
countenance,  when  she  received  and 
replied  to  the  effervescences  of  hisfoHy, 
or  of  his  duplicity.  The  same  motive 
of  self-interest  induced  her  t6  return  all 
the  attentions  of  Narcissus  with  such  a 
benevolent  kindness,  that  when,  after 
the  journey  and  voyage  of  the  day,  they 
returned  to  the  castle  of  Narcissus,  the 
deputy-lord  was  so  completely  intoxi- 
,  cated,  that  it^was  not  without  betraying 
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his  inebriety  to  his  visitors,  by  a  thou*- 
.sand  maniac  fancies,  that  he  contrived 
to  get  thrbogh  the  evening. 
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CHAPTER    XVI. 

Jfarciuui  ihoweth  his  PreparaHons  to  his  Visi* 
'  tors — their  Astonishment — Dissertation  on  Scribe 
.  blers^^Welcome  Intruder — Love  Scene. 

The  reader  will  now  perhaps  be  anxious 
to  learn  how  the  Controller  of  Freeze- 
gaul  was  satisfied  with  the  Fever- 
islanders,  and  what  was  his  opinion  of 
their  habits,  manners,  and  government. 
Of  the  male  tenants  he  had  formed  very 
contemptible  opinions  in  general,  for 
he  considered  them  as  little  better  than  a 
superior  species  of  asses,    who  were  ob- 
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stinate  when  €ver  urged  against  their 
, dispositions;  and  who  could  bray  prodi- 
giously loud.  '  Of  their  possession  of 
these  qualities  he  received  daily  some 
new  proofs;  so  pertinacious  were  they 
in  their  curiosity,  that  from  morn  to 
night  in  groups  of  hundreds,  they 
would  stand  and  stare  round  the  win- 
dows where  the  Controller  and  his  sis- 
ter resided^  aiild  their  p&tieiice  aecimed 
only  to  increase  in  propdrtion  to  the 
delay  which  occurred ;  and  as  to  their 
vocal  talents,  his  lordship  and  his  co- 
trisitors  could  not  show  their  illustrious 
countenances  without  the  vassals  giving 
pretty  unequivocal  proofs  that  they  un- 
derstood the  exercise  of  the  vulgar 
tongue  |o  perfection,  and  were  equally 
ready  with  their  huzzas  to  a  great  lord 
or  a  wild  beast,  or  a  mountebank  at  a 
feir.  From  these  unquestionable  evi- 
dences of  their  wisdom,   his  lordship 
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would  naturally  conclude  that  the  te. 
nantry  of  this  naanor  were  the  most  la* 
gacious  and  enlightened^  as  well  as  the 
most  kospiiabk  people  in  tlie  universe. 
With  regard  to  Narcissus,  his  lordship 
had  formed  a  most  exalted  opinion  of 
his  virtues- and  lordly  qualities  of  mind; 
considering  him  as  a  pattern  of  grace* 
fulness,  the  pink  of  good  breeding,  and 
^he  daffy^down'-dilly  of  wit  and  good  hu- 
mour; and  Narcissus^  doubtless^  con- 
scious oi  his  own  elevated  situation  in 
the  good  opinion  of  i\xe  Controller  as 
well  ms  the  Lord  of  Brusball,  spared  no 
pains  nor  exertions  to  establish  himseU* 
there,  for^;oing  a  great  number  of  hiei 
old  habits,  and  appearing  to  accommo*- 
date  his  manner^  and  pursuits  <as  far  aa 
oould  reasonably  be  expected,  to  the 
fipannera  and  pursuits  of  those  who  had 
conferred  on  him  and  his  manor  the 
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distinguished   honour  of  a  visit  and  ii 
residence  of  some  weeks. 

•  Narcissus   had  been  for  some  weeks 
busily  employed  in  the  erection  of  tern, 
pies  and  various  other  structures   in  the 
lawn  behitid  his  tastle,  which  lawn  wag 
Separated  froth   the   neighbouring    park 
by  a  high  wall  of  brick  ;  and  two  or  three 
days  after    their  arrival,   he  requested 
the^e  lordly  guests  to  accompany  him 
in  the  survey  of  the  magnilScent  prepara- 
tions which  had  been  commenced  with  a 
view  to  do  honour  to  their  Visit.    All  that 
had  been  compleated  Narcissus   poinded 
out  to  their  admiration^  and   filled  up 
every  hiatus  in  the  buildings  with  glow- 
ing description  of  those-  things   which 
as  yet  were  only  built  in  the  architect's 
brain.      "  Here/*  said  he,  pointing  to   a 
lofty  building,  with  a  crest  of  maiiy  an- 
gles an(}  a   lofty  apex — "  here  is  my 
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temple .  erected  to  the  Goddess  of  Piea- 
fiuce — here  shall  rosy  Mirth  sit.  and  ca- 
rouse the  gloomy  night  away — here  shall 
fantastic  delight  assume  a  thousand 
shapes — and  many  an  earthly  Hebe  shall 
fill  the  flowing  and  inspiring  nectar  to 
us  the  gods  of  the  creation.  Care  and  sor- 
row and  business  of  every  description 
shall  be  denied  an  entrance  into  this 
hallowed  abode,  and  every  countenance 
which  should  so  far  forget  the  homage 
due  to  it  as  to  wear  a  frown,  shall 
theacefortb  be  banished   for  ever/* 

^  T)ie  foreign  lords,  unused  to  this  ele*- 
Yated  language,  CQuld  scarcely  give 
credit  to  theif  ears,  as  Narcissus  pointed 
out  these  pteasures,  which  outvied  the 
most  magnificent  splendors  of  oriental 
ostentation/  and  the  Controller,  with 
an  air  of  surprise  and  astonishment^ 
replied^*'  Great  sir,    these  daily  dis- 
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plays  of  the  surpassing  magniiicefi^e 
of  your  ideas  and  ycur  power^  are  suf^ 
ficient  to  paralyze  wonder^  and  leave 
the  utmost  stretch  of  astonishment  ht 
behind.  Gods  !  why  the  sum  which.this 
must  cost  will  exceed  all  the  rental  of 
my  manor,  at  least  iwenUf  thousand  ru- 
bles Vn  be  bound/' 

"  Twenty  thousand  V'  exclaimed  Nar- 
eissus  smiling  at  the  narrow  concep* 
tions  and  limited  understanding  of  hisr 
visitor — "  Add  twenty  to  that,  my  lord^ 
and  double  the  whole,  abd  then  you 
will  be  within  one  half  c^the  expence 
which  these  metamorphoses  wilLcost/' 

•^  Not  yout  lordship,  surely  ?••  asked 
both  the  guests,  in  a^consonant  tone  cS 
amazement  and  anxiety  Mended* 

"  Ohi  no  1**  replied  Narcissus  ;  — "  1* 
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maaage  these  things  better.  My  limited 
income  would  ill  support  all  this  mag« 
ijificence  ;  did  I  not  apply  to  my  te- 
nants pretty  <^ten  for  coQtributkitBS  to 
second  my  views,  many  of  my  most 
illustrious  projects  would  perish  before 
they  could  be  carried  into  effect,  and 
be  only  the  stillborn  ofispring  of  mj 
brain.  No,  no,  Sirs  ;  I  project  and  give 
orders,  and  mjr^advisers  look  to  the 
payment.  The  money,  the  money,  my 
good  lords,  must  come  out  of  the  pock- 
ets of  my  good,  easy,  credulous,  aac) 
foolishly  generous  vassals^  who  think 
themselves  honoured  above  all  other  vas- 
sals in  being  allowed,  now  and  then,  to 
contribute  pretty  liberally  towards  the 
comforts  and  enjoyments  of  their  deputy- 
lord// 

The  visitors  lifted  up  their  hands  and 
their  eyes  in   silent   admiration  of  the 
VOL,  II.  a 
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good-natured  disposition  of  the  Fever- 
islanders,  and  in  amazementof  the  ample 
and  inexhaustible  means  they  must  pos- 
sess to  enable  them  to  honour  such  enor- 
mous draughts  upon  their  fidelity  and 
affection!  "  Good  Lord  !"  said  the  Lord 
of  Brushall,  "  one  would  think  it  im- 
possible they  could  act  so  liberally.  Me- 
thinks,  they  must  sometimes  look  a  little 
blue  at  such  expenditures." 

**  Why,  ril  tell  your  lordship/'  said 
Narcissus — *'  the  vassals  themselves,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  are  a  set  of  the  easiest 
most  simple  fellows  in  existence;  and 
would  bleed-^  that  is,  part  with  their  mo- 
ney, with  the  utmost  readiness  and  good 
temper,  on  all  occasions,  and  to  any  ex- 
tent;  but  there  are  some  few  amongst 
them  who  have  been  cursed  with  a  sort 
of  cacheihes  scribendi^  a  nasty  trouble- 
some itch  of  writings  which  sets  them  on 
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continually  to  pick  holes  in  my  actions^ 
and  by  some  means  or  other  they  have 
contrived  to  make;  great  numbers  of  the 
tenantry  dissatisfied  with  me;  and  when 
these  self-conqei ted  fellows  find  that  I 
come  upon  the  vassals  fbr  any-  fresh 
sums  of  money,  they  fall  on  my  charac- 
ter and  conduct  like  so  many  tigers, 
and  make  such  mince^meat  of  me,  that, 
by  heaven,  the  sweating  of  mind  that  I 
undergo  deserves  a  devilish  deal  more 
cash  than  I  gain  .after  alK  And  these 
scribblers  increase  every  day,  and  get  so 
very  impudent,  that  they  will  not  scru- 
ple to  attack  me  wnth  as  little  delicacy  as 
they  would  a  swindler,  swearings  that  as 
it  is  their  money  which  I  spend  from  day 
to  day,  and  as  I  am  only  in.  fact  their 
steward,  although  in  name  their  lord, 
they  have  an  undoubted  right  to  look 
into  the  manner  in  which  I  spend  what 
they  give  me,  and  to  bring  me  to  a 
•  G  2 
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debtor  and  creditor  account   for  every 
sixpence  they  advance.'* 

"  But  we  manage  these  things  better 
in  our  manors/'  replied  the  Controller ; 
"for  if  we  have  less  wealth,  we  know 
how  to  bridle  the  insolence  of  our  vas- 
sals. Cannot  you  impose  a  check  on 
this  licentiousness — upon  this  inveterate 
habit  of  calling  you  to  book  for  eVery 
action  of  your  life  ?" 

•*Alas!"  said  Narcissus-— "  what  is 
there  that  can  be  done,  whvch  I  have 
not  endeavoured  to  do  ?  I  have  pursued 
those  scribl>ling  scoundrels  from  one 
end  of  my  manor  to  the  other.  1  have 
cut  off  the  ears  of  some,  plunged  others 
into  dungeons,  and  shut  them  out  from 
all  the  wholesome  and  cheering  chari* 
ties  of  day  ;  others  I  have  borne  down 
with  immense  fines,  and  striven  to  buty 
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tbem  beneath  an,  accumulated  mass  of 
ruin  and  ignominy.  But  my  insolent 
vassals,  with  an  indecent  obstinacy  pe-» 
culiarly  their  own,  have  followed  th^m 
to  their  dungeons  and  rewarded  them 
with  smiles  and  shouts  and  other  tokens 
of  applause,  such  as  those  which  they 
heap  upon  you  ;  and  those  whom  I  have 
fined  they  have  protected  harmless,  ^nd 
p^id  for  them  the  price  of  their  redemp- 
tji<;^ :  and  they  have  uniformly  coq* 
demn^d  me  and  those  to  whom  I  have 
committed  the  power  of  punishing  my 
contumelious  vassals,'  so  that  in  casting 
up  the  balance,  I  have  found  that,  al- 
though I  have  revenged  myself  on  indi-* 
viduals,  I  sunk  myself  very  considerably 
in  the  public  opinion  ;  and  thus,  to  us# 
a  very  common  expression  in  my  manor, 
in  fact,  *  cut  off  my  nose  to  spite  my 
face/  What  more,  my  lord,  could  yow 
hav^  done  ?" 
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,  The  Controller  was  puzzled  for  a  re- 
ply. "  Let  us  proceed,  my  lord,*'  said 
he;  "you  are  certainly  the  lord  of  a 
most  independent  set  of  tenants,  and,  if 
you  consult  your  own  interests,  it  is 
plain  that  you  ought  not  to  run  too  per- 
versely against  their  inclinations/'  . 

Narcissus  then  led  his  guests  round 
his  gay  groupeof  ball-rooms  and  supper- 
rooms,  through  his  conservatories  and 
refectories,  and  a  vast  number  of  grand 
appendages  to  his  castle;  and  then 
taking  them  through  a  private  door,  into 
his  park,  he  began  to  expatiate  on  the 
singular  alterations  which  he  meditated 
there,  "Yonder,"  said  he — "  over  my 
fish-pond,  I  mean  to  erect  a  sumptuous 
bridge,  perfectly  a  Chinese  model;  I 
will  have  pagodas  and  towers,  afid  I  will 
brilliantly  illuminate  them  by  night,  and 
the   splendour  of    my   bridge    §hall  be 
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sounded,  not  Only  from  one  end  of  my 
manor  to  the  other,  but  also  round  every 
other  manor  within  a  thousand  leagues 
of  the  contrary  shore  of  Broad  ditch.'* 

*' Bravo!"  cried  the  Lord  of  Brushall 
— "  and  pray  for  what  purpose  is  yonder 
capacious  spot  of  ground  marked  out, 
and  covered  with  timber  ?*' 

"  Oh,  that,  my  lord,  is  designed  for  a 
most  splendid  fane!"  returned  Narcis- 
sus—" It  will  be  a  most  gigantic  mov- 
ing tower,  on  which  it  is  my  fntention  to 
display  a  vast  number  of  the  most  superb 
fire-works*  I  will  then,  in  miniature, 
act  over  sieges  and  storms  and  bombard- 
ments. I  will  have  all  the  horrorsjof  vvar 
in  epitome,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  thun- 
dery of  my  artillery,  I  will,  by  a  secret 
and  ingenious  contrivance,  put  an  instant 
stop  to  the  uproar,  and  succqed  it  by  b 
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brilliant  descripti<m  of  peace. — What  say 
your  lordships  to  this  design  ?  It  is  en- 
tirely and  exclusively  my  own/' 

"Illustrious  as  its  inventor!'*  ex- 
claimed the  Controller.  Lady  Longbon- 
net,  who  bad  just  come  up  in  time  to 
hear  the  h^t  declaration,  joined  in  the 
warm  praises  bestowed  by  her  brother 
and  the  Lord  of  Brushall ;  and  Narcissus 
fek  himself  in  ims^nation  as  high  above 
iiis  lordly  visitors  as  Michael  and  Ga- 
briel, tbe  celel^rated  archangels,  were 
supposed  to  be  superior  to  the  common 
^oupe  of  angels.  *^And  the  most 
splendid  room  in  yon  stately  temple,** 
iaid  he,  taking  the  fair  hand  of  her  la- 
dyship, *'  I  dedicate  to  thee,  sweet  love- 
liness ;  and,  in  compliment  to  thy 
charms,  the  edifice  shall  be  called  the 
Temple  6f  Venus ;  and  more  honoured^ 
will  it  be  than  those  which  the  ancients 
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erected  to  their  goddasv  of  beauty^  fo? 
here  will  my  divinity  herself  be  preaent, 
to  add  a  grace,  a  dignity,  and  a  lustre, 
to  the  sacred  shrine  !'' 

Lady  Longboi) net  smiled  most  unut* 
terable  things  in  return  for  this  very 
ip[i posing  compliment ;  and,  indeed^  her 
ladyship  could  scarce  do  less  than  imi-^ 
tate  the  kindness  of  that  Goddess  to 
whom  Narcissus  had  compared  her  in 
beauty.  *^  Alas  !  my  lord,"  said  she, 
throwing  a  vast  deal  of  signification  int^ 
her  words  and  her  looks  ;  "  you  know 
well  how  to  command  the  powers  of  lan- 
guage. I  am  little  U9ed  to  these  flat- 
teries, and  you  must  attribute  it  to  my 
ignorance,  and  not  to  my  inclination,  that 
I  forbear  to  make  fli  suitable  return/'— 
As  she  said  this,  she  gave  to  Narcissus  a 
benignant  squeeze  of  the  band,  which 
in  stronger  langui^e  tbao  the  toogu^ 
G  6 
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could  convey,  flattered   his   pride   and 
affection. 

^  The  colloquy  of  looks,  and  squeezes, 
iind  sighs,  were  seen  by  the  Controller ; 
and  as  they  had  now  returned  through 
the  private  door,  and  were  once  more  in 
the  garden,  he  drew  the  Lord  of  Brushall 
on  one  side,  and  leading  him  through  a 
different  path,  left  his  sister  and  Nar- 
cissus together  to  pursue  their  wooings, 
uninterrupted  by  the  presence  of  those 
who  would  have  operated  as  a  restraint 
upon  the  freedom  of  their  intercourse. 

Narcissus  saw  the  design  of  his  visi- 
tors, and  determined  not  to  let  slip  an 
opportunity  so  favourable  to  his  wishes. 
Gently  taking  the  hand  of  Lady  Long- 
bonnet,  he  drew  her  arm  within  his  own, 
s^nd,  leading  her  to  an  elegant  and  re- 
tired>eat,  under  a  spacious  awning,   he 
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placed  her  on  the  couch,  and  seated 
himselT  by  her  side,  delicately  pressed 
her  hand  to  his  lips,  andventuied  to 
whisper  in  her  ear  the  tender  tale  of 
affection  hith<^rto  untold  !  *'  Loveliest ! 
sweetest  !  nnost  exalted  of  women  !" 
said  he  ;  *'  Narcissus  looks  to  thee  ipr  all 
which  can  render  life  estimable,  for  all 
his  future  hopesand  joys  ;  and  humbly 
lays  himself,  his  dignity,'  his  manor,  his 
vassals,  and  all  he  can  command,  at  the 
feet  of  her  whom  he  adores  \" 

Her  ladyship  hid  her  face  for  a  mo«> 
ment,  but  resisted  not  the  renewed  st^ 
lute  of  her  hand  which  succeeded .  thi> 
eloquent  and  melting  effluence  of  soul. 
For  some  moments,  however,  she  failed 
to  find  words  to  give  expression  to  her 
feelings,  and  when  at  length  reluctant 
language  came,  it  came  hesitatingly,  as 
though  dragged    forth    rather    by    the 
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gmergfency  of  the  occasion,  than  in-* 
stifB^ed  by  ady  voluotary  impulse.-— 
"  My  tiord — I  am  sensible — that  is— I 
ptpopcrly  feel— the  value  of  your  lord- 
ship's condescension.  I  will  candidly 
confess,  my  lord — that  your  graces,  and 
inattners,  and  the  qualities  I  have  dis- 
covered in  you,  have,  given  you  a  high 
l^lace  in  my  affections — that  is  in  my 
esteem — which  I  shall  always  be  anxious 
to  acknowledge/' 

Narcissus  could  scarcely  wait  for  the 
lermi  nation  of  the  sentence,  before, 
oatcbiog  her  ladyship  in  hia  arms,  be 
iidpreaaed  a  dozen  kisses  on  her  lips^ 
with  an  ardour  well  calculated  to  alarm 
her,  and  broke  out  intq  a  most  incoherent 
rhapsody,  full  of  gratitude  for  the  paat 
and  promise  for  the  future. 

Her  ladyship  listened  and  believed  all 
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he  said,  and,  if  the  listening  breeze  tells 
the  truth,  they  interchanged  their  pro- 
testations of  fidelity  on  the  spot,  and 
agreed  that  Lady  Longbonnet  should 
leave  the  manor  with  her  brother,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  short  visit 
to  her  family,  while  NsHrcissus  and 
his  advisers  endeavoured  to  break  the 
ties  which  bound  him  to  the  luckless 
Germania.  This  plan  arranged,  the 
lovers,  happy  in  each  other's  promises, 
joined  the  Controller  add  the  Lord  of 
Brushall,  and  proceeded  to  take  a  share 
in  the  noble  edtei'tainme^t  which  was 
{Prepared  for  them  iti  the  castle,  and  to 
cement  the  yotrng  affection  by  tngpiting 
libations  of  the  richei^t  vfonds  which  the 
wealth  of  the  manor  Could  procure. 
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CHAPTER    XVII. 

JOiscuisiont  in  the  Council  of  Vassals  respecting 
Germania — The  Opinions  and  Independence  of 
Tarnyou  and  Brownloaf—The  Flummery  and 
Assurance  of  Cald^ragh,  and  the  ultimate  Dis* 
posal  of  the  Business, 

l.HE  correspondence  between  Puggilla 
and  Germania,  in  which  the  former  had 
desired  the  latter  never  again  to  come  to 
her  parties,  had  caused  no  slight  noise 
nor  confusion  throughout  the  manor; 
and  in  the  council  of  tenants  there  was 
much  discussion  respecting  it.  One 
Melthume  rose  in' the  assembly  of  the 
manor,   and   demanded    that    the   lord 
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should  n6  longer  interfere  to  prevent  re- 
spect and  homage  from  being  paid  to  the 
wife  of  his  choice,  and  attempted  to  in- 
duce the  other  tenants  to  agree  with 
him  in  a  recommendation  to  Narcissus 
to  behave  better  to  her  for  the  future, 
and  to  take  measdres  immediately  to 
make  Puggilla  receive  her  at  her  castle, 
at  her  next  public  party.  The  rest  of 
the  tenantry  seemed  very  well  disposed 
to  support  Melthume  in  his  proposal, 
when  the  friends  of  Narcissus  begged  of 
them  to  postpone  all  consideration  of 
the  subject  for  a  few  days,  trusting  that 
it  was  very  likely  some  arrangements 
might,  in  the  mean* time,  be  made,  to  do 
away  the  cause  of  the  coillplaint,  and  the 
vgroUnd  of  the  proposed  proceeding  alto- 
gether. Now,  in  common  understand- 
ing, this  might  appear  to  intimate  that 
Puggilla  and  Narcissus  were  very  much 
inclined  to  alter  their  opinions  as  to  the 
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excIusioD  of  Gennania  from  tU  tbe  pftr* 
ties  of  her  mother-io4aw^  and  accord- 
ingly  so  it  was  interpreted  by  a  great 
many  of  the  vasaals,  who  anxiously 
looked  every  morniog  to  find  some  or- 
der issued  for  the  adoiission  of  Germa* 
nia  to  the  parties*  The  more  sagaciouSi 
or  better  informed,  however,  thought 
otherwise,  and  boldly  said  that  the  ad* 
visefs  of  Narcissus  only  sought  to  put 
off  the  discussion  of  the  business  from 
day  to  day,  by  means  of  false  promises 
and  unsound  protestations,  until  the 
Qoble  visitors  should  have  taken  their 
departure  from  the  manor,  and  that,  as 
soon  as  their  backs  were  turned^  they 
woilld  begin  to  equivocate,  to  shuffle 
from  all  they  had  said,  and  to  snap  their 
fingere  in  the  faces  of  those  who  advo- 
cated Germania's  cause. 

Of  the  Dumber  of  thoae  who  hdkl  this 
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latter  opinion  were  Broggva  aad  Browri- 
loaf,  and  OK^  TurnyoU,  who  was  a  very 
keen  ready  reckoner,  having  dabbled 
much  in  accoonts,  and  being  usually 
called  as  clever  a  fellow  at  adding  up  a 
column  of  fractions  as  any  person  the 
manor  could  produce.  But  jt  was  not 
only  to  fractions  in  figures  that  his  abi- 
lity extended,  for  he  was  withal  to  the 
fbll  as  clever  in  finding  out  fraction^  in 
the  conduct  of  Narcissus  and  his  friends, 
^nd  when  he  did  discover  them,  he  knew 
pretty  well  how  to  make  the  most  of 
them.  This  tenant  had  united  himself 
to  the  two  others  to  whom  we  have  al- 
luded, with  a  full  and  vigorous  determi^ 
nation  to  defend  all  the  rights  and  privi. 
leges  of  German i a,  as  long  as  he  could 
exercise  his  tongue,  and  in  despite  of  all 
the  interested  and  malig^nant  opposition 
which  he  anticipated.  His  talents  ren- 
dered him  an  object  of  apprehension  to 
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thos(B  whose  measures  he  opposed  ;  for, 
as  they  had  recently-  had  but  a  limited 
portion  of  wisdom  on  their. side,  they 
were  particularly  vulnerable  to  their 
acute  and  discerning  opponents.  His 
promptitude  of  observation,  also,  was 
equalled  if  not  excelled  by  the  sharpness 
of  his  tongue,  and  the  manly  indepen- 
dence of  his  spirit,  which  possessed  the 
power  of  awing  before  it  silenced,  and 
of  silencing  even  where  it  had  not  yet 
convinced.  Such  was  the  individual 
who  had  joined  himself  to  Broggam  and 
Brownloaf,  and  who,  when  the  measure 
of  delaying  the  discussion  was  proposed, 
exclaimed,  ''  I  would  not  consent  to  the 
delay  of  a  moment;  for  every  moment 
which  passes  over  Germania's  unredress- 
ed wrongs  adds  materially  to  the  insults 
which  have  b^en  offered  tocher,  and  con* 
veys  a  still  but  cutting  censure  on  the 
'jiikewarmness  of  her  advocates.      It  is 
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never  too  early  to  redress  injuries;  it 
is  never  too  soon  to  bind  up  the  wounds 
of  innocence,  inflicted  by  the  poisoned 
arrows  of  malignity," 

The  advisers  of  Narcissus,  however, 
still  continued  determined  to  resist  the 
hurrying  forward  of  the  business  for  the 
present ;  they  contended  that  they  had 
a  right  to  expect  the  courtesy  they 
asked,  and  that  certain  arrangements 
being  most  assuredly  in  progress,  it  was 
but  just  that  su^fficient  time  for  their 
conTpletion  should  be  allowed.  At  the 
same  time  they  argued  against  any  pre- 
tended right  which  Germania  might  ima- 
gine that  she  possessed,  of  admission  to 
Puggilla's  parties ;  contending  that  if 
such  a  privilege  were  to  be  allowed,  it 
would  be  granted  as  a  matter  of  kind- 
ness, and  not  as  if  it  were  called  for  by 
necessity.     They  censured  the  indecent 
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anxiety  which  the  more  independent 
part  of  the  tenants  displayed  respecting 
the  condition  of  Gernjtania,  and  attach- 
ed to  their  measures  and  their  motions 
a  language  full  of  anger  and  invective, 
denominating  them  fectious,  dissatis- 
fied, and  hostile  to  the  wishes  of  Nar- 
cissus, and  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
manor,  and  declaring  that  they  were 
always  on  the  look-out  for  some  handle 
on  which  their  malignity  might  take  hold 
for  the  purpose  of  exciting  dissensions 
throughout  the  manor,  and  of  sowing 
misunderstandings  between  lord  and 
tenant. 

To  these  charges  and  assertions  Turn- 
you  replied,  that  the  only  enemies  to  the 
peace  of  Narcissus  and  the  welfare  of 
the  manor  were  those  who  created  and 
cheri&hed  domestic  feuds  in  the  family 
of  the  lord«  who  endeavoured  to  £isteA 
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ba^e  and  unfounded  caluomies  u{>on  the 
character  of  Germania^  thus  wickedly 
slandering  her  who  ought  to  have  been 
considered  sacred  in  their  bands,  and 
who  had  a  legitimate  right  to  their  sup- 
port instead  of  their  persecution.  He 
declared  that  nothing  which  malice  could 
ascribe  to  him  would  induce  him  to  re- 
lax in  his  defence  of  injured  innocience^ 
and  bitterly  complained  that  these  were 
cot  merely  times  of  wanton  and  unau- 
thorized extravagance,  but  of  violent 
and •  outn^eous  persecution;  and  that 
such  was  the  character,  and  such  the 
example  of  the  lord  and  his  advisers, 
that,  throughout  the  vassals  vice  and 
virtue  weuld  henceforward  be  confound- 
ed in  their  nature,  and  that  wickedness, 
as  it  was  encouraged  in  the  castle  and 
among  the  higher  orders  of  the  tenantry, 
woiild  diffuse  itself  from  the  fountain 
through  the  v^ious  channels  which  ran 
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through  the  inferior  classes  of  the  peo*- 
ple. 

Brog^am  and  Brownloaf  ^♦armly  sup- 
ported this  argument,,  the  latter  declar- 
ing, that  the  higher  orders  of  the  te- 
nantry presented  to  view-  neither  more 
nor  less  than  one  huge  sink  of  iniquity, 
and  that  the  characteir  of  the  deputy- 
lord'was  more  tarnished  by  his  domestic 
misconduct  than  even  by  the  errors  he 
committed  in  his  management  of  the 
estate.  Upon  his  advisers,  however,  all 
the  responsibility  would  attach  ;  it  was 
their  backs  which  muHt  support  the  bur- 
den of  the  impolitic  schemes  which  had 
been  carried  on,  and  the  mischievous 
consequences  which  might,  and  in  all 
probability  would,  ensue.  For  his  part 
he  declared,  weak  though  he  was  in  in- 
fluence, he  felt  strong  in  the  justice  of 
the  cause  which  he  advocated,'  and  he 
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now  and  at  all  times,  would  enter  his  most 
decided  protest  .against  any  thing  like 
a  compromise  of  the  legitimate  rights 
ofGermania,  or  a  procrastination  of  the 
justice  due  to  her. 

Broggam  with  equal  fervor,  opposed 
the  delay  of  a  subject  of  so  much  im- 
pgrtahce,  but  notwithstanding  their  elo- 
quence, Mejthume  was  induced  to  post- 
pone his  demand  of  a  recognition  of 
Germania's  claims  to  the  privileges  of 
her  high  rank,  bowing,  as  he  said  he  did, 
to  the  wishes  of  those  who  w^re  bette/ 
practised  in  the  mode  of  urging  for^ 
ward  matters  of  this  high  importance 
than  himself^  iand  who  recommended  it 
to  him  to  alter  the  shape  of  his  pro- 
position, and  to  bring  it  forward  again 
in  a  more  regular,  and,  consequently, 
Iqss  objectionable  form,  declaring'  that 
they  were  disposed  to  give   him    every 
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support  wbeftever  tbey  could  be  enabled 
to  do  so,  without  inguring  their  own 
.views  or  the  consisteticy  of  their  public 
conduct.  'Melthuine  submitted  to  the 
force  of  these  observati9ns,  and  declared 
himself  willing  to  delay  any  further  pro- 
ceedings for  the  space  of  two,  days,  in 
order  to  give  to  the  advisers  of  Nar- 
ciwus  and  Puggilla  time  to  revise  their 
conduct,  and  to  make  some  arrangement 
ibr  the  satisfaction  of  Germania. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time  ap- 
pointed, an  interval  of  much  anxiety  to 
the  Fever-islanders,  who,  to  a  man,  were 
dispMed  to  take  •Jk:fa  a  very  active  part 
in  the  vindication  of  the  l^ady  Germa- 
nia,  Melthiime  again  rose  in  the  assem- 
bly,  and  said  that  as  .  no  steps  had  been 
taken  to  bis  knowledge,  for  the  wielio- 
ration  of  the  condition  of  Lady  Ger- 
mania,  b«  was  determ«e4  unless  som^ 
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dolid  reasons  could  be  advanced  to  di- 
vert him  from  his  intention,  to  proceed 
immediatetj  with  the  demand  which  he 
had  submitted  on  a  former  evening  to 
the  notice  of  the  council,  and  which  he 
had  foolishly  consented  to  procrastinate^ 
against   the  Wishes  and  suggestions  of  . 
those  whom  subsequent  circumstances 
had  proved  to  be  better  judges  of  ttje 
buskiess  than  himseif.  He  was  resolved, 
however,  if  ik>  steps  had  privately  beerf 
adopted  to  do  away  with  the  ground  of 
the  motion,  to  persevere  then,  and  ncyt  to 
stop  short,  until  he  had  compeHed  the  ad- 
visers of  Narcissus  to  produce  evidence 
to  prove  Germania  unworthy  of  the^pro- 
tection  of  the  manor,  or  had  replaced 
her  character  on   that    elevation   upon 
which  it  once  stood,  the  admiration  of 
the  world,  and  the  pride  and  glory  of  the 
tenantry^  over  whom  she  was  called  hi* 
ther  to  preside. 

VOL.  II.  H 

Digitized  by  VjOt)Q  IC 


.146         A  MOKm  iw  TowWi 

Upon Jhis, :  up  ¥6se  CaWeragli,  one  of 
the.  advisers; of  Narci(||ius,  a  most  self- 
conceited  youth,  whoi  by  means  of  his 
assurancei  and  a  variety  of  other  analo- 
gous qualifications,  had  risen  very  high, 
of  late,  in  the  good  opinion  of  his  lord, 
and  was  indeed  his  public  fac  toium^ 
and  the  mouth-piece  through  which  he 
conveyed  all  his  sentiments  and  deter- 
minations to  the  vassals.  This  man 
had  been  so  accustomed  to  rebujffs  and 
reproofs,  that  he  was  grown  quite  cal- 
lous to  their  blows,  insomuch  that,  in- 
stead of  bruising  or  injuring  his  feelings, 
they  recoiled  from  him  like  a  Jives-batl 
from  a  brick  building.  Indeed,  he  wa^so 
careless  of  them  now,  that  he  would  not 
shrink  from  them,  but  as  they  Hew  thick 
and  ihree-folddiKonxiA  him,  u^ed  to  smile 
with  the  utmost  contempt  and  indif- 
ference at  the  futility  of  their  efforts 
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who  were  so  silly  as  to  waste  their  pow- 
der andshot  upon  him* 

Up  rOse  this  mass  of  importance  and 
vanity,  and  began  to  assume  very  high 
airs  and  a  very  lofty  tone.  He  won- 
dered very  much  what  business  the  te- 
nantry had  with  the  domestic  affairs  of 
Narcissus  ;  or  why,  because  he  chose 
to  quarrel  with  his  wife,  they,  forsooth, 
must  interfere  between  man  and  woman, 
and  by  .their  ridiculous  atteinpt  to  patch 
up  the  breach,  only  widen  it  and  make 
it  more  irreparable.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive why  the  vassals  made  a  point  of 
leaving  their  wits  .outside  the  door, 
wheneVier  they  came  into  the  council- 
room, and  he  was  very  certain  they  did 
so,  or  they  would  never  make  it  their 
constant  aim  to  pull  down  the- character 
of  their  lord  and  his  advisers.  As  to 
Germania,  she  had  no  right  ^t  all,   she 

h2  . 
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had  nothing  in  the  world  but  her  che^ 
mise,  as  was  the  case  with  every  other 
married  woman,  and  whatever  might  be 
given  to  her,  it   would  solely  emanate 
from  the  liberal  spirit  which  always  ac- 
tuated  her  illustrious  husband,  on  all  oc- 
casions.    As  to  the  pai^ties  of  PuggiUa, 
the  had   no  business  there  without  aB 
invitation^  and,  whatever  she  or  the  va9^ 
sals  might  think  of  it,  there  she  woukl 
not  be  admitted^  and  this  was  to  I^e  ua^ 
derstood  as  a  final  answer.     If  she  kfid 
a  wish  fox  a  little  more  money  to  live 
upon,  there  was  no  sort  of  objection  to 
increase  her  income,   although)   like  an 
extravagapt  woman,   she  had  run  her 
husband  into  debt   once  or  twice^  to  a 
pretty  heavy   amount,  and  he  had   dk^ 
charged  the  demands  upon  her,   but  he 
wasdetermmed  to  put  a  notice  in  all  the 
newspapers,  warning  the  vassajs  not  to 
trust  her,  on  his  account,  for  he  would 
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no  longer  be  responsible  for  her  debts* 
And  having  said  all  this,  which  he  had 
said  indeed  out  of  courtesy,  for  the 
council  had  no  business  to  expect  so* 
much,  he  should  sit  himself  down  in  his 
place. 

As  soon  as  he  had  done,  he  imme* 
diately  acted  upon  the  wise  resolution 
with  which  he  had  concluded,  and  sat 
himself  down  without  ceremony,  while 
Brownloaf,  who,  for  some  time,  had 
been  scarcely  able  to  master  his  indig- 
nation at  the  contemptuous  mode  of 
speech  adopted  by  Calderagh,  got  up, 
dnd  began  to  assault  the  consequential 
youth  with  the  utmost  boldness  and  de- 
cision, maintaining  that  Germania  bad 
rights  and  privileges  which  ought  to  have 
protected  her  from  the  indecent  scurri- 
lity with  which  her  name  had  just  been 
mentioned.  He  supposed,  however, 
that  Calderagh  had   his  cue,    and  was 
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not  only  sanctioned  in  his  impertinence, 
but  perhaps  rewarded  for  it.     He  him- 
self protested  against  giving  a  sum  of 
money  to  Germania  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bribing  her  to  silence  respecting 
her  own  feelings  and  expectations. '  She 
would,  sooner  or  later,  become  the  lady 
of  the   manor,  and    then,  perhaps,  the 
worthy  tenant  who,  had  just  treated  her 
so     unceremoniously    would    be    very 
anxious  toeat  his  own.  words.  If  not^  he 
neither  envied  him  his  gallantry  nor  his 
generosity,  for  they  ^Y^re  neither  of  them 
very  valuable.      He  hoped    Melthume 
would  now  go  through  the  business,  and 
that  by  their  decision,  the  council  would 
prove  to  Narcissus  and  to  the  manor, 
that  they  were  determined  not  to  allow 
ducks  and  drakes  to  be  made  of  the  cha- 
racter of  a  virtuous  lady  of  the  first  rank, 
who,  independent  of  her  high  situation, 
as  a  stranger  was  entitled  to  their  pro« 
tection.  .    . 
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Melthiime  listened  mdre  attentively  to 
Calderagh  than  to  Browloaf^  and  inti- 
mated, that  if  he  were  certain  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  Narcissus  to  increase  the 
allowance  of  Germania,  he  might  pro-^ 
bably  Jbe  induced  again  to  consent  to  a 
postponement^  notwithstanding  all  the 
very  excellent  arguments  of  the  latter 
gentleman ;  for  he  thought,  that  by 
giving  her  more  money,  Narcissus  would 
conyinjce  the  worl;!  that,  although  he 
might  have  no  objeciiori  if  she  were  gone 
to  another  world,  he  did  not  absolutely 
desire  nor  design  publicly  to  starve  her 
to  death.     He  therefore  begged^  of  Cal- 

was  purposed  to  be  done,  and  he  would 
then  come  to  some  decision  as  to  what 
he  would  do, 

Calderagh  answered,  that  be  was 
commanded  to  say,   that  Narcissus  in- 
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tended  to  augment  Germania's  income 
next  week,  provided  her  friends^  as 
they  called  tbeo^el^es,  did  not  bother 
him  with  any  resolutions,  nor  addresses, 
nor  remonstrances,  while  the  lordly  visi- 
tors, who  had  honoured  his  castle  with 
their  presence  condescended  to  stay 
upon  the  manor.  The  moment  their 
backs  should  be  turned,  he  pledged  him- 
self to  come  forward  with  a  very  band* 
some  proposition  on  the  subject ;  and 
this  was  all  b^  could  at  present  say  to 
the  council  about  it. 

Upon  this  Melthume,   who,  it  seems, 

■»r^o    A^  Loo±  o.     prynr    irrpsolutp,     unstable 

sort  of  a  chap,  consented  to  put  oflf  his 
demands  for  a  few  days  longer  ;  and 
with  this  decision  Calderagh  expressed 
liimself  very  well  satisfied  :  and  here  the 
matter  dropped  for  the  present. 
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CHAPTER   XVIII. 

In  which  the  Author  infroduces  two  Ladies  of 
great  Fashion  and  Influence  in  the  Manor,  and 
detaihth  a  curious  Conversation  which  they 
held  mth  Ltidy  Longbonn4t. 

Lady  Longbonnet  had  made  up  her 
mmd  to  give  a  grand  party  in  honour 
of  the  Ladies:  Jerry  and  Heartshallow, 
whom  Narcissus  had  introduced  to  her 
as  ladies  of.much  wit  and  attraction,  and 
whose  society  he  wished  her  ladyship  to 
cultivate.  Now,  gentle  reader,  it  may, 
perhaps,  have  suggested  itself  to  the^, 
H  5 
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before  I  give  thee  an  insight  into  their 
charaoters,  that,  although  these  favoured 
females  might  possibly  be  two  of  the 
most  amiable  and  virtuous  beings  which 
could  be  selected  out  of  the  female  part 
of  the  tenantry,  they  had  not  the  public 
reputation  of  being  a  bit  better  than 
they  ought  to  be.  It  was  very  broadly 
insinuated  among  the  vassals,  that  it  was 
owing  entirely  to  the  vile  intrigues  of 
the  former,*  that  Narcissus  had  sent  Ger- 
mania  oqt  or  his  castle,  and  had  conse- 
quently  pursued  her  with  such  unchang- 
ing inveteracy  ;  and,  as  to  the  latter,  the 
same  scandalous  lady, :  called  common 
Rumour,  did  most' loudly  and  solemnly 
aver,  that  jshe;  had  very  kindly  taken 'the 
place  of- Germania,  in.  order  to  .di^ive 
away  cares  from  .the.b.osom  of  Narcis- 
sus by  day,  and  ugly  dreams  from  bis 
brains  by  night;  and  if  so,  she  was  a 
lady  of  extraordinary  charity,  and  did 
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indeed  well   mjerit  his  favours  and  re- 
gard. 

To  these  two  ladies  he  had  imparted 
his  intentions  with  regard  to  Lady  Long- 
bonnet,  and,  no  sooner  did  they  under- 
stand the  probability  that  she  might  at 
some^future4ime  become  their  mistress, 
than  their  eyes  were  immediately  open- 
ed to  their  own  interest ;  for  there  was 
in  all  classes  of  society  throughout  the 
manor,  and  in  both  sexes,  an  astonish-- 
ing  propensity  to  court  acquaintance 
with  those,  from  whom  they  might  hope 
to  derive  benefit.  Thesefemales  instant- 
ly determined  not  to  lose  a  moment  in 
paying  their  respects  in  a  quarter  which 
held  but  $uch  promising  prospects^  eis- 
pecially  as  Narcissus  had  hinted  that 
their  attentions  to  the  illustrious  stran- 
ger would  be  an  acceptable  tribute  to 
himself.    When  great  nien    drop  such 
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bints  as  these,  it  is  astonishing^  with  what 
assiduity  inferior  personages  understand 
and  act  upon  them ;  scarcely  two  hours 
bad  elapsed  after  this  expression  of  the 
withes  of  Narcissus,  before  the  Ladies 
Jerry  and  Heartshallow  wqre  mouDted 
ia  their  gayest  carriages  and  on  their 
road  to  the  residence  of  Lady  L(Mig« 
bonnet. 

Her  ladyship  was  well  informed  of  the 
.rank  and  charaeter  of  hen  yi9il;ants>  and 
therefore  gare  tkesi  a  vei^  gracious  re* 
ceptson,  in  ofd^r  that  she  might  fafours^ 
Uy  impress  her  own  image:  upon  tbeif 
breasts^  fot  she  very  probably  recoHbct* 
ed  what  mischiefs  had  accrnedt  to  pO€^ 
Germania  from  not  halving  sufficieiitly 
pleased  the  one^  a«)d  she  doubtless  did 
not  forget  the  infl^ienoe  whicb^  the  othet 
possessed'  over  Narcissui^  and  tfaes«  se&i* 
timentsipiobabfy  iegniat»lf  her  conduct. 
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Bless  me!**  ctied  Heattsballow, 
**yotir  ladyship  looks  quite  elegant  this 
morning.  Has  your  ladyship  hesu-d  the 
news  to-day?" 

To  which  her  ladyship  replying  in  the 
negative,  the  talkative  Heartshallow  re- 
commenced. **  Good  Lord,  my  dear  Lady 
Longbonnet,  why  that  little  saucy  minx, 
Lady  Charlotte,  has  behaved  so  extremely 
ill  to  Lady  Puggilla,  that  I  can't  teM 
how^  the  businesis  will  end.  Really  my 
feelings  were  so  monstrously  shocked 
when  I  first  heard  it,  that  J  was  obUgsd 
to  fly  to  nry  eats^  de  hiee  for  support  ui»- 
derit.*^ 

**  EaudeluceP'  exclaimed  Lady  Jerry, 
'^  why,  my  (fear  Lady  Heartehallbw,  I 
absolutely  evap&rated  a  whote  half-pint 
beftwe  1  aouW  compose  myself/* 
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,  Lady  Longbonnet  stared  with  evident 
(Symptoms  of  surprize^whileHeartshalbw 
went  on.  "  Now,  my  lady,  as  I  have 
had  the  account  from  the  very  best  au- 
thority, if  you  will  allow  me  the  distin- 
guished honour  of  communicating  it  to 
your  ladyship,  I  shall  fqel  most  sensi- 
biy :      -        , 

"  Not  aiword,  not  a  word,  ;  of  obliga- 
tion,'my  dear  La^y' HeartshjaJlQ^'^,."  in- 
terrulpted*  Lady  [Lpngbonnet,  //none 
can.ddubtlthe  authe,pticity  of  your  infor- 
mation. Thfe  first  official  organ,  I  am 
sure,  is  not  half  such  good  authority  as 
your  ladjship's  simple  and  unsupported 
word  of  honour/' 

"  Lord^  how  elegant.!'*  cried  Heart- 
shallow,  hiding  her  face  for  a  moment 
with  her  handkerchief,  **  well,  I  protest, 
my  lady,  you  do  so  far  exceed  us  Fever- 
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islanders  in  your  politenfess,  that  I  feel 
myself  at  an  immeasurable  distance,  be- 
hind you  ;  but,  my  lady,  I  shall  make 
short  of  my  story.  Lady  Puggilla,  who 
is  ,the  gentlest,  tenderest,  kindest  lady 
in  the  world,  except  your  ladyship, 
merely  went  to  ask  Lady  Charlotte  why 
it  was  she  took  it  into  her  head  to  give 
poor  young  Orangograft  his  dismi^al  all 
in  a  moment  without  any  notice ;  and  a 
very  proper  question  I  ,think  it  was." 

.    '        T      ?      •     .      -  •       ...  -    .      ,       •  ,.   *     J* 

i  "  Oh,  very  proper  indeed  !?  exclaimed 
Lady  Longbonnet,^ moving! her  chair  a 
little  nearer  to  Heartshallow,' ."  mighty 
proper  indeed  !     Well,  and  what  then  ?" 

*',  I  was  going  to  »tell  your  ladyship 
what  followed,';,  resiiined  Heartshallow. 
**No  sooner  had 'Lady  Puggilla  ask- 
ed the  question,  in  her  most  gracious 
manner,  than  Lady  Charlotte's  face  grew 
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red  as  a  fire  coal,  and  putting  her  arras 
akimbo^  so  as  tbi»,  said  she,  "  I  shall 
not  tell  you  my  reasons,  you  «»ay  de- 
pend upon  J  t,  my  lady  ;  for,  you  are  no- 
tbing  better  tban  an  eaves  dropper  and  a 
taJe- bearer,  and  you  bave  no  business  to 
trouble  yourself  at  all  about  my  afiairs^ 
and  my  liking  and  disliking,  for  I  am  de- 
termined to  give  you  no  sort  of  satisfac- 
tory answer/' 

"  Amazing  assurance !"  cried  Lady 
Longbonnet.  "  And  what  in  the  world 
could  Lady  Puggilla  say  to  all  these  viru- 
lent and  shameful  insults  !'' 

'*  1*11  tell  your  ladyship — When  Lady 
Charlotte  finished.  Lady  Puggilla,  of 
course,  was  very  much  agitated,  as  y<m€ 
ladyship  olr  I  should  have  been  at  such 
strange  and  impertinent  behaviour^  and 
absolutely  fell  backwards*  iBto  a«  chak^ 
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on  which  Lady  Charlotte  went  to  the 
side-board,  and — — ." 

"  Excuse  me,  my  dearHeartshallow," 
interrupted  Lady  Jerry,  ^'  I  think  it  was 
to  her  work-table  that  Lady  Charlotte 
went  for  the  '/^ 

**  Your  pardon,  Jerry,  it  was  the  side- 
board, for  I  have  it  from  such  excellent 
authority,  that  I  am  sure  I  cannot  possr- 
bly  be  mistaken  on  the  subject.  Lady 
Charlotte  went  to  the  sideboard,  my 
lady,  and  snatched  up  a  glass  of  water^ 
and,  instead  of  applying  it  in  a  gentle^ 
filial-like  kind  of  way,  would  your  lady- 
ship believft  it  \  she  absolutely  dashed 
the  wbole  of  it  into  Lady  Puggilla's  face, 
whom  she  thought  quite  gone  beyond 
hearing  or  feeling,  and  cried  out  in  a 
low  voice,  "there,  you  good-for-no- 
thing old  woman,   take  that,  and  learn 
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to  trouble  yourself  with  my  business 
iagain !"  •  ^ 

"I  am  absolutely  thunderstruck  !*' 
cried  Lady  Langbonnet.  "  I  never  in  my 
life  heard  of  any  violence  to  come  up  to 
this^ — Go  on,  my  lady/* 

■  '"Lady  Puggilla  was  not  so  insensible 
but  she  could  hear  what  ^followed  this 
violent  assault,  and  '>  she  immediately 
jumped  up,  thinking  she  should  be  mur- 
dered in  a  minute,  and  caught  hold  of 
the  arrns  of  Lady  Charlotte,  wiith  no  other 
intention  than  to  prevent  further  mis- 
chief, and  cried  out  very  loudly  for  as- 
sistance, but  no  one  camer which  plain- 
ly shows  that  it  was  a  conspiracy  to  in- 
sult her  ladyship  ;  but  Lady  Charlotte 
being  stronger  than  Lady  Puggilla  ex- 
tricated her  arms,  and  fetching  the  good 
old  lady  a  ■    ,  desired  her  to  walk 
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aboilt  her  business,  without  any,  further 
delay,  for  that  she. had  no  wish  to  l-e- 
ceiye  visits  from  persons  who  only  wish- 
ed to  pry  into  her  secrets  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  her  naischief."       .  .       . 

V  Now,  pdy  dear ,  Lady,  Longbonnet/' 
exclaimed.  Lady  Jerry,  as  Heartshallow 
threw  herself  on  the  sofa  to  recover  her- 
self after  the  fatigue  of  telling  such  a 
monstrously  shocking  story,  "did  you 
ever  hear  of  any  conduct  so  shameful 
and  so  degrading  as  this  of  that  young 
virago,  Lady  Charlotte  ?"  ^ 

*<- Never,  I  protest,''  exclaimed  Lady 
Longbonnet.  "  I  declare  I  am  more 
shocked  at  the  relation  than  ever  I  was 
at  any  circumstance  in  my  life  before. 
But  what  in  the  world  could  induce  her 
to  throw  off  all  respect  and  decency  ia 
this  sort  of  way  I  cannot  conceive  !** 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


164  A   MOKTH    IN  TOWN. 

"  Oh,  ray  lady,*'  returned  Jerry, 
"there  is  no  difficulty  in  that  at  all. 
Your  ladyship  must  know  that  there  has 
been  a  great  coolness  for  some  time,  be- 
tween Lady  Puggilla  and  that  artful  Ger- 
mania,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  lat- 
ter has  been  pretty  well  poisoning  the 
mind  of  her  daughter  against  the  wor^^ 
thy,  good  old  lady,  and  I  should  not  won- 
der a  bit,  for  my  part,  if  the  mother  and 
daughter  have  hot  been  plotting  this  in- 
sult for  a  long  time,  and  only  waited  for 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  For  my  part,  I  don't  won- 
der at  any  thing  they  do,  and  all  my  sur- 
prize is^  that  Lady  Puggilla  contrived  to 
get  off  with  so  little  injury  as  she  did." 

**  'Tis  all  true,  I  assure  your  lady- 
ship,'* added  Heartshallow,  "  Jerry  and  I 
talked  it  all  over  veryiearly  this  morning, 
and  the  more  I  think  of  it,  the  more 
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I  am  convinced  that  this  wicked  Germa- 
nia  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  trans- 
action ;  Lord,  your  ladyship  does  not 
know  that  woman." 

**  i  am  lost  in  astonishment !"  replied 
Lady  Longbonnet,-  "  for  I  had  reaUy 
sometimes  thought  GcFmiani a  a  very  un- 
fortunate and  persecuted  woman,  and 
moro  than  once  or  twice  I  do  assure  yoa 
I  have  been  very  sincerely  disposed  to 
commiserate  her  situation.'* 

*'  Commiserate  !"  exclaimed  both  the 
ladies  in  a  breath,  and  after  a  moment's 
pause,  J^rry  giving  precedence  to  Heart- 
shallow,  the  latter  went  on.  *'  Why,  my 
dear  Longbonnet,  you  don't  know  her 
tricks  and  her  character,  I  do  assure  youj. 
ladyship;  but  Jerry  can  tell  you  bettef 
than  any  other  person  in  the  world, 
Uiings  which  it  would  shock  your  lady- 


'  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


166  A    MONTH    IN   TOWN. 

Sthip's  ears  to  listen  to,  I  do  assure 
you.  Come,  Jerry,  tell  her  ladyship 
what  you  saw  when  you  used  to  be  in 
the  castle,  before  Narcissus  separated 
himself  from  Germania* 

.  Jerry^put  herself  immediately  into  a 
talkative  position^  and  seemed  delighted 
with  the  task ;  for  the  theme  of  scanda-^ 
lizing  the  unfortunate  Germania,  was^ 
subject  which  of  all  others  she  loved 
most,  but  she  had  only  time  to  introduce 
the  topic  with  a  most  flourishing  and  vi- 
rulent philippic  against  the  object  of  her 
malevolence,  before  she  was  interrupted 
by  Lady.  Longbonnet,  who  exclaimed — 
**  Nay,  my  dear  Lady  Jerry,  I  will  not 
impose  such  a  severe  task  upon  you,  as 
to  place  you  under  the  painful  necessity 
of  dwelling  on  the  black  side  of  her 
character.  It  is  painful  enough  for  me 
also  to  know  that  I  have  been  deceived^ 
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without  looking  at  all  the  faults  which 
had  hitherto  escaped  my  notice.  I  am 
sure  your  ladyship's  charitable  disposi- 
tion will  feel  pleasure  that  I  relieved  you 
from  such  an  odious  aird  uncongenial 
office  as  tha,t  of  a  slanderer."  ., 

Jerry,  however,  was  nfOt  disposed  to 
excuse  her  charitable  feelings  too  much 
on  this  occasion,  but  rather  felt  disap- 
pointment that  she  could  not  be  allowed 
to  indulge  a  little  delightful  malevolence. 
She  therefore  protested  over  and  over 
again  that  it  would  give  her  pleasure  to 
inform  her  ladyship  on  any  subject,  and 
that  it  was  indeed  necessary  for  her  la- 
dyship to  be  fully  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  Germania,  before  she  could 
possibly  be  on  her  guard  against,  her 
future  behaviour,  and  two  or  three 
times  she  actually  attempted  to  recom-. 
mence  the  theme. 
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Heartshallow  too,  was  not  very  well 
pleased  at  the  pertinacity  of  Lady  Long- 
bonnet,  and  repeatedly  offered  her  ser- 
vices to  tell  the  tale,  but  Lady  Longbon- 
net  silenced  her,  by  observing  that  she 
knew  sufficient,  since  she  could  not  doubt 
after  the  assertions  of  ladies  ofsuch  rank 
and  respectability,  of  the  extent  of  Ger- 
mania's  impropriety  of  conduct,  and  that 
as  she  had  no  wish  to  receive  any  further 
information  on  the  subject  except  from 
time,  she  trusted  their  ladyships  would 
show  a  kind  consideration  for  her  feel- 
ings and  sentiments,  and  cease  to  press 
the  obnoxious  subject. 

**  Your  ladyship  is  too  good  for  this 
world,''  returned  Heartshallow  : — *•  I 
protest  I  am  astonished  at  the  greatness 
and  benevolence  of  all  your  ladyship's 
sentiments — 1  would  not^  wound  your 
ears  with  the  odious  story  of  how  she 
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idtriguiog  w4th  captaia^n>  »    ,  ,;apd  hpw 
she  was  caugbt  in  rthe  >*■  ■    .i/* 

^'  Hu^,  hwh !  for  beav^Q^s  '9s^{^f  my 
dear,  Lady  Hearteballow,"  inSfiri^ptejI 
Lady  Lodgbonoet  (putting  b^u*  han4 
before  the  .moutb  of  the  ipcarcigible 
gossip,  to4^top  her  progress)—"  why 
you  are  really  just  doing  what  I  wished 
most  particularly  that  ypu  would  avoid. 
If  you  have  any  kind  of  respect  for  my 
.  feelings,  I  pray  you  not  to  indulge  any 
more  in  these  ii\juri<Hi3  insinuxitioos^  at 
least  whan  I  am  present/' 

'*  "My  respect  for  your  feelings,  my 
dear  Lady  Longbonnet/'  returned  Heart- 
shallow,  "swallows  up  every  other  con- 
sideration ;  and  for  worlds  I  would  not 
again  say  a  single  word  which  could 
give  offence  tp  your  ladyship.  I  hold 
your  ladyship's  good  iopinion,  also,  of 
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too  high  a  value,  to  be  thus  lightly 
sported  with,  and  I  trust  your  ladyship 
will  pardon  me  for  giving  way  as  I  have 
done  to  the  excess  of  my  feelings,  whrch 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  restrain,  when 
I  call  to  mind  all  the  vile  assignations, 
and  the  shameless  frolics,  and  the  un-^ 
blushing  assurance,  and  ." 

"Again  !**  said  Lady  Longbonnet,  in- 
terrupting the  garrulous  female,  in  a  tone 
of  much  firmness,  mingled  with  some 
displeasure — "  surely,  my  dear  lady,  you 
must  be  intoxicated,  in  thus  attempting 
to  poison  my  mind  against  Germania. 
I  "pray  you  once  more  to  cease  this  c6n- 
versation,  or  to  allow  me,  at  least,  the 
privilege  of  withdrawing  into  another 
apartment^  until  the  tempest  of  your 
anger  may  have  subsided/* 

Lady  Heartshallow  saw  tbiat  she  had 
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gone  too  far,  and  the  same  motive  of 
interest,  therefore,  which  induced  her  to 
obtrude  herself  into  Lady  Longbonnet's 
residence^  now  urged  her  to  make  the 
most  abject  apologies  for  the  foolish  in- 
temperance of  language  into  which  she 
had  been  hurried.  . 

**  I  forgive  you/'  said  Lady  Longbon- 
net,  stretching  out  her  hand. — *'  I  dare 
say,  changing  our  situations,  I  might 
have  gone  to  far  greater  lengths  than 
your  ladyship  did,  as  my  own  feelings 
are  very  susceptible,  and  I  always  find 
a  great  difficulty  in  keeping  them  under 
proper  restraint." 

The  ladies  bowed  with  a  great  deal  of 
gratitude,  not  unmixed  with  a  consider* 
able  portion  of  mortificatiou,  at  the  idiea, 
that  they  could  not  proceed  to  the  full 
extent  of  tb^ii:  malignity  against  the  ob- 
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jert  vof  thek  flatted.  Consoling  their 
feeHngs,  however,  they  made  sereral 
nti8ucce88f%il  attempts  to  introduce  topics 
^f  a  different  complexion,  but  the  t^ak 
•was  too  irksome,  and  they  speedily  took 
their  leave. 
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CHAPTER    XIX, 

DtttdUng  the  Efiect  wftkh  the  Conwrsatiim  in  the^ 
iaU  Chapter  produced  upon  the  Mind  of  Lady, 
Longbonnei — Anonymous  Letter — Constdtutioik 
thereupon — and  Return  of  the  Visitors, 

No  sooner  had  Lady  Longbonnet's  vi- 
sitors taken  their  departure  than,  she 
began  to  revolve  in  her  mind  the  conver- 
•  sation  which  had  just  passed.  She  had 
before  heard  much  of  Germania*s  frail- 
ties, (to  use  the  term  which  appeared  to 
be  adopted  in  the  castle,  when  speaking 
of  her,)  and  she  had  received  all  her  in- 
formation from  a  quarter  in  which  no 
tenderness  for  her  honour  would  operate 
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to  render  the  tongue  of  her  informers 
delicate  on  the  subject.  But  she  had 
also  seen  the  statements  which  asserted 
that  she  w^s  tri«d  by  a  private  but  high 
tribunal^  instituted  by  command  of  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  to  investigate  her 
conduct,  and  after  perusing  this  acquit- 
tal, her  ladyship  naturally  enough  had 
dismissed  from  her  mind  all  suspicions, 
which  breathed  upon  her  irinocenec. 
The  language  of  Lady  Heartshallow, 
however,  had  staggered  her  sentiments 
again,  and  she  begun  to  imagine  that 
Grermania  was  not  that  unjustly  perse-, 
cuted  and  maligned  personage  which  the 
tenantry  endeavoured  to  make  her  out  to 
be.  She  must  b6  vile  indeed  before  her 
own  sex  would  find  such  a  difficulty  in 
restraining  their  indignant  feelings  from 
overflowing  in  expressions  of  the  strong- 
est and  most  elaborate  invective. 
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,  With  this  impression  upon  her  mind, 
Lady  Longbonnet  justified  the  conduct 
of  Narcissus  in  determining  to  burst  the 
ties  which  had  united  them,  and  to  seek 
for  domestic  happiness  in  some  other^ 
quarter.  He  was  indeed  an  unfortunate 
man  ;  his  happiness  he  seemed  to  have 
wrecked  upon  a  worthless  woman, (such 
was  the  reasoning  of  Lady  Longbonnet, 
so  poisoned  was  her  mind  against  Ger- 
mania  by  the  artful  insinuations  of  the 
serpents  who  ^ had  just  stung  her  lady- 
ship's ear,)  and  when  the  idea  of  it  ap- 
peared to  find  a  momentary  refuge  in 
the  affection  of  a  daughter,  that  sudden- 
ly proved  treacherous  and  swallowed  it 
up.  Thus  conjectured  and  reflected 
Lady  Longbonnet ;  and  from  justifying 
Narcissus,  she  proceeded  very  naturally 
to  justify  herself  for  listening  to  his  pro-, 
fessions,  and  accepting  the  tender  of 
his  affections.     She  could   discover  no 
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i^oral  offence  in  het  own  conduct ;  she 
merely  collected  the  scattered  relics  of 
the  heart  of  Narcissus,  broken    by   ill- 
usage,  and  sought  to  trniUe  and  cetncftt' 
them  by  a  binding  affection  ;  and  if  sbe 
did  not  accept  the  office  of  the  healer  of 
his  wounds,  disposed  as  she  was  to  fe€t 
regard  for  him,  and  to  promote  her  own 
views  of  ambition,  she   considered  thaT 
she  could  neither  act  morally  nor  po- 
litically fight.  An  union  with  him  woufeJ 
add  materially  to  her  own    as  well    aff 
the*  dignity    of    his    family,    and    she 
saw  for  her  part  no  ground    on   which 
she  ought  to  reject  it.     tier  meditations^ 
on  this  important  subject  she  carried  to 
fcer  pillow  with  her,  and,  sooth   to  say, 
tfte  idea  of  a  new  lover  was  too  gratify  i-ng 
to  be  ousted  even  by  the  not  inconsider- 
able influence  of  sleep  itself. 

The  first  beam  of  the  rising  sun   had 
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scarcely  thrown  a  lustre  upon  her  bed, 
before  her  ladyship  rose,  for  she  *wasr 
Bone  of  your  delicate  hot-bed  namby- 
pemby  sort  of  nymphs  who  csg^not  quit 
their  pillow  until  the  sun  has  passed  his 
meridian,  nor  visit  it  again  until  he 
mounts  his  car  for  his  daily  drive— she 
Was  nonfe  of  those  who  consider  that  life 
was  only  given  to  us  to  be  squandered 
away  in  eating  and  drinking  and  in 
sleeping,  and  that  they  who  did/ their 
duty  in  these  important  departments, 
were,  in  tiruth,  the  most  illustrious  of  hu- 
man beings.  No,  her  ladyship  had  differ- 
ent ideas,  and  entertained  different  views 
of  things ;  she  considered  that  there 
were  other  pursuits  in  life,  and  pursuits 
which  must,  or  at  least  ought  to  be,  aU 
lowed  sometimes  to  incroach  even  upon 
these  enjoyments;  and  this-consideratiou 
it  was  which  urged  her  every  morning 
to  pay  her  respects  to  the  rising  sun, 
I  5 
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to  bestir  herself  with  the  lark,  and  to 
taste  a  fashionable  day's  pleasure  before  a 
fashionable  day  usually  b<egins,  thus 
gaining  a  day  on  every  day,  and  doubling 
her  span  of  life,  and  thus  showing  in  her 
practice,  and  by  her  illustrious  example, 
the  indolence  of  half  the  world,  who 
live  but  half  the  time  which  bounteous 
Heaven  hath  allotted  to  them. 

Hfr  ladyship  arose^  and  descended  to 
breakfast,  when  a  letter  lying  on  the 
i>reakia$t  table  attracted  her  notice.—^ 
She  opened  it;  i  t  was  an  unknown  hand  ; 
the  name  at  the  conclusion  was  ^^  Ano^ 
nymous.'*  She  inquired  whence  it  came ; 
It  was  brought  by  a  strange^  who  disap- 
peared after  delivering  it.  A  singular 
sensation  pervaded  the  bosom  of  Lady 
Longbonnet.  In  her  brother's  manor 
she  had  never  heard  of  the  practice  of 
writing    mysterious  and  secret  letters ; 
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she  had  but  once  heard  of  the  practice 
during  her  life,  and  that  was  in  the  case 
of  the  letter  which  had  been  put  into 
the  hands  of  Scarmouth,  at  the  gaming- 
house, which  circumstance  had  reached 
her  ears^  although  the  contents  of  that » 
note  were  unknpwn.  This  had  all  the 
macks  and  appearances  of  one  of  those, 
mysterious  circumstances,  and  it  was 
not  until  after  some  minutes  had  elapsed 
that  she  could  collect  fortitude  enough 
to  run  her  eye  oveY  its  contents.  A 
little  reflection,  however,  recalled  her 
ebbing  courage;  and,  summoning  her 
fortitude,  she  seated  herself  and  read  as 
follows :— 

''Madam, 

"Keep  not  company  with  serpents, 

for  serpents   have  stings,  and  are  not  to 

be  trusted :    they   are    ungrateful,   and 

will   wound  while  you  caress  them.— 
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Study  cbaractefrs  before  you  commit 
your  Qonfidence  to  their  keeping.  Be 
not  eager  in  your  kindness,  let  your  na- 
tural benignity  be  gradually  shared  out 
by  merit  as  it  derelopes  itself.  Although 
this  letter    comes  from   an    unknown, 

•  from  an  unknown  you  may  receive  ad- 
vice and  profit  by  it.  The  castle  of  the 
lord  of  a  manor  may  be  a  receptacle  of 
reptiles ;  beware,  madam  t  beware  of 
the  Ladies  Jerry  and  Heartshallow : 
you  have  goodness  of  disposition,  and 
this  is  a  quality  they  hate  ;  and  if  they 
Cannot  eradicate  it  from  tbe  bosom  with 
which  they  associate^  they  will  endea- 
vour  to    destroy    the .  possessor'.     You 

'  have  view§  in  life  which,  however  they 
may  affect  to  conceal  their  sentiments, 
ire  incompatible  with  their  interests  and 
obnoxious  to  their  inclinations.  Your 
exaltation  to  the  sphere  in  which  you 
expect  to  be  placed  would  be  the  Certain 
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rigftal  fbf  their  degradaticm.  Are  tbejr^ 
blind  to  this  consequence  ?  No  I  Have 
they  the  interests  ofNarcissus  and  your- 
self so  much  at  heart  that  they  would 
submit  to  it?  No!  Will  they  suffer 
their  malignity  to  decline  into  apathy 
and  suj>ineness  >  No,  no,  no  !  Tben 
let  your  ladyship  listen  to  the  voice  of 
a  friend,  who,  though  unknown,  is  not 
the  lessi  your  friend^  because  he  wbis^ 
pets  invisibly :  beware  of  the  vipers  yon 
are  inclined  to  cherish,  or  their  poison 
will  anon  be  insinuated  into  your  feli- 
city, and  the  very  moment  which  may 
appear  to  yoo  to  be  the  consummation 
of  your  happiness,  will,  in  fact,  be  the 
ciommencement  of  your  destruction.  I 
will  not  occupy  yOur  time  longer.  I 
ptay^  I  implore  you  not  to  neglect  the 
monitions  of  mysterious  friendship,— 
You  baVe  time  yet  to  counteract  the 
miscbief,  which,  suffered  to  grow,  would- 
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Aooa  reach  maturity^  and   which,  once 
inatured,  you  cannot  overcome* 

"  ANONYMOUS." 

Her  ladyship  dropped  the  letter,  and 
for  some  moments  sat  suspended  between 
doubt  and  apprehension,.  What  could 
this  communication  import  ?  These 
Fever- islanders  are  strange  people,  said 
she,  internally  ;  they  must  intermeddle 
with  every  thing.  What  harm  can  re- 
sult to  me  from  an  acquaintance  with 
these  ladies  ?  The  question  threw  her 
into  a  deep  reflection,  which  rendered 
her  insensible  to  surrounding  objects. 

The  Controller  entered  the  apartment 
to  breakfast,  and  started  at  the  appear- 
ance of  his  sister ;  but  seeing  the  open 
letter  laying  on  the  floor,  he  forbore  to 
interrupt,  but,  picking  up  the  commu- 
nication, eagerly  began  to  peruse  it,  and 
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had  reached  the  end  without  interrup- 
tion from  his  sister,  when  his  expression, 
"  This  is  a  strange  kind  of  caution  I*' 
broke  her  reverie,  and  roused  her  to  ob^ 
serration.  - 

"jVIy  brother  !"  said  she,  "you  have 
read  that  singular  epistle  ;  pray  tell  me 
what  is  your  opinion  of  its  contents/* 

*'  'Tis  written  by  no  fool,  and  I  hope  by 
BO  foe,*'  said  he ;  **  but  what  is  its  precise 
import  I  must  read  it  again  before  I  can 
discover.  When  did  these  ladies  visit 
you  ?"  said  he, resuming, as  he  concluded 
t^e  epistle  a  second  time,  and  re-folding 
it,  handed  it  to  his  sister. 

**  Yesterday,*'  washer  reply. 

^  Know  you  any  thing  of  their  charac- 
ters ?**  asked  the  Controller. 
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**Nothiag/ '  said  hef  ladyship. 

The  Controller  paus^  a  moment,  and 
returned,  **  *Tis  nothing  but  the  officious 
intermeddling  of  some  individual,  who, 
perhaps,  has  received  an  appointment 
from  one  of  these  ladies,  or  owes  them 
some  pique;  at  any  rate,  it  icnot  a  chr- 
cumstance  worth  our  concern.  Come^ 
my  sister,  let  us  take  our  coffee,  and 
think  no  more  of  a  circumstance  of  such 
Tery  triffing  import.  I  am  indeed 
ashamed  of  myself  that  1  should  have 
beem  entrapped  into  a  momentary  sur* 
prise  by  such  a  trifling  occurrence,  the 
obvious  design  of  which  is  to  make  a 
breach  between  you  and  Narcissus.**  . 

"  Do  you  think  then,  my  brother/* 
asked  Lady  Longbonnet,  "that  it  is 
merely  some  trick  of  Germania  or  her 
friends,  to  prevent  me  from  giving  credit 
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to  the  sii^tjlar  anecdotes  which,  from  the 
method  of  their  commenccnaeiit,  I  judged 
the  ladies  Heartshal low  and  Jerry  w^re 
about  to  amu'se  me  ?** 

"  That  is  the  jnost  probable  suppo- 
mtion,  my  dearest  girl/'  returned  the 
Controller,  "  for  melhinks  I  begin  to 
see  in  the  character  of  these  tenants  an 
evident  disposition  to  be  envious  and  mis- 
tott^ful,  and  I  am  much  out  in  my  calcu* 
lation,  if  their  communication,  which  has 
giv^n  you  such  a  sharp,  but  momentary 
paiuy  h^s  originated  m  any  thing  more 
OF  less  than  a  little  private  spite  against 
the  ladies  who  arc  the  object  of  its  male- 
volence; Take  my  advice^  sister ;  throw 
the  letter  behind  the  fire,  and  thiflk  na 
more  about  it.".^ 

<**Nay,  brother,*  •  returned  Lady 
Longbonnet,   *•  I  should  be. sorry  to  de- 
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stroy  it  yet.  Let  me  first  enquire  of 
Narcissus  respecting  it.  He  may  pos- 
sess some  means  of  tracing  the  note  to 
its  origin  :  for  if  it  has  originated  in  any 
evil  to  injure  the  ladies  who  have  called 
on  me,  by  exciting  in  my  breast  the 
suspicions  respecting  them,  I  should 
wish  that  the  writer  might  not  escape 
the  punishment  he  so  well  deserves  for 
bis  vile  attempt  to  defame  respectable 
characters.  But  if.  on  the  contrarv,  there 
should  be  some  foundation  for  the  hints 
thrown  out,  it  is  but  just  that  Narcissus 
should  be  informed  of  the  reputation  of 
these  females  as  well  as  myself^  since^it 
must  have  been  through  his  ignorance  of 
them  that  he  has  been  led  to  introduce 
them  to  me." 

,  Some  lurking  suspicions  probably 
possessed  the  Controller's  mind  at  that 
moment^  respecting    Narcissus^   which 
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induced  him  to  resist  this  proposal  on 
the  part  of  his  sister;  but  whatever 
might  have  been  his  mistrusts,  he  kept 
them  sacred  within  his  own  bosom,  con- 
tenting himself  with  merely  asserting 
that  he  saw  no  good  effect  which  could 
result  from  the  discovery  of  the  letter 
to  him  ;  '*  for/*  said  the  Controller, 
**  should  he  ev^n  detect  the  writer,  he 
will  not  dare  to  pursue  him  to  punish* 
ment,  since  the  characters  of  these  la- 
dies have  been  so  blown  upon  by  the 
vassals,  in  consequence  of  the  injury  the 
one  has  done  to  Germariia,  and  of  the 
influence  which  the  other  has  recently 
exercised  over  Narcissus,  that  what  could 
be  intended  as  a  p^jnishment,  might  only 
become  a  day  of  triumph  to  the  delin- 
quent, and  might  draw  more  popular  odi- 
um, and  a  greater  share  of  popular  ven- 
geance on  the  females  themselves,  who 
have  been  traduced  in  this  letter.     The 


d  by  Google 


1B8  A    MONTH   IK   TOWN. 

Fever-ifilanders,  you  must  have  seen, 
sister,  are  not  a  people  who  will  judge 
or  act  by  halves ;  what  thiug  they  take 
into  their  heads  to  perform  is  usually 
performed^  and  that  in  a  summary  and 
decisive  way ;  and  who  can  tell  at  what 
point  they  might  think  proper  to  restrain 
their  feelings  of  indignation,  should  these 
feelings  be  once  put  in  full  motion  by 
any  unwise  measure  of  the  moment/* 

Lady  Longbonnet  was  convinced  by 
the  reasoning  of  her  brother,  at  least  of 
the  impropriety  of  showing  the  letter 
to*  Narcissus  for  the  present;  but  she 
could  not  bring  herself  to  consent  to  its 
destruction.  A  secret  sentiment  per- 
vaded her  mind  that  there  must  be  some 
grounds  for  its  dictation  which  she  was 
not  enabled  to  discoyer,  but  which  time 
alone  could  have  the  power  to  unravel: 
she  read    the  note  again,  and  fancied 
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that  at  ev^ry  perusal  there  appeared  to 
be  some  nfew  feature  wrhich  demanded 
^  more    particular   caution    on   her  part. 
What  motive  could  the  writer   have  in 
"adopting    such     forcible    language     as 
that  which  he  had  chosen?     While  she 
was  reflecting  upon   the   question,  her 
"brother  also  found  it  impossible  to  rid 
his  tnind  of  the  subject  so  soon  as   he 
had  imagined.     He  wished  to  persuade 
himself  that  it  was  merely  an  attempt  of 
some  busy  meddler^  instigated  by  envy 
tDT'matrce,  yet  the  more  he  perused  the 
)5tyle  and  the  manner  of  the  note,  the 
more  he  felt  persuaded  that  ^hey  were 
not  those  6f  common,  Tulgar  officious- 
Tiess,  1)at  that  tliere  was  some  motive  for 
the  address,  which  he  was  not  yet  ^abte 
to  discover.     The  more  he  endeafotrrefl 
to  fitid  but  this  hidden  utoti^,  how^fver, 
the  more  he  was  perplexed ;  therefore, 
making  a  bold  effort  once  more  to  b** 
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nUb  the  theme,  he  took  suddenly  hokl 
of  his  sister's  hand,  disturbed  the  seri- 
ousness of  her  thoughts,  and  leading 
her  to  tbe  breakfast-table,  exclaioied, 
**  Corae,  m/dear  sister,  let  us  think  no 
more  of  this  nonsense  ;  fill  me  a  cup  of 
coffee,  and  tell  me  how  you  mean  to 
dispose  of  yourself  to-day,  and  whether 
you  have  any  particular  friends  of  your 
party,  if  you  have  any  object  in  view, 
whose  presence  will  exclude  mine/' 

"  No,  my  dear  brother,"  returned  her 
ladyship,  .''  I  had  engaged  myself  with 
thpse  plaguy  ladies,  who  have  caused  me 
al)  this  trouble,  to  go  with  them  to  see 
SQm^  curiosities,  which  they  took  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  describe  to  me,  and 
they  are  to  call  and  talfe  me  in  their 
way,  by  eleven  o'clock  ;  but  if  their  so- 
ciety should  rob  me  of  your^p,  my  dear 
brother,  I  will  go  with  you,  and  leave 
our  apology  for  them*" 
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**  By  no  means^  my  sister/*  returned 
the  Controller,  **  I  shall  pray  to  be  ad- 
mitted of  your  party,  which  I  have  no 
doubt  will  be  a  very  delightful  one,  and 
as  1  have  a  strong  desire  to  see  this  col- 
lection, I  shall  be  most  liappy  to  em- 
brace so  agreeable  an  opportunity." 

The  arrangement  was  accordingly  thus 
made;  and  the  breakfast  was  scarcely 
finished,  before  the  ladies  Heartshallow 
and  Jerry  made  their  appearance,  ac- 
cording to  appointment,  and  in  a  few 
minutes,  the  whole  groupe  ascended  an 
open  carriage  of  Lady  Longbon net's,  and 
drove  away  for  the  museum. 


END  OF  YOL.  II. 
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CHAPTER    XX. 

Lady  PuggiH(f$  ill  humour  after  htr  Interview 

\  with  Lady  Charlotte—She  vents  it  on  Narcissus, 

who  pacifies  her — Letter  from  Lady  Chariot  te, 

and  the  powerful  Consequences  which   resulted 

from  it. 

Away  posted  Puggilla  to  the  castle  of 
Narcissus,  vehement  with  fury,and  buriv 
ing  to  discharge  her  choler  on  some  per- 
iod or  other.  The  poor  pbstilion  was 
the  first  who  felt  the  effects  of  her  lady- 
ship*s  anger.     Now  he  drove  too  slow  ; 

VpL.    III.  B 
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now  the  rascal  had  da  mercy  upon  the 
ppor  beasts,  but  flogged  them  as  though 
he  was  venting  his  strength  upon  a  post 
or  a  stene ;  an^l  this  wa^not  because  her 
ladyship  had  any  mixture  of  benevolence 
in  her  composition,  which  urged  her  to 
adyocate  the  cause  of  the  quadrupeds, 
but  merely  from  a  desire  to  give  ease  to 
the  impetuosity  of  her  feelings,  which 
convulsed  her  whole  system  with  the 
most  violent  emotions.  The  coachman 
DMT  aocetera^ed,  wm^  moderaUfd-  %ht 
speed  of  his  horses ;  this  moment  short* 
ened  the  reins,  and  next  applied  to  the 
lash,  until,  his  patience  worn  doWtO^tlie 
the  very  stumps^  he  thf'ew  himself  back 
ttpofi  bis  aeata  atid  inrwardly  «wor»  m 
most  trememioics  ^atAi^  that.  Am  A&^il 
might  fetch  tb^  carriage  and  hones  too^ 
and  might  drive  ber  ladyship  into  the 
bargain,  before  be  would  conaeat  to  \m^ 
dergo  such  another  d-^  jo^m^;  al^ 
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tboiigh,  tmth^  to  tell,  the  i^ery  utmost 
extent  of  the  wajr^  measucecl  by  one  of 
the  most  Aocurate  three  foot  ruks,  did 
iK^exoeedoa^  bu&dred  and  fbrty-foiu 
yairds:  aii4^  three  qiiaitersu 

The  footauuH  who  Imnded  her  lady« 
ship^ft  tr«tt  oi^t  of  tile  carriage,  iii^xtr^ 
cei^^d  a  due  poitioa  of  refuroo^  ^ince^ 
ui^rtuaately,^  in  Im  over  eager  nest  to  ' 
shotw  aittifflftlioii'  to  bis  lady,  he  olosed  fi 
pant  of  her  dvesd  within  tiae  door  of  th^ 
ioBhiele>  and  h^d;  nearly  overturned  hie 
SBOStiriMS  ioHo  the  street.  The  [ioor  devil. 
lAuiiight  himmlf  mwe  than  happy  to 
escape  from  his  perilous  situatida  with 
only  a  slight  eontusicNi  oun  the  ear,  and 
omtented  himself,  uiader  bis  morti£oa* 
tloD,  wi4^  joining  with  the  o^acbman  in 
a  few  hearty  imprecations,  as  soon  as  her 
ladyship  was  safely  lodged  ^v^ithin  the 
gates  of  the  oastle. 
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"  ril  tell  yoa  what,  my  dear  son/' 
said  she,  flouncing  into  the  room  where 
Narcissus  tvas  sitting,  without  ceremd- 
Uy— ''  if  you  can't  teach  your  term^nt 
daughter  to  conduct  herself  respectfully 
towards  her  grandmother,  you  had  bet- 
ter turn  her  over  to  my  tuition,  and  TH 
teach  the  hussey  how  to  behave  herself.^ 
Why,   I   am   absolutely    choking    witb 
passion  when  1  think  of  the  brazen  im- 
pudence with  which  she  conducted  her- 
self.    If  she  had  been  a  child  of  mine, 
may  I  never  more  get, a  pinch  of  good 
snuff,  if  I  would  not  have  flogged  the 
jade  for  an  hour  or  two  before  I   would 
have  suffered  such  vWe  treatment/'   And 
as  she  concluded,  with  an  eye  to  efiect, 
her  ladyship  threw  herself  violently  upon 
a. sofa,  and  most  emphatically  burst  into 
a  flood  of  tears. 

Narcissus  knew  all  this  was  intended 
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to  work  upon  his  passions  ;    assuming, 
therefore,  an  air  of  the  deepest  concern^ 

jn  order  that  his  mother  might  not  be 
disappointed,  he  took  her  hand  in  a 
most  filial-like  manner,  and  intreated 
her  to  compose  her  feelings.  "  Do  not, 
my  dear  mother,*^  said  he, — *'  I  prayyou 
do  not  suffer  :th^  impertinence  of  that 
gipsey  to  discompose  you*  Leave  her 
to  me  for  another  week,  while  I  inflict 
a  severe  punishment  for  this  breach  of 
duty  and  affection  to  your  ladyship  ; 
and,  after  that  time.,  I  will  most  willing- 
ly surrender  her  to  your  management, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  you  will  neither 
be  sparing  of  your  precepts,  nor  your 
correction  ;  for  I  assure  you,    she  stands 

/as  much  in  need  of  the  latter  as  she 
does  of  the  former.  She  and  her  mo* 
ther  have  plagued  me  to  death,  but  I 
sincerely  hope  I  shall  soon  rid  myself 
of  both  the  incorngible  creatures.     But 
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what  said  she,  my  dear  mother,  to  yout 
kind  condescension  in  troubling  your- 
self as  you  have  done  about  the  promo- 
tion of  her  interests  ?  I  hope  she  was 
not  deficient  in  the  expression  of  her 
thanks/' 

"  Thanks,  indeed  !"  quoth  PuggiUa; 
^*  all  the  thanks  she  gave  me,  (insisted 
of  as  complete  an  attack  upon  my  whdt^ 
behaviour  towards  her,  as  one  plebeian 
ever  received  from  the  abusive  tongue 
of  another.  No  sooner  did  she  hear  of 
Jtiy  business  with  her,  than  she  threw  off 
all  kind  of  decorum,  and  poured  upon 
me  such  a  series  of  abusive  epithets,  that 
my  patience  could  not  stand  it,  1  assure 
you,  my  dear  Narcissus/* 

"  And  what  method  did  your  ladyship 
adopt  to  bring  her  to   reason  ?'*  asked 
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Narcissus^  in  a  tone  of  much  assumed 
surprise  and  concern. 

"  I  reasoned  with  the  girl  with  all 
the  mridness  imaginable/'  returned  Pug- 
giWa  ;— ''remonstrated  with  heron  the 
impropriety  of  her  conduct,  paitited  to 
her  the  affsction  which  her  father  feh 
towards  her,  and  dwelt  much  upon  the 
anguiah  which  -her  flighty  conduct  had 
planted  in  your  breast/' 

•*  Really,  my  dear  mother,  you  are 
too  good  !"  interrupted  Narcissus;  "  and 
what  said  your  ladys:hip  to  her  on  the 
subject  of  her  mother  ?'* 

"  Oh !  I  did  not  omit,  my  son,  to 
shew  how  ill  Grermania  had  behaved  to 
you,  and  how  good  and  genetous  it 
was  of  you  to  refrain  from  exposing  her 
to  that  punishment  which  is  80  justly  her 
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deserts  ;  and  I  told  her  that  reason  and 
religion,  whqn  they  instructed  us  to 
honour  our  parents,  only  intended  to 
allude  to  those  parents  who  conducted 
themselves  with  propriety  in  the  world, 
as  you  well  know  I  have  done  !"  And 
here  the  old  lady  paused  to  give  Nar- 
cissus an  opportunity  of  paying  her  a 
compliment  upon  hev  maternal  qualifi- 
cations ;  but  Narcissus  most  unfortu- 
nately had  left  his  bed  before  eleven 
o'clock  that  morning,  and,  in  spite  of  his 
utmost  efforts,  he  was  actually  napping 
when  his  mother  turned  round  in  expec- 
tation of  a  compliment. 

Her  ladyship  was  thunderstruck  at  the 
listlessness  which  marked  the  counte- 
nance of  hep  son.  '*  Heavens  !'*  said  she, 
"  does  the  father  as  well  as  the  daughter 
endeavour  to  convince  me  how  little  he 
cares  about  me !  There  was  a  time,  when 
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my  poor  husband  (God  send  him  relief 
-from  his  troubles  !)  was  in  good  healtli, 
and  had  the  management  of  affairs,  that 
Narcissus  would  not  have  ventured  to 
behave  so  disrespectfully  to  his  mother. 
But  I  won't  be  made  the  laughing-stock 
of  the  one  and  the  fool  of  the  other;  I'll 
go  home,  and  .they  sh^li,  send  to  nie 
rbefore  I  come  to  see  any  of  them  any 
mpre  !" 

And  so  saying,  her  ladyship  prepared 
to  take  her  departure,  but  having  raised 
her  voice  rather  too  high,  while  mutter* 
ing  her  qomplaints,  \t,  disturbed  the 
broken  slumbers  of  Narcissus,  who, 
stretching  his  arms,  and  yawning  most 
grace/a%^  .exclaimed,  .'\  Whafb  the 
matter,  mother,  eh  ?'*  .  Then  recovering 
himself  a  little  more,  he  resumed — "  A 
thousand  pardons,  my  dear  madam,  for 
this  seemihg  negligence  and  inattention 
B  5 
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to  yottf  conversation  ;  b^t  realty  these 
visitors  of  mine  seem  to  think  it  unne- 
l^essary  for  a  man  to  lie  in  bed  twelve 
hours  round.  By  Heaven,  diey  must 
be  sJtirring  before  the  sun,  or  etee  they 
cry  out  fi^me  upon  themselves  for  what 
they  call  their  indolence.  Why,  would 
you  believe  it,  mother,  for  these  tra 
mornings  past,  I  have  "never  yet  been 
able  to  get  one  wink  of  sleep  after  half- 
past  nine  o'clock  ?  *Tis  quite  a  bore,  I 
do  assure  you,  to  be  lujgged  out  of  bed 
every  day  in  Ais  manner^  and  I  rausft 
not,  nor  will  not,  submit  to  such  a  r^u- 
lation  in  future/'  And  then  the  deputy 
lord  rubbed  his  eyes,  yawned,  rose  from 
his  seat,  and  diook  himself,  and  thea 
asked  what  his  mother  had  been  saying 
when  he  dropped  Off. 

PuggiUa  was  restoned  to.  pmtty  ^od 
humour:  by  this  apoiogy*^^^  Tcse,^  said 
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«fce,  "it  18  unusual  for  you  to  rise  be- 
fore noon,  except  on  matters  of  great 
emergency,  and  tken,  as  my  old  man 
used  to  say,  tiiough  it  was  quite  a  vul- 
gffiff  phrase—"  busmess  must  be  attended 
to  ;'*  and  in  consideration  of  this  bard- 
siiip  upon  you,  I  will,  for  once,  over- 
look your  sleepifig  in  my  presence,  al- 
thc»jgh  I  must  say  it  was  vastly  indeco- 
tousandunUlce  your  tisual  manners/*  ' 

And  then  ber  ladyship  went  on  to  re- 
peat all  that  had  passed  between  her- 
self and  Lady  Charlotte,  and  as  h6r 
ladyship  was  by  no  means  a  very  close 
sticker  to  facts,  what  with  the  aid  of  her 
inventive  faculties  and  her  exaggerations 
of  wli«it  did  actually  occur,  she  certainly  ^ 
shaped  out  a  tale  which  conveyed  the 
most  severe  accusation  against  Lady 
Charlotte,  whom  she  painted  as  black 
and  as  hideous  as  the  description  of  Sin 
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in  PSaradise  Lost,  with  a  view  to  make 
the  stronger  and  more  durable  impres- 
sion upon  the  fiHal  feelings  of  her  son  ; 
and  when  she  concluded  the  tale,  by- 
way of  comment,  her  ladyship  ex- 
claimed— "  Now,  my  dear  Narcissus, 
you  must  absolutely  let  her  be  with  me; 
or  else  I  see  very  clearly  that  nothing 
good  will  ever  cdme  from  her.  Send 
her  for  a  few  months  to  breathe  the  air 
of  Airsor^  and  give  me  authority  over 
her  conduct,  and  you  shall  soon  see 
what  an  altered  being  I  will  make  of 
the  young  child  of  Xantippe/* 

"  Xantippe  !"  reiterated  Narcissus  ; 
'*  why,  my  dear  madam,  Xantippe  was 
a  sweet-tempered,  mild,  angelic,  crea- 
ture, compared  to  Germania  and  this 
daughter  of  mine.  1  am  indebted  to  you 
for  your  kind  offer,  and  will  avail  my- 
self of  it,  be  assured,  wery  speedily  ;  anci 
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as  to  authority  over  her,  I  beseech  you, 
my  dear  mother,  to  allow  her  neither  to 
see  nor  to  correspond  with  any  earthly 
beings  except  her  own  establishment, 
without  your  express  concurrence." 

This  delegation  of  the  trust  she  wanted 
put  Puggilla  into  good  humour,  for  she 
was  anxious  to  revenge  herself  upon 
Lady  Charlotte  for  the  manner  in  which 
she  had  behaved  to  her  that  day.  She 
vowed  inw^ardly  that  she  would  lock  her 
up,  and  feed  her  upon  nothing  better 
than  bread  and  water,^unti:lshe  had  con- 
trived to  bring  down  that  proud  -  spirit 
which  actuated  her  on  all  occasions. — 
She  would  forbid  her  the  use  of  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  and  bribe  all  her  attendants, 
so  that  neither  her  mother  nor  any  of  the 
vassals. should  receive  the  least  informa- 
tion respecting  her  treatment ;  and,  af- 
ter she  had  once  thoroughly  and  com- 
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plctely  subdued  all  the  vixen  in  ber  dts- 
posJtioQ  aed  temper,  her  ladyship  most 
humanely  resolved  to  give  ber  a  little 
personal  liberty  to  take  an  atring  in  the 
parks,  or  to  visit  sofie  neigfabouring 
promenade,  where,  if  the  young  lady 
chose  to  hazard  the  attempt,  she  would 
never  be  able  to  make  her  escape,  in 
consequence  of  the  number  of  spies  who 
sjiould  hang  upon  ber  path. 

Herladyship  worked  herself  up  to  such 
a  pitch  of  ar^dour  on  the  subject,  that 
sbe  resolved  to  commence  operations 
inmiediately,  and  wou4d  have  taken  the 
Lady  Charlotte  with  her  instantly,  but 
that  Naroissi»s  advised,  as  a  measure  of 
prudence,  that  matters  should  rest  as 
tbey  were  for  a  short  time,  to  giveoppm'- 
tunity  for  the  tenantry  to  lose  the  sus- 
picions and  jealousies  which  agitated 
them  ;  for  the  reader  mwst  know,  thM, 
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during  tiic  confereiKe  between  Puggilia 
nnd  Lady  Charlotte,  the  dispute  grew  ' 
so  loud,  that  it  attracted  an  immense 
concourse  of  vassals  round  the  outer 
gate,  who,  seeing  the  carriage  of  Pug- 
giiU,  were  certain  that  :Some  oratorical 
sparring  was  g6ing  forward.  This  crowd 
had  increased  to  such  a  degree^  that  when 
PuggiUa  entered  ber  carriage  to  depart 
»he  w«6  scarcely  enabled  to  force  her 
w^  through  the  surrounding  mob,  which 
did  not  fail  to  salute  ber  ladyship  with 
a  number  of  disrespectful  epithets,  and 
no  iation«;iderable  degree  of  hissing  and 
booting,  their  customary  weapons  of  as- 
sault.  PuggiUa,  however^  had  been  so 
frequently  accustomed  to  this  noise 
that  it  did  not  appear  to  make  anysenfi- 
%le  imfpression  upon  ber  feelings.  It 
wa8  to  this  circtimstance  that  Narcissus 
alluded  when  he  spoke  of  the  suspicions 
and  jealousies  of  the  tenantry,  which  he 
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well  knew  must  have  been  excited  on 
this  occasion,  and  be  knew  tbem  enough 
to  feel  aware  that,  on  this  delicate 
ground,  he  must  proceed  very  warily, 
if  he  wished  to  preserve  any  relic  of  the 
wreck  pf  bis  popularity.  When  Pug- 
gilla,  therefore,  proposed  the  instant 
removal  of  Lady  Charlgtte,  he  saw  that 
bis  acquiescence  in  such  a  proposal 
might  lead  him  into  serious  difficulties; 
and  be  had  been  in  difficulties  enough 
lately,  and  . wished  to  avoid  a  multipli- 
cation of  them,  as  far  as  he  could  do  so 
without  imposing  too  severe  a  tax  upon 
hiis  own  inclinations.  When  her  lady- 
ship, therefore,  proposed  taking  Lady 
Charlotte  in  her  carriage.  Narcissus  re- 
plied, "  My  dear  mother,  every  thing 
cannot  be  carried  into  effect  in  a  mo- 
ment. 'We  must  allow  time  for  public 
curiosity,  which  you  have  rouzed  to-day, 
to  .subside  a  little  before  we  think  of  re« 
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moving  the  girl,  or  else,  by  the  Lord! 
the  mob  will  follow  your  carriage  to  Air- 
sor/* 

Puggilla  was  about  to  reply,  when 
Mahony  entered  with  a  note  which  had 
just  been  delivered  from  Lady  Charlotte 
by  one  of  her  attendants,  and  which  was 
addressed  to  Narcissus,  who  as  he  open- 
ed it,  exclaimed,  **  I  wonder  what  the 
devil  the  young  minx  has  got  to  say  to 
me  now  !  Let  us  see."  Puggilla  drew* 
her  chair  close  to  that  of  her  son,  and, 
resting  her  elbows  on  both  her  knees, 
and  supporting  her  chin  with  her  thumbs, 
she  ejaculated,  "  Aye,  aye,  let  us  hear  !" 
Narcissus  glanced  hastily  over  a  few 
lines  in  silence,  and  then,  in  rather  an 
impetuous  tone  of  voice,  read  aloud  as 
follows  : — 

''Daer  Fatheb, 
"  I  don't  know   whether  or   not  you 
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sent  the  oM  lady  hese  to  school  me  to- 
day, and  to  force  me  to  marry  Ofange- 
graft ;  bat  if  you  did,  it  is  all  labour  lost, 
I  do  assuTC  you  ;  for  every  insult  I  re- 
ceive only  makes  n^e  the  more  defer- 
.  mined  in  the  opinton  I  have  formed  ne- 
ver to  »nite  myself  uttto  such  a  .  ■, 
but  I  won't  abuse  him ;  nor  I  won't 
say  a  word  against  the  Lady  Puggilla, 
although  if  any  body  else  bad  come  here 
and  treated  me  as  her  ladyship  did, 
man  or  woman,  be  or  she  should  ceN 
tainly  have  gone  through  the  ceremony 
of  the  horse-whip  !  I  know,  my  dear 
Father,  that  I  am  somebody  in  the  ma- 
nor, and  that  the  tenantry  think  me 
somebody,  and  that  you  and  my  grandmo- 
ther think  me  somebodi/,  akhough  you 
will  take  care  not  to  confess  it;  and 
why  then  am  I  treated  as  though  1  was 
nobody  ?  I  have  a  very  great  mind,  if  that 
Lady  PuggiHa  comes  here  again,  to  have 
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flay  doors  shut  against  her^for  I  wish  to  see 
nobody  that  hates  my  mother,  afnd  I  know 
her  ladyship  does,  and  therefore  she  can* 
not  expect  me  to  be  very  civil  to  her.  Be- 
sides this,  her  ladyship,  forsooth,  mu^ 
creep  to  my  desk  and  writing-stand,  if  she 
is  left  in  the  room  for  aminute,  and  wiU 
get  pryii^  into  all  my  secrets,  and  turn- 
ing over  all  my  letters,  and  I  never  will 
allow  of  this,  if  I  know  it.  Tb^efore^ 
my  dear  father,  the  meaning  of  this  is 
to  tell  you  that  you  need  not  send  Lsim 
dy  Puggilla  here  again  upon  any  s^ch 
a  business  ;  for  if  I  ever  liked  Orange^ 
graft,  and  was  inclined  to  marry  him, 
the  very  circumstance  of  Lady  Puggilla 
having  been  sent  to  dmgoon.  me  into  it, 
would  incline  me  to  alter  all  my  opinions 
and  to  refuse  him  again.  3o  when  you 
want  me  to  behave  as  you  would  wish, 
pray,  father,  convey  your  desires  to  mo 
through  any  other  messenger,  and  very 
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likely,  if^hey  areon  indiflferent  subjects, 
and  not  at  all  out  of  the  way,  I  might  be 
inclined  to  accopimodate  you,  and  shew 
that  sometimes  I  can  act,  as  well  as  sub* 
scribe  myself,  your  dutiful  daughter. 


**  Well  !*'  cried  Lady  Puggilla,  choking 
with  tage  and  mortification,  "  well !  and 
pray,  my  lord,  what  do  you  mean  to  say  to 
the  hussey,  in  answer  to  all  this  combi- 
nation of  impudence  and  invectiv^e  ?  The 
jade>  to  speak  in  such  disrespectful  terms 
of  me  !  Oh  !  I  shall  most  certainly  ex- 
pire with  agitation  !  I  never  endured  so 
much  agony  before  !  A  person  of  my^ 
years,  and  my  rank,  and  my  appearance, 
to  be  subjected  to  such  treatment,  and 
from  such  a  Jittle  good-for*nothing  chit 
as  that !  Why  don't  you  speak.  Nar- 
cissus? What  do  you  mean  to  say. to 
her?    I  want  to  know.'* 
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*  '*  Say  to  her,  mother !"  replied  Nar- 
cissus— "  I  don't  know  what  the  devil  I 
can  say  to  her.  I  believe  she  w^nts  to 
torment  me  to  death,  that  she  may  have 
the  manor/' 

"  And  she  should  not  have  the  manor, 
for   her.  impudence!"  cried    Puggilla — 
*'  and   if  you  don't  go  to  her,   now  this 
'moment,  and  give  her  as  good  a  floggitig 
as  I  ever  gave  my  termagant  Bess,  neyer* 
will  I  come  into  your  bouse  aga^n   as 
long  as  I  live,  and  of  that  1  am  fully  de- 
termined, and  so  you  may  think  as  yoU; 
please  about  it^  and  act  as  you   pleas6. 
An  impudent  girl,  to  call  me  to  account ! 
To  abuse  a  person  of  my  rank  and  years . 
and  appearance !"  . 

And  then  hef  ladyship  stamped  up  and 
down  the  room  like  a  maniac,  while  Nar- 
cissus followed  her,  endeavouring  ever 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC    > 


93  ▲   MOMTR   1»  TOWN. 

and  aonn  to  take  her  by  tbe  hand^  bitt  the 
old  laoy  would  not  be  pacified^  but  iirted 
about  in  such  a  fury,  and  did  so  bespatter 
him  with  her  muff,  that  after  sneezing 
most  violently  for  nearly  ten  miDul»,  he 
determined  to  give  up  tbe  attempt,,  and 
returning  to  tfaeso£i,  threw  himself  upon 
it,  and  fell  into  a  train  of  likusiiig. 

Lady  Pu^Ua,  however,  wonldnotal- 
lb w  him  to  rest  even  for  a  moment ;  but 
ftndifig  he  had  left  her  to  herself,  she  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  couch,  and  began,  '^  I 
say,  Nftrcissus,  d^you  choose  to  see  your 
poor  old  mother  abused  in  this  vile  inbo- 
rn tnable  manner,  and  won't  you  godirectly 
and  give  that  girt  a  complete  set-down  ? 
Well,  then,  I'll  go  myself,  for  my  fingers 
itch  to  give  it  her,  and  I'll  teach  her  to 
speak  in  such  dkrespeotfiil  t^ms  of  me,  I 
wiH^,  and  as  foryou,I  never  will  enter  your 
gifttesagain>  depend  upon  it,   for  I  don't 
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choose  to  endure  such  treatment  as  this, 
I  do  assure  you  !" 

"  Comfort  yourself,  mother/'  return- 
ed Narcissus — *'  I  will  go  and  correct 
the  impudent  girl,  depend  upon  it !''  Pug- 
gilla  consented  to  become  good  humoured 
on  hearing  this/ and  Narcissus,  ordering 
his  carriage,  drore  to  Lady  Charlotte's, 
leaving  Lady  Puggilla  anxiously  waiting 
the  issue. 
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CHAPTER   XXI* 


Lady  Puggilla's  disappointment-^ Promise  of 
Narcissus  J  who  determines  to  send  a  Substitute 
to  Lady  Charlotte  ^Meeting  of  Advisers  on  im- 
portant Business — Nature  and  Determination  of 
their  Discussions. 


Narcissus  found  Lady  Charlotte  bad 
been  gone  from  home  v  some  minutes 
before  be  reached  her  house,  and,  as  he 
could  obtain  no  clue  to  trace  her  steps, 
he  was  compelled  to  return  home  with- 
out any  satisfactory  account  of  his  jour- 
ney to  Lady  Puggilla,  whose  anger^  not 
having  time     to    abate,    was   instantly 
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rQ^9^d  by  ^hp  return  of  her  son  without 
having  e?ecute(J  thg  fpjssiofl  on  which  h^ 
seiqut.  4git^tje^  assbe  ^aig^  ^o^yeifer,  b^ 
^pnflictiqg  paf  sipns,  she  contrived  to  keep 
them  in  tolerable  r^straintj  and  to  ask 
N^rciss\is^  with  much  composure^  when 
he  int^n^^d  to  renew  thf  call  upon  his 
perverse  and  undutiful  ^irl  ? 

"  To-morrpw  n^orning/V  said  Nar- 
cissus ;  ^'  this  fey^ning  I  have  devoted  to 
receiving  the  visits  of  some  of  my  prin- 
cipal friends  for  the  purpose  of  discuss^ 
in^  spme  most  ijpportant  business  ;  and^ 
in  truth,  it  is  now  the  hour  fix^d  for 
their  asseipl^ly^  and  they  are  usually 
punctual/' 

-     Lady  Puggilla  consented  with  a  very 
ill  grace  to  postpone  till  the  morrow  the 
gratification  of  bearing  pf  the  punish- 
VOL,  in.  c 
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roent  which  Narcissus  might  inflict  upon 
Lddy  Charlotte,  and  after  cautioning  her 
son  not  to  let  the  pleasures  of  the  table 
banish  from  his  memory  the  injury  which 
his  mother  had  received,  she  very  reluc- 
tantly ordered  her  carriage  and  took  her 
way  to  Airsor  Castle,  leaving  Narcissus 
not  a  little  pleased  at  the  termination  of 
a' visit,  which  from  its  commencement 
promised  nothing  but  disappointment 
and  dissatisfaction,  and  which  had  impo* 
sed  upon  him  a  task  which  he  felt  very 
little  disposed  to  execute;  and  indeed 
which  after  a  little  deliberation^  he  re- 
solved to  transfer  to  Eildown,  who  had 
once  before  gone  to  Lady  Charlotte  on 
a  similar  errand. 

In  a  few  moments  after  the  departure 
of  Lady  Puggilla,  came  Eildown,  Bien- 
kinson,  and  Calderagh,  the  three  fa- 
vourite tenants  of  Narcissus^  who  had 
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appointed  to  dine  with  him,  and  to  re- 
port to  him  what  had  been  done  respect- 
ing bis  final  separation  from  Germaiua. 
They  were  at  all  tiines  welcome  visitor^ 
for  they  never  flinched  from  the  bottle, 
but  always  accoiyited  it  of  more  conse- 
quence than  the  interest  of  the  manor: 
for  the  consideration  of  which  they  aP 
ways  professed  to  assemble  together,  aU 
though  it  was  well  known  that  the  prin- 
cipal persons  who  benefited  by  their  fre- 
quent meetings,  were  the  wine  merchants 
who  supplied  the  castle,  and  who,  lately, 
had  been  put  upon  the /lay  establishment. 

*'  Well,'*  said  Narcissus,  the  cloth  be- 
ing removed,  (for  let  business  be  never 
so  important,  custom  had  prohibited 
the  introduction  of  such  a  subject  until, 
the  wine  was  on  the  table,  probably  be- 
pskuse  wine  inspires  the  faculties,  men- 
tal and  bodily,  and  consequently  enable^ 
c» 
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neo  to  ^ipciias  interd^iJig  topite  widi 
iHQoh  more  keeiuiess  and:  preeiaioo  thafi 
at  anyoAer  time,)  **  W®i'/*  s^id  Narr 
(Cffftus^  *' what  have  you  done,  my 4)c^4?" 

**  We  buve  piooeeiEed  the  way,  my 
l0Td>^'  said  EildowQ,  who  alwa)^  claimed 
-pfec^dence  io  speech,  ^' aad  have  ^vevy 
prospect  of  doing  youY  lordship'^^  busi- 
nesa,  if  you  will  allow  us  tiuhe,  hixtk 
ttust  take  a  few  years  hetotevie  qaa 
venture  to  enter  on  it  wilh  a  certain^  ^ 
success. '^ 

«  "  A  few  years  !"  exclaimed  Narcis- 
sus, rising  from  tkp  table  in  a  fuiy,  and 
liurtfDg  his  glass  a<}io9s  the  room;  Ibc 
action  seemed  to  assuage  thestorm  whieh 
menaced  the  company,  and  seating  him- 
self again  very  cooHy,  he  resumed  in  a 
moderated  tone,  **  zoun<ls  and  the  devil ! 
must  I  wait  q  few  y^ars  b<rfbre  1  can 


Digitized  by  GbOgk 


A    MOKTB   IN    TOWN^  39 

obtaiB  the  siogle  wish  of  my  heart  ?  Go, 
gOj  ril  have  sdHi^  better  ad visfers^ — some 
who  will  pay  more  atteAtiott  to  iuy 
wishes/' 

'^  That,  my  lord/'  returned  Calderagfa, 
^'  with  all  due  deferenee^  is  impossible. 
We  will  try  the  question,  now,  if  yoo 
please;  but  remember,  my  lord,  how 
.strOfif  tfa^  Current  of  pofnilar  opinion 
rati%  sigaifist  us  on  this  subject.  Our  only 
ot^ect  in  pmposMg  delays  is  to  maik^ 
the  isstie  certain,  to  place  it  beyond 
even  the  possibility  of  failure.  We  have 
sounded  the  pfineipal  tenants,  and  they 
are  to  be  had,  but  not  until  the  public 
feeling  may  have  subi^ided.  'Tis  a  strofig 
tide,  my  lord,  and  we  cannot  stem  it ; 
therefore,  it  is  better  to  apptor  to  swim 
with  it  till  the  o]t>portunity  to  risi^t  it 
iball  appear  favourtable^"    ' 
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**  D— n  me,  there's  dome  reason  in 
it"  replied  Narcissus,  filling  a  bumper; 
I*  then  1*11  tell  you  what,  my  boys,  I  will 
give  you  two  years  from  this  very  day  to 
complete  the  business;  if  it  is  done  in 
that  time,  you  keep  your  places,  while  I 
keep  mine  ;  if  you  fail,  why  then^ — you 
shall  budge/'' 

"  I  accept  the  terms,*'  cried  Blenkin- 
son ;  "  And  I !"  "  And  I  r  cried  Eil- 
down  and  Calderagh  in  a  breath,  with 
gratitude  beaming  from  their  eyes. 

"  Then  now,  my  boys,'*  cried  Narcis- 
sus, '^  what  is  to  be  done  with  this 
daughter  of  mine?  And  how  must  I 
manage  with  my  dear  Lady  Longbon- 
net  ?"  And  then  Narcissus  began  to  re- 
capitulate all  which  had  passed  between 
Lady  Charlotte  and  Lady  Puggilla,  and 
also  all  whigh  had  passed  between  Lady 
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Puggilla  and  himself^  concluding  with 
the  promise  he  had  given  to  go  and  call 
bis  daughter  to  a  severe  account  for  her 
glaring  misconduct  on  this  occasion/' 

"Egad,  my  lord/^  returned  Eil'down; 
"  you  have  undertaken  a  difficult  job. 
I  should  not  like  to  stand  in  your  shoes. 
I  have  tried  the  experiment  once/' 

"And  you  will  try  it  again,"  inter- 
rupted Narcissus  ;  "  for  I  design  you 
the'^honour  of  representing  me  on  this 
occasion,  I  assure  you  !'* 

**  Ha  !  ha!  ha  I"  involuntarily  burst 
from  the  rest  of  the  company,  who  en- 
joyed beyond  measure  the  confusion  and 
mortification  which  shone  conspicuous 
in  the  countenance  of  Eildown ;  but  he 
was  too  good  a  judge  of  his  own  interest 
to  carry  his  feelings  to  too  ffr^at  a  length. 
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He  therefore  joined  ih  the  "He !  he  !  he  t*' 
against  himself,  and  most  comphlsiititly 
replied,  **  My  Lord,  t  tlrh  at  all  tinles 
ready  to  sacrifice  my  own  inclitiations  to 
your's ;  were  I  not  so,  I  shotild  be  the 
ihost  ungrateful  of  qacn.  1  shall  feith- 
fully  attend  to  all  yobr  lofdship's  instriic- 
tions  in  this  most  delicate  alffair/* 

•'Well  said,  my  hearty  old  cock," 
cried  Narcissus,  his  eyes  sparkling  with 
pleasure  ;  "  then,  d — n  me,  do  any  thing 
but  hit  her,  and  that  you  know  would 
not  be  perfectly  correct  to  do  at  her  age, 
setting  aside  alf  considerations  of  her 
rank  and  situation  in  the  manor.  You 
have  my  fdll  authority  to  scold  her  for 
three  hours  in  the  severest  language  you 
can  find,  an^  should  she  grow  outrage- 
ously ob'durate,  you  may  venture  to  give 
her  a  bit  of  a  shaking/' 

*^Not  for  worlds,  my  lord,"  exclaim- 
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od  Erhl6Wn.  ^^  Bgad^  my  wig  would  be 
sent  0<it  at  the  window  id  three  minutes, 
if  I  wer^  to  get  too  close  to  her  violent 
Iju}y6tlip.  As  far  as  words  will  do,  my 
lordi  I  teave  no  objection  to  resort  to  a 
few  strong  ones^  but  further  ar^gument  I 
deprecate.  A  fool  once  should  not  be  a 
fool  for  ever!'' 

^  As  you  like,  only  bring  me  a  tolera- 
ble account  for  Lady  Puggilla  in  ^he 
morning,"  repli^  Narcissus.  ''  But  now^ 
what  lean  we  do  with  her  afterwards  ?  I 
bare'hit  uf^on  a  pkin  in  my  mind  which 
goes  to  compel  hier  to  4iaye  Oraogegraft, 
whether  &h0  would  or  not.  I  have  stu- 
diously  endeavoured  to  mak^  her  think 
that  she  lias  no  kind  of  right  to  choo^^  a 
husbaia^  fer  herself,  but  imi^  tak^  «ucfe 
«n  one  as  I  shall  tecommedd,;  and  1  now 
wish  to  reap  the  benefrt  0f  my  itjgtruc- 
tions  to  her/* 

c  6 
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•*  Truly,  my  lord/'  aasWered  Blenkiu- 
son,  "  I  would  bring  the  matter  to  that 
issue  by  compulsion,  if  1  could  not  by 
any  other  means  accomplish  it.  I  have 
no  idea  of  too  great  nicety  in  these  mat- 
ters. And  as  to  Orangegraft,  I  should 
suppose  he  would  be  the  last  man  to 
throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  your 
purpose  !*' 

"  Oh,  the  fool  !**  exclaimed  Narcissus  ; 
"  I  have  got  my  bit  in  his  mouthy  an<J 
can  govern  him  and  turn  him  which  way 
I  please.  There  is  no  fear  of  his  indispo- 
sition to  the  thing  in  the  least.  I  have 
but  to  speak  the  word,  and  she  is  out 
of  the  manor  in  a  few  hours.  Then,  you 
all  agree  to— that  is^  advise  me  to  adopt 
some  new  measure  of  salutary  force  to 
impel  her  in  the  way  which  leads  to  her 
bfst  interests  ?  Do  I  so  understand  yoi^, 
my  boys  ?'\ 
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"  Aye,  aye,  my  lord,**  returned  Cal- 
deragb,  ^^  we  will  take  all  the  responsi- 
bility of  your  actions  upon  our  own  shoul- 
ders, if  that  is  what  you  are  driving  at. 
Away  with  her  ;  let  that  happy  dog  have 
her  if  he  pleases^  and  I  wish  he  may  be. 
able  to  curb  her  impetuous  spirit ;  but,  by 
the  Lord,  |  much  doubt  it/* 

"  That  will  be  his  business,*'  said  Nar- 
cissus. ^^  AH  I  want  is  to  get  her  out  of 
the  way  of  her  mother,  for  I  am  de^ 
termined,  by  hook  or  by  crook,  to  cut 
that  connection  asunder  ;  it  has  already 
caused  me  pain  and  anxiety  enough^, 
and  I  mean  to  have  ao  more  on  that 
subject.  But  you  know  my  aflfection  for 
Lady  Longbonnet ;  my  intention  it  was 
to  have  carried  my  divorce,  and  to  have 
obtained  her  previous  to  the  time  fixed 
for  her  departure  from  my  manor,  and 
of  this  she  is   aware:  how   then   can  I 
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delays  hiave  WoughtttieiWtotJhi'suiij^li- 
sant  drAcull^^/' 

«'  In  my  opihi6n,  my  loi*^/'  ^iifl  W^fa- 
kinson,  "  you  ha&  better  lay  cittr  b^- 
nioils  before  her,  arid  ot)tain  liier  ^sstir- 
ance  to  return  again  'when  your  ob- 
ject is  obtained  ;  or  if  you,  my  lord,  can 
hit  iiponi  jy^eferable  'moclb,  youths  fehall 
be  the  benefit  knd  our'is  th^  feo>e're^dh- 
sibility-^' 

The  others  agreed  in  this  sertViinent  ; 
and  the  glass  now  began  to  circulate 
pretty  freely/in  so  much  that  each  tohgu'e 
instead  of  dWelling  upon  'the  'tbenae  of 
public  business,  was  ifreighted  only  With 
tales  of  amorous  advenfureis.  '"  I  had 
a  singular  one,"  said  "Calddragh,  *''iS6iiife 
time  ago,  when  H— — — and  I  went  in- 
cog.  to  obtain,  the  votes  of 'the   tehantji 
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foi*  the  eltcttbn  of  ''  ■  to  a  isieart  in 

Alt  xjtfu hcil.  tf e Went  ihto  %  ncat-lbok- 
ing  small  house,  in  dearch  of  a  tenant 
whom  he  wanted  ;  the  object  of  our 
qnesft  wai^  dead,  but  he  ha^  16ft  a  widow 
and  a  ^u^t^  ;  th6  forfaflfer  of  tvhfond 
was  la^  on  th^  bed  of  sic%ti«9s,  whilfe  the 
latter,  with  the  utmost  filial  pi^^fy,  was 
employed  in  the  tender  office  of  chWring 
and  cherishing  the  it^valid.  She  ^as  a 
pretty  girV,  and  ^hite  the  old  tedy  kept 
H — ^-i-^  in  conversaition  hy  hter  bibd^'Side, 
for  tv^e  wfere  Emitted  witbottt  hesitation » 
I,  under  Some  pretext,  dre^  the  y6ang 
female  into  the  next  Apartment,  and  pro- 
miBeS  to  *give  her  k  hundred  poonds  to 
enkble  her  mother  and  hers^^lf  to  be 
conifbrtable;  S^  eatgerly  caught  my 
hand  and  ki^s^d  it ;  I  too4^  advantage 
of  the  moment  when  gratitude  had 
withdrawn  from  her  the  shield^  of  rea- 
son^ Sand  Thsnifiiuated  Vfete  lessdM  of  love 
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with  so  much  art,  that  the  simpleton  be-f 
lived  me,  and  eloped  to  a  lodging  which 
I  provided  for  her  for  the  night'' 

*^  Bravo  I  Bravo  !*'  cried  Narcissus — 
^'  By  the  Lord,  thou  wert  in  luck,  and 
hadst,  no  doubt,  ample  value  for  thy 
hundred  pounds  !" 

"  In  truth,  my  Lord,"  returned  Calde* 
ragh,  '^^  my  fiather  bad  told  me  that  pay 
brfore  hand  is  a  bad  system,  and  there- 
fore I  did  not  act  upon  it ;  but  in  avoid- 
ing this  error,  I  accidentally  fell  into  a 
worse  ;  for,  in  my  hurry  and  agitation! 
really  went  away,  and  never  paid  at  alL 
It  was  perfectly  unintentional,  and 
though  I  have  repeatedly  endeavoured 
to  recal  the  street  to  my  memory,  I 
have  never  been  able  to  find  it  since/* 

"  Fie  on't  I  fie  on*t,"  said  Narcissus  ; 
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*'  I  do  not  approve  of  thii^  system  of 
licentiousness.  For  my  part,  I  am  at 
least  more  honourable  in  the  measures  I 
adopt.  I  act  also  with  peculiar  delicacy 
in  all  my  advances  towards  the  fair 
sex;  and,  by  this  alliance  with  honour 
and  delicacy,  I  contrive  to  go  through 
all  my  undertakings  with  ^  certain 
degree  of  Mat  under  every  circumr 
stance/* 

"Sir,'*  replied  Calderagfa,  '^your  si- 
tuation and  influence  in  the  manor  are 
sure  guarantees  of  iclai  to  whatever  ac- 
tions you  may  think  proper  to  commit. 
But  it  is  not  so  with  us,  who  are  simply 
your  vassals ;  we  are  called  to  strict  ae^ 
count  for  every  thing  we  do ;  and  even 
that  part  of  our  conduct  which  is  D(K>st 
dazzling  and  pfaisC'^worthy,  by  the  se- 
vere scrutiny  which  it  is  compelled  to 
undergo,,  becomes  so  patched  and  so 
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meagre  m  its  i^pemrtitce,  thftt  after  it 
(bones  but  of  the  fura^fce,  in  good  truth 
it  scarcely  q>^eari3  to  -have  a  vaiuahte 
partible  left  abo«t  irt.'* 

•*  Very  ^correct,  indeed,*'  added  BJen* 
kiftBon;  ^^and  when,  by  acetdent,  we 
fall  into  any  errors  of  cotidiict,  by  Hea* 
ven,  OUT  failings  are  so  li^ravated,  our 
motives  so  traduced,  and  our  Views  so 
misrepresented,  that  the  very  frailty 
whicii  h  passed  bver  in  othei^  sfrpears 
in  us  as  a  vice  of  the  bladkesf  magiir- 
tude." 

''  Wefl,  well,'*  interrupted  Narcissus ; 
"  a  truce  with  ycKir  complaining  and 
your  nonsefise;  you  are  all  better  off 
than  you  tBerit*  But  come,  Eildown, 
let  us  havle  thy  story,  which  I  anticipate 
will  be  a  good  orte/* 
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Eildowii,  thus  cftlted  upon,  wai^  too 
obedient  a  servant  ko  hesitate;  beings 
however,  a  tenant  who  was  accustomed 
to  deliberate  over  everj  word,  he  spcA:e 
a  prodigious  length  of  time :  he  com- 
menced very  slowly,  tod  with  a  long 
string  of ''  bumphs'^  and  "  ha's/'  which 
kept  his  auditors  in  a  continued  roar 
of  laughter  for  some  minutes.  At 
length,  howiver,  after  prefacing  that 
his  hatred  to  a  falsehood  e)cceeded  even 
the  disKke  be  fett  to  his  own  expostire, 
he  went  through  a  narrative  <5if  an  event, 
in  \frhich  he  was  the  principal  &i^o;,but 
the  glaring  indelicacy  of  which  pre- 
vents us  from  giving  it  in  detail,  lest, 
gentle  readfei",  the  Suppressors  of  Viice 
should  lay  their  talons  on  us  and  our 
story. 

Poor  Eildown  had  b«en  interrupted 
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about  a  dozen  times  by  the  boisterous 
and  ill-timed  mirth  which  was  ocea* 
sioned  by  his  unaffected  detail  of  the' 
circumstances  of  his  frailty;  but  no 
sooner  had  he  reached  the  cohclusioa 
than  he  joined  in  the  laugh,  being,  in 
truth,  one  of  the  most  even-tempered  men 
living,  and  wh6  had  just  as  soon  join  in 
a  laugh  against  himself  as  against  any 
body  else ;  and  besides,  he  was  too  much 
attached  to  his  own  interest,  to  take  of- 
fence even*  at  any  sneers  aimed  at  him- 
self, when  be  perceived  either  that  Nar- 
cissus vras  th^  marksman,  or  joined  in 
the  sport. 

"  By  the  lord,  Eildown,''  said  Nar- 
cissus,  ^^rU  have  thee  hanged  for  con- 
spiring against  my  life,  for  such  immo- 
derate laughing  would  soon  bring  me  to 
a  premature  grave.     Egad  !  I  have  not 
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laughed  SO  for  these  twenty  years,  Pll 
be  sworn.  In  truth  thou  art  a  merry 
well-conceited  fellow,  and  art  the  very 
soul  and  buffoon  of  the  company.  Me- 
thinks  thou  wert  intended  by  nature  for 
an  ape  rather  than  a  map,  if  thy  tale  be 
correct  \" 

Eildowri  bowed  very  low  to  Narcissus, 
as  much  as  to  say,  ^'  Even  to  be  called  an 
ape  by  the  deputy-lord  is  highly  com- 
plimedtary  to  my  character f 

"Well,  Blenkinson,'*  resumed  Nar- 
cissus, "  and  how  hast  thou  employed 
thyself?  To  a  better  purpose,  I  trust, 
than  Eildown,  or  I  shall  not  have  so 
high  an  opinion  of  thy  prowess  as  I  have 
been  accustomed  to  have.  Let  us  have 
more  wine,  to  accompany  this  new  nar- 
rative.   Go  on,  boy  V\ 
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,  SlenkinsoB  begao. — ""^  In  trutb>  sir,  I 
should  be  sorry  to  ctit  sucb  a  figure  as 
my  friend  apd  eompamron  Eildown  has 
done  before  me.  I  am  not  much  adapted 
foi"  these  kind  of  exploits ;  my  disposi^ 
tidn  pbinfs  to  more  steady  obflects.  You 
all  know  that  my  grandfather  was  secre- 
tary to  a  great  man ;  from  which  he 
never  advanced  to  any  thing  of  a  su- 
periot  description.  6ut  for  a  fortunate 
ioeident  I  a?so  kn%ht  have  been  doomed 
to  a  similsfr  bw  line  of  life.  Chance^ 
however,  had  ordained  otherwise;  and 
one  day  i  was  standing  ne^r  a  house  of 
ill  fame,  when  I  witnessed  ^n  iilustrions 
vassal  of  this  mranor,  wlio  had  ptoinisai 
me  his  prdt^tibn,  eikter  into  this  abode 
of  licentiousness.  He  had  not  been 
th^ne  many  minutes  bfefore  I  heard  a 
terrible  outcry  Within,  followed  by  a 
screaming  of  "  miiVder,"  pronounced  ia 
a  most  pitiful  voice,  which  I  knew  to  be 
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far  ^^istaucpi ;  ^  ajiom^at's  d^y .  r^ig^irt 
prove  fetaU  I  f  iupa,ti?o«e4  up  co^fi^^ 
recollecting  that  a  little  energy  on  this 
occasion  might  be  the  making  of  me, 
rushed  boldly  into  the  house,  the  door 
being  half  open,  and  knocking  at  an 
apartment  whence  the  noise  proceeded, 
I  saw  my  friend  under  two  ruffians,  who 
were  rifling  his  pockets  with  the  loud- 
est menaces.  I  instantly  called  my 
protector  by  his  name,  and  exclaimed 
that  his  servants  were  all  at  the  door  of 
the  house  whither  we  bad  traced  hinj. 
The  villains  flew  in  terror;  I  assisted 
my  patron  to  rise,  told  him  my  scheme, 
assisted  him  to  escape,  and  was  imme- 
diately raised  to  dignity.  This  is  all 
'  I  have  ever  had  to  do  with  an  exploit  of 
this  description," 

Blenkinson   received    great   applause 
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for  his  ingenoity;  and  the  whole  party, 
after  getting  glariousfy  drunk,  sallied 
forth  in  search  of  new  adventures. 
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CHAPTER    XXIi: 

Eildoum  proceedeih  to  Lady  Charloiie-^Bun'^og 
— The    Interview — Unexpected     Interruption-^ 
Eildown's  Mbrtijication — His  Escape  and  Re-  ^ 
turn — Consultation  with  Narcissus fOnd  Decision* 

On  the  following  morniog  Eildown  pro- 
ceeded to  execute  the  commission  with 
which  he  had  been  charged  by  Narcis- 
sus. The  anticipation  of  this  tremen- 
dous business  had  so  agitated  him  during 
the  whole  of  the  night,  that,  '^  many  a 
time  and  oft"  did  his  astonished  wife  en- 
deavour, by  every  means  in  her  power, 
to  draw  from  him  the  secret  of  his  unea^ 
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siness ;  and  at  length  after  much  exer- 
tion, in  one  of  those  moments  and  by 
one  of  those  modes  in  and  by  which  wo- 
men always  prevail,  she  succeeded,  and 
learned  the  whole  of  the  important  bu- 
siness. All  the  comfort  she  could  im- 
part, however,  availed  but  li^ttleto  com- 
pose her  sleepless  and  Uncomfortable 
husbapd:  he  drea<^ed  90,me  violeace 
from  the  w114  and  yn^overnable  fpirit 
fjf  Lft^y  Ch|irlo4te,  ?i^d  to  llyf  i^i^er 
hUk  F9ilk  apx  his  native  pride  would  allow 
him  quietly  to  submit,  yet  which  the 
law  of  the  m^iiof  would  not  allow  him 
lo  retatiiate.  There  was  no  alternative  ^ 
hit  must  fitber  fulfil  the  pleasu^  of  Nar- 
cisfus,  or  must  give  up  what  was  dearer 
^o  him  than  life  itself — the  aweets  of  his 
situation.  Thi^  letter  idea  reconciled 
him  more  than  any  other  consideration 
to  the  task  he  was  ab^ut  to  undertake. 
Let  ceme  wfaat  would,  he  knew  kifi  fide- 
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Hty  to  Nardissus  would  gaia  him  fats 
public  esteetn  and  cauntenanoe,  backed 
by  wbieh  he  should  maintain  his  situa-^ 
lion  in  the  manor»  and  command  unlver* 
$9A  respect  aad  approbation. 

Notwithstanding  he  thus  fortified  him-^ 
self  by  every  reflection  he  could  com^* 
mand,  when  be  set  out  upon  his  expedi- 
tion he  look^  more,  like  a  malefactor 
going  to  execution  than  th^  head  of  thi 
t^nwt^  of  the  m^O^r  ol  Fever-isle.  Ser 
:vetal  times  be  faltered  and  wavered  in 
the  street)  as  undetermined  whether  he 
biip^f  should  proceed  boldly  to  oppose 
the  whole  fury  of  the  storm  which  might 
ensiie,  or  whether,  copying  his  noble 
lobster's  example,  he  should  loqk  round 
him  for  aois^  substitute  to  take  tbe  dis^ 
agreeable  task  #ut  of  his  hands.  Self- 
interest  opposed  this  sentiment,  as  Nar<^ 
cissus  Height  h^ar  of  the  cificumstance ; 

VOL.    HI.  D 


d  by  Google 


dO  *  A  MONTH    IN.  TOWN. 

and,  if  so,  the  cheat  would  be  fatal  to 
the  character  he  wished  to  support  with 
Narcissus,  and  might,  perchance,  lead 
to  his  ultimate  downfall.  He  therefore 
summoned  all  the  intrepidity  he  could 
command,  and  pushed  forward  with 
the  utmost  speed,  with  a  view  to  dis- 
patch the  matter  aei  quickly  as  possible. 

In  the  mean  time,  Lady  Charlotte 
had  been  occupied  during  the  morning 
by  the  conversation  of  Bull-dog,  who, 
hearing  that  she  had  received  but  in- 
different treatment,  gallantly  resolved  to 
wait  upon  her  ladyship,  and  to  make  her 
an  offer  of  his  assistance,  if,  at  any  time, 
she  should  be  so  situated  as  to  require  it* 
In  the  natural  candour  and  simplicity  of 
her  heart.  Lady  Charlotte  immediately 
told  the  veteran  every  thing  which  had  be-  • 
fallen  her  since  she  had  been  persecuted 
by  the   addresses    of  Orangegraft,   and 
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every  now  and  then  he  would  start  up, 
clap  his  hand  to  bis  sword,  and  vow  that 
the  recital  filled  his  old  worn-out  veins 
with  all  the  strength  and  fire  and  energy 
of  youth.     Lady  Charlotte  thanked  him 
most   sincerely  for  the  interest  he  ex- 
pressed in  her  welfare,  and  was  on  the 
point    of  asking   his   advice    how   she 
should  act   under  her  present  circum* 
stances  of  peril  and  difficulty,  with  her 
own  happiness,  on  one  side,  at  stake,  and 
all  her  filial  affection  ;  and,  on  the  other, 
the  affection  of  her  father  and  his  future 
good  opinion^  when  Eildown's  name  was 
announced,  and  Lady  Charlotte  shrunk 
within  herself    at  the    anticipation    of 
some  circumstances  hostile  tb  her  peace. 

Bull-dog  saw  her  agitation,  as  he  was 
offering  to  take,  leave,  and  immediately 
hesitated  to  take  his  departure,  and  La- 
dy Charlotte  seeing  him  undetermined, 
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iotreated  him  i)ot  to  leave  her,  but  to 
retire  into  a  dressing  room  adjoining, 
that  he  might  be  within  call  if  she  should 
feel  occasion  for  him ;  to  which  Bull- 
dog immediately  assented,  and,  retiring, 
determined  that  whoever  should  venture 
to  offer  her  any  insult  should  feel  the 
weight  of  bis  arm,  and  learn  from  him 
an  impressive  lesson  of  gallantry. 

He  had  scarcely  taken  his  position  in 
the  dressing-room,  before  Eildown  en* 
tered  the  room  where  Lady  Charlotte 
was  sitting,  and,  without  much  ceremony 
of  manner,  or  without  ever  venturing 
to  look  into  her  face,,  the  shrinking  mes- 
senger began  to  detail  the  sorrow  and 
surprise  which  Narcissus  had  felt  upon 
hearing  from  his  mother  of  the  ungra- 
cious and  rude  reception  she  had  met 
with  during  her  recent  visit,  for  which 
it  was  his    lordship's  desire  that  she 
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should  mak^  an  immediate  and  ifuU  s^pf}^ 
logy,  as  some  recompence  to  the  wound- 
ed feelings  of  bet  illustrious  grandmo^ 
tber.  And  as  Eildown  concluded,  h9 
too]^  out  his  handkerchief,  and  began  to 
blow  his  nose  most  furiously,  hoping^ 
no  doubt,  to  out-thunder  the  scolding 
which  he  anticipated  from  the  anger  of 
Lady  Charlotte. 

He  had  replaced  his  handkerchief  in 
his  pockety  however,  before  she  made  any 
leply,  and  that  silence  increased  hi^ 
terrors,  winding  them  up  to  the  highest 
pitch.  At  length  Lady  Charlotte  cough* 
ed,  blew  her  nose,  and  in  the  coolest 
t6ne  imaginable,  exclaimed,—**  Well, 
and  is  this  the  end  of  your  communica^ 
tion?'* 

*'  Yes,  my  lady,'*  returned  Eildown— 
"that  is  all— I  believe.       Y^— ^uite 
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all. — Only,  if  I  knew  any  mode  of  im- 
pressing more  strongly  upon  your  mind 
penitence^ for  your  very  ill  conduct  to- 
wards Lady  Puggilla^  I  should  think  it 
most  certainly  my  duty  to  adopt  it  in 
conveying  my  message  to  your  ladyship, 
since  your  own  sense  of  right  and  wrong 
must  sufficiently  convince  you  that  you 
have  been  guilty  of  a,  very  great  and . 
audacious  breach  of  good-manners/* 

"Humph!"  ejaculated  Lady  Char- 
lotte. Eildown  did  not  recover  himself 
for  some  moments,  but,  finding  that  no- 
thing followed,  he  at  length  proceeded. 

"  I  say,  my  lady,  you  ought  not  to 
have  given  loose,  as  you  have  done,  to 
the  violence  of  your  ungovernable  tem- 
per ;  since  every  law,  human  and  divine, 
teaches  us  duty  andaiSection  to  our  su- 
periors and  elders,  and  more  especially 
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to  those  who  are  united  to  us  in  bonds 
of  consanguinity.  And,  my  lady,  if  a 
daughter  of  mine  had  behaved  to  her 
grandmother  as  you  have  behaved  to 
your's,  egad,  I  should  have  considered 
myself  justified  in  giving  her  a  little 
manual  chastisement/' 

"  You  would  indeed,  my  good  friend  ?' 
interrupted  Lady  Charlotte,  in  a  sneer- 
ing tone  of  voice — '*   then  now   let   me 
speak  a  word   in  your  ear !"     Eildown  . 
drew  back,  startled  at  the  iiaport  of  her 
words,and  mechanically  lifted  up  both  his 
hands  to  his  wig,  and  ran  back  afew  paces, 
with  the  most  unequivocal  symptoms  of 
fear  and  amazement  pictured   in  every 
feature,  and  a  deathly  paleness  mantling 
in  his  cheeks. 

Lady  Charlotte  resumed — "Come  hi- 
ther, friend.  Dost  know  me  ?  Dost 
recollect  whom  I  am  ?     Am  I  not   the 
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heiress  of  this  manor  ?  And  art  thou 
not  one  of  those  servile  instruments  of 
power,  who  will  one  day  perhaps  ap- 
proach me,  on  hended  knee,  to  suppli- 
cate a  grace,  and  to  win  the  smile  of 
my  protection  ?  Go — go,  man  ;  thou 
art  proud,  ignorant,  hollow-hearted,  and 
shallow-headed  !  Thou  hast  foolishly 
imagined  thou  wert  talking  to  one  of 
thine  own  rank.  Get  out  of  my  house, 
fellow,  and  tell  thy  master,  from  me, 
that  he  mus*  send  a  wiser  messenger, 
before  he  t^an  teach  me  any  lessons  of 
pfenitciice  and  behaviour/* 

These  little  taunts,  strange  to  say, 
roused  the  limited  portion  of  spirit 
which  was  blended  in  Eildown*s  compo- 
sition, and,  assuming  a  courage  which 
he  had  seldom  before  possessed^  he  ad- 
vanced a  few  paces  towards  Lady  Char- 
lotte, and  replied^  "  Madani,  your  lady* 
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ship's  high  spirit  must  and  shall  be 
humbled.  Do  you  imagine  that  your 
insolent  taunts  have  power  to  intimidate 
me  ?  You  require  correction,  and  you 
will  ere  long  receive  a  due  portion;  In 
fact,   I  am  now  enipowered  to  .         ■/* 

Lady  Charlotte  shrieked,  exclaiming, 
**  Wretch,  do  you  dare  to  naenace?'* 
and  at  the  same  instant  the  door  flew 
open,  and  Bull -dog  rushed  vehemently 
upon  Eildown,  who  had  assumed  a  vio« 
lent  attitude  to  give  more  effect  to  his 
menaces,  and  seizing  him  by  the  collar 
vociferated^  as  he  shook  the  trembling 
Mercury,  ^*  Scoundrel  t  is  this  your  treat- 
ment of  your  master's  daughter  ?  Wfere 
it  not  respect  for  the  presence  of  her 
whom  you  have  insulted  which  restrains* 
my  hand,  I  would  strike  you,  mean 
— — — ,  into  the  earth..  As  it  is,  how^- 
ever,  thank  Lady  Charlotte  that  you 
D  5 
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have  escaped  with  a  whole  $kin/  and  that 
yourpUnishment  is  limited  to  being  kick- 
ed out  into  the  street.  Come,  piaster  Mer- 
cury, take  your  leave,  and  let  me  escort, 
you  to  the  door,  that  I  may  show  you 
the  speediest  mode  of  making  an  exit/' 

The  trembling  Eildown's  courage  en- 
tirely evaporated,     as   soon  as  he  saw 
Bull-dog,   and,   in   the  first   moment  of 
fear,  he  would  wiHingly  have  given  even 
his  situation  to  have  been  fairly  out  of 
the  premises.      **  What   a  fool  am   I  !*' 
muttered  he  to  himself,   while  his  fierce 
antagonist  stood  shaking  him.     ''  What 
a  d — d  fool  am  I  to  suflFer  myself  to  be 
compelled  to  undertake  such  a  cursed 
business !     Why  the  devil  was  not  Blen- 
kinson   or  Calderagh  employed   in   the 
business  ?     Why  is   po<>r   Pill  Garlick 
always  selected  to  go  upon  every  for- 
lorn expedition,   wherever  there  is  dan- 
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ger  and  disgrace  to  be  met,- but  not  an 
atom  of  fame  to  be  obtained  ?"  And  then 
the  bare  idea  of  the  danger  he  had  es- 
caped, and  the  prospect  of  the  kicking 
which  BulUdog  had  promised,  and  which 
he  had  not  the  least  doubt  he  should  re^ 
ceive,  made  such  a  powerful  impression 
upon  his  feelings,  that  he  could  scarcely 
support  his  own  weight,  but  was  glad  to 
borrow  a  little  strength  from  the"  door- 
post near  which  he  stood.     After  Bull- 
dog had  desired  him  to  be  gone,  how- 
ever,   he  made  a  feeble    movement  to 
obey   the  order,  and,    turning    himself 
round,  was  about   to  sneak  out   of  the 
room,  when  his  violent  adversary,  giv- 
ing him  a  sudden  jerk  round,  desired  him 
ftrst   to  take  his  leslve    in  a  becoming 
manner,  and   to  beg  pardon  for  the  in- 
tolerable rudeness  he  had  been  guilty  of 
to\Vards  his  young  mistress.     "  Come/* 
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said  Bull-dog,'  "  no  hesitation !    Down 
on  your  marrow-bones,  fellow  !** 

Eildown  remonstrated  with  all  his 
power  against  this  required  indignity. 
^'  Remember  my  rank  and  situation,** 
said  he,  "  and  pray  let  me  be  gone  with- 
out acting  a  part  which,  were  it  to  g^itt 
wind,  would  blast  my  reputation  for  ever, 
and  lose  me  the  favour  and  confidence 
of  Narcissus.     I  pray  you,  let  me  go/*^ 

"Down  on  your  marrow-bonea, 
fellow  !*'  reiterated  Bull-dog,  in  atone  of 
voice  which  plainly  enough  showed  that 
he  was  not  to  be  trifled  with.  "  What 
care  I  about  your  rank  and  dignity  ! 
You  have  disgraced  yourself  by  your 
ill  behaviour  to  this  illustrious  lady, 
and  begging  her  pardon  will  diminish 
your  degradation  rather  than  increase 
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it.  Yoti  have  thought  proper  to  foi^et 
her  exalted  rank  and  situatioD.-^Ho\r 
can  you  presume  to  think  that  your  owa 
will  be  remembered  V^ 

"  I  will  promise  never  to  offend  again 
— pray  let  that  suffice!  Nay,  I  will 
pledge  my  honour  to  the  assurance,** 
returned  the  trembling  Eildown . 

Bull-dog  looked  at  him  a  moment  with 
the  utmost  contempt.  "The  honour  of 
a  man  who  hsis  no  gallantry,  no  respect 
for  the  fair  sex,  is  but  a  very  slight 
pledge;  I  will  not  take  it;  it  shall  have 
no  currency  with  me ;  so  down,  down 
upon      your      marrow-bones,      or      by 

the  blood  of  the  saint '*  and  he  kid 

his  hand  on  his  sword. 

The  motion  was  sufficient  to  drive 
away  all  further  hesitation  from  the  mind 
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of  Eildown,  who  most  mechanically  and 
involuntarily    dropped  upon   his  knees, 
and  muttered  out  the    apology,   which 
Bull-dog  dictated,'  expressing  his  peni- 
tence for  his  past  vile  misbehaviour,  and 
craving  forgiveness  on  the  condition  that 
he  should  offend   no  more.       And    no 
sooner  had  he  concluded  the  mortifying 
task,  than  he  started  up,  and  was  making 
a    precipitate    movement     towards    the 
door,  when  he  was  again  stopped  by  the 
determined  Bull-dog,    who,   gently  tak- 
ing him  by  the  arm,  whispered  in   his 
paralyzed  ear  that  there  was  still  the 
ceremony  of  kicking  to    be   performed, 
and  that  he  anticipated  such  most  bene- 
ficial   consequences  from   the    perform- 
ance of  it,  that  he  would  by  no  means 
consent  to  postpone  or  to  dispense  with 
it.      . 

Poor  Eildown's    ague-fit   came    oq 
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again.  '*  I  have  a  disorder/*  whispdred 
he  to  Bull-dog,  "  which  any  violent 
agitation  of  the  part  will  be  sure  to  re. 
new  with  terrible  violence  ;  and  as  I  am 
but  recently  recovered  from  a  severe  at- 
tack of  it,  I  pray  you  make  no  assault 
on  me  which  may  put  my  life  in  jeo- 
pardy.'' 

*'  Thy  life  is  very  valuable,  in  good 
truth,'*  returned  BuU-dog,  relaxing  a 
little  from  his  firmness  ;  and  Lady  Char- 
lotte, who  considered  the  mortification 
which  Eildown  had  undergone  as  quite 
adequate  to  his  offence,  interfered,  and 
begged  Bull-dog  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
punishment  he  had  already  inflicted ; 
and,  in  consideration  of  her  interfe- 
rence, the  veteran  consented  ;  and  Eil- 
down, fearful  lest  he  should  retract  his 
resolution,  sprang  out  pf  the  room,  and, 
in  a  few  moments^  reached  the  street,  re? 
urning  his  most  fervent  thanks  to  Hea. 
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ven  that  he  had  got  out  of  the  scrape  so 
well  as  he  did.  And  all  the  way  home 
did  this  pot-valiant  Mercury  curse  hi* 
own  folly  and  stupidity,  which  had  hur- 
ried him  into  the  disgrace  he  had  met 
with,  and  vent  his  spleen  now  and  thea 
most  audibly  against  the  sneaking  cow- 
ardice  of  those  who^  no  doubt,  had  per- 
suaded Narcissus  to  send  him  upon  the 
devilish  errand.  He  vowed,  however, 
that  in  future  no  inducement  should  per- 
suade him  to  call  on  Lady  Charlotte 
tj^ain,  let  the  cause  of  his  visit  be  never 
so  opposite  to  what  it  bad  now  been  ;  for 
he  felt  no  kind  of  inciination*to  fiace  her 
a  third  time  on  any  business  whatever.— 
Twice  he  had  been  in  danger  through 
his  readiness  to  step  between  father  and 
daughter,  and  twice,  he  protested,  should 
limit  the  number  of  his  expeditions  in 
this  quarter ;  for  he  found,  to  his  own 
costy  that  he  had  neither  taste,  capacity^ 
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nor  courage,  to  go  through  such  under- 
takings. 

In  the  midst  of  these  silent  vaws,  he 
arrived  at  the  castle,  where  he  found 
Narcissus  eagerly  waiting  his  arrival  to 
hear  the  particulars  of  the  interview  be- 
fore his  mother  should  arrive.  Calde- 
ragh  was  with  him,  agitated  by  a  curio- 
sity scarcely  less  inferior  to  that  of  his 
master.  No  sooner,  however,  did  th^ 
set  eyes  on  their  Mercury,  who  came 
panting  into  the  room,  with  his  wig  stuck 
a^peakj  his  eyes  wildly  staring,  and  his 
teeth  still  chattering  from  the  violence  of 
the  recent  shock,  than  they  began  to  an- 
ticipate nothing  but  disappointment ; 
and  Narcissus  could  scarcely  find  power 
to  ask  him  how  far  he  had  succeeded. 

After  a  countless  number  of  breaka 
and  hesitations,  Eildown  contrived  to  get 
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through  his  tale  up  to  the  moment  of 
Bull-dog's  appearance  ;  and  the  bright- 
ening countenance  of  Narcissus  seemed 
to  say,  The  rascal  has  been  quizzing 
me  !  he  has  succeeded  after  all.  Scarce- 
ly had  the  sentiment  flashed  across  his 
face,  however,  before  Eildown  told  of 
the  interference  of  the  veteran  soldier, 
and,  in  a  moment,  Calderagh  turned 
pale,  and  Narcissus,  passing  from  one 
extreme  of  feeling  to  the  other,  could 
scarcely  find  language  in  which  to  ena- 
)body  the  rage  he  felt.  He  stormed  and 
swore,  and  stamped,  and  vowed  venge- 
ance against  the  insolent  intruder,  who 
had  dared  to  thrust  himself  into  the  se- 
crets and  private  affairs  of  the  family,  in 
which  he  was  nothing  more  than  a  visi- 
tor. And  this  anger  increased  as  Eil- 
down proceeded  to  the  recapitulation  of 
his  own  disgrace,  and  to  the  detail  of  the 
humiliation  he  was  obliged  to  undergo 
as'the  condition  of  his  escape. 
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"  And  did  you  really  go  on  your  knees, 
and  make  an  apology  to  the  termagant 
young  husdey  ?"  asked  Narcissus,  in  a 
tone  scarcely  audible, 

"  What  could  I  do,  my  lord?''  re- 
turned Eildovfh;  "  I  had  no  alternative, 
and  I  thought  myself,  in  fact,  very  for- 
tunate to  get  away,  and  to  have  the  kick- 
ing part  of  the  business  remitted,  which, 
I, assure  you,  my  Lord,  I  dreaded  infi- 
nitely more  than  you  may  be  aware  of, 
and  would  have  given  all  I  possess  to 
have  avoided  !" 

"Egad!"  cried  Calderagh,  « I'll  be 
sworn  your  honour  quaked  pretty  much 
at  the  prospect  of  the  vi«it  it  anticipated 
from  Bull-dog's  foot !''  ^    ' 

"  What  can  be  done  ?"  cried  Narcis- 
sus— "  I  from  this  moment  shall  mortally 
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hate  this  Bull-dog,  for  thwarting  my 
views,  and,  as  for  my  mother,  when,  she 
comes  presently,  I  shall  have  some  story 
to  cook  up  for  her,  or  otherwise  I  shall 
be  plunged  into  a  new  dilemma*  Advise 
me  how  to  proceed,  Eildowo ;  for  it  is 
through  your  cowardice  and  bad  ma« 
nag^ment  that  I  have  been  brought  into 
all  this  scrape.  Would  to  God  I  had 
gone  myself  P* 

•*  Would  to  God  you  had,  my  lord  !*' 
responded  Eildown ;  "  and  to  X  have 
since  wished  a  hundred  times ;  then  I 
should,  at  least,  have  saved  my  credit 
and  my  pride  from  a  severe  mortifica* 
tion ;  but  God  only  knows,  whether* 
your  lordship  would  have  succeeded  a 
whit  better.  With  respect  to  the  affair, 
as  it  now  stands,  I  should  advise  that 
the  transaction  be  altogether  hushed  up, 
for  should  it  get  wind,  and  be  blazoned 
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about  and  commented  upon  by  all  the 
scribblers  of  the  day,  we  should  allcut 
but  a  sorry  figure.  For  instance  now, 
what  a  pretty  groupe  we  should  make 
Tor  a  caricature  or  a  lampoon  !" 

•'You  wish  to  have  your  part  in  the 
affair  omitled,  I  suppose/'  said  Narcis- 
sus ;  **  and  then  as  to  the  rest  of  the  per- 
formance, it  might  e*en  go  forth,  and 
meet  the  comments  of  the  world,  and  it 
would. — ^You  would  not  give  yourself 
much  concern  about  the  effect  or  the 
issue,  ril  be  sworn." 

"Natural  enough,  my  lord!'*  added 
Calderagh— "  for  Eildown  to  wish  to 
preserve  his  honour  from  the  gripe  of 
the  gossips  and  libellers  on  the  estate ; 
and  as  your  lordship  knows  from  expe- 
rience, as  well  as  any  lord  that  ever 
owned  the  manor,  that  they  are  pretty 
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numerous,  and  ready  to  lay  hold  on  every 
trifle  for  their  commentaries  and  mis- 
representations, I  think  it  would  be 
most  advisable  to  muffle  the  matter/^ 

Narcissus  agreed  to  the  suggestions 
of  his  advisers^  and  the  transaction  was 
ordered  to  be  kept  secret,  and  Bull-dog 
to  be  treated  as  before  it  occurred. 
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CHAPTER   XXllJ. 

The  Avthor  introduceih  a  new  Character  who 
dealeth  in  Futurity ^His  mysteriotis  Manner  ex- 
citeth  much  Notice^  and  procures  Admission  fa 
Lady  Charlotte^His  Predictions — An  Acci" 
dent^  . 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Lady  Char- 
lotte's residence,  there  lived  a  painter  of 
some  celebrity,  who  of  late  years  had 
omitted  the  practice  of  sketching  the 
outward  features  of  nature,  and  taken  to 
pourtraying  the  countenance  of  fate;  or 
in  other  words,  he  had  withdrawn  his 
attention,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  own  proper  art,  and  di- 
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reefed  it  to  the  study  of  astrology,  so 
that  go  when  you  would  to  see   him,  he 
was  always  wrapped  'up  in  the  profun- 
dity  of  bis   own    meditations,    holding 
conferences  with  the  stars,  or  drawifig 
mysterious  lines  and  figures  in   a  blank 
paper  book,  which  invariably  lay  before 
him ;    and  from  these  mysterious  lines 
and  figures,    duly  interpolated  and  ia- 
terlined,  he  would. tell  you,  .as  he  pre- 
tended,  every   feature  of  that   part  of 
your   life   which  was  yet  to  come,  as 
well  as  the  portion    which  had  passed 
away ;  and  by  the  accuracy  with  which 
he  did  the  letter,  he  left  you   to  judge 
of  the  probable  correctness  of  his  predic- 
tions.    In  truth  he  was  a  man  who  had 
imposed  so  much  upon  the  credulous  te- 
nantry,  that  even   the    highest  classes, 
and  those  who  were  supposed  to  possess 
most  intellect,  and    were  most    remote 
from  superstitious  influence,  flocked  to 
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his  house,  to  gain  a  little  insight  into 
the  variegations  of  their  future  exists' 
etiee;  and,  as  he  found  the  new  bpsi* 
ness  fiU  his  tim«  and  his  pockets,  he 
gradually  deserted  the  use  of  the  brush 
a1[)d  the  pencil,  andj  in  due  time,  became 
celebrated  as  a  most  learned  astrologer, 
and  one  whose  prophecies  were  certain 
of  verification* 

This  mystefy-explaining  knave  had 
some  interest  among  the  attendants  of 
Lady  Charlotte,  and  was.  continually 
sounding  in  their  ears  the  wonders  of 
his  art  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  fore- 
see all  which  would  befal  Lady  Char- 
lotte,-and  as,  in  speaking  on  this  sub^ 
ject  he  assumed  a  vety  particular  mys* 
teriousness  of  deportment  and  conversa- 
^tion,  the  sagacious  domestics  instantly 
imagined  that  theYe  might  be  some  very 
dreadful  feature   in   the  future  fate  of 
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their  bdy^  which  be  would  not  impart 
to  thom^  yet  whklt  ter  ladyship  o«gbt 
to  be  «q<|U2»Bte4  wijtb)  in  ord^  that 
^  PEiiglit  endeavoMi  tp^^^oid  it*  The 
biu$9.  gradually  is^pread  it^self  tbroug^iout 
thj^  bpyi9sisboUL»  and  30oa  reached  the 
eai^skof  Leedisley,  who  wai^  the  tutpress^ 
of  l^^y  Cb«^rlotte ;  b«^  who,  baiting  su- 
'f)erior  sense  to  the  inferipc  atteadaiUS) 
treated  the  subject  as  ian  old  naother's 
Ink  witfoc^t  Ba^anif^  or  eoMequeotte 
i^^bed  toi  in.  Day^  «ft^  day/bpwweiv 
pa9$iQg;  0n,  a»djth6  qoi^vefsi^tioii  o€  tber 
household  beoom^  atilLmore  uai^ar-i^ 
.sal  a^d  Mni^qw^^aal  oo  the  subj^Qt^, 
l^ed^Je^/  liesolved  to  see  the  astrolog^il 
heirself^,  and,  to  heart  fr^mii  his  owo;  moutk 
tfh^t.  thi^  B(iysterio»i»  Oiaoner  of  hia  poi^ 
teqdedt  She  ^Qcordingly  desicedt  him  to* 
be  3ent  to  her  private  aparttnent;  that 
she  linigbt  have  the  opportunity  ofquea^ 
tipning  him  withp^t  fear  of.iQtBrraptJboni 
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tHd  taiisfy  betself  whether  he  was  teef^^ 
ly  the  chips  of  fa]9  own  dredaHty  nhd 
obs»f)tiate  atttobffi^til  to  aa  ofbddlefi 
Mkiice,  or  ^kethef  lie  vtM  afn  itripMtbf 
vrho  only  sought  t<y  €iifcii^  diarm  t^  i^ 
|)\ir|>ode  of  setf-emolunierit* 

The  astrologer  tatti^,  and  ateuolin^  ani 
air  of  sdWftiportaiice,  required  to  knbt^ 
the  pleasure  of  Leedsley^  Who  i^^Kedi 
*•  I  Understand,  Sir,  tfcat  you  are  ai  pchf*^ 
son  that  hotels  eorrei^Ondei^ce  w^ith  thtf 
star^  thence  deriving  informatioii  re^ 
specting  the  destinies  of  n^nkind ;  stud 
further,  that  in  speaking  of  the  fate  of 
our  beloved  Lady  Charlotte,  you  have 
assumed  mudh  mysteriousness  of  m^ti* 
Aer  and  conversation.  tlThat  niay  Slf 
this  mean?** 

**  I  am  \;^liaf  you  hate  expressed  met 
to  be,**   replied  the  conjuror,  **adiscii 
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pie  of  the  exalted  science  of  astrology, 
fFhich  gives  to  me  a  prescience,  unknown 
to  the  illiterate.  I  have  cast  the  nativi- 
^:ctf  the  Lady  Charlotte^  as  near  as  I 
am  able,  from  incorrect  information, 
mnd  there*  is  much  black  and  portentous 
matter  evident  therein  ;  but  before  I 
point  out  the  malignities  I  have  disco-' 
vered,  I  could  wish  her  ladyship  to  an« 
gwer  me  a  few  questions  herself,  which 
are  necessary  to  be  resolved  before  I  can 
tnake  such  a  calculation  as  may  be  de^ 
pended  upon.  Excuse  me  from  saying 
further/' 

.  Leedsley  endeavoured  in  vain  to  pro- 
cure further  information  on  the  subject ; 
the  only  result  of  the  interview  was,  that 
she  satisfied  herself  that  the  man  was,  in 
fact,  what  he  pretended  to  be,  and  be- 
lieved that  he  could  discover  what  events 
'  would  befal  Lady  Charlotte.     *'  Well,*' 
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said  she,  "  now  and  then,  he^may  come 
something  near  an  occurrence,  which' 
chance  might  bring  about,  but  it  is^ 
impossible  that  he  can  open  the  ar<:and 

of  futurity." 

t 

With  this  conviction,  she  decided  not 
to  say  a  word  to  Lady  Charlotte  on  the 
snbject,  but  let  the  impression  which  bad 
been  made  by  the  prediction  gradually 
die  away,  confident  as  she  felt  that  ho^ 
thing  could  arise  from  it.  She  was  de-. 
ceived,  however,  in  her  expectations;  for 
instead  of  dying  away,  it  daily  acquired* 
new  strength,  and  ultimately  reached  the 
Lady  Charlotte,  through  the  medium  of 
one  of  her  gentlemen. 

**  Bless  me,  Leedsley,"  said  Lady 
Charlotte,  one  day,  while  sitting  with 
her  tutoress^  ''  I  understand'  .  there 
is  some  astrologer  about  here,  who  has 
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|>e^  t^kipg  d  great  de»l  ctf  pains  to  dhf* 
wver  all  aboul  my  future  fate,  Hftve 
lot  yon  beard  any  thing  a&out  hiio, 
I^^i^Iey  ?'* 

Leedsley  was  puzzled  with  the  ques- 
tioo,  fearing  that  Lady  Charlotte  might 
feel  offended  at  her  ailenos  on  the 
fubjept,  if  she  acknowledged  she  had 
known  the  circumstance  before  ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  having  an  insufferable  ob^ 
jection  to  tell  an  untruth.  After  a  slight 
pause,  however,  she  returned,^-"  Yes, 
madam,  I  have'  heard  of  the  man,  but 
consider  him  to  be  little  better  than  an 
impudent  impostor,  pretending  to  a  su- 
pernatural knowledge.  I  have  forborne 
to  troubleyour  ladyship  with  a  detail  of 
His  tricks  and  absurdities,  which  are  only 
oaJculated  to  arouse  and  confound  ^^^^ 
minds/' 

^'  But  there  can  be  no  harm,  Leedsley, 
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in  hearitig  what  (^  hM  to  s&y/'  said 
Lady  Charlotte.  **I  feel  a  very  strong 
curiosity  to  know  all  about  it ;  and  it  will 
serve  us  very  well  to  laugh  at,  you 
know,  Leedsley.  So  we  will  even  have 
him  here^  and  hear  from  his  ownlipa 
what  it  is  he  knows  V 

The  tutoress  said  every  thing  in  her 
power  to  dissuade  Lady  (^harlotte  from 
her  intentions ;  but  every  thing  she  said 
only  tended  to  strengthen  th(9  resolution 
of  her  lady,  who,  to  all  her  arguments  re- 
plied that  as  it  would  i^r ve  to  amuse  her 
a  little^  why  should  she  be  refused  the  tri- 
fting  gratification.  The  governess  then 
urged  the  anger  which  Narcissus  would 
feel,  did  the  circumstanee  come  to  bis 
ears,  aiHl  it  would  not  be  surprising,  if 
he  wer^  to  suspect  that  they  were  plot- 
ting some  mischief  againtrt  hin^,  as  he 
was  really  grown  very  mistrustful  of  late. 
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To  tbiS)  however,  Lady  Charlotte  ae^ 
swered,  that  nothing  she  could  do  would 
please  her  father,  and  therefore  she  had 
quite  given  up  endeavouring  to  do  that ; 
and,  as  long  as  she  did  not  displease  her 
mother,  she  should  satisfy  herself;  ^^and 
I  know ,^'  said  she  emphatically,  ^^  that 
my  dear  mother  loves  me  too  much  to 
Tefuse  me  a  moment's  gratification  of 
this  description/' 

..  LfCedsley  could  urge  nothing  fiirtber 
against  this  appeal.  She^  therefore,  re- 
luctantly consented  to  dispatch  a  ser- 
vant to  the  astrologer  to  desire  his  imme- 
diate attendance  iipon  her  ladyship; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  Leedsley  endea- 
voured, by  every  effort  in  her  power,  to 
persuade  Lady  Charlotte  that  no  kind  of 
reliance  whatever  was  to  be  placed  on 
.  the  predictions  of  these  pretended  as- 
jtrologers,  whose  only  object  it  was  to 
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extract  mosey  from  the  w^k  and  crte- 
dulous.  She  assured  Lady  CharUtte 
that  she  was  terrified  to  death,  lest  it 
should  be  known  throughout  the  manor 
that  her  ladyship  had  listi^ned  to  one  of 
these  impostors,  especially  as  there  was 
a  law  to  punish  people  who  pretended 
tq  tell  fiwrtunes,  and  they  were  just  going 
to  encourage  one  to  break  this  law  7 
and  it  was  quite  impossible  that  it  could 
be  kept  secret,  for  all  the  servants  in 
the  castle  would  know  the  astrologer^ 
and  in  five  minutes  it  would  be  reported 
every  where  around  that  Lady  Charlotte 
had  sent  for  the  cunning  man  !  "Poht 
nonsense/'  cYied  Lady  Charlotte,  "  you 
are  a  very  foolish  woman :  don't  you 
fear  any  thing,  but  lay  all  the  blame  on. 
me ;  say  I  would  have,  the  astrologer, 
and  that  I  heard  of  him  by  accident; 
and  say,  if  you  like,  that  you  did  every 
t^ing  in  your  power  to  {nake  me  be  a 
X  5 
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little  qiore  r^««oimble»  and  all  tkat,  but 
t^t,  like  a  gicldy  tod  as  I  was,  I  would 
h^ve  spy  own  way,  and  sent  fbr  the  inaa 
io  4ir^ot  opposition  to  all  you  could  say, 
und  there's  ttie  whole  opabot  of  tlie  bu*^ 
^9<^ ;  for  seQ  the  astrologer  I  will."' 

And  she  bad  scarcely  done  speaking 
di^ae  wovda  before  the  astrobger  wa» 
^qnoiinced)  and  adviitted  into  thspr^ 
^nc«  of  \htk  ladies. 

*^  Qofi»#  here,  iny  good  man/'  cried 
h^Ay  Cbarl^te-r^*  oome  h^re  and  sit 
^QWn  by  nae,  fmt  you  look  tike  a  gea-^ 
tj^an.  I  understand  you  can  teH  ise 
%U  about  my  fiUuve  fate.  Now  nake 
l^te  nnd  answer  what  I  am  going  te 
^  yoi}«  Wheo^  shall  I  manry^  aad 
i^beve?  What  will  happen  to  my  mo- 
^h^?  And  when  shall  I  be  able  to 
1P«e  at  the^  pottessioiit  of  tbi^  soaner 
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and  to  do  d«  I  please  ?  And  when  wHl 
my  poor  grandpapa  be  better  ?  Now,  do 
make  baste,  and  tell  me  all  these  things^ . 
and  it  they  sihould  aU  come  true,  as 
you  say,  I  will  reward  yoct  very  hand* 
ily,  that's  what  I  will/' 


The  attiologer  bowed  tery  Ibw>  and 
returoed^-^^*  Madam^  I  shall  be  moit 
jntoud  to  mferaa  your  ladyship  of  all 
that,  by  vWt«e  of  my  art,  I\am^  able  to 
^a€0¥er«  But  your  ladyship  must  first 
ofaH  inibrm  meas  to  the  moment  and 
hour  of  your  birth,  before  i^u  telLyou 
any  thing  with  accuracy.  When  I  am 
fN^saetsedi  of  tbts^  ^fotmation,  I  will;  t6 
the  .utnsott  of  my  talent,  give  to  youc 
ladyMaip  all  the  roformalioa  which  ^^ou 
desifio  of  uteb'' 

Ul^oo^  thiMf  Ladjr  Charlotte  opened  a 
MSfrUi  desb,    aad  tohi«8  therefrom  an 
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elegant  little  pocket-book,  she  read  the 
•particulars  which  the  astrologer  required, 
and  which  he  wrote  dowo,  and  thet 
taking  a  rule  aiMl  a  book  from  his  pocket, 
he  began  to  draw  lines  and  parallels, 
and  triangles  and  quadrangles  and  iate^ 
secting  lines,  and  a  prodigious  number 
of  heathenish  signs,  while  Lady  Char- 
lotte sat  and  looked  over  him  with  the 
utmost  solicitude  and  curiosity  deleted 
on  her  couiitenance  ;  and  every  nowand 
then  her  ladyship  would  involuntarily 
break  out  and  exclaim—-"  Well,  wtat 
have  you  found  out  ?'t 

'  The  astrologer  went  on,  adding  my*" 
tery  to  mystery,  and  rendering  confu- 
sion still  more  «oiifoundedy  multiplying 
perplexities,  and  creating  a^  labyrinth  of 
unintelligible  figures,  and  having  £oish* 
ed  the  form  of  his  many^angularr  draw- 
ing, he  toW  h^r  ladyship,  that  t^ore 
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be  could  come  to  the  completioix  of  the 
nativity  which  he  was  casting,  he  must 
return  to  his  own  house,  and  compare 
his  labour  by  reference  to  the  profound- 
est  authorities  ;  he  could  assure  her  lady- 
ship, **  that,  although  she  had  many  diffi- 
culties to  contend  with,  she  would  ufti- 
mately  triumph  over  her  enemies,  and 
rise  to  a  <]egree  of  splendour  and  happi- 
ness which  had  never  been  equalled  by 
any  lady  of  the  manor,  since  the  com-^ 
mencementofthe  time  when  the  manor- 
rolls  began/'  ' 

"  Very  well/*  said  Lady  Charlotte— 
^'  and  whom  am  I  to  be  itaarried  to,  and 
when  ?  Make  haste  and  answer  me  my 
question/'     .  .  ^ 

•*  The  name  of  the  person,  my  lady, 
I  am  not  able  to  communicate/'  replied 
tbe  astrologer— ^^^  btit    I  will  give  you  a 
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description.  He  will  be  tall,  about  fire 
feet  fiioe,  somewhat  inclined  to  corpu** 
kncj,  £air  complesion,  auburn  liair, 
amaU  ears,  Romas  nose,  long  c1ud> 
wfaiskera  '* 

•'   O  God!"    aeraiiEied    Lady  Cbar. 
lolte — ^^"  whiskers  !  Dob'C^  for  Hea^ea's 
sake,  meolioft  the   filthy  word   to  mr. 
Lord>  I  should  die  at  tibe    thou^ts   of 
thotft!''. 

*'  Fear  not,  my-lady,*'  replied  the  smil* 
ing  astrologer — '*  his  whiskers  will  not 
be  Fed«  b^t  of  al>eaulifttl  auburn  :  his 
disposition  sAd  n^enners  aiiiia^k  ;  suid 
he  wiU  D^at jry  foir  love,  and  ool^  for  pislif 
tical  convenience,  so  that  your  mAma^ 
state  will  be  a  happy  one  indeed/^ 

**  Thanks,  fm«Rd»    fbt  youi  good^ini- 
|c«ittatio»s''  MAweredijad^  Gbnribtt«-<^ 
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«*  then  my  father  won't  have  his  way  al- 
ways.     But  when  will  it  be  ? *' 

**  Not  yet,  my  kdy  ;  some  revol*i»- 
tioiis  of  years  mnst  take  place/'  returned 
the  cunning  man-^^  before  the  sun  shaU 
Xise  on  your  bridal  bed*'^ 

*^  And  what  can  you  tell  me  of  the 
feture  condition  of  my  mother  ^  When 
will  she  triumph,  over  Aer  6neBM^s  i^* 
asked  Lady,  Charlotte. 

The  ftstrok^er  shook  hia  lmad~*^My 
lady,  1  cannot  speak  of  her  future  con*» 
ditioO)  unless  1  had  also  cast  her  na^ 
ti^ity,  which  i.  ca«i  do*  whenever  your 
ladyship  may  be  pleased  to  expteas-a 
wisb  to  iImi^  elfeet^  and  will  procure  tiiii 
time  c^  her  birtH  ;  and  1-  trust  the  ksua 
will  be  as^  prepitioas  as*  yoiir>»^^ 
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'•'"Well,  then/'  said  the  curious  and 
inquisitive  Lady  Charlotte — "  is  this  aU 
you  can  tell  me  ?  Can't  you  t^ll  re- 
specting my  grandfether  ?  Nor  when  I 
shall  come  to  the  possessioD  of  this  mor 
nor?  I  am  eager  to  know  all  of  which 
you  can  inform  me.     Is  there  any  thing 

very  bad  which  will  befal  me  ?'* 

» 

The  astrologer  paused,  and  then  re* 
t)lied^**  It  will  be  some  time. b^ore. the 
manor  will  descend  to  you,  but  when* 
ever  you  come  to  the  possession,  you 
will  take  it  under  happy  auspices,  which 
it  will  depend  on  your  own  management 
to  improve.  The  tenantry  will  look  to 
you  for  relief  from  heavy  burdens,  and 
emancipation  from  countless  difficulties 
under  which  they  will  have  long  labour- 
ed.  They  will  hail  your  accession  to 
the  manor  as  the  jopeniog  of  a  more 
promising  period^  for  they  will  be  ground 
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dowirbya  system.of  oppre^ssipQ  to  the 
very  extreme  of  adversity  and  discon- 
tent ;  their  freedom  abridged  ;  their  rights 
violated  ;  their  rents  raised  ;  their  land 
impoverished ;. and  their  prospects  black** 
ened.  Previous  to  this  period^  your 
ladyship  will  have  afflictions  of  a  heavy 
nature  to  encounter  and  overcome ;  but 
who  is  there,  madam,  who  can  boast 
exemption  from  the  natural  ills  of 
life  ?  I  repeat  to  your  ladyship  that  they 
will  be  such  as  will  sorely  oppress  you) 
and  cause  you  a  weighty  burden  of  aor- 
row.  But  be  satisfied,  madam,  with  the 
assurance  that  you  will  subdue  them.'* 

<^  And  cannot  you  tell  me  of  what  de- 
scription these  sorrows  may  be,  that  I 
may  make  up  my  mind  ta  expect  them?" 
asked  Lady  Charlotte. 

•*  I  cannot  give  your  ladyship  a dect-» 
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sire  answer/^  returned  the  astrologer^ 
^'  till  1  have  referred  to  my  authorities.— 
All  in  my  power  to  reveal  I  will  ;  but  of 
that  which  is  not  certain  it  wiH  be  wise 
to  remain  silent,  since  it  could  answefr 
no  good  purpose  to  alarm  you  on  iiK 
sufficient  ground.** 

Saying  this  the  astrologer  rose  to  take 
his  leave,  but  just  as  he  was  quitting 
the  apartment,  he  cast  another  glance  a^ 
Lady  Charlotte,  and  exclaimed,  •*  Pre- 
pare yourself,  madam,  for  a  speedy  as- 
sault upon  your  repose,  which  is  now 
planning  ;  probably  energy  may  coun- 
teract conspiracy  ;  but  there  are  those 
who  are  now  at  work  to  injure  your  hap- 
piness, and  a  violent  attempt  may  per^ 
baps  soon  be  made  to  force  you  into  a 
marriage  against  your  will." 

•*^  That  must  be  with  Orangegraft,  I 
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am  8ure/^  cried  Lady  Cbsirlotte^  ivben 
the  man  bad  left  the  room  ;  ^^  he  could 
not  possibly  mean  witb  any  body  else.^ 

*i<  Pay  no  attention  to  his  falsities,  my 
lA^y>''  exclaimed  Leedsley,  who  had 
marl^ed  witb  much  concern  the  great  at« 
tention  which  Lady  Charlotte  had  paid 
to  tl^jpredictions  of  the  astrologer,  and 
Ihainterest  she  appeared  to  take  in  alt 
his  actions  as  well  as  his  words.  ^^  I  am 
surprised^  Madam,  that  you  should  think 
&r  a  moment  of  any  thing  that  has  fallen 
from  him.  The  gravity  and  consequence 
which  the  fellow  as&umed  were  well  cal- 
culated to  de9eive  those  who  were  not 
experienced  in  the  tricks  of  the  world  ; 
but  to  my  thinking,  the  best  reward  hd 
could  have  would  be  the  stocks,  the  pil-" 
lory,  or  the  wbippiag-poat  V* 

"^  You  groMr  quf  t«  morose  ami  .disty^ree 
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able,  Leedsley/V  returned  Lady  Char- 
lotte. "  Did  I  not  send  for  the  man  and 
ask  him  to  shew  me  his  art  ?  And  he 
has  done  no  more  than  yield  obedience 
to  my  desires ;  and  surely  obedience  is 
not  become  such  a  crime  as  you  would 
make  it  out  to  be.  You  don't  imagine 
that  I  pay  any  attention  to  whiat  he  has 
said  !  It  amuses  me,  I  confess,  but  as 
to  giving  it  credit,  why  you  surely  can- 
not think——*— '* 

'  At  this  moment  a  loud  crash  was  heard 
in  the  adjoining  room.  Leedsley  turned 
pale,  and  La'dy  Charlotte  exclaimed, 
^*  Lord  !  as  sure  as  I  live,  this  is  the  first 
mischief  the  a^rologer  predicted  I  *' — 
And  saying  this^  she  violently  rang  the 
belly  when  a  footman  entered,  and  see« 
ing  the  two'  ladies  palsied  with  appre- 
hension, bending  themselves  down  on 
tfae^of^i  was  hastily  irunQiog  towards 
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thein,ivhen  Lady  Charlotte,  poipting  to 
the  door  which  divided  the  apartments,, 
exclaimed,  "  The  dressing-room  !  the 
dressing-room  !  What  noise  was  it  ?''-- 
The  servant  disappeared  in  a  moment, 
and  soon  afterwards  returned  with  a 
lovely  young  kid  in  his  armi^,  which  had 
recently  been  given  to  Lady  Charlotte, 
and  which,  seeing  itself  in  a  mirror  iti 
the  room  adjoining,  in  gamboling  with 
the  reflection,  made  violent  blow  at  the 
mirror^  and  had  dashed  it  in  a  thousand 
pieces,  and  inflicted  on  itself  some  deep 
wounds. 

Lady  Charlotte^s  apprehensions  now 
gave  way  to  her  grief  on  perceiving  the 
injury  her  favourite  had  received  ;  but 
she  could  not  avoid  laughing  at  her  owa 
folly,  which  had  so  soon  realized  one  of 
the  astrologer's  predictions  ;  and  proba* 
bly  the  reflections  she  made^on  this  proof 
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€l  her  credulity  did'  more  td^irardd  tb^ 
i;e-»e«tai>li^biiient  o#  reas^r^  ifi  ber  tnkid 
than  if  Leedsley  bad  motaliaed  t6  h^r 
hidyshijp  foriim  w^fes; 
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Vke  Author  cm^imMh  his  Reader  Back  Id  JLa^ 
Pnggiti!^  and  showeik  ham  Mtrmssus.  thmtedt 

\  her^Pugi^UalM  di^emn,  mud  iu  ejfteU  u^ 
AM  Nar^isfus^rJiti^^cmainued  coMsequtncea — 
Diimer  party — Narcissus  tonthiues^  melan^ 
tJioiy  —  Visit  to  a  theaire  ^^Unfortunatte 
reneonire'^  Sovereign  remedy*  ^ 

ScarciclV  had  Nartissnd  recovered 
fhxn  the  shock  his  dbmposure  hwA'  re- 
ceived^ in  consequence  of  the  failure  of 
BildoWnV  message^  before  Lady  Pug*- 
gilta,  stillglowing  with  ab  unabated-  de-' 
fiipe  of  revenge  upon  her  grand-claugh-^ 
ter,  came  te  the  castte,  anxious  to  team 
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the  result  of  the  visit  which  she  expected 
Narcissus  to  have  made.  And  here, 
gentle  reader^  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  di«> 
gress  from  the  straight-forward  path  for  a 
moment,  just  to  impress  upon  thy  mind 
that  even  lords  and  ladies  of  manors, 
and  such  other  distinguished  persons  ^ 
those  whom  mankind  ought  to  look 
for  example,  are  by  no  meanjs  destitute 
of  a  common  portion  of  frailties,  infir- 
mities, and  so  forth  ;  and  that  if  Heaven 
had  not  kindly  exempted  them  from  the 
responsibility  which  attaches  to  wrong, 
they  mifht,  by  and  bye,  woe  to  telt ! 
besubject  to  the  same  punishment  as 
their  vassals,  which  really  would  be  into- 
lerably cruel,  since  it  would  place  all 
ranks  upon  a  level,  and  destroy  the  dis^. 
tinctions  which  Providence  has  decre^ 
as  necessary  to  the  harmony  of  nature.  > 
In  the  conduct  of  Lady  Puggilla,  for 
example,  malice   and  revenge  were  as 
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conspicuous  as^hey  could  have  been  in 
the  character  of  ^ny  meaner  individual, 
and  sought  for  precisely  the  same,  vulgar 
nieans  of  gratification.  And  Narcissus 
was  stained  with  obstinacy  and  spite, 
mingled  with  a  little  of  that  qualification 
which  the  Romans  gave  to  Janus^  the 
possession  of  wo .  faces  :  so- that  the  de- 
puty-lord could  put  on.  one  before  his, 
mother  or  any  other  friend^  .and  substi** 
tute  another  for  it  as  soon  as  they  had 
quitted  his  preser^ce. 

On  this  occasioui  no  sooner  did  Lady 
Puggilla  demand  what  was  the  result  of 
I^is  visit,,  than  with  a  most  ready  and  un-^ 
embarrassed  air^  Narcissus  exclaimed,, 
**  Oh,  my,  de^r.mpth<er  1 .  every  thing  is. 
as  you  can  wish  !  I  have  given  the 
youn^  hussy  such  a  lesson  as  she  will 
not  forget  for  some  tin^e,  I'll  be  sworn  ! 
I  have  taught  her  the  4uty  which  is  due 

VOL.  III.  r 
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tlom  a  <AiM  to  ker  grn^dtnoiYiet !"    Yda 
will  have  no  trouble  with  her  agitiB  !" 

•  The  old  lady  chuckled  wkh  deli^  at 
th^  idea  that  herrei^cnge  was  satisfied.**^ 
*«  WeB,"  said  sh^,  ^  and  did  tbeyouog 
buasy^  appear  to  repent  of  her  im perti- 
nence to  me  >  Did  ahe  fntrtat  my  par- 
Am)^  and  give  ber  promise  never  again 
toontrage  my  feelings  ?** 

Narcissus  answered  in  tfte  affirmative* 
•*  But  you  don't  tell  me.  Narcissus,  whe- 
tl^er  you  chastised  Miss  or  not.  I  hope 
you  were  not  too  gentle,  but  that  you 
recollected  the  old  and  very  true  maitim 
wbicb  always  regulated  my  conduct, 
Spape  the  red  and  spoil  the  ehHd  /* 

"  Why,'^  said  Narcissus,  ^  I  could 
not  bestow  the  manual  chastisement  1 
had  intended,  because   Bull-dc^   came 
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hMO  the  TOOtn^  afid,  enraged  as  1  was,  I 
Ifill  thought  it  right  to  restrain  my  feeU 
tagty  id  sooie  degree^  ifn  the  presence  of 
a  stranger.  But  I  sbaU  m)t  fo^et  what 
I  left  undone  !*' 

Puggilla'scoilxfenatiee  wa^alternately 
^elfuered  with  a  cloud  and  a  smile,  as 
HwoissQi^  spdke,  b«t  the  smile  prerailed 
mhmi  tte  b«nrd  him  declare  that  he 
wHuU  still  bestow  bis  correction  upon 
kcT.  **  I  trust  you  will  tiot  £6rget  your 
mottiar  T'  said  Bfae^M..*'  for  I  do  assure 
yvo,.  tty  sott^  never  until  that  hour  did 
I  «mr  eXferieAce  eta  attack  which  has 
tn4de  ducfe  ii  severe  and  periMDeat  im* 
pf^sjlioii  dpoD  tmf  failings !  ** 

^^Iwvltiiol^  motber/'  retiini0d  Nar- 
cissus——^*  I  will  ne^f  loa^e  her  high 
spirit   unchecked,  when  I  find  it  thus 
tMlMiftg0rei7  Iaw6f  Mlure^  m4 every 
f9 
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^  principle  of  duty.  Biit,  bjr  theni'ay,  how 
are  we  to  manage  respecting '  our  next 
party  at  your  castle  ?  Do  you  have  it 
as  ii^e  originally  intended  ? 

"  Why,"  answered  Puggilla,  "  to  say 
the  truth,  I  think  it  will  be  well   to  post- 
pone the  party  altogether.  '  The   refusal 
to  admit  Germania  at  bur  last  has  made 
such  a  commotion  all  through  the  manor, 
that  I  think  we  had  better   piit  off  this 
second  festival   altogether,:  unless  you 
liave  made  up  your  mirid  to'^meet  her 
there,  and  thus    to '  give  her   a  triumph 
over  you.    I  shall  interfere,  no  .further 
in  the  business,  for  I  underslabd  that  the 
tenantry  make  no  hesitation  to  use   m^ 
name  in  the  most  disrespectful  manner 
possible,  in  consequence  of  what  I  have 
already  done  in  it.'* 

\  "^  I  will  aotnteether^  I  am  determined^ 
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tDother  ;  but  as  for  your  putting  off.  thte 
party  incompliance  with  the  whims  of 
the  Vassals,  I  thought  you  had  too  much 
spirit  for  that.     The  opinions  of  the  te- 
nantry, when  opposed   to  roy  own,  are 
just  like  chaff  before  the  wind,   and  are 
scattered  just  as  quickly^     I  should  be 
ashamed  of  myself>  if  I  had  so  little  re- 
solution as  to  give   up   one  single  pro- 
ject, one  single  enjoyment,   merely  be- 
cause the  vassals  were  embodied  against 
it.     So   sovereign  is   my  contempt   for 
their  approbation,  that  if  I  were  careless 
respecting  a  measure^  or  even   iiiclined 
to  abandon  it,   the  very  idea  that  by  so 
doing  I  should  coincide  with   their  sen- 
timents^ would  induce  me  to  return  arid 
adhere  to  it  with  more   firmness  than 
ever.     I    would  not  postpone  the  party 
were  it  mine,  no,   not  for  an  hour  ;    I 
would  rather  expedite  it,  to  show  to  the 
tenants   how   anxious    I    was   for  the 
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^poriuQity  to  convince  them  how 
thoroughly  I  despbed  their  opinions, 
fH>d  how  re^olut^ly  I  waa  bent  upon  re^ 
tainii^  fuad  acting  upon  my  own/' 

^*  My  dear  NaFci#6iia»'^  returned  Lady 
BuggiUa— **  all  that  doctrine  might  <k> 
very  weli  if  only  carried  to  a  moderate 
^Ktent :  but  take  my  word  for  it,  it  may 
he  overstepped,  and  then  the  conse- 
quence m^ht  be  dangerous  to  him  who 
laishly  made  the  ^xpieriment«  Last  night, 
Nfircissus,  I  had  a  most  distressing 
dream.  I  thought  I  saw  Carolus  with- 
out a  bead ;  yes,  that  very  Carolus  whom 
the  tenantry  robbed  of  his  manor  and 
bis  \\h  b^caus<$  he  did  not  display  a  suf- 
£eiient  regard  to^the  intexest  of  his  vas- 
a«]iS»  Methought  this  murdered  losd 
came  to  me,  find  in  an  awful  tone  bid 
me  point  out  to  my  son  Narcissus,  the 
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dwgtr  which  will  iiaifonhly  ariw  fiofli 
too  g4reat  a  defiance  of  public  opinidOi 
axkd  too  great  ao  opposition  to  p:ublic  wel- 
fare. He  bade  me  tell  you  that  the  inocdi* 
nate  thirst  after  pleasure,  and  the  excess 
$ive  indulgence  in  sensual  eojoyments, 
had  lost  more  manors  their  lords^  and 
more  lords  their  manors,  than  ^ny  othd( 
cause  which  had  ever  e;Kisted.  He  told 
me  that  courtezans  and  favourites  were  tb« 
caterpillars  of  a  court,  which  preyed  upon 
its  vitals,  grubbed  up  its  prosperity  ia 
its  growth,  and  withered  all  its  cometi* 
nesB.  He  warned  you  against  flatterer* 
and  false  friends ;  men  who  will  varnish 
over  your  evil  deeds  and  improprietiai 
while  the  sun  shines  upon  you,  but  wha 
will  blacken  your  virtues,  and  turn  all 
your  best  qualities  into  crimes,  ifn 
cloud  shall  have  obscured  the  brigbtnese 
of  jx>ur  prospects.  He  exclaimed,  that 
had  he  acted  upon  these  maxims^he  bad 
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not  b^n  sacrificed  to  the  fury  of  hi« 
Tassals,  but  instead  of  staming  the  ex* 
ccutioner's  axe  with  his  vital  stream^ 
might  have  lived  many  years  longer,  and 
have  magnified  the  prosperity  of  the 
manor*  Moreover,  he  particularly  dwelt 
tipon  the  folly  of  resigning  the  manage^ 
ment  of  the  estate  to  the  hands  of  wo- 
men, or  wicked  or  unskilful  men  ;  the 
former,  he  said,  would  not  hesitate  to  be- 
tray their  paramour  for  a  new  Vntrigue, 
nor  to  sacrifice  the  manor  to  a  bribe  of 
pleasure ;  and  as  to  the  latter,  their  ob- 
ject was  only  self-interest ;  they  toiled, 
and  consulted,  and  discussed,  and  in- 
trigued, made  war  or  peace,  liatched  or 
punished  conspiracies  or  frauds  just  as  it 
seemed  most  likely  to  advance  their  own 
views,  to  enrich  their  coffers,  or  to  con* 
iblidate  their  power,  and  would  fawn 
onr  the  master  whose  destruction  they 
planned/' 
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"Grods,  motheri"  ipMrrupted  Nar- 
cissus,— ^V'twas  but  the  phantom  of  a 
feverish  braiii  ;  the  ovefrfipwings  of '  a 
'  disordered  spirit.  I  woodier  much  you 
could  remember  such  a  tiss^ue  of;  uoo- 
jsense  and  absurdity  ;  and  still  more  I 
wonder  that  it  should  have  the  pow.QT 
to  distress  you^  I  thought  you.possessejd 
a  mind  too  strong  to  be  thus  easily  un- 
hinged ;  banish  the  gloomy  shadowy 
impression  from  your  brain,  and  be  not 
scared  nor  startled  by  phantoms/' 

^'  I  am  not  usually  weak  in  these 
things,  Narcissus,"  replied  Lady  Pug^ 
gilla — "  but  after  my  fright  had  awaken^ 
ed  me,  I  lay  for  an  hour,  and  could 
not  banish  the  monstrous  images  from 
my  mind's  eye ;  and  when  worn  down 
by  fatigue  and  watching;  I  dropped 
asleep  again,  the  ghastly  vision  still 
haunited  me,  the  spectre  remained^;  me^ 
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thought,  where  it  stood  before,  and 
beckoned  me  to  fellow  it,  and  then  me- 
thought  it  ied  rae  throBgh  the  vaults  of 
yolir  eaatle,  and  showed  me  all  your  fa- 
foorites  who  had  met  for  public  busi- 
ness, steeping  tbettiseWes  with  wine, 
tnd  neglecting  the  great  objects  of  their 
tBeeti|)g,  until  overpowered  by  the  liquor 
they  one  by  one  dropped  senseless  upon 
the  floor.  Next  he  conducted  me  to  a 
tieh  apartment,  where,  methought,  I 
saw  you,  surrounded  by  all  your  great 
visitors,  sitting  at  a  costly  board,  spread 
with  every  Inxury,  while  around  you 
sat  a  hundred  others,  glultoniog  and 
gormandiasin^,  while  not  a  thought  of. 
«By  one  present  wandered  b^ond  the 
food  things  before  them :  all  was  mirth 
land  hilarity,  and  every  countenane^ 
beamed  with  rapture.  While  I  gazed 
upon  the  Hlustrious  throng,  the  spectre 
conducted  me  to  a  wiftdow^  and  bade^ 
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tte  look  orer  the  manor.  I  looked^ 
and  saw  Germania  imploring  the  ta^ 
nantry  to  assist  her  to  regain  her  rights^ 
while  they  swore  to  defend  her  to  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood.  I  saw  Lady 
Charlotte  carried  on  the  shoukters  cf 
another  huge  multitude  of  vmsals,  Mi4 
bearing  in  her  hands  all  the  symbols  of 
power.  I  was  then  ordered  to  cast  my 
eyes  to  the  right,  where  I  beheld  ^ueli 
a  prodigious  assembly  of  tenants,  that 
I  thought  the  whole  of  the  occupiers  d 
the  manor  must  have  been  gathered  to- 
gether, end  they  appeared  to  be  actu^ 
ated  by  some  strange  a|gttatjt>&»  df 
which  I  enquired  the  cause,  Ml t-Meeii^ 
for  answer  nothing  more  than*— ^^  W^it 
and  be  satisfied  1^  I  had  not  suppressed 
my  curiosity  many  minutes  beibre  n 
small  opting  in  the  crowd  exposed  t6 
my  view  a  sight  eo  full  of  honoiv  tin* 
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I  shrieked,  swooned,  and  awole  trefUr 
Wing  with  dUmay.** 

•*  And  what  was  this  terrible  sight, 
mother  ?'*  asked  Narcissus,  whose  coun- 
tenance bad  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  recital,  turned  deadly  pale. 

The  answer  of  Lady  Puggilla,  how- 
ever, we  leave  it  to  the  imagination  of 
the  reader  to  supply,  as  we  have  not 
jbeen  able  to  d^cypher  it  correctly  in  the 
ill-written  n^anuscript  from  which  we 
iave  extracted  this  anecdote.  The  docu- 
ipenji»  Qfierely  inform  us  in  addition  ,that 
its  effect  upon  Narcissus  was  neither 
injconsiderable  nor  momen  tary ,  bu  jt 
that)ii8  looks  immediately  became  wild 
j^nd  haggard,  and  that  it  was  not  uuti| 
}Qng  after  the  departure  of  his  mother^ 
when  some  of  his  illustrious  visitorii 
came  to  dinner  (for  he  had  made  a  large 
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and  splendid  party  for  tbe  day)  tbat  he 
acquired  any  tolerable  degree  of  sere- 
nity. 

Scarmouth  was  the  first  who  per- 
ceived any  alteration  in*  the  spirits  and 
manner  of  Narcissus;  for,  nqtwithstand* 
ing  all  his  exertions  to  wear  his  accuse 
tomed  appearance,  he  could  not  expel 
from  his  visage  a  v mixture  of  appreben* 
sion  and  sorrow  which  appeared  there^ 
and  which  tinted  his  whole  complexion 
with  a  most  sombre  bde.  When  he 
smiled,  it  was  a  smile  which  had  more 
of  affliction  than  of  pleasure  in  it ;  it 
betrayed  itself  to  be  a  spurious  and  iU 
legitimate  offspring  ;  and,  when  he  at*- 
tempted  to  pass  a  jest,  it  was  so  heavy 
and  cumbrous  in  its  foundation  and  tex^* 
ture,  that  it  never  reached  the  ear  for 
which  it  was  designed;  and  ever  and 
anon  be  would  lapse  into  a  melancho>y 
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mood,  and  his  eyes  wonid  wander  round 
the  room  with  a  strange  expression,  as 
though  gazing  on  vacancy,  yet  seeking 
some  object  which  floated  on  the  desart 
air.  Hid  frame  would  sometimes  trem- 
ble violently,  as'though  shaken  by  some 
strong  convulsion  of  the  soul :  and  when 
he  raised  his  glass  it  was  with  such  aa 
unsteady  hand,  that  one  thitd  of  itscon* 
tents  usually  found  its  way  back  to  the 
table. 

These  symptoms  of  agitation  and  diil- 
ness  of  mind  could  not  escape  observa- 
tion :  to  Scarmou^h  they  were  6rst  evi- 
dent; and  Scarmouth  instantly  pointed 
Out  the  indisposition  of  Narcissus  to  his 
father;  and  the  latter,  after  assuring 
himself  of  the  circumstance,  spread 
the  observation  to  another  of  the  guests, 
and  thus  it  passed  on  to  the  controller.of 
Freezegaul,  who  drew  near  to  Narcls- 
sus^  and  seizing  a  favourable  opport*^ 
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nity^  enquired  into  the  cause  of  fais  agi- 
tation.—-"  Oh,  my  dear  lord/'  said  he, 
**  your  emotion  is  too  visible  to  escape, 
notice,  and  preys  upon  your  spirits  too 
much  to  be  observed  without  some  in* 
quiry." 

/*  It  is  nothing,  my  dear  lord,*^-  re- 
turned Narcissus,  attempting  to  rally 
himself  into  a  tolerable  degree  of  plea- 
santness, *'  nothing  but  a  slight  affection 
of  the  head  ;  and  alittle'more  wine,  by 
creating  a  more  considerable  one,  will 
completely  eradicate  the  lesser.  Let 
the  wine  flow  in  streams  profusely^  and 
anon  I  shall  give  you  no  cause  to  sus- 
pect me  of  want  of  spirits,  nor  of  want 
of  ability  to  participate  most  freely  aiMl 
fuHy  in  the  pleasures  of  the  table/^ 

Th«  Controller  was  ccmpelled  to  re- 
main  content  with  this  equivocal  reply  ; 
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which,  however,  appeared  to  ppoduee 
one  beneficial  effect,  since  it  induced 
Narcissus  to  make  still  greater  exeftions 
to  appear  in  the  ^m  t^it^^,  in  order  com- 
pletely to  do  away  the  impression  which 
seemed  to  have  taken  root  in  the  breasts 
of  his  guests*  He  was  also  mortified  at 
the  notice  which  his  folly,  as  he  termed 
it,  had  attracted^  as  he  considered  it  one 
of  the  most  prominent  duties  of  the  man 
of  fashion  and  elegance,  whenever  be 
was  surrounded  at  his  own  table,  to  take 
especial  care  that  not  a  gloomy -heart  nor 
an  inquisitive  eye  should  be  visible 
throughout  the. circle.  Yet.  he  himself 
had  not  only  set  an  example  of  gloomi* 
ness  and  discontent  to  his  own  guests, 
but  had  shewn  it  in  so  prominent  a  de-. 
gree  that  it  could  not  escape  the  notice 
even  of  his  friends  ;  and  since  be  had 
so  unfortunately  betrayed  his  indispo- 
sition of  mind,  he  nQw  resolved  to  make 
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a  double  effort  to  retrieve  his  character 
for  conviviality — a  character  which  he 
had  enjoyed  through  life,  and  which 
never,  until  this  moment,  he  was  con- 
scious* of  having  once  forfeitied.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  began  now  to  play  the  bon 
vhani  ta  perfection,  to  laugh,  to  sing, 
to  drink  and  crack  his  jokes  to  such  an 
excessive,  degree;  that,  by  over-doing  the 
matter,  he  more  than  ever  satisfied  those 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  participate 
in  his  Bacchanalian  frolics,  that  his  pre- 
vious inequality  of  manner  was  not 
without  some  strong  foundation;  and 
their  opinions  received  a  still  stronger 
corroboration,  when,  after  he  had  drunk 
bis  seven  or  eight  bottles,  and  was  thus 
tbroviKl  off  his  guard,  he  ireturned  to  his 
former  singularity  of  conduct,  which 
became  now  so  cons|>icuous  to  all,  that 
it  was  thought  necessary  to  propose 
some  new  amusement  to  divert  his  atten« 
tion. 


d  by  Google 


114  A   UOhTH  IM  XOWNa 

Not  f^ry  disteqt  fisosi  Uie  D^tstteibtrt 
wts  aa  elegaot  aiaMiop^  in  whicb  eoM 
men  and  woraea  of  ability  aoioogat  tbe 
teoants,  and  soma  of  the  Ya$sals  of 
other  maoors  accustomed  themielves  io 
theatrical  performanoea  of  a  superior 
casty  being  generally  ^acted  iaakf' 
guage  belonging  to  another  manor,  S9 
that  it  was  mostly  adapted  to  the  rakxr 
tioQ  of  the  higher  rank  of  tenants,  aa4 
to  tho$e  who  had  possessed  peculiar  ad- 
vantages of  education.  Thither  it  wai 
proposed  to  go,  and  an  eaay  consent  was 
obtained  from  Narcissus^  who  was  still 
ready  to  acquiesce  in  any  scheme  wbich 
promised  to  increase  the  amusement  of 
his  guests.  Accordingly,  the  whole  of  the 
gay  and  splendid  group,  having  firs* 
sent  off  a  messenger  to  inform  the  pro* 
prietorsof  the  mansion  of  their  intentioOi 
set  out  for  this  scene  of  tumultuous  bap^ 
piness.    The  magnificent  variety  of  the 
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glittefHig  «cene — the  concourw  4>f  beauty 
«ik)  degnnce— the  aiu&ic  ami  perfonaa* 
aQC6,  appeared  to  produce  a  felicitoua 
•ffect ;  and  the  gloomy  iropre^sioaa 
^eecned  to  be  Boost  rapidly  wearing  away 
when  suddenly  a  tumult  arose  in  a  dis* 
taut  part  of  the  manakm,  a  tfaounuil 
voieesat  once  skoated  Germania,  and 
to  the  astonished  and  paralyzed  view  of 
the  whole  group,  in  a  few  moments  a^ 
lerwards  Genxumia  herself  entered  the 
hoiise. 

'  The  tumult  which  followed  this  most 
singular  rencontre  exceeded  all  descrip- 
tion :  the  tenants,  with  the  loudest  vo- 
ciferations, hailed  the  persecuted  wiie  of 
Narci^us,  who  returned  her  acknow^ 
kdgments,  as  did  Narcissus  also,  who 
imagined,  perchance,  that  the  welcome 
greetings  of  the  people  were  rather  <le* 
signed  for  him  than  for  German ia.     Tiia 
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unequivocal  testimony  of  the  vassals^ 
however,  soon  corrected  hiserfor,  and  be 
immediately  sank  again  into  his  old  fit  of 
despondency ;  the  impression  of  his 
mothejr's  dream  revived  in  his  memory,^ 
and  his  inattention,  not.  only  to  thepcrr 
formance  of  the  evening,  but  even  to  all 
the  audience^  and  to  his  own  company, 
was  so  great  and  particular,  that  it  was 
soon  evident  that  other  means  must  be 
discovered  to  work  a  change  in  his  man- 
ners, and  to  renovate  his  spirits,  and 
therefore  the  gay  group  once  more  took 
their  departure  for  the  castle. 

When  Narcissus  reached  home,  how- 
ever, it  Was  discoveted  that  all  the  reme- 
dies of  a  consolatory  nature  which  polite- 
ness or  flattery  could  offer  to  him,  were 
of  no  avail.  Whatever  the  impression 
might  be  (and  much  and  useless  conjec- 
ture was  formed  upon  the  subject),  par*» 
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tial  correctives  signified  nothing,  and  all 
the  illustrious  strangers  were  plunged  in: 
despair  and  sorrow^  when  Mahony  lucki- 
ly recommended  Cura^oa.  The  very  name 
appeared  to  have  a' charm  in  it,  since  it 
induced  the  deputy-lord  to  raise  up  his 
head,  and  give  his  friend  a  smile  of  ap- 
probation ;  and  the  application  of  the 
bottle  to  his  lips  soon  brought  back  the 
wandering  recollection  and  spirits  of  the 
gay  Narcissus ;  a  few  glasses  seamed  en- 
tirely to  dissipate  the  hypochondriac  af- 
fection which  had  locked  up  his  faculties, 
and  befpre  day-^break  the  cure  of  the 
melancholy  was  conoplete,  every  care  wa» 
soon  banished  from  his  lordly  bosom, 
even  thought  itself  entirely  forsook  him ; 
and  by  Mahony  and  Bumfield,  to  the 
great  joy  of. his  guests,  be  was  carried  to 
bed  in  a  state  of  happy  and  enviable  in- 
sensibility. 
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CHJkPTEns  xxm^ 

mb^ut  t^  depoift'^Aii^  H(L  Friend  n^^^ears^ 
and  is  well  received  by  Narcissus — Failurt 
ofime  Plant  and/brmaiicn  of  another. 

IHE  time  had  flitted  away  so  rapidty 
atnidst  the  continuaf  variety  of  atnuse- 
mentS)  since  the  Controller  arrived  witti 
fals  friends  in  the  manor  of  Fever-iste, 
that,  when  the  hobte  visitors  began  to 
review  the  period  which  had  already 
elapsed,  and  to  reflect  upon  the  state  in 
which  they  had  left  their  own  manortf^ 
and  the  immensity  of  business  which  was 
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left  unfinished  on  the  other  srde  of  the 
broad  ditch,  they  b^an  to  s^e  the  needs- 
mty  which  existed  for  their  making  pre« 
parattoas  for  their  departure.  There  was 
ahro  another  reason  which  probably  in* 
dnced  them  to  shorten  their  stay  in  the 
donanin,  and  that  was  th^  unpleasant  dis« 
putes  wbfcb  harassed  the  family  of  the 
depttty-locdF,  and  which,  of  i^ecessity, 
crea^d  a  great  d«a)  ol  uneasiness^  and  a 
DUmhdraf  unpleasiant  sensationsi  ia  th« 
bosoms  of  the  strangers.  They  were 
aware  that  they  were  welcomed  by  the  te- 
HotBtswi^tmceritji;  tkey  faaeiedatsotliat 
NareiattiSr  himself  was  veny  well  pleased 
iRttth  thdr  oonnpaifty^  ta  th«y  aeeomHiOr 
dated  tbemiielves  prelty  well  to  bki  bik- 
bits  ;  but  tfcey  werfr  also  aware  Ibat 
Germania^  the  wifa  of  Nareisau^  could 
feei  Ba  pfeatare  in  f beii  Tiaity  sinee»  ia 
hnt  d^seaee^  the  caatle  had  to  mpurii 
tite  abatnorof  ilt^legitinMto  aiwtoMi  aad 
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its  brightest  ornament ;  to  the  Lady 
Charlotte,  alao,  the  daughter  of  Narcis- 
sus, and,  after  him,  the  next  heir  to  the 
manor,  their  visit,  instead  of  imparting 
pleasure,  had  possibly  been  the  source 
of  its  opposite.  These  considerations 
necessarily  occasioned  no  inconsiderable 
sensations  of  regret  in  their  bosoms,  and 
might  possibly. have  bad  their  influence 
over  the  determination  of  the.  visitora^ 
when  they  auBOunced  their  intention  to 
leave. 

lAnd,  reasoning  on  the  ground  that 
lords  feel  something  after  the  same  man^- 
Tier  as  vassals,  and  are  gifted  with  nearly 
similar  outlets  and  inlets  of  reasoning, 
and  expressing  pleasure,  ft  is  by  no 
means  Mronderful  that  they  should  feel 
^tber  uncomfortable  during  tbf  ir  stay  ; 
for,  ia  the  first  place,'  Germania's  Either 
had  been  a  particuligr  friend  of  the  Lord 
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of  Brushally  aikl  bad  been  beld  in  very 
bigh  estimation  by  him^  and  the  latter 
was  considei^ed  a$  peculiarly  bound  to 
the  memory  of  the  former,  and  to  bis 
surviving  family ;  and .  be  must,  there« 
fore»  have  felt  some  strange  emotions 
when  be  called  to  mind  the  very  ungrate- 
ful manner  in  which  he  now  conducted 
himself  towards  the  daughter  of  his  for^ 
mer  associate,  having  never  once  called 
upon  ber  nor  noticed  her  in  the  least 
ainqe  bis  arrival  in  the  manor.  Inju- 
rious as  this  neglect  must  have  proved  to 
the  susceptible  heart  of  Germania,  it 
caused  still  more  pain  to  the  heart  whence 
it  originated.  A  review  of  the  purity 
of  ber  own  conduct  was  a  sure  remedy 
for  her  anguish ;  she  had  riot  merited 
neglect,  and  she  was  supported  under  it 
by  a  sentiment  of  virtuous  indignation 
and  pious  fortitude  which  innocence  only 
could  possess.  The  Lord  of  Brushall, 
VOL,  m,  G 
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bowerer,  had  no  stich  iBWmrd  sappoirter ; 
whenever  he  looked  into  his  molifes,  and 
althotigh  he  never  willingly  did  this, 
conscience  would  now  and  then  invert 
his  eye^  and  compel  him  to  contemplate 
liimseff,  he  saw  there.nothing  but  ii^ra* 
titnde,  foul  base  ingratitude,  and  rash^ 
tinibtinded,  and  cruel  prejudice.  Yet 
he  conld  not  visit  Germania  without 
causing  offence  to  Narcissus  ;  smd,  as  he 
was  the  guest  of  the  latter,  the  customs 
of  polished  society  required  that  he 
should  avoid  such  a  probabiltty.  This 
was  the  ground,  therefore,  on  which  he 
justifi^  himself;  and  weak  and  untena- 
ble as  it  was  in  the  eye  of  morality,  it 
was  a  good  and  valid  defiance  according 
to  the  rules  oC  fashioft.  He  therefore 
turned  his  back  upon  n^orality,  ind  de^ 
termined  that  fashion  alone  should  pegu«^ 
late  his  conduct,  since  her  dictation,  lA 
this  instance,  ought  to  have  the  most 
power. 
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Wedk  m  this  ogument  mty  appear  to 
the  zeeloiis  ftkkkr  fix  socid,  and  mo^ 
jnEil,  and  religious  obiigations,  nine  out 
of  ten  of  the  giddy  worid  every  day  ift 
Ifaeir  practices  prore  k  to  be  the  current 
ttethod  of  readoninga  fixr  morality  is 
grown  such  a  thread-bare  subject^  and 
hath,  indeed,  ao  very  little  to  recommend 
it,  being  in  general  very  little  inclined 
to  accommodate  itself  to  the  prevailing 
customs  of  the  age,  and  to  the  usual  bias 
of  public  taste,  that  it  bath  but  conpa^ 
ratively  few  followers ;  and  of  those  who 
pretend  to  adopt  its  doctrines^  very 
many  more  do  it  itom  motives  of  inte>* 
rested  convenience  than  from  any  purer 
impulse ;  while  some,  although  they  have 
nothing  of  the  taint  about  themsel  ves,havfe 
used  themselves  to  look  upon  it  as  an 
embellishment  in  others,  ro  strongly 
perverse  is  the  manner  and  system  of  the 
world.    Fashion^  on  the  other  band,  is 
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like  to  beauty,  decked  in  everlasting 
youth ;  she  preserves  her  att»GtioD^ 
amidst  surrounding  chaises,  unchanged, 
and  not  only  possesses  the  poWer  of  lead- 
ing rational  beings  into  the  extreme  of 
irrationality,  but  even  of  so  glossing  over 
the  form  and  countenance  of  vice  and 
folly,  as  to  make  them  pass  current  for 
virtue  and  wisdom. 

The  Controller  had  a  less  powerful  in- 
<!itement  to  visit  Germania,  since  he  was 
l>ound  by  no  ties  to  her  father,  to  whom, 
Indeed,  he  was  merely  a  stranger.  He 
•felt,  therefore,  only  the  common  obliga- 
tion which  gallantry  imposes  upon  all 
men  to  protect  a  helpless  won^n  :  this 
impulse,  however,  in  the  present  instance, 
was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  counter- 
balance the  displeasure  of  Narcissus, 
and  therefore  his  lordship  declined  any 
interference  in  the  family  disputes. 
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With  respect  to  the  Lady  Charlotte, 
Narcissus  had  doubtless  caused  it  to  be 
told  to  his  visitors,  that  as  her  ladyship 
most  obstinately  refused  to  desert  her 
mother,  but  very  undutifuUy  set  his 
wishes  at  defiance,  and  was  continually 
gadding  backwards  and  forwards  with 
Germania  here,  and  there,  and  every 
where,  he  did  not  wish  that  she  should 
be  treated  with  the  same  degree  of  re- 
spect as"* though  she  was  a  very  dutiful 
daughter  to  him:  thus  making  out  the 
obedience  of  the  daughter  to  the  mother 
to  be  a  crime  so  heinous  in  itself  as  to 
merit  the  desertion  of  every  other  person, 
and  the  privation  of  all  the  veneration 
due  to. her  ladyship's  exalted  rank  and 
skuatfon  in  the  estate.  Although  this 
prohibition,  however,  extendir^  to  the 
tenants  of  rank  in  the  manor,  they  did 
not  in  general  choose  to  avail  themselves 
of  it,  but  made  her  continual  teAders  of 
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tbeiir  most  active  services,  and  appeared 
anxious  to  enrol  themselves  amongst  Ber 
ffirmest  friends.  The  noble  guests,  upon 
the  same  principle  which  regulated  their 
conduct  towards  Ge^mania,  palpably 
slighted  Lady  Charlotte,  lest,  by  paying 
attention  to  the  daughter,  they  might 
commit  an  unpardonable  office  in  the 
estimation  of  the  father. 

Thus  stood  matters  when  Orai^graft 
returned  incog,  to  Fev^r-isle,  having 
strictly  obeyed  the  injunctions  of  Nar- 
cissus, and  travelled  in  such  a  very  se- 
cret and  mysterious  manner  that  not  an 
individual  who  had  seen  him  could,  by 
)any  possibility,  recognize  him.  As  soon 
as  he  arrived,  he  instantly  waited  on 
Narcissus  to  receive  his  farther  instruc* 
tions  as  to  the  mode  in  which  he  ought 
to  proceed  to  secure  himself  the  object 
of  his  pursuit. 


d  by  Google 


A  liOVVB   IN  lOWlf.  1S7 

Narcisi|U8  received  the  yo^n|f  lovet 
with  open  arms,  and  felt  delighted  at  the 
astonishing  rapidity  ^ith  which  he  bad 
made  the  journey  he  had  undertaken.-^ 
'^  Be  ever  as  active  throughout  the  resi-* 
due  of  the  business,  Orangegraft»^\said 
he,  ''and  success  is  our's.  But  now  for 
the  sequel  of  our  scheme.  Is  it  poasibl^ 
for  you  to  strike  out  some  plan  for  carry^ 
ing  o^  the  girl  without  my  participation  i 
You  have  my  free  permission  tp  act  af 
you  please,  and  I  will  pledge  you  my 
honour  that  no  opposition  to  your  views 
shall  ^ise  in  any  quarter.  Cannot  yon 
plan  and  execute  a  neat  elopement  ?'* 

Orangegraft  scratched  his  head,  shrugs 
ged  his  shoulders,  and  looked  quite  be- 
wildered at  the  idea  of  planning  a 
scheme  of  his  own,  at  the  moment  when 
be  expected  to  have  found  one  ready 
adapted  to  his  hands,  for  he  was,  in  facti 
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but  a  poor,  simple^  ungifted  youth,  and, 
although  he  did  tolerably  well  when 
carryings  the  plans  of  others  into  effect, 
he  possessed  no  brains  which  would 
enable  him  to  strike  out  ^ny  thing  ori* 
ginal  himselfl  "Upon  my  word,  my 
lord,**  said  he,  stammering  at  every 
word  be  attempted  to  utter— *•' Upon 
my  word,  I  really  don't  see— that  is — I 
don't  know — that  is^ — I  have  not  had 
time  to  think  upon  this  business.  You 
must  be  aware,  my  lord,  that  I  expected 
^— that  4s,  I  hoped  that  you  would  have 
matured  a  plan,  and  that  it  oaly  waited 
for  execution/* 

"  Dolt !  blockhead  !*'  cried  Narcissus, 
intolerably  enraged  by  the  stupidity  of 
Orangegraft— r"  Who  but  you  would 
have  thanked  me  for  leaving  to  himself 
the  planning  as  well  as  the  execution  of 
a  scheme  which  would  ensure  him  bap* 
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|>iitess  ?  Why  tbou  cl98t  not  deserve  to 
be  blessed,  thou  most  cold-blooded  and 
most  stupid  of  all  human  beings  !  Wilt 
thou  make  no  effort  towards  promoting 
^  the  yiews  which  thou  hast  contemplat- 
ed?'' 

Roused  to  something  like  shame  by 
these  taunts,  the  spiritless  lover,  in  the 
warmth  of  the  moment,  replied—*'  Very 
well,  my  lord,  I  agree,  and  I  will  at* 
tempt  the  thing  this  night.  You  have 
promised  that  no  interruption  shall 
thwart  my  views.  Can  you  let  me  have 
some  troops  ? ■* 

"Troops !^'  cried  Narcissus,  astonish* 
ed — "  What  need  of  troops  to  carry  off 
a  poor  girl !  Surely  you  and  your  at- 
tendants are  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
But,  hark  you  !  don't  attempt  the  thing 
"Vfithout  you  have  spirit  to  go  througji 
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n^itl^  it,  £04*  «   lailure  w^nkt   roiG   qs 

mi?"  '    - 

^  Leave  me  alone  to  do   it!"  sai4 
Oraofegraft-^^'^  Til  prove  m^Wf  some- 
thing above  the  simple   fool  you  ima- 
.  gine  me    to    be !"      So   sayings  away 
moved  the  discodeerted  aod   ]B<^rtiiied 
lover,  racking  his  bfaiqa  to  little  effect) 
to  discover  some  baj^y  plan  of  earryiog 
•off  Ibe  damaeL 

In  the  meaii  tkne  NarcjiiiBu*  begaa  to 

compliment  himself  not  ouly  on  tbe  dei- 

terity  with  which  he  had  s}iu£3ed  off  his 

own  share  of  the  plot,  since  he  it  was 

.  It  bo  proposed  it ;  but  iilso  upon  woAing 

.  up  the  feelinga  of  the  you0g  lover  lo 

that  pitch  of  enthtlsiaatic  darings  up» 

which   he  wan  ready  to  undertake  any 

plan,   however    desperate,    ttf    retriefe 

.  im.ofaarapt^.    But  althoufli  Niurcisstts 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ■ 


▲  moTtTn  IV  TowNi         isi 

^«sj  to  a  littitted  4egree»  pfieA  with  a 
k&owledge  of  tke  character  c^  Orange* 
gntft^  be  only  t^aeir  saffidient  to  lead 
kim  aatray ;  sioee  hf  ealcalated  on  that 
as  a  permanent  filing,  vthich  Waa 
qiily  a  tranaiant  ebullition  of  fiFenay, 
fef  no  Booner  did  tb«  lover  reach  tb« 
end  of  the  park,  than  he  feand  hia  coih 
rage  and  spirit,  to  undertake  the  enter-' 
priae^  irery  sonaibly  and  vapidly  deeay^^ 
ing;  and  most  sincerely  did  he  wisb 
that  he  had  never  been  prevailed  on  by 
the  deceitful  tongup  of  Narcissus,  to 
travei  back  again  from  kid  own  native 
manor  on  wluit  waa,  truly  and  conn* 
inonly  termed^  a  wild  goose  crhane* 
HewouU  liave  given  miy  one  t  baA4» 
som^  sum,  and  the  feanala  to  boot,  who 
uroqld  have  h^d  imurage  and  ii^auity 
enough  to  personate  himself,  sskJ  to 
plan  and  to  execute  the  whole  of  the 
ttansacliofi.    Aa  tbia  ida^kt  iM|t  be  d^ne, 
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he  mutt  fain  undertake  the  lask  himself 
orgive  it  up  altogether,  aad  to  tlie  ktter 
lie  dared  not  direct  hk  wiU,  because 
be  found  that  any  pasillanimity  cm  bia 
part  might  involve  his  father  and  his 
native  manor  in  its  serious  consequence^ 
as  Narcissus  was  of  a  very  perverse 
temper,  and  seldom  foi^ave  those  who 
caused  any  disappointment  of  Iu>pes  oa 
which  he  had  reposed  much  import- 
ance. 

On  thefc^owing  morning  Naidssus 
was  surprised  by  a  visit  from  Orange* 
graft,  before*  he  himself  was  out  of  bed* 
«*  What  the  devil  has  brought  him  back  i*' 
asked  Narcissus  to  himself  and  then 
inwardly  resumed,  ^^  Surely  the  poor 
blockhted  3^t  all  has  not  attempted 
and  failed !'' 

The  apprehensions  of  Narcissus  were 
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correct.     Orangegraft  had  failed   in   his  ' 
attempt.  He  bad  watched  about  the  resi- 
dence of  Lady  Charlotte  until  the  even- 
ing became  grey ;  when  a  carriage  drove 
to  the  door^  and  her  ladyship,  stepping 
into  it,  was  conveyed  away  with  the  ut-* 
most  Tapidity.     Orangegraft  essayed  to 
pursue,  but  was  soon   glad  to  give  up 
the  cbace,  and,  returning  to  the  mansion, 
by  means  of    a '  bribe,    he   discovered 
whither  her  ladyship  was  gone,  and  that 
she  was  not  expected  to  return  foi:  se- 
veral hours.  The  opportunity  seemed  fa-, 
vourable  to  the  views  of  the  lover.     He 
instantly  hastened  home,  summoned  his^ 
servants,   and  ordered  them    to  station 
themselves  at   the  top  of  a  bye  street,^ 
through  which  Lady  Charlotte's  carriage^ 
was  to  pass ;  the  nien  received  strict  in- 
structions fo  stop  Lady  Charlotte's  car- 
riage enpa$$mU  s^<^  to  seize  hersud** 
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denly,  and  carry  her  off  without  delay 
totho  borders  of  the  diteh,  where  slie 
was  to  bo  forthwith  transported  to  some 
other  manor.  Orangegr^ft  himaelf  took 
his  station  about  a  hundred  yarda  dia* 
tant,  to  give  the  earliest  notice  in  case  of 
alarm  on  the  approach  of  Lady  Char* 
k)tte ;  and  here  the  party  waited  until 
dawning  day  shed  its  lustre  through  the 
streets,  when  the  whole  of  the  group^ 
master  and  attendants,  made  the  beat  of 
their  way  home  again,  unsatisfied  aad 
confounded  at  their  ill  aoccesa^  It  subset 
quently  appeared,  that  Orangegraft  had 
received  false  information  ftom  the  do* 
mestic,  who,  fearing  that  they  were  upon 
no  good  errand,  put  them  upon  a  Wfong 
scent,  so  that  before  Orangegraft  and  his 
party  had  reached  their  place  of  rendez* 
"vous,  Lady  Charlotte  was  safely  lodged 
at  home,  and  Jaugbtng  heartily  at  the 
whole  of  the  disappointment  Orange* 
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graft  would  undergo,  for  she  was  in* 
formed  of  the  whole  of  the  circumstaace 
by  the  domestic  who  had  been  the  prin* 
cipal  actor. 

,  NarciMuSt  although  mwardly  severely 
Qiortified  by  tbk  failure  which  could 
ouly  have  a  tendency  to  irritate  Lady 
Charlotte  iigamat  bio),  and  to  give  he^ 
and  her  iQOtber  a  x>ew  ground  of  coa^ 
verfatioa,  endeavoured  to  coiiceal  his 
feelings,  and  replied  to  Orangegraft  that 
.  be  could  hav«  much  wished  it  had  been 
otherwise^  but  that,  since  foattune  bad 
counteracted  him  in  this  instance,  the 
only  thing  which  remained  was  to  adopt 
the  other  plan  which  be  himself  ha4 
originally  proposed ;  and  with  this  view^ 
l»  bis  vi&itoi»  were  about  to  leave  him^ 
jbe  i^oomiaended  it  to  Ora^igi^aft  to 
wait  patiently  until  th^t  period,  when 
tb^y  would  convey  Lady  Charlotte  to 
Cranmeadow  Lodge^  and  that  once  ar^ 
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ranged,  the  rest  of  the  matter  would  very 
easily  be  accomplished,  and  the  marriage 
c6mpleted. 

Orangegraft    was   overjoyed    at    the 
pjrospect  of  having  his  object  obtained 
in  the  less  difficult  and  troublesome^way 
now  proposed,   for  he  felt*  very  little  in-  • 
ctination  to  tempt  a  second  deffeat,  and 
had  made  up  his  mind  rather  to  have 
relinquished  Lady  Charlotte  altogether^ 
than  to  spend  another  night  as  he  had 
spent  the  last,  shivering  in   the  street, 
etsposed  to  the  night  air,  and  kept  in  rack- 
ing  torturing  suspense  till  morning,   and 
then  to  be  covered   with  mortification. 
He  swore  he  would  much  sooner  ransack 
his  father's  manor  throughout  for  a  wife, 
and  take  up  with  any  one  hecoutd  easily 
find,  than  give   himself  so  much  pains 
aiid  plague  after  a  giddy   young  jade, 
litrbo  had  already  shown    him  evident 
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proofs  of  her  spirit,  and  who,  very  pro-' 
bably,  one  day  or  another,  might  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  boxing  his  ears 
should  he  chance  to  vex  her.    ^ 

As  Narcissus,  however,  had  proposed 
his  assistance,  and  the  plan  he  had  mfdn*^ 
tiohed  appeared  very  feasible.  Orange* 
graft  determined  to  have  another  trials 
and  accordingly  it  was  determined  be» 
twixt  them  that  Orangegraft  should  still 
remain  incog,  not  very  far  from  the  castle^ 
that  he  might  be  ready  on  any  emergency, 
or  when  the  plot  was  fully  matured,  to 
perform  the  part  he  would  have  to 
enact  in  the  drama  ;^^toT,  by  the  Lord,", 
said  Narcissus,  ^^  the  business  i^hall  be 
completed,  and.  that  without  any  fur- 
ther delay,  I  am  determined.  We-  have 
been  both  made  the  dupes  of  this  way« 
ward  girl,  and  have  continued  so  too 
long  already ;  we  will  now  beatir  our^ 
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•elves,  «id  conrinee  Miss  thtt  wekkiow 
1k>w,  and  hftvetbe  power  to  revenge  our* 
sehres  upon  her.  But  mittd^  Oraogegn^ 
you  must  promiae  me  never  to  allow 
Germania  to  set  tier  foot  within  your 
dbofs  ;  if  shesboukt  once  be  admitted, 
there  wiH  be  no  end  of  intrigiMs  against 
you  and  me  :  upon  no  other  condition 
wiUI  promise  my  assiatance,  ot  what  is 
more,  on  do  other  terass  will  I  give  my 
eonsent  to  the  marriage  at  all.  So  give 
meyourrMolw.'^ 

Oraagegmft  paused  a  moment  to  re* 
fleet  on  the  terflfts*  They  wcse  ea^  ;  he 
could  have  no  desire  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  Germania;  <m  the  con«^ 
trary  he  ,was  rather  disposed  to  shua 
her,  since  he  believed  that  it  was  througk 
her  influence  over  Lady  Charlotte,  that 
his  suit  bad  been  abruptly  terminated, 
and    himself  dismisi|ed«    This  auspi-^ 
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loant^  and  he  promptly  replied^  ^M  d^ 
prami$e,  my  ]wd^  oeter  ta  admit  Ger^ 
ipania  withib  my  mansion  i  a»d^  aa  to 
iiady  Charlotte,  as  far  as  1  may  have 
Uie  power,  I  will  prevmt  her  from  go^ 
ii%  after  her  mother^  although,  prdba^ 
Wy,  I  may  not  be  enabled  fully  toac*» 
complish  this  part  of  the  busiiieaa*  I 
will,  however,  throw  such  obstacles  and 
vnpleasantries  in  the  way  as  must  ulti« 
mately  put  an  end  to  the  hateful  conmo^ 
tion/'  • 

The  manner  and  worda  of  Orange^ 
graft  won  the  heart  of  Narcissus,  ^who» 
fi^iturously  taking  hhn  by  the  hand,  bid 
him  make  himself  sure  of  Lady  Cfaar«# 
felte.  ""By  heaven,''  said  he,  ''but  I 
would  compel  her  to  give  you  her  band^ 
if  I  drew  up  an  army  round  her  to  force 
her  inclination,   and   to  keep  a   guard 
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ov^rher  until  she  should  have  submitted 
to  tb€i  consummation.  She  is  your's^  my 
boy  !  and  your's  the  shall  be  !  We  will 
soon  have  her  down  to  Cranlneadow 
Lodge»  and  once  there,  the  day  will  be 
our  own.  Come,  Ortngegraft,  you 
shall  spend  a  few  hours  with  me,  that  we 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  mature  our 
plans." 

Orangegraft  conseitted,  and  Lady 
Longbonnet  and  her  brother  being  an« 
nounced,  who  caqie  to  make  a  personal 
visit,  on  taking  leave  of  the  manor^  the 
^hbieofthe  party  sat  down  to  a  colla- 
tion of  choice  fruits,  and  together  talked 
over  the  scheme  which  had  been  planned 
for  the  entrapping  of  Lady  Chariotte^ 
and  which  was  fully  approved  by  all 
the  party. 
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CHAPTER  XXTI. 

The  AuOufT  prepareth  his  Reader  for  the  Depot* 
.  imte  (^   the  noble  Viskors^Namtieai  Evolu-^ 

tim^T^Astomishmenf  ^  ike  Fail«r#— flb«-Aoti## 

StabUs'^Lovers'  parting. 


The  time  having  now  expired  to 
which  the  Controller,  the  Lord  of  Bru- 
fthall,  and  Lady  Longbonnet  had  limited 
their  visit,  they  took  their  leave  of  Lady 
Puggilla^  who  admitted  them  to  a  grand 
private  party  for  that  purpose.  Before 
they  left  her,  the  two  lords  assured  her 
ladyship  that  they  never  had  made  a 
risit  which  had  so  delighted  and  asto- 
Dishied    them    throughout.     They  had 
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seen  such  wondrous  Wealth,aDd  they  were 
sure  they  should  carry  its  reflection  in 
their  mind's  eye  as  long  as  ever  they  liv* 
ed. — They  could  have  formed  no  idea  that 
any  manor  in  the  earth  had  such  an  ex^ 
cellent  soil  and  such  inexhaustible  stocks 
ofmanure^  and  they  declared  that  none 
tut  fook  virould  ever  think  of  solNluiiig 
an  estate  which  was  in  itself  so  w^l  pro* 
tided  with  the  strongest  means  of  de- 
fence. The  hospitality  which  had  been 
displayed  to  them,  also^  not  only  in  the 
castle,  but  by  every  tenant  on  the  manOf) 
had  made  a  very  strong  impression  upon 
their  minds,  and  they  sincerely  wished 
that  their  manors  should  in  future  be 
connected  together  still  more  closely 
than  ever  by  the  strongest  cement  of 
friendship  and  mutual  interest. 

Lady  Puggilla  to  all   this  made    very 
suitable  replies,  expressing,  in  her  turot 
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t\^  grei^  gratification  which  she  and  sdl 
ber  fiEMnily  bad  derived  from  this  friendly 
Tisit  of  the  nobl^  per9onage3,  and  trust* 
ing,  that  hy  an  arr^g^ment  between 
a  branch  of  her  own  family  and  one  of 
the  Controller's  relatioi^,  the  union  be* 
tween  the  two  estates  would  be  moro 
compact  and  less  liable  to  dissolution. 
.  Her  ladyship^  however,  forbore  to  make 
any  allutiQii  to  the  domestic  differences 
which  disunited  ber  own  family,  nor  did 
she  once  condescend  to  mention  even  the 
names  of  Germaniaand  Lady  Charlotte, 
who  both  seemed  to  be  entirely  expunged 
Dut  of  the  boo)&  of  ber  esteem. 

The  visitors,  having  taken  leave  of 
Lady  Puggilla,  made  some  calls  upon 
M  few  of  the  principal  tenantry,  who 
had  been  particularly  marked  in  their 
hospitality  to  the  illustrious  strangers: 
but  not  once  did  they  offier  to  pay  a  visit 
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to  the  distinguistied,  but  persecuted^  mo< 
Iher  and  daughter.  They  were  left  to 
brood,  in  obscurity,  over  the  neglects 
and  insults  which^very  day  multiplied 
upon  them ;  and  to  seek  for  their  only 
consolation  in  the  soothing  reflection, 
that  each  shared  in  the  other's  sorrows, 
and  that,  however  thickly  the  bolts 
of  persecution  might  fly  around  them, 
they  could  not  sever  two  hearts  so  closely 
and  inseparably  united* 

The  day  being  fixed  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  journey  of  the  visitors 
back  to  their  own  manors,  the  tenants 
assembled  in  immense  groups  to  wit- 
ness their  departure ;  although  there 
were  some  who  maintained  to  the  last, 
that  they  would  protract  their  stay  for 
some  time  longer,  since  not  one  of  the 
immense  preparations  which  had  been 
making  for  their  entertainment  in  the 
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castle  garden,  andthe  park  was  yetcom- 
pleted^  Every  day  and  night,  sabbath 
arid  holiday,  the  workmen  had  beea 
kept  to  their  work,  with  a  view  to  have 
every  thing  ready  before  the  guests  took  ^ 
their  flight :  and  as  the  affair  had  cost 
such  a  vast  sum  of  money,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear likely  that  the  visitors  would  take 
it  into  their  heads  to  run  away  from  it 
all  just  as  it  was  on  the  eve  of  its  com- 
pletion. Nay,  it  became  a  question, 
whether  such  conduct  might  not4>e  term- 
ed an  absolute  breach  of  all  good  breed- 
ing, and  would  not  in  its  consequences, 
interrupt  the  friendship  between  the  two 
manors  ;  for,  to  a  man  of  polished  taste 
and  habits  like  Naroisisus,  a  relaxation 
in  the  forms  and  etiquette  of  the  ton  was 
a  nK>re  unpardonable  offence  than  even 
to  speak  in  favour  of  Germania* 

Tlie  result  proved,  however,  that  the 

VOLb  III.  H 
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tenants  who  aogured   thus   wefe   mt9« 
taken,  and  that  Narcissus  in  this  as  in  all 
his  other    arguments,    had  principally 
been  anxious  to  shew  his  visitors  bow  he 
^  could  throw  away  the  money  of  his  vaa^ 
tials*  for  it  must  either  have  been  evident 
to  him  when  be  began  these  mighty  pre* 
paratiorfs,  that  he  could  never  make   aa 
end  of  them  in  any  reasonable  time,    or 
else  he  never  thought  any   thing  about 
their  completion,    but  only  wished  to 
show  bis  friends  a  sreene  of  mighty  bus* 
tie  and  businesa,  which  would  be  to  them 
a  novelty  and  a  gratifying  change  from 
the  scenes  of  devastation   they  had  re* 
cenily  been  accustomed  to  contemplate. 
No  sooner  did  this  idea  take  possession 
of  themipds  of  the  tenantry,  than  they 
began  to  complain   roost  bitterly,  inso-> 
much  that  Narcissus  thought  it  icxp^ient 
to  endeavour  to  moderate  their  discon* 
tent  by  giving  it  out  that,   as  the   noble 
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visitors  could  not  remain  *ta  participate 
in  the  splendid  festivals  that  were  about 
to  take  place  in  honour  of  their  arrival, 
the  whole  should  be  completed  still,  ac-* 
cording  to  the  original  intention,'  and 
thrown  open  for  the  sole  entertainment 
of  the  vassals  themselves,  that  they  might , 
be  enabled  to  give  a  loose  to  pleasure,  as 
some  compensation  for  the  patience 
with  which  they  had  endured  the  evils 
of  war. 

This  promise  certainly  produced  a 
very  considerable  impression,*  as  all  the 
indolent  and  gay  part  of  the  tenantry," 
which  comprised  a  great  majority,  were 
v«ry  well  pleased  at  the  prospect  of  en* 
joying  themselves  in  a  stylish  manner, 
and  anticipated  no  slight  portion  of 
amusement  on  the  occasion,  while  ano- 
ther part  of  the  occupiers  of  the  manor 
raised  a  terrible  outcry  against  the  mea- 
H  2 
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sure,  as  full  of  moral  and  politrcd  evil, 
which  they  endeavoured  to  plove,  by 
stating  that  idleness  was  never  in  want 
of  excuses  and  opportunities  for  its  own 
indulgence,  without  having  any  new  ones 
thrown  in  its  way  ;  and  that  if  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  by  this  kind  of  public 
proceedings,  gave  a  sanction  to  indo- 
lence, to  vice  and  prodigality,  he  must 
not  wonder  if  a  great  number  of  the 
tenantry  should  be  induced  to  follow  the* 
example  he  thus  held  out  to  them,  and 
if  luxury  and  relaxation  should  super- 
sede economy  and  industry  throughout 
the  manor. 

They  went  on  to  argue  that  it  was 
through  a  similar  arrangement,  that 
manors,  both  in  ancient  and  in  modern 
times,  had  gone  to  ruin,  and  become  so 
completely  depopulated,  that  you  could 
scarcely  npw  tell  where  they  lay,   nor 
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ivhat  bad  been  their  original  boundaries ; 
and  wbathad  produced  thi&effect  in  other 
cases,  {night  and  would  produce  the  same 
in  this ;  and  tbey  contended  that  it  de- 
graded the  dignity  of  the  manor  to  have 
recourse  to  shows  and  exhibitions,  and 
mock  fights  with  cockle^ell  boats,  and 
such  other  trifling  spectacles^  which  were 
fitter  to  amuse  children  and  scbooUioys 
than  men  of  years  and  experience* 

To  all  this  the  advocates  of  the  i^tes 
replied,  that  it  was  but  right  for  labour 
to  relax,  and  for  industry  to  have  its 
enjoyments,  that 

**  Meo  are  but  childreQ  of  « larger  growtV* 

ailid.  that  those  who  would  set  their  faces 
against  a  wholesome  and  proper  enjoy- 
ment, such  as  this  presented  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  tenantry,  were  neither  friends 
to  industry  nor  to  any  other  good  qua- 
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lity,  but  ought  to  be  scouted  out  of  all 
society,  and  banished  to  some  more  dull 
and  sombre  demesne. 

While  disputes  thus  ran  high  amongst 
the  tenantry,  Narcissus  conducted  his 
Tisitorson  their  way  to  the  ditch;  but 
as  they  bad  still  a  day  or  two  left,  they 
took  a  circuitous  route  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  the  manoeuvring  of  the  ships 
of  war  belonging  to  the  manor,  which 
were  all  lying  at  anchor^  and  ready  to 
exhibit  tbemselres  for  the  gratification 
of  these  visitors.  In  a  nook  of  the  manor 
which  admitted  the  water  of  the  ditch, 
the  noble  party  accordingly  entered 
elegant  boats  which  had  been  provided 
for  their  reception,  and  sailed  along  the 
edge  of  the  estate,  while  the  various 
iships  fired  their  guns,  hoisted  their  co- 
lours, advanced,  tacked,  were  rigged, 
unrigged,  and  went  through  a  thousand 
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curious  evolutions,  to  the  great  astonish* 
inent  of  the  noble  spectators. 

"  What  a  powerful  manor  is  this  ?'* 
exclaimed  the  controlleiv^"  who  can 
stand  against  its  hostility  ?  By  the 
mass,  had  I  beea  sooner  acquainted 
with  all  which  I  have  xiow  learned,  I 
should  have  been  a  little  more  tenacious 
myself  about  quanreUiiig  with  the  to«^ 
nanis  of  Fever-isle,  seeing  that  it  is  uU 
terly  impossibletomake  any  injurious  im<*^ 
pression  upon  them.  I  never  saw  till  this 
naoment,  such  adisplay  of  marine  beauty 
and  skill.  Lord  !,  what  are  the  few 
vessels  I  have  got  upon  my  lake  com- 
pared to  these  !  They  are  nothing,  they 
would  all  vanish  into  obscurity  by  the 
sideofyour's,  O  most  potent  deputy  of 
Pever*isle  !'* 

..    **  I  prp-y  you,  my  lord,"  said  the^  Lord 
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of  Brusball,  addressing  Narcissus — ^'  to 
grant  me  a  favour!  You  see  yon  little 
walnut-sbell  which  majestically  floats 
across  the  ditch,  and  which  is  cut  and 
zig-zagged  and  rigged  in  sulch  a  beauti- 
ful style,  I  pray  your  lordship  to  grant 
It  to  me.  It  will  form  a  happy  diversity 
among  my  amusements  to  see  my  little 
bark  riding  on  the  billows  of  a  bason  of 
water,  set  in  commotion  with  a  pair  of 
hand-bellows.  Then,  my  lord,  I  shall 
have  also  something  like  a  model  of  the 
more  magnificent  entertainments  which 
are  about  to  give  attraction  to  your  spa- 
cious parka,'* 

Narcissus  took  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
of  Brushall,  and  laying  his  other  hand 
on  his  heart,  bowed  most  gracefully  to 
the  earth,  and  replied — "  Great  Lord  of 
Brushall,  the  walnut-shell  is  thine.  May 
its  nautical  evolutions  give  thee  plea- « 
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,8ure  when  every  other  enjoyment  be« 
comes  stale  and  nninotODOus/' 

Tears  gushed  into  the  eyes  of  the  Lord 
jof  Brushall,  who  felt  himself  proud  of 
his  present,  having  never  possessed  a 
vessel  before,  and,  squeezing  the  hands 
of  the  other  lords^  he  exclaimed — **  Bro- 
.  thers,  be  not  jealous  of  my  navy!  It 
will  be  some,  time  before  my  marine  wi.l 
multiply  or  become  formidable  to  your'sl'* 

The. vessel  was  immediately  packed 
up,  and  put  into,  pne  of  the  pockets  of 
the  Lord  of  Brushall's  carriage;  and  the 
noble  visitors  then  proceeded  to  view  the 
yards  where  the  ships  of  Fever-isle  were 
victualled,  repaired,  refitted,  or  built; 
and  here  again  the   wonder  of  each  was 

;  strongly  attracted  ;  and  even  Narcissus 
hiaiself,  who,  notwithstanding  he  was  a 

.  native  pf  the.pcianor^and  born  to  possess 
H  6 
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it^  bad  neyec  seen  these  sigfats  before, 
was  so  elated  with  the  obs^vations  hm 
now  made,  that  he  declared  he  would 
visit  the  ditch  at  least  once  a  year  ;  and 
that,  if  the  tenants  would  not  allow 
him  money  to  do  so,  he  was  determined 
to  drink  three  bottles  of  Cura^oa  less 
every  week,  by  which  means  he  would 
have  sufficient  to  indulge  himself  in  this 
trip  withoiiit  laying  himself  under  any 
obligations  to  the  vassals,  who,  to  say 
the  best  of  them,  seemed  to  him  a  most 
paltiy,  niggardly,  iand  close  fisted  set  of 
fellows  as  ever  he  saw.       ^ 

Having  given  a  due  time  to  the  inves- 
tigation of  all  the  wonders  of  the  yafds, 
and  expressed  their  astonishment  and  ^ 
rapture  at  every  individual  object  they 
were  shown,  and  having,  moreover,  giv«o 
a  proper  sum  of  money  to  the  workmen-^ 
in  some  degree  analogous  both  in  amoimt 
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and  iQ  tbe  advtee  virhicli  aecompanittd  it 
to  tbtt  liberality  of  the  woono  who  pre- 
sented iwo^penie  tocher  husband^  with  « 
a^ict  charge  DOi  to  inttA«  a  btdst  4^ Mm* 
8$ift — we  i^ajU  havtog  perfbcfned  ail' 
these  very  necessary  duties^  tb#*iiobU 
party  next  resolved  to  proceed  to  ano>- 
ther  part  of  the  manor,  on  the  borders  of 
the  ditch,  which  wa^innch  resorted  to  by 
persons  of  all  raokd  who  wished  to  bathe 
la  the  diteb^  und  where  Natcitsus  had 
built  a  ^stle  for  himself  aad  a  Aot-homt 
to  keep  bis  hopses  iHf  although,  as  it  uck 
fortunately  happened  in  this  case,  as  in 
most  others  of  the  experiments  of  Nar« 
cHSSfUs;  thought  came  after  the  whole 
wee  completed :  i  nstead  of  before,^  and 
a|Eiterlayi«gont  an  iaaimeosesom  of  mO'* 
uey  OB  this  singular  species  of  stable, 
be  found  that  his  horses  would  not  thrive 
ifi  kdi^Mau$i$^  any  more  than  choice  exotic 
plants  would h^^Ve-mitttredthemseivea ia^ 
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a  Stable  ;  and  then  he  ^as  obliged  to 
atiandon  hisiidea,  and  to  leave  the-  mag^- 
nificent  erection  to  stand  merely  as  a 
moixuiaentof  the  extravagaDce,  or  mad- 
n^s,  or  folly,  or  altogether,^the  person 
who  coitid  project  sudi  a  chimerical  aiid 
absurd  speculation.: 

Hither  the  royal  gronpe  directed 
their  c^rse  ;  and,  as  It  seemed  ordained 
by  fate  th«t  at  e?ery  step  they  took  about 
this  wonderful  manor,  their  surprise  and 
delight  should  receive  some  vast  addi- 
tion, so ,  it  occiKred  in  the  present  in- 
stance ;  for,  no  sooner  did  they  set  eyes 
upon  this  ms^ificent  castle  and  tb^  cu^ 
rious  hot-housestableattached  to  it,  than 
they  lifted  up  their  hands  and  eyes,  and 
ejaculated  about  a  score  of  interjections 
befcMre  they  made  one  single  remark 
4i^hich  would  tend  to  illustrate  whether 
they  were  wondering  at  the  greatness  or 
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littleness^  of  the  taste  of  Narcissus.  And 
some  persons,  though  perhaps  nothing 
better  than  common  slanderers,  have 
presumed  to  assert,  that,  in  these  mo- 
inents  something  like  a  sneer  was  per- 
ceptible in  their  countenances,  as  though 
it  would  say,  **Gods  !  is  it  possible  that 
absurdity  could  be  allowed  to  run  into 
such  excesses  !^  But  for  this  we  have 
6nly  the  authority  of  common  rumour 
to  vouch  ;  and  therefore,  we  will,  as  in 
duty  and  respect  bound  to  do,  take  a 
more  liberal  and  likely  interpretation  of 
their '  looks;  and  belreve  that  they  si- 
lently exclaimed,  *'  Gods  !  who  can 
equal  this  Narcissus  in  splendour  and  in 
tastCy  or  the  tenantry  of  the  manor  in 
wealth  and  liberality  !**  This  was  a  very 
suitable  exclamation^  and  well-adapted 
to  the  occasion,  and  doubtless^  corned 
much  nearer  the  fact  than  the  other. 
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*  *'  I  never  beheld  siKb  a  spieBdidhot* 
house  !''  said  the  Lad/  Loogbonn^l,  as 
«be  turned,  away  from  the  examination 
of  the  castle ;  '^nov  do  I  recoUeet  to  have 
aeen  one  in  thia  precise  form^    Pray,  my 
)ord|  why  did  you  build  staUa  aad  man-> 
gers  for  the  separation  and  arrangement 
of  the  plants  ?  The  idea,  is  traly  iK)velr. 
but  it  may  be  an  excellent  one  for  ought 
I  can  tell,  and  indeed  must  be   so,  ftom^ 
the  ^astabUshed  taste  of  its  projector/* 

Ni»^iasus  looked  a  little  confused  at : 
ber  ladyship's  mi«take»and  ofher  unin^ 
teAtional  but  severe  lampoon  uf>on  bich^ 
taste;    aad   was  some   time  before  he 
foould  discover  io^  what  way-  it  WiE>uld  <  be 
better  to  undeceive  her.  ^^  In  the  stmight* 
fsNTWUfd  way/'  said  Gommoft  Seise. — 
^^  No/^  said  Self^coMeciiieBee)  ^^  'twere 
better    to    let    ber    remaaii    in    0rrovi 
**  Fool  !^  said  Common   Sense  agaln^. 
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^^  You  cannot  deceive  the  others,  and 
they  will  undeceive  her  !'*  Self-conse- 
quence made  no  kind  of  reply  ;  and 
Narcissus  softly  whispered,  *'  Dearest  of 
women,  this  is  a  stable,  and  was  built 
for  the  horses  of  your  own  Narcissus/' 

Her  ladyship  was  astonished,  and  felt 
half  inclined  to  say,  *'  better  had  it  been 
adapted  to  the  ass  who  projected  it;*' 
but  Propriety  stepped  in  and  stole  away 
her  intention,  hinting  that  it  would  be 
foolish  to  quarrel  with  him  at  the  instant 
of  their  temporary  separation,  lest  he 
should  change  hi«  affections  into  di^ust, 
and  she  might  lose  the  opportunity  of  be- 
coming, on  a  future  day,  the  lady  of  the 
mauorofFever-isIe.She  therefore  content- 
ed herself  with  a  simpleexpression  of  sun- 
prise^  followed  by  a  brief  admiration  of 
the  versatility  of  tbe  fancy  whk^h  could 
have  hit  upon  such  opposite  experimenCsw 
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The  moment  of  separation  now  ar- 
rived, for  Narcissus  was  compelled  to 
take  bis  leave  of  the  party  on  this  spot. 
**  Forget  me  riot,"  said  he  to  Lady  Long* 
bonnet,  drawing  her  aside  from  the  rest 
of  the  company,  "  nor  be  unmindfal  of 
thy  promises.  Wear  this,'*  and  he  hung 
round  her  neck  his  portrait  richly  orna* 
mented — *'  for  the  sake  of  thyJNarcissus ; 
and  should'st  thou  feel  any  decay  of 
affectron  before  the  period  of  thy  Teturn, 
gaze  on  the  picture,  and  be  assured  the 
original  remains  as  unaltered  ajs  the 
image  !"  Saying  this,  he  pressed  his 
lips  to  her's  and  strained  her  to  his  ba« 
som. 

"  I  shall  not  forget  this  day,  my  dear 
lord,"  said  her  ladyship  ;  ''  be  your  truth 
permanent  and  changeless  as  mine,  and 
it  will  be  ever  the  same."  „And  her  lady- 
(»hip,  in  b^r  turn,  took  a  miiuature  of 
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herself  aud  placed,  it  round  the  neck  of 
Narcissus,  and  throwing  herself  into  his 
arms,  resumed,  "  with  the  same  wil- 
lingness as  I  give  to  thee  that  miniature, 
do  I  now  pledge  myself  to  thee,  and  thee 
alone  for  ever  !" 

.  '^Then  lam  above  all  men  blest  !" 
returned  Narcissus.  '*  Yet,  methinks, 
two  years  will  be  a  long  tinie  to  wait.— > 
Cannot  we  consent  to  our  mutual  hap- 
piness previous  to  the  expiration  of  such 
a  long  time  of  patience  ?  Be  as  kind  to 
your  Narcissus  as  he  will  be  faithful  to 
you." 

What  foUowed  this  exclamation  we 
know  not ;  there  is  a  blank  in  the  ac- 
count handed  down  to  us  of  this  last 
interview  ;  in  foct,  the  manuscript  from 
which  we  have  derived  our  information 
breaks  off  at  this  very  interesting  passage. 
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and  leaves  the  imagination  of  the  reader  to 
fill  up  the  hiatus  accoixling  to-his  own  in-^ 
clination.    Some  have  conjectured  one 
thing,  and  some  another ;  but,  being  alL 
simple  conjectures,  it  lEkevidently  impos- 
sible to  decide  who  may  be  in  the  right. 
In  our  minds^  there  cannot  be  a  doubt 
that   tbe   termination  of  the'  interview 
was  as  agreeable  to  both,  and  as  pro* 
pitioos  tO'  the  viewft^  and.  wishes  of  Nar-^ 
cissus  as  its  commencement ;  as  we  can* 
not  believe  that  a.  female  o£  auch  tender 
tqsceptibility  of  feeling  as  Lady  Long- 
bonnet  would  leave  her  future  consort  ua^ 
happy,   if  it  were  in  her  power  to  remove 
his  pain  by  any   further  pledge  of  her 
affection.     We  do  not  mean  to  intimate 
that  any   indecent  familiarity  ^could  be 
offered  or  allowed*.    No;  the  virtue  and 
the  modesty  of  Narcissus  stand  on  too 
high  ground  to  be  impeached  by  any 
accusation  of  our's  against  it»  even  bad; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


A    MONTH    IN    TOWN*  163 

we  the  audacity  and  the  assurance  to  en- 
deavour to  establish  a  charge  of  this  de- 
scription. 

An  indorsement  upon  the  manuscript 
gives  the  following  statement,  and  the 
anticipation  which  forms  the  subject 
of  the  last  chapter. — *'  The  controller, 
the  lord  of  BrushaK  and  his  sons,  and 
the  Lady  Lopgbonnet,  continued  their 
journey  to  that  part  of  the  ditch  where 
they  had  determined  to  cross  to  their  owa 
manors,  interrupted  only  by  the  loud  and 
reiterated  and  continued  plaudits  of  the 
tenantry,  through  all  the  farms,  and  vil- 
lages, and  towns,  which  lined  the  way, 
and  which  made  the  royal  groupe  close 
theirvisit  with  a  satisfaction  such  as  they 
seldom  experienced,  until  the  day  when 
they  showed  their,  illustrious  counte-* 
nances  in  the  manor  of  Fever-isle." 
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CHAPTER    XXVII. 

* 

Aniicipatiim. 

Having  now  reached  the  terminal 
tion  of  o\yr  Month  in  Towuj  it  only  re- 
mains for  the  completion  of  our  piece, 
to  look  through  the  glass  which  fancy- 
holds  up  to  our  eye,  and  anticipate  the 
events  of  the  future.  The  reader  may 
suppose,  that,  after  the  visitors  had  quit- 
ted the  castle  of  Narcissus,  he  imme- 
diately began  to  turn  his  thoughts  to 
those  objects  which  were  nearest  to   his 
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heart,  and  that  he  was  now  anxious  to 
concert  measures  to  rid  himself  of  his 
plagues — that  he  would,'  in  dufe  course 
of  time,  execute  his  projects  upon  Lady 
Charlotte,  dismiss  her  establishment, take 
her  from  her  house,  and  carry  her  oflF 
to  Cranmeadow  Lodge;  but  that  Orange- 
graft,  finding  she  was  not  to  be  won  over 
to  his  views  and  wishes,  declined  coming 
into  any  coercive  measures,  to  the  great 
mortification  and  disappointment  of  Nar- 
cissus, whosg  primary  object  was  thus 
defeated-^that  Narcissus,  accordingly, 
determined  to  cut  oflF  all  intercourse  be- 
tween Germania  and  Lady  Charlotte,  in 
order  that,  in  any  future  views  of  his 
Vith  regard  to  her  establishment  in  life, 
the  advice  of  the  former  might  not  in- 
duce the  latter  tp  run  restive  to  his  in* 
clinjitions  a  second  time-r^that  BuU-do^, 
instead  of  going  away  with  the  rest  of 
the  noble  guests,  remained  in  the  manor, 
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with  a  full  determination  to  protect 
Lady  Charlotte,  but  that  Narcissus,  by 
refraining  from  any  hostilities  for  some 
time,  led  Bull-dog  to  imagine  that  Lady 
Charlotte  was  now  perfectly  secure,  and, 
under  this  impression,  to  leave  the  ma- 
nor, and  that  it  was  instantly  afVer  the 
departure  of  the  veteran,  that  Narcissus 
committed  the  acts  of  violence  towards 
his  daughter^  which  Puggilla  had  ad- 
vised and  Narcissus  had  long  meditated* 

Imagination  may  then  paint  the  joy 
and  satisfaction  of  the  old  Lady  Pug^ 
gilla,  on  having  Lady  Charlotte  brought 
immediately  under  her  eye,  and  placed 
beneath  her  contrdul,  and  may  sketch* 
the  measures,  of  restraint  and  rigour 
which  would  be  adopt^  towards  the  db^ 
ject  of  her  ladyship's  dislike*— confined* 
for  the  greater  part  of  her  time,  secluded 
from  all  society,  except  those  whom  Nar- 
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tiisstis  had  placed  round  her,  and  whom 
he  had  selected,  not  for  their  affection 
towards  her  person,  but  for  their  attach- 
ment to  his  will  in  every  thing — suffered 
to  ride  out  at  certain  hours,  and  with 
certain  attendants— even  her  own  un- 
cles and  all  her  other  dearest  friends  shut 
out  from  intercourse  with  her— her  let- 
ters Qpened  and  stopped,  or  allowed  to 
proceed  at  the  will  of  Lady  Puggilla— ^ 
and,  finally,  a  detachment  of  soldiers 
placed  round  her  person,  to  prevent 
her  from  making  any  successful  attempt 
to  escape. 

Germania  may  next  rise  to  view,  dis» 
consolate  for  the  loss  of  her  daughter, 
attd  vainly  imploring  still  that  her  inno- 
cence  may  be  put  to  the  proof,  ai^d  sh« 
herself  restored  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leged whjch  belong  to  her  situation.~- 
Imagine  her,  reader,  spurred  and  insult- 
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ed  where  she  ought  to  look  for  affection 
and  legitimate  protection;  fancy  all  the 
charities  of  nature  cold  and  lifeless  to- 
wards her:  and  herself,  after  the  carrj- 
ing  away    her  child,    like  a  care-worn 
and  withered   stem,  stripped  of  all   its 
roses,   and  gradually  perishing  beneath 
the  blast  of  the  wintry  storm.     Depict 
her   then  tempted  by   a  sple^did^  offer 
of  Narcissus,   to  quit  the  manor,   and 
to  return  to  her  native  soil;  in   order 
to  give  facilities  to  his  project  of  an  eter- 
nal separation ;  and  view  her,   desolate 
and  forlorn  as  she  is,   wrought  upon  by 
degrees  to  accept   the  glittering   offers 
made  to  her,  in  the  hope  that,   although 
she  puts  happiness  apd  splendour  of  rank 
by   this  means  for  away   from   her  for 
ever,   she  may  at  last  put  an  end  to  the 
bitterness  of  persecution,*  and  find    at 
least  something   like  enjoyment  in  the 
calm  content  which  she  might  fairly  an- 
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ticipate  amidst  the  beloved  scenes  where 
first  she  drew  her  breath. 

Narcissus  may  then  be  supposed, 
having  ridded  himself  of  the  presence  of 
Germania,  and  allowed  some  time  for  her 
image  to  fade  on  the  memories  of  the 
tenantry  (for  they  were  of  that  descrip- 
tion of  unstable  mortals  who  would  fre- 
quently slight  or  totally  despise  to-mor- 
row, that  which  to-day  they  most  adored,^ 
as  proceeding  to  obtain  his  divorce, 
preparatory  to  his  union  with  Lady 
LoAgbonnet,  On  this  occasion,  it  may 
be  natural  to  believe  that,  for  the  sake 
of  consistency,  Brownloaf,  Broggam, 
and  Turnyou,  will  inveigh  most  bitterly 
against  the  policy  and  morality  of  the 
measure,  arguing  that  her  only  fault 
was  tfiat  ^*  she  had  outlived  the  liking** 
of  her  lord,  and  that  this  could  not,  ia 
law  nor  in  reason,  be  laid  down  as  a 
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sufficient  ground  for  such  a  proceeding  ; 

that,  in  fact,  the  true  motive  of  Nar- 
'  cissus  was  to  gain  some  new  wife,  being 

himself  one  of  the  most  fickle  of  human 

beings,  but  that  they  trusted  in  Grod, 
f  should  the  proposed  measure  be  carried 

^  jnto  a  law,  that  the  fate  of  Germania 

i  woiilcl  operate  as  a  salutary  and  perma- 

)  nent  beacon  to  ward  off  any  other  poor 

^  credulous  female  who   might  be  in  dan- 

^  ger  of  shipwrecking  her  happiness,  by  in- 

»  trusting  it  to  such  a  treacherous  pilot; 

•  and  who,  deceived  by  the  fictitious  glare 
4  of  a  temporary  splendour,  might  foolishly 
\.  imagine    that  a  diadem    was  the    sure 

^^  creator  of   felicity,  and    that  rapk  and 

*  '  connubial  joy  were  synonyms. 

To  this  Calderagh,  Eildown,  Blenkin- 
'  s  son,  and  the  others  of  the  advisers  of 
.  I  Narcissus,  will  naturally  oppose  all  the 
\\        rhetorical  sophisms    which   their 'inge- 
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nuity  can  furnish,  in  order  to  give  a 
colour  of  justice,  propriety,  and  policy 
to  the  measure ;  arguing  that  the  wel- 
fare of  the  manor  requires  that  Germa« 
nia  should  be  sent  away,  and  that  Nar- 
cissus should  seek  for  a  more  worthy 
successor  to  share  his  bed  and  his  estate, 
and  that  it  was  not  only  the  interests  of 
the  present  tenantry  which  would  de- 
rive benefit  from  the  change,  but  the 
welfare  of  the  next  race  of  vassals  might 
also  be  increased  and  consolidated  by  it, 
since  it  was  possible  that  a  second  mar- 
riage might  be  productive  of  a  son^  and 
every  one  must  allow  that  a  male  sue- 
cessor  to  the  estate  would  be  much  more 
desirable  than  a  female,  since  in  the  hands 
of  the  latter,  however  amiable  she  may  be, 
the  common  rights  could  not  be  so  se- 
cure as  when  entrusted  to  more  vigorous 
hands ;  and  that,  in  fact,  the  proposed 
measure  was  indeed  rendered  necessary 
I  9 
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iby  the  ill  condqct  of  Germaoia^  aod 
the  total  impossibility  of  the  noble  pair 
ever  agreeing  to  live  together  again^  a 
wparation  which,  of  course,  would  only 
lend  lo  throw  a  discredit  upon  the  lord 
as  well  as  the  manor. 

To  this  perhaps  it  may  be  urged  by 
the  friends  of  Germania  that  as  to  Nar- 
cissus expecting  or  hoping  for  issue 
lix>ai  a  second  marriage^  it  was  an  ex- 
pectation the  most  wild  and  theoretical 
that  ever  entered  the  human  brain.  If  his 
advisers  could,  for  a  moment,  be  so  ridi- 
culous as  to  give  into  this  notion,  let 
them  just  turn  their  eyes  upon  him,  and 
look  at  his  form  and  countenance,  stamp- 
ed with  the  mark  of  dissipation,  and 
holding  forth  nothing  but  the  most  de^ 
termined  disappointment  to  their  hopes. 
Jt  may  be  supposed  that  they  would 
disciaim  all  ittterference  from  Germania 
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on  the  subject,  as  it  must  be  rather  de» 
sirable  to  her  than  otherwise,  to  get 
freedom  from  the  fetters  of  a  man  of  so 
little  gallantry,  stability,  or  affection  for 
her,  and  to  seek  fDr  the  recovery  of  her 
peace  of  mind  and  happiness  in  the  bo* 
som  of  another,  and  in  a  manor  where 
virtue  less  frequently  creates  a  destruc- 
tive enmity. 

Someof  the  brothers  of  Narcissus  may 
also  be  expected  to  step  forward  on  this 
occasion,  to  deprecate  a  measure  of  so  lit- 
tle honour  to  the  family  as  the  separation 
from  a  female  who  had  been  guilty  of  no 
crime ;  at  least,  who  was  never  convicted 
of  offence,  although  she  constantly  chal- 
lenged her  enemies  to  face  her  with  their 
"accusations,  and  to  overwhelm  her,  if 
they  could  "  prove  against  her  honour 
aught."  They  may  also  be  supposed  to 
dwell  upon  the  example  which  would 
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thus  be  to  set  tathe  tenants  of  the  manor, 
who,  it  was  not  unnatural  to  suppose, 
would  in  a  considerable  degree,  follow 
the  steps  of  their  lord  ;  and  would  urge 
therefore,  for  these  reasons,  that  the  mea- 
sure was  impolitic  in  its  nature,  and  inju- 
'  rious  in  its  tendency, and  that  it  ought  to 
be  abandoned • 

Perhaps  it  will  be  replied  to  this,  that 
no  law  of  God  nor  nature  was  ever 
meant  to  compel  uncongenial  persons  to 
dwell  and  cohabit  together.  That  with 
respect  tp  the  great  Author  of  morality, 
he  could  not  wish  his  beings  unhappy, 
and  Jhat,  therefore,  in  the  eye  of  reason 
and  religion,  the  separation  of  those  who 
could  not  in  cordiality  exist  with  each 
other,  was  a  measure  called  for  by  every 
consideration  which  ought  to  influence 
honourable  minds. 
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Tbe  friends  of  Narcissus  may  be  sup- 
posed to  carry  the  preponderance,  and 
the  separation  of  course  finally  award- 
ed; and  the  reader  may  then  specu- 
late as  he  pleases  with  regard  to  the 
union  of  Narcissus  and  Lady  Longbon- 
net,  and  as  %o  the  probability  of  issue 
arising  to  the  manor ;  but,  as  the  latter 
idea  is  much  more  absurd  than  the  for- 
mer, we  would  advise  him  to  leave  it 
entirely  out  of  his  calculation. 

The  grand  preparations  in  the  parks 
of  Narcissus  may  be  supposed,  in  due 
course  of  tia;ie,  to  draw  near  to  a  comple- 
tion; and  that  after  the  promise  that 
they  should  be  thrown  open  for  the 
gratification  of  the  tenantry^  Narcis- 
sus, like  other  proprietors  of  shows 
and  exhibitions,  will  demand  a  fee  from 
those  who  wish  for  accommodation  to 
see  all  the  splendid  performances  on  the 
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occasion.     For  some  time  previous  to 
the  perfection   of  the  business,  it  may 
be  premised,  that  Narcissus  and  ail  his 
advisers,  turning   their    backs   entirely 
upon   the  manor,  may  be  occupied  in 
cutting   and  carving,   scrapings  boring, 
and  rigging  walnut-shells  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a' mock  fight  in  an  artificial 
river,  and  that  by  dint  of  ingenuity  and 
hard  labour,  they  may  get  together  a  pig- 
my squadron,   to  se6  the  evolutions  of 
which  tens  of  thousands   of  the  tenan* 
try  will  assemble  from  all   parts  of  the 
manor.     It  may  be  expected^  (as  great 
expectations    frequently    incur    disap* 
pointment  j  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
Tassals,    after    waiting    and    crowding 
about  through  the  whole  day,  and  see-, 
ing  every  thing  which,  is  to  be  displayed, 
will  go  home  discontented  with  having 
lost  so  much  time  in  following  and  star- 
ing at  mere  mummery;  and  will  rerf 
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probably  find  fault  with  the  showman 
for  thus  picking  the  pockets  of  the 
tenantry,  and  wasting  the  public  money 
upon  such  idle  and  unsatisfactory  affairs, 
instead  of  turning  it  to  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  manor,  which  they  will  de- 
clare has  need  enough  of  it^  and  indeed^ 
the  soil  of  which  is  wasted  away  and 
perishing  for  want  of  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  manure. 

It  may  be  imagined  that  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  fireworks  are  exhibited  on  this 
occasion,  and  that  every  thing  which 
extravagant  art  can  invent,  will  be 
brought  forward  to  put  the  vassals  in 
good  humour;  because  the  opponents 
of  the  friends  of  Narcissus  will  have 
taken  such  pains  to  depreciate  the  bu- 
siness altogether;  and  the  latter  will, 
therefore,  strain  every  exertion  to  gain 
over  to  their  side  the  majority  of  the  vas^ 
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sals  by  the  splendour,  instead  of  the 
propriety  and  wisdom  of  the  exhibitions. 
The  trees  of  the  park  will  exhibit  bril- 
liant illuminations,  and  the  issue  of  the 
f6te  will  be  an  universal  diffusion  of 
drunkenness  and  all  other  krnds  of 
vice ;  insomuch  that  hundreds,  per- 
chance, win  ever  have  to  rue  the  day^ 
when  they  shall  contemplate  the  mis- 
chiefs which  thus  may  have  resulted 
from  it,  both  as  they  refer  to  public  mo- 
rals and  to  private  happiness* 

The  reader  may  next  survey  the  re- 
turn of  things  to  their  old  train,  and 
imagine  Narcissus,  in  the  midst  of  his 
advisers,  taking  measures  for  his  own 
gratification,  but  setting  entirely  out  of 
sight  all  the  best  interests  of  the  nianor. 
Such  females  as  Ladies  Jerry  and  Heart- 
shallow  will  be  encouraged  at  the  castle* 
while  the  female  tenantry  who  have  the 
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charms  of  virtue  to  recommend  them 
to  notice,  will  be  neglected  and  discou- 
raged, and,  if  not  exposed  to  absolute 
persiecution,  will  at  least  be  treated  with 
that  indignity  which  ought  only  to  at- 
tach to  vice  and  depravity.  Vice  may 
consequently  be  expected  to  become  the 
object  of  universal  pursuit;  and  may 
spread  itself  gradually  from  one  end  of 
the  manor  to  the  other,  until  virtue  shall 
cease  .to  be  known,  except  by  name.— 
Debaucheries  and  drunkenness  may  be- 
come the  daily  habits  of  the  most  illus- 
trious individuals  in  the  manor,  who 
will  begin  to  consider  such  practices  as 
ornamental  to,  rather  than  derogatory 
from  the  dignity  of  human  beings. 

This  moral  decay,  perhaps,  may  be 
the  forerunner  of  political  degradation,, 
and  as  men  will  give  way  to  private 
vices,  and  set  all  virtue  at  open  defiance 
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in  their  pursuit  of  pleasure,  the  interests^ 
of  the  manor  may  be  entirely  neglected  ; 
there  may  scarcely  be  left  hands  which 
will  condescend  to  till  and  to  sow  the 
land,  and  to  perform  other  offices  of 
good  tenants  ;  and,  in  this  spread  of  in- 
dolence and  apathy,  the  lord  of  some 
neighbouring  manor  may,  perchance, 
form  the  scheme  of  annexing  Fever-isle 
to  his  own  demesne,  and  may,  conse- 
quently, make  an  attack  on  its  vassals 
with  a  view  to  its  subjugation.  The 
tenantry  may  then,  probably,  be  sudden- 
ly  roused  to  the  true  nature  of  their  situ- 
ation, and  the  full  dangers  which  beset 
them,  and  may,  either  by  a  sudden 
stroke  of  energy  overthrow  their  inva- 
ders^ or  be  only  enabled  to  save  them- 
selves by  very  considerable  sacrifices, 
and  a  long  and  sanguinary  conflict^  which 
will  deluge  their  own  lands  with  their 
own  blood. 


d  by  Google 


A   IIOKTH   IH   TOWK.  181 

Ims^ination  may  then  take  its*  last 
flight,  and  picture  in  the  due  course  of 
nature^  Narcissus  descending  to  his  fa- 
thers, and  to  use  the  cant  phrase  of' 
those  who  write  the  praises  of  lords  of 
manors,  '*  exchange  his  earthly  rule 
for  a  heavenly  diadem/'  It  naay  be 
imagined  that,  on  this  most  melancholy 
event,  the  tenantrj'  will  give  themselves 
up  to  all  the  wildest  excesses  of  despair  ; 
that  those  who  usually  follow  business 
will  now  desert  the  means  by  which 
they  gained  8,ubsistence,  and  only  think 
of  weeping  and  wailing,  and  that  sigh- 
ing and  wretchedness  and  tears  will  be 
heard  and  seen  from  one  corner  of  the 
manor  to  the  other.  It  may  be  feared 
that  many,  in  the  moment  of  uncon- 
querable despair  for  the  loss  of  so  good 
a  lord,  will,  lay  violent  hands  upon  them- 
3^1  ves,  in  order  that  they  may  form  his 
retinue  to  the  other  world,  that  it  may 
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be  recorded  of  them,  that  they  died  for 
their  lord  and  on  the  same  day  ;  and 
amongst  the  number 'of  these  devotees, 
it  may  be  fair  to  suppose  that  Calde- 
ragh,  Eiidown,  Blenkinson,  and  about 
a  score  of  other  most  unalterable  friends 
of  Narcissus  seeing  no  continuance  of 
honors  for  them  will  look  at  the  good 
places  and  splendid  apartments  of  the 
castle,  and  say,  ''  this  is  no  abiding  place 
for  us  ;  therefore  let  us  be  gone  !"  And 
the  loss  of  thiese  great  and  good  men 
will  make  the  lossof  Narcissus  still  more 
to  be  regretted,  since  the  devastation 
which  would  thus  be  occasioned,  must 
be  irreparable. 

After  these  things  may  have  taken 
place,  and  the  grief  of  the  vassals  may 
have  had  a  due  portion  of  time  to  sub- 
side, it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that 
Lady    Charlotte   will   be  called  to  take 
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possession  of  the  manor,  which  she  may. 
have  to  do  under  peculiar  distressing 
circumstances,  seeing  that  the  manor 
will  be  so  completely  impoverished  that 
there  will  scarcely  be  an  acre  of  soil 
left  in  it  which  is  not  reduced  to  bar- 
renness. It  may  be  supposed  that  her 
ladyship  will  then  pick  out  the  wisest 
and  best  of  the  tenantry,  and  call  them 
to  reside  in  the  castle,  that  they  may 
assist  her  with  their  advice  on  all  occa- 
sions of  emergency  ;  and  by  this  salutary 
measure  the  hopes  of  the  tenants  will  be 
revived,  and  Despair  will  once  more  be- 
gin to  retrace  her  steps  to  the  other  side 
of  the  broad  ditch.  It  is  then  to  he 
hoped  that  the  talents  and  integrity  of 
these  advisers  of  Lady  Charlotte  wilt 
be  evident  in  the  restoration  of  the  land, 
the  extinction  of  those  jealousies  and 
discontents  which  had  for  so  many  years 
torn  and  divided  the  vassals,  and  in  the 
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establishment  of  a  system  of  J^appiness 
and  concord  and  unanimity  which  will 
promise  permanency  and"  the  most  ex- 
tensive good  effects,  to  the  extreme 
mortification  of  Lady  Puggilla,  who,  to 
all  human  appearance,  will  never  die. 


THE    END. 


W.  Flint,  Printer,  Old  Bailey,  LondoB. 
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